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ADMINISTRATORS' MESSAGE 

HAPPY 

MOTHER'S 

DAY! 

Spring has finally arrived in all of its splendor and glory; and with it, 

long evenings and springtime sports. Because everyone enjoys the extended daylight 

hours during the Spring season, it is often a challenge for parents to ensure that their 

children have the proper rest to enable them to function successfully at school. Although 

there are only two months left in the school year, there is still a lot of learning to be 

done; it remains important for students to be in regular attendance and on time for 

school. 

May is the month of devotion to Mary, the Holy Mother. We honour Mary through 

devotions and prayer. It's also the month that we honour all of our mothers and 

caregivers. We wish all of our mothers 

at St. Angela School a wonderful 

Mother's Day on Sunday, May 8. 

Students, please take the time to make 

it a very special day for your mom. Be 

grateful for the beautiful gifts of "love" 

our mothers share with us in so many 

ways. We would like to wish all mothers 

the peace, love, and joy this special 

month brings. 

Heidi Maas 

Principal 

Carol Durnford 

Assistant Principal 



Class Lists for Next Year 

Soon we will be looking at class lists for next year. We ask for your support in allowing our 

teachers to establish class lists and placements. We wish to create an environment that will 

result in your child's ultimate success and happiness. Many factors are taken into 

consideration in designing class lists. For example, we strive for a balance of gender, 

learning styles and needs, work ethic, academic achievement, social relationships and the 

overall makeup of the group. A great deal of time and thought is given to the placement 

process and these important educational decisions. The well-being of each individual 

student is at the heart of all decisions. Certainly, if you have any learning concerns for your 

child, we would be happy to pass them along to teachers as they are making up class lists 

for the following year, with the understanding that the needs of the classroom as a whole 

take precedence over requests for classroom placement - particularly placements with 

friends. 

We will not accept specific teacher requests for class placement. If you wish to share a 

learning concern for your child, you are asked to please put your request in writing to Mrs. 

Maas addressing the specific needs of your child by May 13th. Class lists will not be made 

public until the first day of school to allow for changes over the summer. Thank you for your 

support! 



SCHOOL SPIRIT DAYS 

On Friday, May 13 everyone is 
invited to take part in BEACH DAY! 
Shorts and T-shirts and Hawaiian 
patterns are encouraged. Swimsuits 
should not be worn to school. 
Friday, May 27 is FUTURE DAY! We 
can't wait to see the creative ideas 
that you come up with! 

� 

ST. ANGELA 
Catholic Elementary School 

STUDENT MENTAL 
HEALTH CHAMPIONS 
We are so proud of our student leaders 

in grades 5 and 6 who have taken on 

the role of STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH 

CHAMPIONS. Most recently they have 

planned and set up stations in the gym 

for all classes to take part in FUN 

FITNESS FRIDAYS! This week, they will 

review our School Standard of Student 

Dress from a student perspective. They 

are awesome! 



We have been so excited to welcome Dallas to St. Angela School! He visited twice during the 
month of April and had an opportunity to visit every classroom. Dallas belongs to Mr. 
Pisani, a teacher at Sir John Thompson School. Dallas spends lots of time at Sir John and can 
often be seen visiting classrooms or relaxing in the school office. Dallas has is own 
Instagram account and can be followed at @dallas.the.aussie.shepherd. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
A big thank you to Mrs. Nahirnak’s grade 5A class for organizing our Lenten Social Justice 
project. The grade 5 students challenged the entire school to bring in cereal boxes which were 
donated to two Edmonton Catholic Schools who provide a breakfast program. We collected 
over 100 boxes and the students had an opportunity to reflect on the importance of a healthy 
breakfast to be successful at school! Of course STEM was interwoven with this project and 
students engaged in data collection as well as using the boxes for stacking and building!  



Chaplain Corner 

After the sacred celebrations of Easter, we often forget that 

resurrection unfolds before us in very ordinary ways each day of 

the year. We spent most of our three days of Easter through 

virtual connections with the Church, encountering the mystery 

that is our faith: Christ is died, Christ is risen, Christ will come 

again!! However, after these three holy and solemn days are 

over, we often forget that we are created to be "An Easter 

People" who live through small deaths and resurrections each 

day of our life. The mystery of resurrection can only be understood and appreciated if 

seen through the eyes of faith. The question we ask ourselves after the solemn 

celebrations of Easter is how we experience this same mystery in the course of the 

rest of our lives. Do we see realities of ordinary life through transformed eyes of faith? 

We are invited to look around us and be attentive to the signs of new life; the signs of 

transformation unfolding before us and which we have become so accustomed that 

we no longer see the mystery in them. The birth of a child, the buds on a tree, the 

sounds of birds chirping again in the morning, the longer days of sun and warmth; all 

of the things that we take for granted are the simple ways that God continues to 

reveal a sense of hopefulness to us. Easter is not confined to three days in April. It is 

what we celebrate each and every day of our lives as faith deepens and makes us 

more aware that people and events do not remain the same; but change to reveal 

something else, something more. As we move into Spring, we are given very visible 

and imminent signs that it is God's plan for us to witness newness and see the 

mystery that is revealed in God's creation. Let us remember that we are people 

created to share in the greatest mystery of all, the Resurrection of Christ. Let us be 

the Easter message to one another in the way we live and in how we look at the world 

around us, embracing our moments of death, with an eye to new life and grace. 



Signs of Spring 
Signs of spring are everywhere in our GREEN 
STEM focus school. The School Council 
generously provided grow lights for our 
classrooms and many projects are now 
underway with students growing vegetables, 
herbs and flowers. Eggs are incubating in the 
Extensions Studio, and we can’t wait to 
welcome our baby chicks any day now! Next 
up…butterfly kits arrive tomorrow and students 
in primary classes will have the opportunity to 
observe the transformation that occurs during 
the butterfly life cycle! 
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And in the journey of life, let us allow ourselves to be taken by the hand. Mothers take their children by the hand and 
lovingly introduce them to life... We need to learn from mothers that heroism is shown in self-giving, strength in 

compassion, wisdom in meekness. (Pope Francis, Homily, 01/01/2019) 

In our Catholic faith, Mary, the Mother of God, plays a central role for us. Through her “yes” to God, salvation was born 
into this world in the person of Jesus. We begin our calendar year with the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, and have 
many other special days to honour her. The month of May is one in which our eyes are turned toward our Holy Mother, 
so it is only fitting that we also celebrate Mother’s Day this month. Pope Francis has given us a beautiful picture of the 
importance of those who fill the role of mother for our children. Love, heroism, compassion, wisdom; these are the gifts 
we receive from Mary, and from those who fill this sacred role in our lives! 

As the 2021-2022 school year is fast coming to a close, our Division is well into planning for the upcoming school year.  
Our Board of Trustees has approved our Division Plan for Continuous Growth 2020-2023 (Year 3), and our schools will 
now spend the month of May aligning their School Plans for Continuous Growth with our Division’s work. 

In Edmonton Catholic Schools, we believe that each person is created in the image and likeness of God and in the 
goodness, dignity and worth of each person. We honour the dignity of each person by treating one another with 
empathy, compassion, and respect. Equity, Diversity, Inclusion, and Anti-Racism (EDIAR) are guiding values consistent 
with Catholic Social Teaching, reaffirming dignity at every level. In the spring of 2021, our Division began a project with 
Norquest’s Colbourne Institute for Inclusive Leadership and MNP to determine our strengths and opportunities for 
growth in furthering the work of EDIAR from a Catholic worldview in our Division through a formal strategic plan. Our 
new EDIAR strategic plan outlines the strategic priorities and key strategies identified through surveys and focus groups 
and explores possible actions that will shape the way in which EDIAR values are embedded in the ongoing work of the 
Division. You can read the strategic plan and explore more about EDIAR in ECSD by clicking here. 

This year, we celebrate Catholic Education Week from May 23-27. It is an excellent opportunity to celebrate and give 
thanks for the gift of publicly funded Catholic education that we are blessed with in Alberta. The cornerstones of our 
Catholic educational community are found in the relationship between the home, the school, and the parish as we lead 
our students into a deeper relationship with Jesus. Watch our Division social media to see examples of the great things 
that happen in our schools as #ECSDfaithinspires! 

As we continue to celebrate the season of Easter, I leave you with a thought from our Holy Father: “The Easter joy is not 
to be kept to oneself. The joy of Christ is strengthened by giving it, it multiplies sharing it. If we open ourselves and carry 
the Gospel, our hearts will open and overcome fear.”  (Pope Francis, Twitter, 04/18/2022) 

Yours in Christ, 

Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2019/documents/papa-francesco_20190101_omelia-giornatamondiale-pace.html
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1509/division-plan-for-continuous-growth
https://www.ecsd.net/page/17704/equity-diversity-inclusion-and-anti-racism


Mary, the Mother of God 

 Mary has been venerated since early Christianity, considered by millions 
to be the holiest and greatest saint, and served as a favorite subject in Western art, music, and 
literature. During the month of May, we celebrate our devotion to Mary and commemorate her 
extraordinary role as a mother to both Jesus Christ and the whole of humanity.  

According to the gospels of Matthew and Luke, Mary was a first-century Jewish woman of 
Nazareth, the wife of Joseph, and the mother of Jesus. She conceived Jesus through the Holy 
Spirit, and accompanied Joseph to Bethlehem, where Jesus was born.  

The Catholic Church holds distinctive Marian dogmas, namely her status as the Mother of God, 
her Immaculate Conception, her perpetual virginity, and her Assumption into heaven. Popular 
devotions in the form of feasts, services, and the rosary, have played a tremendously important 
role in the lives of Roman Catholics. 

Hail Mary, Full of Grace, The Lord is with thee.  
Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death.  
Amen. 

Indeed, Mary is a central figure in the Catholic faith and her life illustrates how our Almighty 
Father works in our lives. Mary’s humility, simplicity, and charity embodied the way she lived her 
life. Her freedom to serve Christ’s mission, bring him into the world, and ponder the significance 
of his life became the pattern for both collective and individual discipleship.  

This is what Mary proclaimed when she became the mother of God, and this is the mission we 
continue today. Being called by God requires total commitment and a willingness to sacrifice 
everything out of love. When we say ‘yes,’ God is inviting us to what is already within our capacity; 
inviting us to see our ordinary roles as sacred. 

Sandra Talarico 
Manager, Religious Education Services 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 2 3 4 5 
Indigenous Artist 

Residency 

6 
Indigenous Artist 

Residency 

7 

8 
Mother’s Day 

9 10 11 12 
Indigenous Artist 

Residency 
Moose Hide 

Campaign Day  

13 
Beach Day 

Indigenous Artist 
Residency

14 

15 16 17 18 
ELA – Part A PAT 

6:30 School Council 
Meeting 

19 20 
Grade 6 Camp 

21 

22 23 
Victoria Day – 

No School 

24 25 
STEM Assembly 

26 27 
Future Day 

28 

29 30 31 
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