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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

Without a doubt, we have had a busy school start 
up and it has been terrific seeing so many excited 
children come back to school after being home 
since we stopped at school learning last March.  

In the four weeks that we have been back at 
school, we have had our school opening celebration, 
Meet the Staff Night (electronically), a fire drill, 
and a School Council Meeting (electronically). 

We will soon be sending out information about mak-
ing choices for the next quarter of learning.  You 
will again have a choice of at school or online learn-
ing. Please look for a swift message that will be 
sent soon this month.. 

The best learning occurs when parents, students 
and staff all work together.  I would like to thank 
all the parents for the support they have already 
given us in making Good Shepherd the wonderful 
place it is. I would like to thank all of the parents 
who attended our Meet the Staff Night on  Google 
Classroom.   

 

Sincerely, 

Boyan Yarovenko   Heather Pawliuk  

Principal      Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

School Times: 

Early Learning:  

Morning - 8:50 AM  -  11:52 AM 

Afternoon– 12:30 PM - 3:20 PM 

No Thursdays 

Grades 1-3 

8:50 AM - 12:15 PM 

12:50 PM – 3:20 PM 

Thursdays  

8:50 AM –11:33 PM 

Grades 4-6 

8:55 AM-12:15 PM 

12:50 PM—3:30 PM 

Thursdays  

9:00 AM –11:43 PM 

http://www.goodshepherd.ecsd.net/
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Extended Vacations: 

Taking extended vacations during the school year 
can greatly impact your child’s learning.  We ask that 
if you are considering a vacation of more than one 
week, you consider scheduling this at another 
time.  Teaching and learning have changed, and be-
ing away from the classroom for extended periods of 
time will mean that your child will miss content and  
they will not be able to be assessed on missed con-
tent. We are not able to provide materials for you to 
work on during vacation because of the way we 
teach. Learning happens actively in the classroom 
through collaboration and communicating with 
peers and teachers.   

We strongly suggest that you do not take your child 
out of school during the school year and ask that you 
try as much as possible to book your vacations dur-
ing the regular school holidays.  If you are not able 
to schedule these extended vacations for any other 
time, please let the office know in advance. 

 HALLOWEEN AC TIVITIES  

We will be celebrating Halloween in the 
afternoon of October 30. The costume pa-
rade will start at  1:30 pm and may be vide-
oed for in school viewing or on the school 
field. Your child’s teacher will communicate 
with you about the activities for the class.  

• Covid masks must still be worn 

• Full face masks are not allowed 

• No replicated weapons are allowed 

• Costumes must allow for sanitization and washing of 
hands – therefore no hand covering. 

No sharing of candy among students. 

Please do not send any treats and 

candy. 

TRAFFIC CONGESTION IN DRIVE-THROUGH  

This year we have four large buses as well as sev-

eral day care vans dropping off students in the 

drive through.  We ask for your patience when 

using the drive-through in the morning.  You may 

be delayed by a few minutes while a bus or van 

is unloading. If you need to get out of your vehi-

cle to assist your children in getting out of the 

vehicle, it is recommended that you park on the 

street. 

After school, there is no access for parents in the 

drive through as it is reserved  for buses. Daycare 

vans have reserved parking on the street after 

school. 

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL SUPERVISION OF 

STUDENTS  

Please remember that the school provides supervi-

sion of students starting at 8:40 in the morning. 

Students should not arrive before this time, if possi-

ble. After school there is supervision for 10 minutes 

only (until 3:40 p.m.). It is important that you pick 

up your children on time. 

 CROSSWALKS 

Please use the crosswalks when crossing the street. For your safety, please do not walk through the 

drive-through. It can be very busy with traffic. 

Please ensure that you do not park too close to the crosswalks.  It is difficult for pedestrians to cross 

safely when cars are blocking the line of vision. Parking too close to the crosswalk will result in fines. 

 



EMERG ENCY PROCEDURES 

In the event of a potentially dangerous situation, we have a Crisis Management Plan in place.  Depending on 

the type of potential emergency, there are three possible responses. 

On Alert is called when it is important that hallways are clear for a medical emergency or there is an exter-

nal threat. Students do not leave the building but all classroom and school activities continue as usual. 

Lockdown is called when there is an immediate threat to the occupants of the building. 

Evacuation would occur if there is a fire or other danger to safety within the building. If students would 

need to be outside the building for a length of time, they would proceed to S. Bruce Smith School or Good 

Shepherd Church. 

We practice our procedures for Lockdown and Evacuation through the school year so the students are well 
prepared in the event of an emergency. 

What Should Parents do in the Event of an Emergency? 

Parents and community members play an important role in keeping our schools safe. Following all security 
measures such as: 

signing in at the school office 

allowing school and emergency services personnel do their job during an emergency  

keeping contact information up-to-date such as phone numbers and emergency con-
tacts 

The most helpful parental responses to a school emergency are to remain calm and wait for accurate infor-
mation to be sent to the number listed on your child’s emergency contact. We understand it is a natural 
instinct for parents to want to rush to their child. It is important for you to understand that, during such an 
event, individual schools and emergency responders have made preparations to deal with these incidents. 
Your cooperation in an emergency is essential to the safe and swift resolution of the incident. 

Please do not call the school. It is essential to keep phone lines open so school officials can make outgoing 
emergency calls. If students are ill or injured, the parents of those students will be notified first. Please do 
not go to the school. As we have learned from past school emergencies, one of our greatest challenges is 
how to manage an onslaught of parents and concerned citizens rushing to the scene to “help.” By doing so, 
parents can inadvertently create traffic jams that may block emergency responders from getting to the sce-
ne, or leaving if necessary to transport injured staff or students to emergency medical facilities. Additional 
key points: 

• Remain calm, follow procedures, and cooperate with school and public safety officials.  

• Remain close to the phone listed as your emergency contact number. 

• Understand that emergency pickup procedures are different than routine pickup procedures.  

• You maybe required to pick up your child at school or at a designated family reunification site. 

• Follow emergency procedures. If you are asked to pick up your child, you will be asked to follow the 
checkout procedure established for emergencies. 

•  The reunification system was developed to ensure the safety of students and it is vital that the proce-
dure be followed. 

• Remain in designated areas at the family reunification site.  

• Be patient! 



School Council News 

On behalf of the entire Good Shepherd School Council we would like to thank everyone that came to the 

first  Online Team meeting of the year on September 23 rd.!  We would like to remind all parents that you 

are always welcome at any meeting and we hope you join us October  for our next meeting. The October 

session will be primarily focused on the annual budget so it’s an important one! - If you are buying baked 

goods for Thanksgiving, don’t forget to stop at Cobs Bread in Grandville by Costco or Callingwood, and tell 

them you support Good Shepherd School! 5% of all purchases supporting Good Shepherd come right back 

to the school! 

NEXT SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING: OCTOBER 21@ 7PM 

 

SUPPORT GOOD SHEPHERD SCHOOL 

 

SHOP AT COBS BREAD & 5% OF  ALL SALES COME BACK TO OUR 
SCHOOL! 

 

WHERE?  COBS  BREAD  IN   Granville by Costco 

HOW?  WHEN SHOPPING, TELL THEM YOU SUPPORT 
GOOD SHEPHERD SCHOOL  

WHEN?  365 DAYS A YEAR! 

 

Thank you  

Good Shepherd School Council 

 



Sacramental Preparation  
 

Reconciliation & First Eucharist  - (Confession & Communion) 

for children in grades (2 & 3) or  (4 & 5). 
  

Confirmation 

for young people in grades 6, 7, 8 and 9. 

 

To register, please visit the Sacrament page on our website http://goodshep.caedm.ca and click on 
the SACRAMENT tab or call Rosemary at the Parish Office 780-487-7765. 

Deadline to register for Reconciliation and First Eucharist is: October 9, 2020  

Deadline to register for Confirmation is : October 6, 2020  

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

For information about 

Baptism for young people age 7 and up 

Confirmation for young people in grades 10 through adults 

Please call Rosemary at the Parish Office 780-487-7765 

 

 

 

Immunizations are an important part of maintaining your child’s health.  Your Alberta Health Ser-

vices (AHS) school nurse would like to remind all parents of school-aged children to check your 

child’s immunization records and ensure they are up to date with all recommended immunizations. 

The routine recommended schedule of vaccines for Alberta can be found at https://www.alberta.ca/

immunization-routine-schedule.aspx 

If you are new to Alberta OR if your child has been immunized at your doctor’s office or pharmacy, 

AHS Public Health may not have a record of your child’s immunizations.   

You can contact your local school nurse at 780-342-1234 (ext 3) to provide records of immunization 

or to book an immunization appointment.   

 

Health information is confidential and protected under the Health Information Act. 

For 24/7 nurse advice and general health information, call Health Link at 8-1-1. Or visit 

www.MyHealth.Alberta.ca or www.immunizealberta.ca for health information online. 

 

http://goodshep.caedm.ca
https://www.alberta.ca/immunization-routine-schedule.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/immunization-routine-schedule.aspx










 



October 2020 

 

“Joy springs from a grateful heart. Truly, we have received much, so many graces, so many blessings, and we rejoice in this. It will do us 
good to think back on our lives with the grace of remembrance…Let us seek the grace of remembrance so as to grow in the spirit of gratitude. 

Let us ask ourselves: are we good at counting our blessings, or have we forgotten them?”   (Pope Francis, Homily, 09/24/15) 

 

Our Holy Father shared these words initially when he was preaching to a group of priests and religious in New York.  
The message, however, is one that transcends vocation and age and whispers into all of our hearts.  It is so easy to 
lose our sense of gratitude and joy when we are being inundated with messages of fear, anxiety, and negativity at 
every turn, every day.  This year, more than ever, as we approach Thanksgiving, it is so important for us to take time 
to discern and to remember all of the goodness in our lives.  There are blessings in each of our lives, and it is im-
portant that we never lose sight of them.  Counting our blessings with gratitude is the first step of our journey to joy. 
  
The beginning of September seems so long ago.  There is no question that we are all learning as we move along the 
educational journey in Covid times.  Families and schools have all been focused on making learning “work” in an envi-
ronment that is drastically different than the norm, all while trying to minimize anxiety for everyone. 
 
At the time of writing this article, our Division has an enrolment of 43,350 students with approximately 11,513 of 
those students participating online.  Part of the understanding that we have gained as a Division is that we need 
proper time to be able to plan for and staff our different learning scenarios.  As a Division, we have hired 96 teachers 
to support the learning choices that families made; thankfully, much of the cost of this is offset by the federal educa-
tion pandemic funding that was announced in September.  We are very proud of the way our schools and depart-
ments were able to reconfigure in the few precious days between August 28, when parents finalized their Quarter 1 
learning decisions, and the first student day on September 2.  In many cases, entire school timetables needed to be 
rebuilt and teaching assignments were changed.  
 
October sees Quarter 2 on the horizon, and this means families will have another opportunity to choose in-school or 
online learning.  You will receive a SWIFT K-12 message by October 5 with all of the information that you will need in 
order to make an informed decision for your children for the second quarter and beyond.  We need to have a firm 
commitment from our families well before the second quarter begins on November 10 so that we can arrange our 
staff appropriately. 
 
 
I will leave you with a thought from Pope Francis’ General Audience on September 2, 2020.  “The current pandemic 
has highlighted our interdependence: we are all linked to each other, for better or for worse. Therefore, to come out 
of this crisis better than before, we have to do so together; together, not alone… Either it is done together, or it is 
not done. We must do it together, all of us, in solidarity.” 
 
Have a blessed Thanksgiving! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent  



Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with 

singing. Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his 

pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name. For 

the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations” (Psalm 100). 

Given our unique circumstances in the past eight months, and the many challenges and difficulties that so 

many have faced, we might think that as Thanksgiving approaches, we have very little for which to be thankful. 

But scripture and particularly Psalm 100 tell us a completely different story. In fact, the passage invites us to 

praise the Lord with great joy; to celebrate and worship the God of love.  

The major theme that emerges from this Psalm is the importance of belonging to God. During the past year 

there may have been times when we felt abandoned or forgotten by God. But the psalm presents the entire 

earth as joined together, not separated and alone. God’s steadfast love endures forever. And in the same way 

that we sing a song of praise to our creator, we acknowledge, praise, and bless Him for his goodness and mer-

cy. Indeed, the Lord is good and he never abandons us; God is always ready to sustain us with his merciful love, 

even and especially during times of great doubt and fear. “Be not be afraid. I go before you always. Come fol-

low me, and I will give you rest” (John Michael Talbot).  

During this Thanksgiving weekend, let us remember that God is with us, in the good times and in the moments 

that we find ourselves struggling. “Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are his 

people, and the sheep of his pasture” (Psalm 100). Like God, we too are called to be “good shepherds” in the 

environments where we live: in our families, at work, and in the community, sharing the Gospel message of 

love with everyone we meet.  

 

Sandra Talarico 

Manager, Religious Education Services 

Edmonton Catholic Schools 

 


