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Principal Message 

 
 
 

 

“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

“Stop judging and you will not be judged. 

Stop condemning and you will not be condemned. 

Forgive and you will be forgiven. 

Give and gifts will be given to you; a good 

measure, packed together, shaken down, and 

overflowing, will be poured into your lap. For 

the measure with which you measure will in 

return be measured out to you.” 

Luke 6:36-38 

 

 

As we begin our Lenten journey, we are faced with another world event challenging the 

strength and endurance of our families. We invite you to keep our Ukrainian families in 

your prayers and unite with us in your minds and hearts for peace and hope for Ukraine 

and the World. Through the intercession of our Most Blessed Mother, Mary, the Mother of 

God, we ask you to guide and protect the people of Ukraine, as we say:  

 

Hail Mary full of Grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed are thou amongst women 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb Jesus. Holy Mary Mother of God, pray for us 

sinners now and at the hour of our death. AMEN. 

 

 



 

February was a busy month at Our Lady of 

Victories School as students shared their kindness 

in our school and with our greater community. 

Acts of Kindness were celebrated over the 

announcements daily as teachers spotted 

students being kind to others. Let us hope that 

our world leaders share the same kindness with 

each other. 

It is that time of year again when we take the 

opportunity to highlight the learning that has 

been taking place at school. We will be sending 

information out later this month inviting you to 

have a conversation with your child’s teacher 

about the progress that has been made 

regarding his/her learning at our virtual 

demonstration of learning. 

 
 

We are also starting our planning for the 2021-2022 school year. An invite was sent out to 

parents to respond using the intention icon in PowerSchool on February 28 to let the school 

know of your intentions for your child(ren)s schooling next year.  This request may seem early 

to make a decision, but student enrolment impacts class configurations, staffing and 

budgeting and planning has already started.  

 

Mrs. Pat Opyr         Ms. Eileen Loughlin 

Principal         Assistant Principal 

 

Assurance Survey – Deadline March 25th 

 

Please respond to the parent survey from Alberta Education. To encourage online 

participation in the parent survey, the survey package was mailed by Alberta Education 

directly to you the parents. This package will only include a letter, instructions, and the 



Random Access Code (RAC) used to access the online survey.  Parents/guardians wishing 

to complete a paper survey (hard copy) or a translated survey (in the additional languages 

available) can request one through Mrs. Opyr or the System Assurance Branch via email at 

EDC.SystemAssurance@gov.ab.ca or by phone at 780-643-9193.  If you have a child that 

has been associated with more than one school, complete the survey for the most relevant 

school.  The deadline for the parent survey is March 25, 2022.   

Survey responses will not be saved unless the respondent clicks the “submit” button.   

Thank you! 

100th Day of School  

 

The 100th Day of School was a big event on February 4th in Division 1! The Grade 1 students 

decorated 100 Day glasses and imagined what they would be like at 100 years old. The 

Grade 2 and 3 classes wrote creatively about what life would be like in 100 years and used 

100 objects to construct various designs. 

 

 

Grade 4 Bible Presentation 

 

On February 1st our Gr. 4 students were the center of attention as this was the day of their 

Bible Presentation. Father Dean, Sophie, Mr. Holloway, Mrs. Opyr and Ms. Loughlin were 

invited to attend this special celebration. Father Dean spoke eloquently of how the bible 

was the instruction book for ‘listening, learning and living” their vocation, and even ignited 

the children’s imaginations with the use of chemistry during his homily. Each of the students 



received their bible which will be theirs to keep forever as it guides and sustains them 

throughout their life. 

 

 

 

Library Renovations 

 

Our amazing carpenters from ECSD came to the school with tools and materials to 

transform our library shelving from Jan. 31st – Feb.4th. This talented team removed the older 

shelving units across the west wall and replaced them with natural birch units. The final 

phase of the renovation will be the construction of a new workstation for the staff made of 

the same birch wood. Painting touch ups are being completed as we prepare this 

newsletter. 

Random Acts of Kindness Week 

 

Recognizing acts of kindness was the theme during the week of February. Every child in the 

school was recognized for an act of kindness that 

they performed which was recorded on a pink or 

red heart. Each child’s action was read on 

morning announcements and then the heart was 

posted in the front foyer on our school Kindness 

Tree. The students were thrilled to view their ‘heart’ 

hanging on the tree and enjoyed celebrating their 

peers too! 

 

 



Social Justice Projects 

 

We are exceptionally proud of all the projects our staff and students engaged in for our community 

during the Random Act of Kindness week. The Kindergarten, Grade 1 and 2 classes used their art 

and writing skills to create cards for our health care workers at the Misericordia Hospital. These 

essential workers have been so greatly appreciated during the pandemic. 

 

 

 

One of our neighbors in the community is the G.E.F. Seniors Housing Center on 161 Street. 

This center has 58 retired residents who have contributed greatly to Edmonton now and in 

the past. The Grade 2, Grade 3, Grade 5 and Grade 6 students prepared St. Valentine 

cards with messages of care for each resident and attached a sweet treat. These cards 

were shared with the seniors at supper time on February 14th  at the center. 

 

 

 

Grade 4 students have been very supportive of our armed services and created bookmarks 

for veterans. The Grade 3 class took a walk through the neighborhood delivering care 

cards. Many of the residents were home and shared smiles of gratitude. Finally, our 100 



Voices students delivered sticky notes of gratitude to every staff member. Our little 

community has really been flooded with love and kindness in February. 

 

Valentine Celebrations 

 

 

The afternoon of February 14th was filled with crafts, games, treats 

and the exchanging of Valentine cards. Classes enjoyed the 

chance to take a break from the usual schedule to honour St. 

Valentine, who reminds us, every year, of the importance of love 

and care. 

Pink Shirt Day 

 

Pink Shirt Day observed in the school by students and staff to show support for the courage 

to stand up to bullying anywhere and everywhere. Pink Shirt Day started in Canada in 2007 

in Nova Scotia when two Grade 12 students saw a new student being harassed and 

threatened for wearing pink. The pair, David Sheppard and Travis Price, bought 50 pink shirts 

and handed them out to their classmates to wear the next day. At Our Lady of Victories, 

the many shades of pink were a clear and strong message of our support for this important 

day. 

AMA Patrollers 

 

Our grade 5 and 6 

students have now had 

their training to be A.M.A. 

patrollers. Our schedule for 

patrolling started on 

February 28. Please keep 

our patrollers and students safe by using the 

crosswalks and obeying traffic laws.  

 



  

Shrove Tuesday 

 

On Tuesday, March 1 the staff and students will celebrate the day 

before the beginning of Lent. This day, called Fat Tuesday, is the 

day to eat and be merry prior to the more solemn period of Lent. 

Each student will have pancakes as a morning snack. We ask that 

each child contribute a toonie to help cover the cost. 

 

Ash Wednesday – March 2 

 

The observance of this solemn service will be at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, March 2. The 

liturgy will be with our division chaplain, Father Glenn via a YouTube link (below). Teachers 

will use the blessed ashes to sprinkle a cross on the foreheads of our students as a visible 

symbol of each individual’s promise to turn to Christ and the message of the gospels as they 

journey to Easter. 

 

Ash Wednesday Liturgy of the Word - Grades K-6: https://youtu.be/QVjT6f7rLF8 

 

Lenten Project – March 7 - 25 

 

Our school-wide Lenten project will inspire and encourage 

personal commitment to fasting, almsgiving and prayer. 

Students and staff will be given a variety of challenges in each 

of the three categories. For example, fast from video games one 

day, attend mass, pray before going to sleep, or skip a treat to 

donate the money to charity. Each child will create a prayer 

chain made from the actions they complete throughout Lent. 

These small acts of sacrifice will create a chain of holiness as we journey with Christ to the 

cross. 

  



As part of our school-wide project, we will be supporting the 

people of Ukraine via the Knights of Columbus appeal. They will 

match every dollar raised and send these funds to the Ukraine 

Solidarity Fund. The money will go to temporary shelter, food, 

medical supplies, clothing, communications, and religious 

supplies. 100% of the funds will go directly to the displaced 

people. Stay tuned for further information as to the events that will occur during Lent. 

 

Faith Alive – March 2 

 

40 Steps with Jesus:  Starting Wednesday, March 2, a virtual faith journey 

created by Religious Education Services will provide ECSD families with 

opportunities to participate in prayer, little liturgies, and reflections on weekly 

Scripture passages, as well as activities that will highlight the lives of saints and our call to 

fast and to give alms. Lent is a 40-day season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving that begins 

on Ash Wednesday and ends at sundown on Holy Thursday. It is a period of preparation to 

celebrate the Lord's Resurrection at Easter. During Lent, we seek the Lord in prayer by 

reading Sacred Scripture; we serve by giving alms; and we practice self-control through 

fasting. Called to not only abstain from luxuries but to a true inner conversion of heart, 

Edmonton Catholic Schools invite our families to journey with Christ; to follow his will more 

faithfully. Join us on Ash Wednesday as we begin our 40 Steps with Jesus! Please visit 

the Faith Alive site starting March 2. 

 

 

 

Teachers’ Convention - March 3 & 4 (no classes for students) 

 

Teachers enjoy a full two days of learning with a variety of speakers to choose from. 

Categories of sessions included topics related to curriculum, assessment, health and 

wellness, counselling, inclusive education, Indigenous education, and more. Teachers' 



Convention always provides a boost of energy to our vocation as we return to school with 

some new ideas. 

 

Synod – dates to be determined 

 

Pope Francis has initiated a synod for the Church. What is 

a synod? Simply put, a synod is a meeting or assembly of 

church leaders. What makes this synod ground-breaking, 

is that this is the first time in the history of the Church 

whereby Catholics, both practising and non-practising 

around the world are able to participate and have input 

via their diocese! Our Archdiocese is doing this using 

‘listening sessions’ for interested people to meet and discuss a variety of questions. These 

questions can also be answered individually. We have inserted links to a video from 

Archbishop Smith and another link to Synod News on page three of the Window 

newsletter from the Archdiocese. Both links will provide a wealth of information. You can 

join the email list for Window to receive this directly to your inbox. 

 

Our Lady of Victories Schools will be hosting a listening session for our school community 

later in March. The date has not yet been determined so please watch for Swift Updates. 

Everyone, both young and not so young are invited! 

Introduction to the Synod 

Window 

 

Spring into Art - March 13 – March 20 

  

Two of our student’s artwork has been selected for the 

Spring into Art Virtual Gallery. Congratulations to Jessica in 

grade 1 and Sebi in Grade 3. Please check out the show 

at ecsdspringintoart.net between March 13th (at 1:00 

p.m.) and March 20th. Be sure to check it out! 

 



   

 

We hope that you continue to take the opportunity to explore PowerSchool and celebrate 

your child’s ongoing successes.  

 

Please watch for communication to come out the week of March 14th regarding details for 

Demonstration of Learning. Teachers will also be reaching out to families this month to 

review IPPs. 

 

Seniors for Seniors 

 

Do you know anyone 55 and older who is needing a place to have fellowship, activity, and 

a sense of community? Seniors for Seniors in the Elmwood Community Centre may be just 

the place! This group of retired men and women have organized to create a place for 

everyone. Their mission is to overcome isolation and loneliness within in this age group for 

Edmonton. They have fitness activities and games for the more active but also have a 

coffee time for those less inclined. If you know anyone who would be interested or needs 

to feel more included, please contact Gail at the Elmwood Community League 780-489-

2179 or via Programs at Elmwood Community League. 

 

 

 

 

 

Demonstration of Learning - March 17 



2022/2023 Registrations and Video 

 

 

Registrations for the 2022-2023 are 

open and underway! We are very 

excited to welcome new students to 

our school community for next year.  

 

 

 

We have created a short video to promote our school and share our message hope and 

love with our community. Please feel free to share with your friends and neighbours!!  

 

To view the video, please click this link: https://youtu.be/VLyQvk-p1es 

 

Property Assessment: School Support Declaration 

 

Have you declared your school support for the Separate (ECSD) schools in your City of 

Edmonton property tax assessment? By doing so, you assure that ECSD receives its share of 

your city taxes to support the wonderful work we do in our division. If you are not sure, 

contact 311 and they can tell you how to declare your support for ECSD. 

 

School Council Meeting – March 9th  

 

Next Meeting of School Council 

We look forward to connecting again at our next meeting on March 9th. Newcomers are 

encouraged to join us and meet new friends! Watch your email for the TEAMS link on March 7th. 

Please check out the minutes from our January 5th meeting at 

https://www.ecsd.net/8011/page/5560/school-council.  

Playground Update – Plans are well underway and parent recommendations provided to our 

division representative and the playground vendors.  

Fundraising 



Our Lady of Victories Spirit Wear 

Would you like to show your support for Our Lady of Victories with a hoodie, t- shirt or other 

apparel? School Council has created a site where you can order spirit wear for your whole 

family!  

Go to Our Lady of Victories Spirit Wear 

Confetti Cookies 

We have a new fundraiser just in time for the upcoming Easter season! Please watch for more 

details. 

Bottle Recycling 

This ongoing fundraiser will also be open until the end of June. Bottles can be dropped off 

directly at Callingwood Bottle Depot (6408 177 ST NW) anytime during operating  

COBS Bread 

The COBS Bread Dough Raiser Program is continuing until the end of June. COBS will donate 

5% of all purchases made at participating locations to our playground fund. Participating 

locations: West Granville COBS- 7237 Winterburn Rd NW (by River Cree Costco), Callingwood 

COBS- 6655 178 ST NW and Crestwood COBS- 9680 142 ST NW. COBS will finalize our donation 

at the end of June. Please remember to tell the cashier our school’s name as you do your 

shopping. Thanks for your support. 

 

 

 

St. John the Evangelist 

 

Rev. Fr. Dean Dowle  

stjohnevangelist.edm@caedm.ca 

Pastoral Assistant: Sophie Ogle  

sophie.ogle@caedm.ca 

www.stjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca 

Please check out the parish newsletter for more information. 

If you have not yet signed up for Flocknote please do so. Our school is often featured in St. John’s 

Parish highlights. 

 



AHS Covid Updates 

 

As of March 1, the Province of Alberta has gone into Phase Two of the return to normal Covid 

protocol. This step removes school requirements for kindergarten to grade 6 cohorting. 

Teachers and school staff will continue to be diligent in ensuring that our students follow Covid 

protocols. Mr. Connolly and Mrs. Trinidad attend closely to the cleaning and disinfecting of 

classrooms and spaces as outlined in our protocols and is seen frequently wiping high touch 

areas.  

Parents, thank you for your support in helping us by doing the daily check in with your child and 

keeping your child at home when they are sick. When reporting a student’s absence on the 

school voicemail, please speak slowly and include your child’s first and last name, as well as their 

grade level and the name of the teacher. 

Updates are continually being made to our school re-entry document of changes directed to us 

by the Alberta Government and Alberta Health Services 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

March 1 Shrove Tuesday – Pancakes! Send a toonie. 

March 2 Ash Wednesday – Virtual Liturgy with Father Glenn 

March 3-4 NO SCHOOL; Teachers’ Convention 

March 7 Invitation to Virtual School Council meeting sent out via SWIFT 

March 9 Virtual School Council Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 

March 11 Online bookings for Demonstration of Learning open 

March 13 Daylight Savings Time – Spring ahead – turn clocks forward 1 hour 

March 17 Demonstration of Learning  

(1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. & 5:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.) 

March 24 Full Day of instruction  

March 25 Early dismissal at 12:18 p.m. prior to Spring Break 

March 28 – April 1 NO SCHOOL; Spring Break 

April 4 Classes resume 

 

 


