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April Newsletter 
Principal Message 

We continue our Lenten journey as we enter Spring Break and return to school. 
We anticipate the Resurrection of Jesus as we wait in joyful hope, for the coming 
of Easter, and the opportunity to sing Alleluia.  

 

May we be reminded to be quiet and still as we ponder the current challenges 
in our world and pray for peace, as we anticipate the great feast of Easter. The 
significance of breaking bread with those closest to Him and the prayer which 
helped Jesus during His darkest hour are examples of making the most of our 
dark moments.  His time on the cross reminds us that although we may all have 
crosses to bear, we can overcome. This is evidenced in Jesus’ resurrection. The 
Easter season fills us with hope and joy because death has been overcome. Just 



like Jesus, remember to pray when times seem difficult and remember to trust 
that Jesus continues to walk with us through these challenging times.  

On April 20, we invite you to join us as we celebrate Easter Mass at St. John the 
Evangelist Parish with Father Dean. We are excited to be able to take a fieldtrip. 
 

Principal  Pat Opyr               Assistant Principal         Ms. Loughlin 

 

AMA Patrollers 
 

 
Our grade 5 and 6 students have now had their training to be 
A.M.A. patrollers. Our schedule for patrolling started on February 28. 
Please keep our patrollers and students safe by using the crosswalks 
and obeying traffic laws. Your diligence to keep everyone safe is 
greatly appreciated. 
 

 

Shrove Tuesday 
 
On Shrove Tuesday the staff and students enjoyed pancakes 
as we anticipated the beginning of Lent. Thank you to all our 
families who were able to donate to help cover the cost of 
the pancakes. $371.00 was collected and went toward the 
payment of $495.00. 
 
 

Ash Wednesday  
 

The observance of this solemn service was 
participated in by all our students in individual 
classrooms. Father Glenn, through his homily, 
invited us to reflect on the variety of ways we 
could pray, fast, and give of our wealth and talent 
during this journey through Lent.   Administration 
and teachers distributed the blessed ashes as 
students were reminded to live the message of the 
gospels as they journey to Easter. 
 

Ash Wednesday Liturgy of the Word - Grades K-6: https://youtu.be/QVjT6f7rLF8 
 
 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/QVjT6f7rLF8&data=04%7c01%7cSandra.Talarico%40ecsd.net%7c0cfa626bfe7447fc97ca08d9f26409e1%7cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7c0%7c0%7c637807333733216397%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c3000&sdata=SL4NntxdTZA7vhdXENw7NugJZKVEbawGZhNZCgQKS3U%3D&reserved=0


Lenten Project – Break the Rules Day – March 25 
 

Our school-wide Lenten project has received active 
participation as students shared their personal acts of fasting, 
almsgiving, and prayer.  These small acts of sacrifice have 
been recorded on paper ‘footprints’ to represent our 
communal journey through Lent. You are invited to come to 
the front of the school to read the acts of love written on each 
of the ‘footprints’. 
 

 
In addition, the students’ interest in “breaking 
the rules” sparked a Lenten Project that helped 
to raise money for humanitarian aid to Ukraine. 
Students donated $1 per rule they wished to 
break, selected from a ‘teacher approved list. 
The money collected is being donated to the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada. They 
have partnered with the Canadian branch of 
the Papal charity, The Catholic Near East 
Welfare Association. The money will be donated 
to this charity via the Edmonton Eparchy and 
directly contributed to bring support to Ukraine.  
 
 

Faith Alive 40 Steps with Jesus Continues 
 

40 Steps with Jesus:  Starting Wednesday, March 2, a virtual faith journey 
created by Religious Education Services will provide ECSD families with 
opportunities to participate in prayer, little liturgies, and reflections on 
weekly Scripture passages, as well as activities that will highlight the lives 

of saints and our call to fast and to give alms. Lent is a 40-day season of prayer, fasting, 
and almsgiving that begins on Ash Wednesday and ends at sundown on Holy Thursday. 
It is a period of preparation to celebrate the Lord's Resurrection at Easter. During Lent, 
we seek the Lord in prayer by reading Sacred Scripture; we serve by giving alms; and 
we practice self-control through fasting. Called to not only abstain from luxuries but to a 
true inner conversion of heart, Edmonton Catholic Schools invite our families to journey 
with Christ; to follow his will more faithfully. Join us on Ash Wednesday as we begin our 
40 Steps with Jesus! Please visit the Faith Alive site starting March 2. 
 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/16775/faith-alive


 
 

Demonstration of Learning  
 
 
Thank you to all our parents who took time to meet 
with their child’s teacher to celebrate all of the 
learning that has been taking place. 
 
Students are so proud to bring home projects and talk 
about them with you. 
 
 
 

Teachers’ Convention 
 

Teachers enjoyed a full two days of learning with a variety of 
speakers to choose from. Teachers came back rejuvenated 
and with fresh ideas to initiate in their curriculum planning. This 
learning was extended in a later staff meeting as each 
teacher shared the ‘best of’ from their sessions, including 
resources. Our educators are a collaborative team who share 
and learn from each other. 

 

Flex Options 
 
Our students from kindergarten to Grade 6 have been thrilled to have the introduction 

of Flex sessions! Students can sign up for activities that pique 
their interest. In Division 2 the Flex options are offered every 
Thursday morning for 45 minutes prior to dismissal. The choices 
available to these students have been coding, drama, cooking 
and art. Our Division 1 students participate in Flex options once 
a month. Their first sessions involved outdoor adventures and 
provided them with a variety of activities and games in our 
school yard.  
 
 



 
Easter Mass 

 
Be sure to come and join us in-person for the celebration of the 
Resurrection of our Saviour! Students from kindergarten to grade 6 
will travel by bus to St. John the Evangelist church for an Easter Mass 
at 1:30 p.m. Family, friends and siblings are invited! The Gr. 5 class 
will be hosting this celebration. The address of the church is 9830 148 
St. 
 

Synod – Dates to be Determined 
 

Pope Francis has initiated a synod for the Church. 
What is a synod? Simply put, a synod is a meeting or 
assembly of church leaders. What makes this synod 
ground-breaking, is that this is the first time in the 
history of the Church whereby Catholics, both 
practising and non-practising around the world can 
participate and have input via their diocese! Our 
Archdiocese is doing this using ‘listening sessions’ for 
interested people to meet and discuss a variety of 
questions. These questions can also be answered 

individually. We have inserted links to a video from Archbishop Smith and another link to 
Synod News on page three of the Window newsletter from the Archdiocese. Both links 
will provide a wealth of information. You can join the email list for Window to receive 
this directly to your inbox. 
 
Our Lady of Victories Schools will be hosting a listening session for our school community 
later in March. The date has not yet been determined so please watch for Swift 
Updates. Everyone, both young and not so young are invited! 

Introduction to the Synod 

Window 
 

Social Justice Project – Book Sale – April 21&22 
 

In our desire to continue support for the victims of Ukraine, we 
will be having a book sale of a variety of 
titles that have been culled from our ‘well-
loved’ collection. On Thursday, April 21 and 
Friday, April 22, classes will take turns going to 
the gym to buy books. Books will cost 25 
cents each or 5 for $1.00. There is a wide 

https://youtu.be/xKK8i_UJJSM
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/News-from-the-Archdiocese---WINDOW-for-February-16--2022.html?soid=1127464661356&aid=A4AXfx0T3UA


variety of titles, so be sure your child has enough money to take advantage of this 
opportunity! 
 

Spring Concert - May 
 

We are delighted to announce that our upcoming 
Spring concert will be an in-person event! This will 
be the first time in over two years that we can 
gather together to celebrate our children and their 
gifts! The final date has not yet been determined, 
so please stay tuned for updates. Mrs. Smith has 
been busy preparing the children and we know the 
concert will be well attended. The concert will take 
place in May. 
 
 

Family Math Night – May 24th  
 
Another upcoming event will be a Family Math Night on Tuesday, May 24th at 6:30 p.m. in 
the gym. This will be an opportunity for families to come to the school and learn dice 
games that support their student’s mathematical 
concept and skill development. The first 45 minutes 
will focus on kindergarten to grade 3 concepts, and 
the final 45 minutes will be aimed at grades 4-6 
concepts. The presenter, from Box Cars and One 
Eye Jacks, will lead us in a variety of math dice 
games. Each family who attends will leave with sets 
of dice and a handout of the games learned to 
practise at home. Pre-registration will be necessary 
and will begin in May. Registrations forms will be 
sent home with your child closer to the date. Please 
be aware that this event is the Tuesday after the 
May long weekend. 
 
Thank you to our School Council for hosting this 
event. 
 

School and Family Picnic - June 
 

We will be hosting a school and family lunch hour picnic in June. 
All students, staff and families join in the school yard to enjoy a 
chance to eat lunch together. Everyone will be responsible to 
provide their own lunch, blanket and/or lawn chairs. Students can 
simply bring their normal lunches but be able to eat al fresco! This 
will be a wonderful chance to safely catch up with each other 



after all the Covid restrictions. More details will be sent out once the date has been 
selected.  
 

Loose Parts Play 
 
Our Lady of Victories continues to prepare for our Loose Parts Play program. The 
foundation and shed are in the process of being accessed. We look forward to the 

completion of these final steps in the process and gathering a collection of loose parts. 
 

2022/2023 Registrations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Council Meeting – May 11th 
 
Next Meeting of School Council 
We look forward to connecting again at our next meeting on May 11th. Newcomers are 
encouraged to join us and meet new friends! Watch your email for the TEAMS link on 
May 9th. 



Please check out the minutes from our March 9th meeting at 
https://www.ecsd.net/8011/page/5560/school-council.  

Playground Update – The final playground plan was presented, and equipment has 
now been ordered. Drop by the front foyer of the school to see the image of the 
completed park. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising: 
Bottle Recycling Collection on April 12th 

As way to make it easier for parents to support our school, the School Council will 
be having a Bottle Drive at the school on April 12th from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Please bring your bottles to the gym doors at the east side of the parking lot any 
time during this period. Leave your bottles at the east door and a staff member 
will move them into the gym. There will not be a person at the doors for the 
whole time. 

This ongoing fundraiser will also be continued until 
the end of June. Bottles can be dropped off 
directly at Callingwood Bottle Depot (6408 177 ST 
NW) anytime during operating hours.  

Our Lady of Victories Spirit Wear 

Would you like to show your support for Our Lady 
of Victories with a hoodie, t- shirt or other apparel? 
School Council has created a site where you can 
order spirit wear for your whole family!  

Go to Our Lady of Victories Spirit Wear 
Check out the grade 6 created logo. 

 

https://www.ecsd.net/8011/page/5560/school-council
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fourladyofvictories.entripyshops.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CEileen.Loughlin%40ecsd.net%7Cb6662becdf304a12294b08d9e4e94dd8%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637792512942448223%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=iIrn63gF4w1KqUpqWUB%2FlMZzjcCK76q2DsXRkr5C%2BSE%3D&reserved=0


Confetti Cookies 

Another successful fundraiser has ended. The 
love of delicious cookies in our community is 
apparent, and we are happy to announce that 
this fundraiser generated $810.00 for our school! 
We are excited to have some funds for our year 
end activities. We hope you enjoyed your 
cookies. 

COBS Bread 

The COBS Bread Dough Raiser Program is continuing until the end of June. COBS 
will donate 5% of all purchases made at participating locations to our 
playground fund. Participating locations: West Granville COBS- 7237 Winterburn 
Rd NW (by River Cree Costco), Callingwood COBS- 6655 178 ST NW and 
Crestwood COBS- 9680 142 ST NW. COBS will finalize our donation at the end of 
June. Please remember to tell the cashier our school’s name as you do your 
shopping. Thanks for your support. 

 

St. John the Evangelist 
 
Rev. Fr. Dean Dowle  

stjohnevangelist.edm@caedm.ca 

Pastoral Assistant: Sophie Ogle  

sophie.ogle@caedm.ca 

www.stjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca 

Please check out the parish newsletter for more 
information. 

If you have not yet signed up for Flocknote please do so. Our school is often featured in 
St. John’s Parish highlights. 
 

AHS Covid Updates 
 
As of March 1, the Province of Alberta has gone into Phase Two of the return to normal 
Covid protocol. This step removes school requirements for kindergarten to grade 6 
cohorting. 

Teachers and school staff will continue to be diligent in ensuring that our students follow 
Covid protocols. Mr. Connolly and Mrs. Trivino attend closely to the cleaning and 
disinfecting of classrooms and spaces as outlined in our protocols and is seen frequently 
wiping high touch areas.  

Parents, thank you for your support in helping us by doing the daily check in with your 
child and keeping your child at home when they are sick. When reporting a student’s 

mailto:stjohnevangelist.edm@caedm.ca
mailto:sophie.ogle@caedm.ca
http://www.stjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca/


absence on the school voicemail, please speak slowly and include your child’s first and 
last name, as well as their grade level and the name of the teacher. 

Updates are continually being made to our school re-entry document of changes 
directed to us by the Alberta Government and Alberta Health Services 

 

 

 

March Calendar 
 

March 28 – April 1 NO SCHOOL; Spring Break 

April 4 Back to School 

April 12 Bottle Drop off 

April 15 NO SCHOOL; Good Friday 

April 18 NO SCHOOL; Easter Monday 

April 20 Easter Mass at St. John the Evangelist Parish at 1:30 p.m. 

April 22 Earth Day 

April 27 Administrative Assistant Day 

 
 

 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/7013/back-to-school-plan-for-the-2021-2022-school-year
https://www.alberta.ca/k-12-learning-during-covid-19.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page16998.aspx

