
What the benefits 
of reading aloud?

It is important for our 
children to  read daily.  
It is equally important 
that we, as parents, read 
to our children regularly!
Bedtime is the perfect 
opportunity to read aloud 
to our children because 
it provides consistency
in routine.  But really, 
any time is a good time 
to read aloud.

Tips for 
Reading Aloud:

For more information on reading aloud to your children, refer to this resource:
Reading Magic: Why Reading Aloud to Our Children Will Change Their Lives Forever by Mem Fox.
Available through the Edmonton Public Library (www.epl.ca)

•  Young children develop book sense 
    (direction of print, recognition that 
    letters represent sounds and that 
    written words hold meaning).

•   Children are exposed to a wide range 
    of vocabulary.

•   Children hear a model of effective, 
    fluent reading.

•   Children learn the structure of story.

•   Listening to read-alouds provide 
    children with an opportunity to use 
    their imaginations, visualize, 
    and experience places and events 
    they might not otherwise!

•   Books spark conversation.

•   Children realize that reading can be 
     interesting, engaging and fun:
    motivating them to read more on their own.

•   Reading aloud helps us build relationships
    and connect with our children.

•   Read the title, author and illustrator, and 
    look at the cover. Ask your child(ren) to 
    make predictions about the book based
    on what they see.

•   Read with expression, change your tone 
    of voice and the pace of your reading.

•   Encourage your child to look closely 
    at the pictures.

•   Take the time to talk about the pictures.

•   Ask questions and talk about the book 
    before, during, or after reading! 
    Did the book or characters remind your 
    children of something they have 
    experienced?

•   Reread books: children love to hear 
    their favourites again and again!

•   Don’t stop reading aloud to your child(ren) 
    just because they are readers themselves! 
    Children of ALL ages should be read to.

•   Reading aloud should not be a teaching 
    session. Simply read together and enjoy 
    the time with your child(ren)! The learning 
    will happen incidentally

The Importance of Read-Alouds
If you want your child(ren) to love reading, read good books to them daily!

For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.  
(Jeremiah 29:11) 


