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Our mission is to engage all learners by imple-
menting best practices for improving student 
achievement. Through collaboration, respect, 
love, and faith, we strive to create an inclusive 
community where students will be inspired to 
take risks as lifelong learners, problem solv-
ers, and Catholic citizens. 

 

Principal: Boyan Yarovenko 

Email: 8061web@ecsd.net 

Assistant Principal: Heather Pawliuk 

Secretary: Bonnie Gosche 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

 

November 11th was the day that fighting stopped in 1918. 
We remember the men and women who sacrificed their lives 
to bring peace to a troubled world. We continue to have dif-
ficulty bringing a lasting peace to our world. Conflicts ap-
pear around us daily, in our community, city, province, coun-
try, and world. We often wonder what it is that we can do 
as an individual, but it begins with us. It is our tolerance of 
the differences between us rather than commenting on 
them. It is our lending a hand to those who are disadvan-
taged rather than ignoring their problems. We need to ask 
God’s help in being good neighbors every day and to every 
person. In living a life that honors Him through our actions 
towards others. 

 

Our Remembrance Day ceremony gives us an opportunity to 
be thankful for the sacrifices that our armed forces per-
sonnel have, and continue to make for us. We will take time 
on Tuesday, November 10th, at 1:30 PM to pray for those 
who have died in past wars and those who are currently 
working to ensure peace in our world. 

 

The pandemic has certainly had an impact on our school just 
in our adherence to COVID 19 protocols, but we are pleased 
to report that we are celebrating moments of joy each and 
every day. A common theme in the prayers that our students 
share each morning is that they are grateful for the oppor-
tunity to be able to attend school each day. We are so happy 
and thankful that our students – both at school and online – 
are enjoying learning each day.  

 

Yours in Catholic Education, 
Boyan Yarovenko   Heather Pawliuk  

Principal      Assistant Principal 

http://www.goodshepherd.ecsd.net/


November 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

Novena  

Prayers for  

Catholic  

Education 

2 3 4 

 

5 6 7  

 

8 

Catholic  

Education 

Sunday 

 

9 

 

 

10 Start of 

new semester  

Memorial at 

1:30 

11 No School 

 

 

12 13   

Picture Retakes 

and Photos for 

Online Students 

 

14 

15 

 

16FNMI  

Cultural  

Drumming  

Residency 

Grades 1—6 

17 

 

  

 

18  

SAC 7 PM 

 

 

 

19 

 

20 

 

 

21 

22 23 

 

24 25 

 

26 

Virtual -

Demonstration of  

Learning 

27  28 

29 30    

 

  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 First Sunday of 

Advent 

Advent       

Celebration 
9:30 a.m. via 

TEAMS 

1 2 3  4  

 

 

5 

6 7 8  9 10 

 

11  12  

 

13 14 15 16 17 

Full day of 

school 

18 

Early  

Dismissal 

 

19 

20 

C 

22 

H 

22 

R 

23  

I 

24  

ST 

 

25 

 MA 

26  

S 

27 

 

28 

B 

29 

R 

30 

E 

31 

A 

1 

Jan. 1  Happy 

New Year 

 

K 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

December 2020 



SAC News 

This year our meetings  are in Mi-
crosoft Teams over the internet.  Be 
sure to check for the email from the 
SAC to request the link to join the 
meeting. 

Good Shepherd is excited to have an ongoing 

fundraiser with Mabel’s Labels! Support Good 

Shepherd by ordering customized labels for 

your student’s belongings. If you are tired of 

losing their items to the lost and found or need 

to label that mask, you need Mabel’s Labels!  

It is easy to order.  
Visit campaigns.mabelslabels.com 

Click “Support a Fundraiser”  
Type “Good Shepherd Catholic 

School (Edmonton) 
Place your order and support our 

school campaign! 

Parking at the School 

Thank you for your cooperation in providing on- 

street parking for the Day Care vans at the end of 

the school day.  Our buses are now able to enter 

the drive-through safely. 

Please remember that there is no parent parking 

in the staff parking lot. 

Speak to Your Teacher. This year our Demon-

stration of Learning for all students will be on 

Thursday, November 26.  Due to Covid 19 

protocols,  it will be a chat with your teacher.  

Your child’s teacher will set up a time slot for 

an opportunity for a 10 minute talk with you 

on Microsoft Teams, or a phone call.   If you 

feel you need more time to speak with the 

teacher about your child’s progress, please 

contact the teacher directly to set up a time. 

Semester Survey Results and Class Changes 

In October, our school division asked parents to 

choose between at school learning or online learn-

ing for the remainder of the school year.  

In total we have 393 students in our school with 

130 students choosing online learning for the re-

mainder of the year. 

We have had  many students return to school and 

this will result in some class changes. 

Kindergarten: 19 students AM and 14 PM. 

Grade 1 classes will have 21 students each. 

Grade 2 class will have 21 students. 

Grade 2/3 combined will have 20 students. 

Grade 3  will have 21 students. 

Grade 4 will have 25 students. 

Grade 4/5 combined will have 25 students. 

Grade 5 will have 26 students . 

Grade 6 will have 23 students each. 

We will be sending home letters  on November 4 to 

parents whose children are affected by the class 

changes . The class changes go into affect on No-

vember 10th .Thank you for your support in this 

challenging year. 



Our Holy Father shared these words as part of the International Meeting of Prayer For Peace. The theme of 

the meeting was “No one is saved alone. Peace and Fraternity.” The words of his homily, address, and the

appeal for peace are all grounded in a call to action for all of us. As we have learned during the pandemic, 

we cannot remain indifferent to the struggles of others. We are united in our humanity and we need to 

care for each other. Peace is something that we all need to take ownership of and work towards. I encour-

age you to take a few moments and read Pope Francis’ entire message at the link above or by visiting 

www.vatican.va . His words are very thought provoking in this month where we commemorate Remem-

brance Day and Holodomor (The Ukrainian Famine Genocide). 

In light of the programming changes that have occurred due to the pandemic, our schools have revisited 

their school fees to ensure that they are still reflective of the activities and materials that were shared at 

the end of June. In instances where there has been a change, the fees were decreased appropriately. No 

new fees were added and no fee increases occurred. Please check PowerSchool for your fees for the year 

as they are now active. 

We are committed to maintaining the integrity of our classroom and school cohorts. This means that our

Division and schools have come up with innovative means to engage our families and community. As an 

example, our Board of Trustees held a Parent/Guardian Engagement on supporting your child’s mental 

health in late October. We had over 1800 people register for this virtual opportunity! You will notice over 

the upcoming months that our traditional face to face meetings will move to the virtual world. This will in-

clude things like Demonstration of Learning, Open Houses, Advent and Christmas concerts, and celebra-

tions. 

Sunday, November 8, 2020 has been named Catholic Education Sunday by the Bishops of Alberta and the

Northwest Territories. The theme for this year is Those who hope in the Lord shall renew their strength 

(Isaiah 40:31) and is especially relevant and inspiring during this time of COVID. Catholic schools are best

situated to move forward during hardship and uncertainty for we know that God is with us and holds us in 

the palm of His hand. The faithfulness of God gives us hope. 

Please join us in praying the Novena for Catholic Education Sunday from October 29 - November 6, 2020 as 

we celebrate the great gift of publicly funded Catholic education in Alberta. 

Have a wonderful month! 

Sincerely, 

Robert Martin 

Chief Superintendent 



Novena for Catholic Education Sunday  



A Newborn Psalm of Praise 

By Fr. Glenn McDonald, CSB 

Have you ever read a word or phrase that seemed to speak directly to you? Over the past 

few weeks, I have had several people draw my attention to these words: “We have no one to tell 

us how long it will last.” 

This phrase comes from The Psalms, which is a book in the Bible. The Psalms are 150 

short hymns that speak about human experience in relationship with God. There are two major 

categories of psalms: praise and lament. Psalms of praise articulate the joy of being happy or 

thankful to God. Psalms of lament capture the experience of sorrow or disappointment, and ask 

for God’s help. 

“We have no one to tell us how long it will last,” comes from Psalm 74. When you read 

this line, what do you think of? 

I immediately thought of COVID-19 and the uncertainty surrounding the pandemic. I 

found the words of Psalm 74 to be strangely comforting, not because they offered a solution to 

the pandemic that we all face, but because they give me a way to succinctly describe what the 

experience is like. I guess it is like going to a doctor with a list of mysterious pains and 

symptoms. Having the doctor give me a diagnosis may not cure my disease, but being able to 

name it is comforting. 

When I ponder Psalm 74 and ask for God’s help, the Holy Spirit draws my mind to an 

unexpected image — parents and guardians. In particular, my mind recalls a baptism I did for 

one of our high school teachers who recently had a baby girl. Despite the challenges of 

COVID-19, the family gathered together to celebrate the gift of everlasting life. Masks and social 

distancing could not suppress the psalm of praise and love that radiated from the parents and the 

newborn’s two older brothers during this beautiful moment. 

I find this memory very comforting. Raising a child is inherently mysterious, open-ended, 

and challenging. Despite these uncertainties, people still choose to become parents and 

guardians, because they have an instinct that their love will find a way. 

We have no one to tell us how long the pandemic will last, but the example of parents and 

guardians reminds us that love will overcome. 


