
Advanced Placement (AP) 
at Austin O’Brien High School





About AP 

The College Board’s Advanced Placement Program enables willing and academically 
prepared students to pursue college-level studies while still in high school.

The College Board is a not-for-profit organization that connects students to college 
success and opportunity. Founded in 1900, the College Board was created to expand 
access to higher education. Each year, the College Board helps more than seven 
million students prepare for a successful transition to college through programs and 
services in college readiness and college success.

At Austin O’Brien, students in our AP classes take the regular Alberta curriculum that 
is supplemented with extra AP content and skills.





AP is Growing at AOB!
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All AP Exams are marked on a scale of 1 to 5.



Myths about AP
● “I will get lower grades if I take AP!”

○ No you won’t.  While the classwork is more rigorous, you will get the same tests as non-AP 
students.  Your mark will not be penalized for taking AP.  In fact, it will probably be better 
because you are used to working at a higher level.

● “If I take AP, I have to take all the AP courses!” 
○ No you don’t.  You can choose to take 1, 2, or all AP courses that we offer.

● “If I take AP in grade 10, I’ll be stuck in it until grade 12!”
○ No you won’t.  Try AP in grade 10 because there is no disadvantage to you.  If it’s not the right 

fit for you, you can switch to regular classes in grade 11 or grade 12.
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What AP courses are offered at Austin O’Brien 
for next year?

English
English 10-1 AP

English 20-1 AP

English 30-1 AP

● During English 30-1 AP, students write the AP English 
Literature exam.



Math
Math 10C

Math 20-1 AP

Math 30-1 AP 

Math 31 AP (Calculus)
and/or

Statistics 35 AP  take in your grade 12 (or grade 11) year
* in 2021, AOB had the largest AP Statistics program in Alberta!

take in your grade 10 year

take in your grade 12 year

take in your grade 11 year



Science
Science 10 AP - take in your grade 10 year



Biology
Biology 20 AP

Biology 30 AP

Ideally, you would take both Biology 20 AP and Biology 30 AP in the same year 
(either grade 11 or grade 12).

Whether or not you take both Biology courses in the same year, you will be prepared 
to write the AP Biology exam during Biology 30 AP.



Physics

Physics 20 AP – after Physics 20 AP, you will write 
the AP Physics 1 exam

Physics 30 AP - after Physics 30 AP, you will write 
the AP Physics 2 exam



Psychology
The AP Psychology course can be taken 
once anytime during high school –
during grade 10, grade 11, or grade 
12. There is no pre-requisite.

Students who take AP Psychology earn 
credits for Psychology 20 and Psychology 
30 (both courses are 3 credits for a total of 
6 credits).

Students will be prepared to write the AP 
Psychology exam.



Computer Science
Computer Science Principles 10 AP

Computer Science Principles 20 AP

Write your AP exam after taking 
the 10- and 20-level CSP 
courses, most likely in your grade 
11 year.

* In 2021, 100 % of AOB students received a 
score of 3+, while globally, only 66 % of 
students received scores of 3+!



Revelation Online AP Courses
If students are interested, they can sign up for the following online AP courses 
jointly through AOB and Revelation Online:

● Art History
● Environmental Science
● European History
● Physics
● Psychology
● Statistics



In addition to taking AP classes with other students and a 
teacher, you can also choose to “challenge” AP exams.



Former AP Student – Keirra Rosser



Benefits of taking AP
- University transfer credit (earning credits toward university 

while still in high school)
- Attending classes with hard-working peers who support one 

another’s learning
- You are not penalized if you don’t do well on AP exam, but it 

can greatly benefit if you do do well (there is no real 
downside to taking an AP exam)

- You are eligible to receive an AP scholarship
- Better preparation for/success at university



AOB AP Courses with an AP Exam University of Alberta Equivalent 
Course Available for Transfer 
Credit if you get a 4 or 5 on the AP 
Exam

English 30-1 AP ENGL 100-level

Math 31 AP (Calculus) MATH 114

Statistics 35 AP STAT 151

Biology 30 AP BIOL 107

Physics 20 AP (Physics 
1) plus
Physics 30 AP (Physics 2)

PHYS 124

Computer Science 20 AP CMPUT 101

Psychology 20/30 AP PSYCO 104



“AP isn’t a program for the elite;
it’s a program for the prepared.”

- Terry Godwalt, Director, Advanced Placement Canada



Canadian University AP Validity Study:

This study, the first to be released in a series of collaborations with Canadian 
universities, features the data from over 12,000 students over a six year 
period at the University of Alberta and the University of British Columbia.

There are three key takeaways:

· AP examinees earning scores of 3 or higher are more likely to earn higher 
grades in college, return for a second year, and ultimately complete a degree 
compared to students who didn’t take AP Exams.

· The positive effects of AP Exams on postsecondary outcomes extend to 
multiple AP discipline areas (Science, Math & Computer Science, and 
English), with stronger findings in AP STEM subjects.

· Students scoring 3 or higher on multiple AP Exams is associated 
with more positive college outcomes, particularly for degree 
completing within 6 years, even when accounting for high school 
GPA.



Relationship between AP and Post-Secondary Success
Students who score a 3 of higher on one or more AP exams earn higher First Year 
GPAs at the University of Alberta.  There were also positive correlations between 
AP students and graduation rates from the U of A.

Source: “Driving Post-Secondary Success Through AP at Candian Universities”, College Board, 2020



U of A AP website: uab.ca/ap



The latest data indicate all AP students benefit from taking both AP courses and 
exams.  Research shows students who take AP courses and exams have better 
college outcomes than their peers. 

Even if they don’t earn scores that qualify them for credit or placement, students who 
achieve AP Exam scores of 2: 
● Are still more likely to attend college and graduate on time (than academically similar 

students who don’t take AP).
● Do significantly better in introductory college classes (compared to academically similar 

students who don’t take that corresponding AP Exam).
● Often earn a higher score on the subsequent AP Exams they take.

The Latest Research on AP Scores of 1s and 2s



https://research.collegeboard.org/pdf/new-analyses-ap-scores-1-and-2.pdf?SFMC_cid=EM595912-&rid=84212087

https://research.collegeboard.org/pdf/new-analyses-ap-scores-1-and-2.pdf?SFMC_cid=EM595912-&rid=84212087


AP Scholarships
There is a scholarships available at AOB to AP students!

○ AP Scholar: you take at least 3 AP exams and earn a 
score of 3 or higher      gets you $ 500

○ You also get officially recognized as an “AP Scholar” 
by the College Board



Student Testimonials
click here for video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fY092YZpt6Q&t=15s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fY092YZpt6Q&t=15s


Registration: ecsd.net/8402
Thursday, March 10- click here for info on how to register 

What AP courses can I take in grade 10?

Computer Science 10 AP

English 10-1 AP

Psychology 20/30 AP

Science 10 AP
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https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/222/REGISTRATION%20INFORMATION%202022-2023.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/222/REGISTRATION%20INFORMATION%202022-2023.pdf


Click for AOBopenhouse.com

https://aobopenhouse.com/
https://aobopenhouse.com/


How do I find out more information?

Bryn Jonzon, AP Coordinator
Austin O’Brien High School

(780) 466-3161
bryn.jonzon@ecsd.net

ecsd.net/8402

mailto:Bryn.jonzon@ecsd.net
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