
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear École St. Cecilia Parents/Guardians,  

Advent, the season of Hope, Faith, Joy, Peace. As the season of Advent is upon us, this year more 

than ever, we are reminded of our many blessings; it is important to take some time to reflect 

upon and prepare for the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Sunday, November 29th marked, the beginning of Advent; a time for us to renew, rejoice and to 

share our hope with each other. During this time, we focus on our family, our friends and those in 

need of our support in our community. As we reach out to one another and celebrate the gifts of 

each other, may this blessed season inspire us to continue to be a people of kindness, mercy, and 

hope.  

As a result of the recent announcement from our provincial government, our at-school junior high 

students will be transitioning to online learning until their return on January 11, 2021. We wanted 

to reach out to let you know that teaching and learning at École St. Cecilia, for the most part, will 

continue as usual. During online learning, students will be fully engaged in their academic program 

following their existing timetable. Students will also be checking in and participating in a modified 

physical education or technology-based complementary courses including foods studies, fashion, 

communication technology environmental studies and woodworking.  

Given the recent increases in COVID cases that we have seen in our city and province, and all of 

the uncertainty that they bring with them, I thought it appropriate that we invite, through prayer, 

the Holy Spirit into our lives to provide us strength to face these challenging times.  

 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and enkindle in them the fire of your love. Send 
forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And you shall renew the face of the earth. O God, 
who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant us in the same 

Spirit to be truly wise and ever to rejoice in His consolation. Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about anything that is happening at the 
school, please do not hesitate to contact us!  
 
 
Take Care and God Bless,  
 
 
Chris Cicchini, Principal 

 



Robert Martin, Chief Superintendent’s Message  
When the darkness closes in, Come, Lord Jesus! 

Courage fails and hopes grow dim, Lord Jesus, come! 
                     Clear the shadows from our sight; set our troubled world aright 

                    Fill our eyes with radiant light. Lord Jesus come! 
            (M.D. Ridge, Come, Lord Jesus) 

 
The lyrics of this Advent hymn are, perhaps, even more poignant this 
year as we prepare our hearts and our homes for the birth of our 
Saviour, Jesus.  Our world seems to be lonely and dark, and we are all 
overwhelmed by the seemingly unending pall of Covid-19 in our lives.  
As we turn our eyes towards Bethlehem in these upcoming weeks, let’s 
take the time to reflect upon the promise to be found in the baby Jesus.  
God loves us, and that love is triumphant. Advent is a time of hope, and 
we need to let that hope permeate all aspects of our lives. 
 
Edmonton Catholic Schools’ Fine Arts team is a very creative group, and 
they have designed a beautiful online Advent experience for all to 
enjoy.  Starting on November 29, you will be able to “open a door” on 
our virtual arts Advent calendar each day.  You will experience weekly 
celebrations, art, performances, and Advent themed activities. Visit 
www.ecsd.net and click on the Art of Advent  graphic to learn more. 
 
Did you know that the Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ religion 
resource for grades 1-7 has various resources to support your family’s 
Advent journey towards Christmas?  Click on the Pearson Advent 
Bulletin For Parents to find out exactly what those resources are. You 
can continue learning about Advent and Christmas at home by logging 
into the Student-Home Website and finding these specific resources 
listed in the bulletin above. The username is ecsd99 and the password is 
Student99. 
 
The new Covid-19 measures that were announced on November 24 
were a possibility that we have been preparing for.  We have known 
right from re-entry at the beginning of this school year that we needed 
to be able to pivot quickly between scenarios and we have plans in 
place to do so.  Unlike our experience in the spring, our junior and 
senior high students who are now moving online will be following their 
existing schedules and will participate in learning following regular 
school hours. You will receive more comprehensive communication on 
this pivot in the upcoming days.  Elementary families will receive 
information about the one-week pivot to online learning (January 4-8, 
2021) before Christmas Break. 
 

http://www.ecsd.net/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pearsoncanadaschool.com%2Findex.cfm%3Flocator%3DPS3cJh&data=04%7C01%7CSusanna.Makale%40ecsd.net%7C3de5aef382a14a5977fc08d890ba779e%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637418477828749412%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Tgke1NtefCzCA9xLH89LrualiHYutQn0Q%2FfXGsDlXuM%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pearsoncanadaschool.com%2Findex.cfm%3Flocator%3DPS3cJh&data=04%7C01%7CSusanna.Makale%40ecsd.net%7C3de5aef382a14a5977fc08d890ba779e%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637418477828749412%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Tgke1NtefCzCA9xLH89LrualiHYutQn0Q%2FfXGsDlXuM%3D&reserved=0
http://www.pearsoncanada.ca/growinginfaith/student-home


On November 25 at our Public Meeting, the Board of Trustees approved 
our 2019 – 2020 Audited Financial Statements and our Annual 
Education Results Report (AERR).  Historically, the AERR has been 
combined with our 3 Year Education Plan, however, we shared that 
plan, the Division Plan for Continuous Growth 2020-2023 in May.  As we 
join the rest of the province in shifting to an Assurance Framework, we 
will continue communicating these two documents separately.  We will 
share more with you about the shift to an Assurance Framework in the 
upcoming months. 
 
In his Midnight Mass homily last Christmas Eve, Pope Francis shared a 
beautiful piece of wisdom that I will leave you with:  “Dear brother, 
dear sister, if your hands seem empty, if you think your heart is poor in 
love, this night is for you. The grace of God has appeared, to shine forth 
in your life. Accept it and the light of Christmas will shine forth in you.” 
 
Have a blessed Advent and a very Merry Christmas!    

                           Sincerely,  
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1507/audited-financial-statements?rf=2a8daa83-0033-4ec3-8577-67b65b848eff
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1512/three-year-strategic-education-plan-and-annual-education-results-report
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1512/three-year-strategic-education-plan-and-annual-education-results-report
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1509/division-plan-for-continuous-growth-2020-2023


Archbishop Richard Smith December Message 
 

  Dear friends, 
 
Advent, which comes from the Latin word meaning coming, is 
intended to be a season of preparation for the arrival of Christ, but 
often, this underrated liturgical season is set aside in favour of the 
more popular pre-Christmas rush. Yet, Advent is a time worth making. 
While we typically regard Advent as a joyous season, it is also intended 
to be a period of preparation, much like Lent.  This year, the season of 
Advent is observed from the first Sunday of Advent on November the 
29th to Thursday, December the 24th. 
 
Given our unique circumstances this year, preparing for the coming of 
Christ will be  
different. Yet, even in the midst of the Pandemic, the season of Advent 
is important.  
How do we journey to Christmas? Consider taking some quiet time for 
you and your  
family, reading, and reflecting on a short daily devotion and listening 
to Advent music.  
Decorate for the season with an Advent wreath and as a family, light a 
candle every  
week. Assemble a Nativity scene in your home and talk about the 
Christmas story.  
Support a social justice initiative and donate to a local charity in your 
community.  
As Christmas approaches, discern which activities to dismiss on the 
side of  
Dedicating more time to your family. 
 
There is no doubt that Christmas is a beautiful time of the year as we 
anticipate the  
birth of Christ. He is the reason for the season, and we need to 
celebrate his birth  
appropriately and with great reverence. Yet the Christmas season also 
brings with it  
the hustle and bustle of sales and deadlines that veer us away from its 
true meaning.  
For us Christians, Advent is that distraction; that opportunity to 
prepare our hearts and  
minds for his coming. 
 



As we journey to Christmas, let us remember to pause and consider 
what God is asking 
of us in this season of Advent. Take time to appreciate the people 
around you, pray,  
read scripture, attend Mass - in person or remotely, and participate in 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. While we cannot erase the challenges 
of the past nine months, we can 

                         still rejoice in knowing that Christ is coming amid shouts of joy. 
 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 
 

 
Richard W. Smith 

                         Archbishop of Edmonton 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Information for Parents: 

Online Teaching is done using a live Teams video meeting for lessons, small group work, and 

whole class check-ins, as well as materials and tutorial videos posted in the Google classrooms.  

• Parents must use their own technology for their child.  

     • The instructional minutes and outcomes for each class do not change.  

 Attendance is expected and will be taken at the beginning of each block in PowerSchool.  

Additional information is shared below in a FAQ format to help facilitate your child’s move to 

online learning for the isolation period directed by AHS. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)  

 

How will my child learn throughout the day?  

We are following our regular schedule, meaning teachers and students are learning together at 

the same time. Students log on at 8:20 AM to begin their day. Regular lunch breaks are still in 

place. The school day ends at 2:47 PM. Throughout the day your child will be listening to 

instructions, working independently, and participating in class-wide discussion.  

 

How will my child connect with you daily?  

Each day, students log onto the Google Classroom. A link to Microsoft Teams will be there. 

Students simply click on the link to access the class meeting. We have practiced this in class, so 

students should be well-prepared and able to do this.  

It will be important to remind your child about the expectations for successful video meetings:  

 

For Students  

1. Work in a quiet place that is free from distractions  

2. Have the camera on  

3. Microphone turned off  

4. Use the chat only for questions  

5. Be an active participant.  

If you are unsure of how to access Microsoft Teams, please refer to the instructions below by 

clicking on the link.  

 

For Parents  

Please remember that online classes are like windows into your home. The entire class can see 

and hear what is happening there. Please consider:  

1. Loud talking and noises are disruptive for the entire class.  

2. All members of the household should dress and conduct themselves like they would if they 

were at school.  



3. It is inappropriate to disrupt a lesson with questions by using the chat feature on Teams 

during a lesson. This is reserved for student use. Please contact teachers via email, just as you 

would if your child was at school.  

 

How do I access Google Classrooms and Microsoft Teams?  

Students are well-versed in accessing both Google Classrooms and Teams. They simply log onto 

the Google Classroom each day and click on the Teams link to access the class meetings.  

For overviews, please see these videos:  

Google Classroom Parent Overview  

Microsoft Teams Student and Parent Overview  

 

How is attendance taken each day?  

Attendance will be taken using PowerSchool. Teachers will enter your child’s attendance at the 

beginning of each class. If your child is not in attendance and you have not called or emailed the 

school to let us know the reason for their absence, they would be marked as an unexcused 

absence and the automated system will call you as per usual.  

Although we cannot be together in person at this time, it will be business as usual in terms of 

learning. Student learning will still have academic rigor and assessment will be meaningful. 

Communication and collaboration is important to us. We are happy to answer any questions 

you might have. Parents please email teachers directly should you have any questions.  

 
 
 
ECS Foundation Fundraiser 
École St. Cecilia held an ECS Foundation Fundraiser called Principal for a Day.  The event was a 
huge success, raising nearly $300.00 for the Foundation.  Daphne in 7B was the student drawn 
to become the principal.  She immediately went to work and hired 2 assistant principals – very 
smart! The trio spend the afternoon delegating tasks, giving a couple of their favorite teachers 
prep time, declaring a ‘No Homework Weekend’ and allowing students access to their devices. 
Thank you to all students who contributed to this cause. 
 
School Fees  
School fees for the current 2020-21 year have now been posted in Parent PowerSchool. Fees 
can only be paid online through the PowerSchool Portal. We ask that all fees be paid in full by 
December 10th. Parents and guardians who have any questions about fees are asked to contact 
the school.  
 
MS Teams Use 
 The MS Teams application is a very useful tool for students to connect with their teachers, 
particularly if they are required to self-isolate at home. We encourage all students to check in 
with their different subject area teachers on a regular basis and use the features in Teams to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqSQjbhV6rk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jL7e88jCcis&feature=youtu.be


communicate with them, in addition to using the Google Classrooms that are also vital to 
staying current with their courses. A reminder to all students and their caregivers that the 
Teams accounts associated with École St. Cecilia and their classes are for educational use only. 
When using the Teams Meeting features, including the Chat option, please be appropriate and 
respectful in your dialogue. All inappropriate interactions are subject to the Student Code of 
Conduct and will be addressed by the teachers and/or administration. School associated Teams 
accounts are not to be used to create Teams groups for social, personal or other unauthorized 
calls or chats. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  
 
Monitoring Your Child’s Academic Progress  
Although Parent-Teacher Conferences are now complete, your child’s progress can always be 
monitored by logging into your PowerSchool account and clicking on their marks; this will allow 
you to review all grades and assessments. We urge you to review your child’s progress on a 
regular basis. There are also email links in PowerSchool for all your child’s teachers, should you 
wish to contact them.   
 
ETS Bus Pass Purchase for December  
Students who purchased an ETS bus pass for December will receive a credit on their account. 
This credit will be applied to their January bus pass.  Bus passes will be available for pick up in 
January (date/time TBD). A reminder that bus passes are only available pre purchased, online, 
through Parent PowerSchool. Absolutely no cash or debit/credit can be accepted at the school. 
The link to Parent PowerSchool can be found here: http://powerschool.ecsd.net  
 
School Council News  
On November 18, we had our 2nd school advisory council meeting.  The agenda included a visit 
from Superintendent Fiacco to discuss the survey results, a review of our School Plan for 
Continuous Growth, discussion of our budget, COVID practices and much more. The next virtual 
meeting will be held on January 20th at 5:30 p.m. It is not too late to be part of the Council and 
attend our meetings. If you would like to attend, please email the school email at 
8213web@ecsd.net with the subject heading: School Council and you will be provided the link 
to join us in January.  
 
Christmas Hampers  
École St. Cecilia’s annual Christmas Hamper drive is right around the corner. Traditionally, every 
Homeroom would be challenged to collect enough food to create a hamper for a family in need 
during the holiday season. Although we are not in school, as a community, we would still like to 
gather non-perishable food items to build hampers.  If your family is able to contribute food 
donations to our hamper drive, we are able to accept these in the office. Please drop any items 
you during normal business hours.  We will put the hampers together the week of December 
14.   
 
 
 
 

http://powerschool.ecsd.net/


Our School Charism  
Did you know that École St. Cecilia has its own charism? Charism comes from the Greek word 
for “gift” or “favour”. Charisms are anything that contribute to the greater good in the church 
and in society for the greater Glory of God. École St. Cecilia charism is “Our patron saint, St. 
Cecilia inspires us to have the strength and courage to pursue our dreams, strive for excellence 
and to use our gifts and talents to make a difference”. Throughout the school year, students 
and staff will reflect on our charism to better understand how our lived charism permeates the 
school culture. We will continue to share more about our school charism in future updates.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


