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June Newsletter 
Principal Message 

Strength of a Mountain 

God took the strength of a mountain, 
The majesty of a tree, 

The warmth of a summer sun, 
The calm of a quiet sea, 

The generous soul of nature, 
The comforting arm of night, 

The wisdom of the ages, 
The power of the eagle's flight, 
The joy of a morning in spring, 

The faith of a mustard seed, 
The patience of eternity, 

The depth of a family need, 
Then God combined these qualities, 

When there was nothing more to add, 
He knew His masterpiece was complete, 

And so, He called it ... Dad 

- Author Unknown 

-retrieved from Jesuitresource.org on June 1, 2022 

We are reminded in June to honour our fathers and to thank them for all they provide 
for us in our lifetimes. We hope that you have opportunities to connect and spend time 
with the fathers, grandfathers, and other significant men in the lives of our families. June 
is the perfect opportunity to celebrate the significant role these men play in our lives. 

It is with grateful hearts and gratitude that we thank you parents/guardians for the 
tremendous support of your children’s learning throughout the year. We have endured 
some challenging times and have come out stronger. We are blessed to have 
opportunities to start gathering and we look forward to seeing you at our family picnic. 
Please see details down below. We also want to wish our grade sixes every success as 
they venture out into a new experience. Grade sixes, wherever you go may your light 
shine bright! 



 

We also want to take this opportunity to thank our School Council for their tremendous 
support both financially and whenever needed to attend to a fundraising task. Your gift 
of time is such a blessing for our school community. We are looking forward to the 
manifestation of our new school playground later this month. 

Our wish for you is that you have a safe and fun-filled summer and that we will see you 
again in September as we reconnect as a community. Please watch for a year end 
letter with an overview of important items that will provide details for our return in 
September to come out later this month. 

Principal  Pat Opyr               Assistant Principal         Ms. Loughlin 

 

Social Justice Projects   
 
Our Lady of Victories’ social justice projects enabled us to donate $661.75 to the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada. They have partnered with the Canadian branch 
of the Papal charity, The Catholic Near East Welfare Association. The Break the Rules 
Day and our Book Sale were generously supported by all of our families toward this 
worthy cause. Thank you! 
 

Girls STEM Club 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The girls in Division Two have started their STEM Club on Tuesday afternoons. While 
waiting for the arrival of the laptops and Lego coding sets, we are researching the 
various careers in STEM and learning how different women in these fields have 
successfully navigated their schooling and career. The excitement in the room is 
palpable as this cohort of girls gathers to share their ideas and curiosity. 



 

Casino Earnings 
 
In late January, a generous group of parents and friends of Our Lady of Victories School 
donated their time for48 hours at the Starlight Casino at West Edmonton Mall. The time 
they spent earned a portion of the proceeds from that quarter of earnings. We are 
thrilled to announce that the share earned by these families and friends equals 
$79,257.82! This money will be kept in the School Council Association accounts to be 
spent on a variety of technology, books and learning experiences for all our students for 
the next two years.  
A huge thank you goes out to: 

 
Amy Machnik 
Alana Janvier  
Joanna Quigg   
Alice O’Brien   

Johanna Melson  
Andrea Atkins   

Kelsey McWhirter   
Arturo Contreras Reyas   

Lesley Broadhead   
Charles Chapeskie   

Marjorie Manuel   
Christina Henry   

Patsey Stokes   
Christine Sunido   

Sabastion Bartlett   
Christopher Atkins   

Sandra Haltiner   
Cris Mangulabnan   

Shawna McCoy   
Diana Mora   
Teresa Bailie   

Farrah Dziwenka   
Victor Gultom   

Jennifer Krezlewicz 
 
 

 
The 100 Voices students treated their mothers and guardians to a special evening of 
pampering in the gym on May 5th. The ‘spa’ included iced "tea" and cookies, a 
massage station with cucumbers for the ladies’ eyes, a jewelry making station and a 
hand massage spa. The evening was rounded out with a hair salon (complete with 
butterfly clip accessories) and a center to make bath salts to enjoy at home. Everyone 
went home feeling pampered and loved. 

Spring Concert  
 
What an amazing evening of song and smiles! Under the direction of Mrs. Smith, our 

students were able to experience, many for the first time ever, the 
joy of performing. From the littlest children from 100 Voices to our 
sophisticated students in Grade 6, it was clear that a love of song 
and performing has returned to Our Lady of Victories. It was 

100 Voices Spa Night 



wonderful to see so many of our families and friends 
in attendance. The vocal and musical talents of the 
students combined with the message of caring for 
God’s creation made for an entertaining evening. A 
huge thank you goes out to Mrs. Smith for drawing 
such artistry from our students. 
 
 

In-Person Kindergarten – Grade 6 Open House  
 
On May 18th several new families and prospective students came to the school to see 
the wonderful programming and environment we have waiting for them. Each of the 
families were very impressed with the culture and philosophy of Our Lady of Victories, 
and their little ones loved touring the classrooms. The newly hatched chicks in the 100 
Voice classrooms were their favourite. 
 
The best advertising is word of mouth, so please share the good news to your friends 
and help us grow Our Lady of Victories family! 
 
We are now giving in-person tours to prospective families which can be booked with a 
call to the office. 
 

Family Math Night  
  

Thirteen families joined us on May 24 for an 
evening of math, fun and laughter as they 
participated in the presentation by John 
Felling from Box Cars and One Eye Jacks. The 
library was full of people laughing and 
enjoying the challenges each of the dice 
and card games presented. Mathematical 
concepts are 
developed in a set 
sequence: concrete 
objects to pictorial and 

finally to the symbolic. The simple tools of 14 dice and a deck of cards 
were used to construct complex math concepts in an entertaining 
way. 
 
Thank you to our School Council for hosting this math literacy night for 
our community. 
 

Faith Day – Catholic Education Week  
 



The morning of May 25th was a time dedicated to Mary, the 
Mother of God. May is the month where Mary is honored.  With 
her acceptance of God’s will to be the mother of Jesus, Mary 
brought the divine into our humanity. As the mother of Jesus, we 
pray for her intercession to have our prayers answered by God. 
Like any good son, Jesus in heaven listens to his mother’s wisdom. 
  
Our Faith Day was part of Catholic Education Week and began 
with mixed groups of K-2 and Gr. 3-6 
students forming 8 different faith groups 
who came up with a team name and 
cheer. Next, all our students, including the 

100 Voice students, gathered in the gym to pray and share our 
cheers. Every child presented Mary with a carnation at the altar in 
the gym before departing for their first of four activity stations. 
Each activity involved a church teaching, prayer, and an activity. 
From beading a thumb rosary and guardian angel crafts, to 
Marian healing and Fruits of the Spirit fruit salad, there was constant involvement and 
excited sharing of faith journeys. 
 

Cross Country Run  
 
Throughout the month of May, students from Grades 1 – 
6 spent several lunch hours training and running to 
increase their cardiovascular stamina. For the Grades 3-
6 students, this training was their preparation for the 
Edmonton Catholic School Division Cross Country Run 
at Rundle Park on May 24th. Miss Simpson, Miss Bertholet 
and Miss Madrazo were the coaches. 

 
The Rundle Park course was a 2-kilometer distance and the weather cooperated to 
keep things cool and refreshing for the runners. The 30 students who participated all 
completed the course with a smile and were pleased to be rewarded with a drink and 
cookie. Congratulations to all our participants. You represented Our Lady of Victories 
with class! 

 



 
Camp Warwa 

 
The Grade 6 students were thrilled to 
finally be able to have a fieldtrip together 
and to cherish their last days as 
elementary students. On May 27th, the 
whole school came out to wave good-
bye as our most senior pupils, Mr. Salvador 
and Miss Simpson 
boarded the bus for 
Camp Warwa. 

Upon arrival at the camp, the students participated in a variety 
of team building and just ‘for fun’ activities: ziplining, canoeing, 
archery and wall climbing. The day culminated with a hot dog 
roast and arrival back to school for 6:30 p.m.  
 
 
 

Loose Parts Play  
 
 
Our Lady of Victories continues to prepare for our Loose Parts Play 
program. The base for the shed is now in place and the construction 
of the shed has been scheduled for mid-June.  Once the shed is 
completed, we will begin collecting the many ‘loose parts’ objects 
that will entice the creativity of our students. 
 
 

Fort Edmonton Field Trip – June 13th 

 
 
It is an exciting return to normal when we can plan for off-site field 
trips. Edmonton and Alberta history will come to life at Fort 
Edmonton for the Grades 2, 4, and 5 cohorts on June 13th. This 
wonderful opportunity is both educational and celebratory as we 
welcome the beginning of summer and the end of Covid. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grade 6 Provincial Achievement Tests 

 
Mr. Salvador and the Grade 6 students have been diligently 
preparing for the rigour of the Provincial Achievement Tests. 
Students have already completed the first part of the 
Language Arts test. The remaining testing will involve Math, 
Science, Social Studies, and the final Language Arts exam. 

We wish these students every success and know that they are well-prepared. 
 
    Math Part A – June 16 
    ELA Part B – June 17 
    Social Studies – June 20 
    Science – June 22 
    Math Part B – June 24 
 

Week of Fun Theme Days – June 21, 23, 24, 27, 28, 29 

 
 
Instead of having one day dedicated to a Fun Day, our students 
will experience a series of theme actives from June 21st to June 
29th. Each day there will be a theme with connected games 
planned for classes to play. Teachers can join other classes and 
select the most suitable time during the day for their children. 
Some of the themes are Beach Day, Oscar Awards, and 
Indigenous Culture. Schedule of days are in the calendar at the 
end of the newsletter. 
 

National Indigenous Day – June 21st 

 
June 21st is the day Canadians celebrate the heritage, diverse cultures and outstanding 
achievements of our First Nations, Inuit, and Metis Canadians. Our staff is preparing a 
varied offering of activities for all students to deepen our understanding and enjoyment 
of these cultures. 
 

 
 
 
 



Family Picnic and Parent Appreciation – June 22nd 

 
Everyone is invited to join the staff and students at Our 
Lady of Victories School for a lunchtime picnic in the park 
at noon on Wednesday, June 22. Bring a lunch, blanket, 
and your best smile to the field on the east side of the 
school and join your child/ren for this picnic. The staff will 
also be showing their appreciation for all that you do daily 
to support the work we do at school. We are blessed to 
have a strong home, school, and parish community. We 
are truly blessed. 
 

Grade 6 Farewell/ Year End Celebration – June 27th 

 
Every June brings the anticipation of long, lazy 
summer days of relaxation, no bells, class, or 
assignments. This excitement is tempered however 
with the awareness that we also have the sadness of 
farewells. Our amazing Grade 6 students have 
contributed their ideas and energy and love to make 
a caring school community. They have mastered the 
art of flexibility in the last two years due to the 
pandemic with grace. 

 
We will have our year end celebration at 10:30 a.m. in the gym on Monday, June 27th. 
This celebration will be Our Lady of Victories farewell to our Grade 6 students. Parents 
and family are invited to join us for this gathering. The Grade 6 class will then enjoy a 
surprise provided by Mr. Salvador and a class luncheon provided by the School 
Council. 
 

Talent Show – June 27th 

 
 
The afternoon of June 27th will be filled with song, dance, 
drama, and magic as our talented students share their gifts 
school-wide. Interested students are connecting with Mrs. 
Smith and Mr. Holloway. Watch for more details to come via 
SWIFT email. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



100 Voices Graduation – June 28th 

 
On June 28th our youngest students will be joined by 
their families and friends in the gym to formally 
graduate from their current year in 100 Voices. 
These little ones have demonstrated incredible 
growth throughout the year, and we share the joy 
felt by their teachers and staff. We wish them future 
success and know that they will bring continued 
smiles to everyone in their future schooling. 

 

Report Cards Online – June 28th 

 
The online report cards will be activated and accessible to parents/guardians and 
students on June 28th. Please be sure to access your child/ren’s report card via 
PowerSchool prior to June 30th. This will ensure that any concerns can be addressed 
prior to the school closing for the summer. 
 

Last Day of Classes – June 29th 

 
Wednesday, June 29th is the last day of term. 
Students from kindergarten to grade six will be 
dismissed at 12:16 p.m. to begin their summer 
break. The remainder of the week are not 
operational days in the Division. Please watch 
for a year end newsletter being sent home 
containing information regarding 2022-2023 
school year. 

 

School Council Meeting  
 
Bottle Drive – There will be a final bottle drive at the school on Wednesday, June 8th. 
Please drop you bottles at the east side of the school, beside the 
gym wall anytime from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. All money collected 
will be used for the benefit of the children and school activities. 

 
Council Meetings - May was a busy month for the School Council. 
There was a meeting on May 4th which had been rescheduled 
from April due to the Spring Concert. There is an upcoming 
meeting in June. Information as to the date of this meeting will be 
sent out via SWIFT email.  

Minutes from all meetings from the current year are available via 
this link: 



https://www.ecsd.net/8011/page/5560/school-council.  

Fundraising: 
Hot Lunch 

Our hot lunch committee has planned a perogy lunch organized through The 
Lunch Lady. We are grateful to our lunch committee for sponsoring this hot lunch 
in support of a social justice initiative. 

 
 

 

 

 

Bottle Recycling  

This ongoing fundraiser will also be continued until the end of June. Bottles can 
be dropped off directly at Callingwood Bottle Depot (6408 177 ST NW) anytime 
during operating hours. We will also have a bottle drop off at the school on June 
8th. Please leave your contributions at the back of the gym. Thank you.  

COBS Bread 

The COBS Bread Dough Raiser Program is continuing until the end of June. COBS 
will donate 5% of all purchases made at participating locations to our 
playground fund. Participating locations: West Granville COBS- 7237 Winterburn 
Rd NW (by River Cree Costco), Callingwood COBS- 6655 178 ST NW and 
Crestwood COBS- 9680 142 ST NW. COBS will finalize our donation at the end of 
June. Please remember to tell the cashier our school’s name as you do your 
shopping. Thanks for your support. 
 

St. John the Evangelist 
 
Rev. Fr. Dean Dowle  

stjohnevangelist.edm@caedm.ca 

Pastoral Assistant: Sophie Ogle  

sophie.ogle@caedm.ca 

www.stjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca 

Please check out the parish newsletter for more 
information. 

If you have not yet signed up for Flocknote please do so. Our school is often featured in 
St. John’s Parish highlights. 
 

********************** 
 

https://www.ecsd.net/8011/page/5560/school-council
mailto:stjohnevangelist.edm@caedm.ca
mailto:sophie.ogle@caedm.ca
http://www.stjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca/


Baptism, Reconciliation, and the 
Eucharist are the sacraments of 
initiation into our Catholic faith. 
These sacraments are the living 
and empowering sign of God’s 
love and grace in our lives. The 
reception of any of these 
sacraments are celebrated by the 
whole community. Although we 
teach what these sacraments are 
in school, it is only the parents and 

parish together who can provide the instruction and opportunity for each child to 
receive these gifts.  
 
If your child/ren have or will soon receive any of these sacraments, please contact the 
office so that we can share these pivotal events with our school community. If you have 
not registered your child for the preparation or wish for yourself to receive the 
sacraments, it is never too late! Father Dean and Sophie will happily support your family 
to begin the journey! 
Sacramental Preparation with Father Dean 
 

Congratulations 
 

Congratulations to Mary and Teagan in Grade 3 and Chrisandra and 
Nikki in Grade 2 who made their First Holy Communion in May. They 
are now able to receive the special graces of the most perfect 
prayer. If your child is making any sacraments, please let the office 
know so that we can recognize these momentous events. If you have 
photos to share, we would like to place them on our bulletin board 
celebrating the sacraments. 

 

AHS Covid Updates 
 
As of March 1, the Province of Alberta has gone into Phase Two of the return to normal 
Covid protocol. This step removes school requirements for kindergarten to grade 6 
cohorting. 

Teachers and school staff will continue to be diligent in ensuring that our students follow 
Covid protocols. Mr. Connolly and Mrs. Trivino attend closely to the cleaning and 
disinfecting of classrooms and spaces as outlined in our protocols and is seen frequently 
wiping high touch areas.  

Parents, thank you for your support in helping us by doing the daily check in with your 
child and keeping your child at home when they are sick. When reporting a student’s 
absence on the school voicemail, please speak slowly and include your child’s first and 
last name, as well as their grade level and the name of the teacher. 

https://stjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca/Sacraments


Updates are continually being made to our school re-entry document of changes 
directed to us by the Alberta Government and Alberta Health Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 June Calendar 
 

 June 3 Perogy Hot Lunch 

June 5 Pentecost Sunday 

June 8 Bottle Drive drop off 

June 13 Fort Edmonton field trip – Gr.2, 4 and 5 

June 16 Gr. 6 PAT – Math Part A 

June 17 Gr. 6 PAT – English Language Arts Part B 

June 19 Father’s Day 

June 20 Gr. 6 PAT – Social Studies 

June 21  National Indigenous Day/Theme Day 
Kindergarten full day 

June 22 Gr. 6 PAT – Science 
Family Picnic at noon in school yard (bring your 
lunch and blanket) 
Parent Appreciation at noon 
Theme Day: Adventure is Out There! For kinder 

June 23 Theme Day: Adventure is Out There! Dress up as 
your favourite animal 

June 24 Gr. 6 PAT – Math Part B 
Kindergarten full day 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/7013/back-to-school-plan-for-the-2021-2022-school-year
https://www.alberta.ca/k-12-learning-during-covid-19.aspx
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page16998.aspx


Theme Day: Where the Wild Things Are – Dress 
up as your favourite animal 

June 27 Gr. 6 Farewell 10:30 a.m. in gym 
School-wide Talent Show in p.m. – A Night at 
the Oscars – formal wear 
Kindergarten full day 

June 28 Full day of classes 
100 Voices Graduation 
Theme Day: It’s a Small World – Disney dress up 
Report Cards posted online 

June 29 Last day of class – 12:16 p.m. dismissal 
Theme Day: Beach Blast – wear beach gear 

 
 

 


	Strength of a Mountain

