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WELCOME MESSAGES 

Administrators’ Message 

We are so happy to welcome all of our new and returning students and families to École St. Cecilia School! Whether you 
will be seeing us at school each day or working online, we are glad you’re here! Although the upcoming school year will be 
different than in the past due to COVID 19 protocols, we will do our best to foster a sense of community and connection 
with one another while maintaining physical distance and limiting movement within the school. We are looking forward to a 
happy, productive school year filled with wonderful learning and happy memories. We look forward to working with you 
over the coming school year. 

By now, we are sure that most of you have read the ECSD Re-entry Plan, along with our letter containing information 
regarding the first day of school for in-person students, our summary of COVID-19 related procedures at our school, and 
our updated School Handbook, which contains a great deal of information both about our school and about our procedures 
to mitigate risk during the pandemic. If you haven’t already done so, please take a few minutes to review this information.  

Almost 100 of our students will be taking part in online instruction for the first quarter. Classes will be in cohort groupings 
and assigned a homeroom where they will receive their instruction for academic courses.  Our staff will be travelling to the 
assigned homerooms each block according to the homeroom timetables. We are pleased to let you know that we will be 
offering complementary courses and will have appropriate safety measures in place. Families that opted for online learning 
are still considered to be part of École St. Cecilia School and will continue to receive information and newsletters from us. 
Families selecting the at-home learning model will be supported by our Edmonton Catholic School community.  This 
means that their teachers will be located at different sites around the city delivering a comprehensive online program which 
will include live instruction and authentic assessment practices. 

Our district theme for the year, ‘God Calls Each of Us by Name” invites us to reflect upon Isaiah 43:1: “I have called you by 
name; you are mine.” In this passage, God speaks to His people as their Creator and reminds us that God loves each of 
us unconditionally, as his children. We belong to God and knowing this is a wonderful answer to fear. We can know that 
He holds us, protects us, guards us, and cares for us. We can know that He would not have created, redeemed, and called 
us unless He intended to finish His work in us. How can we be afraid when we know that God is with us? As we begin the 



new school year, let us remember that each of us belongs to God, who loves and protects us. 

We are looking forward to a wonderful year with your children!       [MENU] 

 
 

Superintendent’s Message 

Chief Superintendent Robert Martin’s Message is also available online. 

August  

Welcome back to the 2020-2021 school year!  Whether you have chosen to return to the classroom or to participate in an online 
environment, it is wonderful to have our students and staff connecting in a more ‘normal’ manner as we work together to provide a 
Catholic education that inspires students to learn and that prepares them to live fully and to serve God in one another.  This is   going 
to be a year unlike any we have ever experienced, and we are all going to draw on our ability to be flexible, nimble, and responsive to 
the ever changing demands placed on us as we learn to exist in a Covid world.  As you navigate through the quartermesters this year 
and revisit your learning options, it is important that you know that there are no wrong choices for your child and family with respect to 
the in-person vs. online learning environment.  We are so pleased to be able to offer the advantage of multiple shifting points through 
a quartermester model. 

Our theme for this year is God Calls Us Each By Name.  It is grounded in scripture from Isaiah: “I have called you by name, you are 
mine.” This provides the beautiful vision of our work in Edmonton Catholic Schools as being work for God; this is the essence of 
Catholic education. It also provides a beautiful vision of what we are trying to instill in our students:  the understanding that they, too, 
have been called by God to serve.  Over their time with Edmonton Catholic Schools, as our students come to know and love Jesus 
ever more deeply, they will discern how God has called each of them by name to serve Him and the world.  

There are some exciting things that are happening in our Division right now.  Divine Mercy Catholic Elementary School will have its 
first students this year.  Within just a few short weeks, we are going to be having a site blessing and ground breaking for our new 950 
student K-9 school in Keswick.   We are preparing for a new 1300 student high school in Heritage Valley, and the construction of the 
Ben Calf Robe replacement school has begun.  As a nod to our agility and nimbleness as a Division, we will be creating a K-12 online 
school as a viable option for our families. 

Each year, ECSD establishes a Division Plan for Continuous Growth that sets out our primary goals for the year and the global 
strategies that we will use to achieve them.  Our schools ensure that their site-specific plans for continuous growth are aligned with 
these goals.  You can explore our Division plan by visiting www.ecsd.net or clicking on the link above. 

I would like to share just a few additional words about our re-entry plan.  I can’t begin to emphasize the countless hours that our re-
entry team has put in getting ready for our start up. They have put so much effort into being sure that we are well prepared and 
consistent across the Division as in person learning begins again.   
This team is simply amazing!  You can see the diversity of membership on this tremendous team by visiting the ECSD Re-Entry Plan 
page on www.ecsd.net.  

I will leave you with a thought from Pope Francis’ Apostolic Exhortation on the call to holiness in today’s world,  Gaudete et Exsultate, 
that reflects the essence of how God has called us each by name:  “The Lord asks everything of us, and in return he offers us true 
life, the happiness for which we were created. He wants us to be saints and not to settle for a bland and mediocre existence... We are 
all called to be holy by living our lives with love and by bearing witness in everything we do, wherever we find ourselves.” (Pope 
Francis, 2018, sections 1, 14) 

Have a wonderful year of learning and growing in relationship with Christ!  

Sincerely, 

 

Robert Martin 

Chief Superintendent  
    

            [MENU 
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Parent Community Newsletter 

Edmonton Catholic Schools 

August 2020 

Seeking God’s inner beauty. 

Glory be to Jesus Christ! 

Welcome back! 

 I pray you and your family had a restful and fun-filled summer. I appreciate it may have been different with the pandemic still upon us, 
and that you had to be creative in finding ways to enjoy God’s creation while physical distancing and staying safe. 

Well, a new School Year begins. The principals, teachers ,and staff look forward to journeying with you in the education of your 
children. We know things will be different, and will require some adjustments along the way, but together we walk hand in hand as we 
explore God’s love and beauty in our lives and in the world around us. 

Beauty. Inner beauty.  I spent a lot of time this summer reflecting on beauty, and I’d like to ask you to do the same during this school 
year.  

Thinking about beauty came to me early on at the outset of the pandemic. One day, I was in my office at the Pastoral Centre, chatting 
with someone on the phone. As I often find myself doing, I spun my chair around and looked out the window at the passersby on the 
street. I was startled by someone who had stopped and was staring back at me through the window!  Well, she wasn’t really staring at 
me. Let me explain. You see, the windows to our Pastoral Centre have a reflective film on them, so you can see out from the inside but 
you can’t see in from the outside. From the outside, the reflective film is like a mirror, and you can see yourself in the mirror. Ann, we’ll 
call her, wasn’t really looking at me; she was looking at herself. She was combing her hair, putting on her lipstick, fixing her blouse. In 
my eyes, and in my heart, she was beautiful. She was a princess! 

 The reality is that Ann lives on the streets. She’s homeless, as are many who live around our Pastoral Centre and Saint Josaphat 
Cathedral. That doesn’t mean that Ann’s not beautiful. That day, looking at herself in the “mirror” of our window, she saw beauty–
beauty on the outside, and beauty on the inside. That  day, God gifted me with a glimpse of how beautiful Ann is, in God’s eyes, and in 
mine.  

God “has made everything beautiful”(Ecclesiastes 3:11). We are beautiful. Everything around us is beautiful. That’s the way God 
created us, created in God’s image and likeness. 

 This school year, take time to see God’s beauty in every sunrise, every sunset, in the world around us, in your child, and in each other. 
Let us remind ourselves, we are baptized into Christ, that God’s love, beauty and glory are best revealed in the life of God’s son, Jesus 
Christ. The best way to see God’s beauty is to be in relationship with Christ, each and every day. 

And if you don’t see God’s beauty, clean your glasses, then look again! 

May God bless us and our new schoolyear! 

Bishop David Motiuk 

Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Edmonton 



Meet the Staff 

Teaching Staff 
 

HOMEROOM 

Grade 7 Homeroom 
Teachers: 

7A Tyler Lundgren | 7B Sarah Munoz | 7C Diana Tetreau | 7F Carole-Anne Brule |  

7G Eliana Mangieri  

Grade 8 Homeroom 
Teachers:: 

8A Marco Eugenio | 8B Luigina Migaldi | 8C Darrell Shaigec | 8F Shirley Borrelli  

 

Grade 9 Homeroom 
Teachers: 

9A Pina Perri-Ezrouti | 9B Remi Labonte | 9C Colleen Hauth | 9F Joyce Smayra 

 

Teachers: Amanda Toniolo  | Andrea Mazzotta  

Chaplain:  

Learning Coaches: Andrea Mazzotta  

 
Classroom Support Staff 

Educational Assistant: Katlyn Holick  

  

Out of Scope Staff 
 
 Bridging Futures Facilitator    Tanisha Mora 
 
Multi-Disciplinary Team 

Family School Liaison Social Worker: Tanya Silverthorn 

Emotional Behavioral Specialist: Kristen Bourlai  

Therapeutic Assistant – Behavior Therapy: Manal Farhat | Bryan Halabi 

 
 
 
 
Clerical Support Staff 

Administrative 
Assistant: 

Bonnie LeBlanc 

Clerks: 

 

Kate Gorman-Bowman | Carole Trepanier 

 

Financial Clerks: 

 

Shazia Carol 

 

 
Custodial Staff 

Head Custodian: Alain Menegre 

Senior Custodian: Alemayehu Tesgera 

Custodian: Aster Mekdegna | Arnoldo Monera 

  

 
School Administration 

Principal: Chris Cicchini 

Assistant Principal: Larysa Matchak 

 

Enrolment and Class Size 

The word is out in the community that École St. Cecilia School is a great school and we are pleased to be able to meet the 
needs of Catholic families in our area. We are still receiving requests for enrolment. Classes are at or near capacity in 
most grades, so new registrations are limited to Catholic families who reside within our boundary areas. Class size are as 
follows: 

Grade 7A 23 Grade 7B: 23 Grade 7C: 24 

Grade 7F: 17 Grade 7G: 17 ONLINE  35 

Grade 8A: 22 Grade 8B: 24 Grade 8C: 24 

mailto:Beverly.Parker@ecsd.net


Grade 8F: 27 ONLINE 47   

Grade 9A: 25 Grade 9B: 27 Grade 9C: 24 

Grade 9F: 22 ONLINE: 34   

 

Although we expect a bit of change as some families move away and others move into the neighbourhood, we currently 
have 411 students in junior high (Grades 7 – 9). Enrolment numbers will be finalized on September 30.  

[MENU] 

 
Hours of Operation 

École St. Cecilia School operates on a five-day, rotational schedule with a fixed schedule on Thursday for our junior high 
students. This format allows us to more easily plan activities and to book shared spaces in the school. Please be sure to 
check the school’s calendar for the rotation schedule. 

 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday Thursday 

Call In 8:12 AM Call In 8:12 AM 

Registration 8:20 – 8:23 AM* Registration 8:20 – 8:23 AM 

Period 1 8:25 – 9:11 AM Period 1 8:25 – 9:17 AM 

Period 2 9:13 – 9:59 AM Period 2 9:19 – 10:11 AM 

Locker Break 9:59 – 10:04 AM Locker Break 10:11 AM – 10:14 AM 

Period 3 10:04 – 10:50 AM Period 3 10:14 –11:06 AM 

Period 4 10:52 – 11:38 AM Period 4 11:08 – 12:00 PM 

*Lunch will begin at 11:38 AM.  Student will eat lunch between 
11:38 – 11:58 AM.  This will be followed by indoor/outdoor 
activities 11:58 AM – 12:18 PM with afternoon classes 
beginning at 12:23 PM.. 

Dismissal 12:00PM 

Call In 12:18 – 12:23 PM   

Period 5 12:23 – 1:09 PM   

Period 6 1:11 – 1:57 PM   

Period 7 1:59 – 2:45 PM   

Dismissal 2:45 PM   

In order to provide for early dismissal before major holidays, the Thursday before Christmas Holidays, Spring Break and 
Summer Holidays will be a full day of instruction for students. The Friday before the holiday will be a short day with 
dismissal at 12:00 PM.  

   
[MENU] 

 
 
 
 

Office Hours 

Our school office is open from 8:00 AM to 3:30 PM. Parents who call the school after these hours are asked to leave a 
clear message and we will return your call as soon as we are able to. 

Please remember that we will be happy to give your child a message at the end of the day or at breaks in instructional 
time, such as recess or lunch. We thank you for your understanding of our wanting to protect learning time for all students 
by not interrupting classes for messages. 

[MENU] 

 
Permeation of Faith 

As a result of Bill 44, The Alberta Human Rights Act requires all schools in the province of Alberta to give notice to a 
parent or guardian when courses of study, educational programs, institutional materials, instruction or exercises include 
subject matter that deals primarily and explicitly with religion. 

The essential purpose of Edmonton Catholic Schools is to fully permeate Catholic theology, philosophy, practices and 
beliefs, the principles of the Gospel and teachings of the Catholic Church, in all aspects of school life, including in the 
curriculum of every subject taught, both in and outside of formal religion classes, celebrations and exercises. Every course 



of study and education program, all institutional materials, instruction and exercises will at all times include subject matter 
that deals primarily and explicitly with religion. 
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Tips for Parents 

As the new school year begins, it is important to remember that students who experience success in school are diligent 
and conscientious in their approach to school work. There are a number of ways that parents can help their children as 
they prepare for the start of the new school year: 

Talk with your children about the school day. Use questions such as “How was your day?” “Tell me all about it.” “Do you 
have homework?” “What is your homework?” “What was the best part of your day?” “Who did you sit with for lunch?” If your 
children have recess, try these questions: “Who did you play with?” “What did you play?” These are just ideas for starting 
the conversation each day. Soon your children will start the conversation themselves. If you can initiate the conversation 
as soon as you see your children each day, it will become part of a daily, “scheduled” event.  

Get to know your child’s teachers. Children notice when their parents greet their teachers — and when their teachers know 
who they are!   

Check on the academic progress of your children. Start early! Junior high parents can use PowerSchool to access their 
child’s marks and assignments in a secure online environment. Students may use the Student Agenda Book to record 
homework and assignments, it can also become a key communication tool between parents and teachers. Parents are 
urged to check their child’s agenda regularly. 

Read the monthly newsletter and check our website often. The newsletter includes information that can answer many 
questions you may have, and it will alert you to upcoming events. The newsletter is posted online on the first school day of 
each month that we are in session. Dates and upcoming events are listed in the newsletter and posted on our website. For 
those parents who are subscribed to SwiftK12, an email message is sent to parents when the newsletter has been posted. 
The newsletter can be accessed on our school website: 

Please feel free to contact the school if you require clarification about anything.  

Attend school events such as our Meet the Staff Evening, religious celebrations and masses, student-led conferences, 
music concerts and cultural events when they take place. If your child is on the sports teams, be a fan.  

We look forward to an excellent year with your children! 

 

 

 

[MENU] 

 
My Child’s Learning 

Alberta Education publishes My Child’s Learning as a means of providing parents with an in-depth look at the subjects and 
programs available from kindergarten to senior high school. Click on the “Customize My Printout” button to access 
information about Catholic education.  

[MENU] 

 

Textbooks 

All textbooks and print resources at École St. Cecilia School are bar-coded and are issued to students as needed. This 
allows us to keep track of books issued to students. The condition of print resources is also monitored. Students are 
responsible for any print resources issued to them.  Since replacement costs for some print resources are over $100.00, 
students are urged to take very good care of them. 

 

[MENU] 
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Report Cards 

This year, we will once again concentrate on increased ongoing assessment as well as an emphasis on communicating 
and understanding key learner outcomes and the criteria for success to support next steps in learning. There will be two 
report cards – the first in January and the second in June. Student-led conferences will take place in November and 
March, and discussion will focus on student achievement with evidence of learning from work completed to that point. In 
our junior high, teachers will be able to enter marks and comments for each assessment directly into the PowerSchool 
gradebook. Our elementary teachers will also be recording grades and comments in PowerSchool this year. For parents, 
this is like having access to a student report card at any point in time. Teachers will follow up via email with parents who do 
not attend student led conferences, as this communication is very important for student success. Due to COVID 19 
protocols, November conferences will be held digitally. Information regarding the format for conferences will be sent home 
in November. 

Student-led conferences and report cards for this school year are scheduled for: 

Student Led Conferences: November 26, 2020 

First Report Card: January 29, 2021 

Student Led Conferences: March 11, 2021 

Final Report Card: June 25, 2021 

If you wish to discuss your child’s progress or marks, please feel free to call or email the school. Parents of junior high 
students may access their child’s grades at any time using PowerSchool.  

Report cards are available online to parents/guardians via the PowerSchool parent portal. Parents who are new to ECSD 
will be provided with their own PowerSchool passcode which will allow them to view the report card online. PowerSchool 
not only gives parents access to their child’s report card, but also access to other school and classroom information. 
PowerSchool passcodes for those parents who have not yet created a PowerSchool account will be sent home later this 
month, so please watch for them. PowerSchool accounts remain in effect from year to year, so parents only need to create 
an account once. 

Parents/guardians who do not have internet access and would like to receive a paper copy of their child’s report card are 
asked to send a written request to the school office. Parents are also welcome to use a computer in the Learning 
Commons at any time for school-related use such as placing hot lunch orders, online payments, or viewing PowerSchool 
information. 

As always, if you have any questions or require any additional information, please contact the school office and we will be 
happy to assist you. 
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 Safety Drills 

In general, we will be practicing our fire drills in the Fall and Spring. We will practice lockdown and shelter in place 
procedures in the winter months. These valuable exercises are required so that the staff and students are aware of what 
the procedures are should one of these events occur. For some of these practices, the students will be aware that they will 
occur. Other practices will be surprise events. In all cases, the office will make an announcement following the practice. 

[MENU] 

 
Visitors and Volunteers 

For the safety of our students, the doors to the school remain locked during the school day. In keeping with our district 
Occupational Health and Safety requirements, all visitors and volunteers must report to the office, review the safety 
guidelines for the school, sign in, and receive a visitor’s badge. Everyone must sign out in the office as well.  

At this time, we are strictly limiting visitors to the school. All ECSD staff and those who offer professional services, such as 
student teachers or psychologists, will continue to have access to our school. Members of our parishes will also be 
welcome in our school. Additional visitors, such as guest speakers, will not be permitted at this time. Parents are 
encouraged to make phone or online appointments with school staff rather than visiting in person. All visitors to the school 
must follow our required safety protocols: 

• Use self-screening tool before entering the building (if a visitor answers YES to any questions, he or she will not be 
permitted to enter) 

• Wear a mask 

• Use hand sanitizer  

• Report to the office 

• Sign the visitor log 

• Wear a visitor tag or school division ID. 

This helps us to maintain a safe and secure environment for our students. Students are asked to report the presence of 
strangers to the principal or staff. If you are coming to see a teacher, please contact the teacher to arrange a convenient 
time for you to meet rather than simply dropping by the school. 

At this time, volunteers will not be allowed in our school. Although we value the contributions and support our volunteer 
parents provide for us, we do need to maintain the integrity of our cohorts and physical distancing within the school. When 
provincial restrictions are lifted, then we will once more gladly welcome volunteers into our school and the following will be 
in place:  

1. All volunteers shall be required to complete a “Volunteer Registration Form” annually and prior to commencing any 



volunteer activities in the school. 

2. All volunteers who are to be assisting with school activities on any given day shall register at the school office at 
the beginning of each day. School staff shall be instructed that a volunteer register or log shall be kept and made 
available to the school principal at all times. The volunteer register shall contain legible names of the volunteers 
and their expected location or classroom assignment during the course of their duties during the day. 

3. While engaged in volunteer activities, all volunteers shall wear appropriate identification. 

Note: any parents or community members who are supervising children in situations where a staff member is not present, 
such as coaching a sports team, must have a criminal record check and a child welfare check on file with the school. 
Police Information Checks and/or Intervention Record Checks may also be required at the sole discretion of the Principal, 
the Assistant Superintendent, District Operations and Information and Infrastructure Technology Services, School 
Operations Services and/or the Superintendent in any circumstances where it is deemed appropriate. 

. 
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Updating Registration Information 

ECSD is moving toward digitized student records. Once our records have been digitized, parents will be able to view 
registration information and update it online. In the meantime, copies of the registration information we have on file are 
sent home early in the school year. Parents are asked to check this information over carefully, make any necessary 
changes and return the forms to the school. We also ask that parents of students who are of First Nations, Metis or Inuit 
descent identify this on the registration forms. In some cases, this enables us to access additional support for students. It 
is extremely important that we have accurate information regarding our students in the event of an emergency. Parents 
and students using Chromebooks and/or other personal computing devices at school must also sign the École St. Cecilia 
School Student-Owned Devices Policy.  
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Hot Lunch Program 

 In keeping with ECSD Re-Entry Protocols and provincial guidelines, for the time being, students are required to bring their 
own food with them each day. There is no sharing of food. Unfortunately, this means that families will not be able to send 
treats or food for birthdays or special occasions until further notice. As well, many of our families drop off lunches from 
area restaurants or utilize food delivery services to provide lunches for students. At times, parents also bring lunches from 
home for students. These practices will no longer be allowed, since we must limit possible exposure from outside sources 
and we cannot have students looking through a box full of lunches to try to identify their own. Events such as our School 
Opening Barbecue, in which we provide food for students, must be postponed until provincial guidelines are relaxed. Our 
hot lunch program will also be suspended until further notice. We recognize that these are difficult measures, but they are 
necessary in order to keep everyone safe. Thank you for your understanding. 

.  
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BREAKING NEWS 

Interschool and Extracurricular Athletics 

At this time, interschool athletics competitions have been put on hold. September 21 has been indicated as the date when 
junior high athletics can resume in school-based cohorts only. There will be no inter-school athletics until further notice. 
Any athletic events must adhere to all school division and sport specific protocols and regulations. Because we are in 
Stage 2, there will be no formal competitions or championships for any sport until Stage 3 is announced by the Alberta 
Government.  

Mini Leagues, where there are less than 50 people involved in a cohort, may be considered after a time of initial training 
and practice at the local school level. This may be considered in mid-October or later. There will be further communication 
on the start-up of mini leagues in October. 
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Alberta’s Immunization Program 

Alberta Health offers an immunization program for students in our schools: 

• Public health nurses will be reviewing the immunization records of all Alberta students from Grades 1 to 9 to assess 
immunization status.  You will be contacted if your children are missing immunization information.   

• With your consent, your children can be offered the immunizations they are missing at school.  You will continue to 
have the final decision on immunizing your children. 

• Last year, Alberta moved from a three dose vaccine schedule administered in grade five to a two-dose vaccine schedule in 
Grade 6 for both Hepatitis B (HBV) and Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccines.  Administering two doses at least six 
months apart has been shown to provide children with good protection against these diseases. This will reduce the number 
of injections children receive.  

• The Grade 9 school immunization program including the diphtheria, tetanus and acellular pertussis (dTap) and 
Meningococcal (MenC-ACYW) vaccines will continue to be offered without change. 

• Alberta Health Services, Public Health will work closely with schools and school authorities to ensure that 
immunization does not interfere with students taking the Provincial Achievement Tests. 

• Alberta Health encourages parents to immunize their children against HPV and HBV. Vaccines are safe, effective, 
and protect our children and communities from disease. 

[MENU] 

 
  



COMMUNICATION 

PowerSchool/Swift K12 

Parents at École St. Cecilia are encouraged to use PowerSchool to monitor their child(ren)’s progress at school. For junior 
high parents, PowerSchool enables them to monitor attendance on a class-by-class basis, find out what homework 
assignments will be, confirm that students have submitted homework or assignments and view their child’s grades as they 
exist in the teacher’s gradebook at any given time. PowerSchool also allows parents to register to receive alert 
notifications, review daily comments from teachers and much more.  

PowerSchool is also the vehicle used for payment of school fees, field trips and purchases such as Chromebooks. 

We are in the process of registering new families for PowerSchool.  

Note: PARENTS MUST HAVE A POWERSCHOOL ACCOUNT TO ACCESS STUDENT REPORT CARDS AND PAY 
SCHOOL FEES. 
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School Website 

A great deal of information is posted to our school website. Please check the website frequently for updates regarding 
news and school events, calendar dates, activities, district events and school council updates. School websites throughout 
the division were re-designed in late August. Our website can be accessed by using either www.stcecilia.ecsd.net or 
http://www.ecsd.net/8213. Content on the website has been organized into four broad categories: About, Programs, Student 
Life and News. Menus and submenus can be found by clicking on these categories along the top menu bar. A great deal of 
information is posted to our school website. Please check the website frequently for updates with regard to news and school 
events, calendar dates, activities, district events and school council updates.   

[MENU] 

  

 

School Emergencies 

In the Edmonton Catholic School District, the safety of our students is always our first priority and students are well 
supervised when they are on school property.  When situations occur that warrant emergency procedures to ensure the 
safety of all students, we will provide parents with accurate and up to date information. One way to keep parents informed 
about an emergency and the safety procedures that have been put into place is by posting the information on the school 
website. Information will be posted and updated as required when a school is experiencing an emergency. 

If there is an emergency situation at the school where your child(ren) attend, check the school website to stay informed 
and receive timely information.  We also need to keep phone lines available at the school during an emergency, so we ask 
that you do not call the school.  This will enable staff at the school to keep in touch with emergency providers and District 
personnel. 

Thank you for your support and help in ensuring our students remain safe. 
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School Handbook 

École St. Cecilia School publishes a School Handbook that provides a great deal of information for parents and students 
about our school and the practices and procedures we have in place. The Handbook is posted on our website:  

École St. Cecilia School Handbook 

Please take some time to review the information in our Handbook.  

[MENU] 

 

 

TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC SAFETY 

Bus Passes 

 

Transportation Fees  

Bus passes will be issued through the office in the first week of the month. Bus pass fees for those who do not qualify for 
free bussing are added to PowerSchool so that payment is convenient for parents. 

Students are reminded to take good care of their bus passes, particularly since they are charged the full replacement cost 
if they lose them. For ETS bus passes, replacement passes are $75.00. Replacement costs for yellow bus passes are 
$5.00. 

Students who take either the ETS or the yellow school busses are expected to behave in a manner acceptable to the bus 
driver. Riding these busses is not a right. It is a service provided by Edmonton Transit or by the school district. Students 
who misbehave on the busses could be asked to find alternate transportation to school.   

Note: Video surveillance cameras were put onto yellow school busses throughout the school district in 2002.  

The Edmonton Transit System allows the holder of an ETS bus pass to utilize Edmonton Transit any time throughout the 
week, including weekends. 

https://www.ecsd.net/schools/1967/school_information/Documents/sbfile/180826/2018-2019%20Bus%20Pass%20Fees%20May%2031%202018.pdf
https://www.ecsd.net/schools/1967/school_information/Documents/sbfile/180826/2018-2019%20Bus%20Pass%20Fees%20May%2031%202018.pdf
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Student Pick Ups and Drop Offs 

Traffic in and around the school building is very congested first thing in the morning and again after school. Many parents 
choose to drive their children to school. There are a limited number of street parking spaces directly in front of the school. 
Parents who are dropping off students are asked to pull to the front of the lane, then “stop, drop and go” in order to keep 
traffic moving. Students will enter the school through their designated doors.  

The staff parking lot is-full. All staff members have been issued parking tags. Vehicles that do not display a valid parking 
tag may be tagged and towed. Parents are asked to refrain from entering the staff parking lot, since it is not a turnaround 
and damage to staff vehicles has occurred in the past. 

All entry doors to the school are locked at 8:30 AM. Students arriving after 8:30 are asked to go to the front door of the 
school and ring the buzzer for entry. Thank you for your cooperation and for helping us to keep our students safe.  

[MENU] 

 

Slow Down for School Zones 

At Edmonton Catholic Schools, the health and safety of students is always our first priority!  School zones are in effect 
around elementary and junior high schools throughout Edmonton. Motorists are required by law to slow down to 30 km/h 
between 8:00am and 4:30pm on school days where school zone signs are posted. Please slow down and ensure the 
safety of students near elementary schools.  
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SCHOOL FEES AND PURCHASING INFORMATION 

School Fees 

School fees are now due. School fees are directed toward consumable items for students including supplies for junior high 
complementary courses such as foods, woodworking or art, and activities such as school events and fun days. Every effort 
has been made to keep school fees as reasonable as possible. 

We recognize that payment of fees in September can be difficult, especially for those parents who have a number of 
children returning to school. We happily accept Visa and Mastercard for payment of school fees. Fees may be paid online 
through PowerSchool. Parents who are unfamiliar with making payments through PowerSchool are invited to contact our 
school office for assistance.  

Parents ca 
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CHROMEBOOK PURCHASES 

It is strongly recommended that students in grades seven through nine purchase Chromebooks. Most school work will be 
done on Chromebooks and many student textbooks can be accessed using the Chromebook as well. Chromebooks may 
be used from one year to the next, although they may need to be replaced once they are no longer under warranty.  

Parents are able to purchase Chromebooks directly through the Compugen Web Portal: 
https://emerge.compugen.com/emerge/enterprise/Home 

Chromebooks purchased through Compugen include a 3 year accidental damage warranty and come pre-loaded with all 
required software. Chromebooks are purchased by parents online and are delivered to the school the student attends. 

The following Chromebook is available through the Chromebook Parent Purchase Program: 

11" Screen Option: 
HP Chromebook 11 G6 - Education Edition - Celeron N3350 / 1.1 GHz - Chrome OS - 4 GB RAM - 32 GB eMMC - 11.6" 
1366 x 768 (HD) - HD Graphics 500 - Wi-Fi, Bluetooth - kbd: US 

Electronic HP Care Pack Pick-Up and Return Service with Accidental Damage Protection - Extended service agreement - 
parts and labor - 3 years - pick-up and return - 9x5 - for Chromebook 11 G6, 11 G7, 11A G6, 14A G5; Chromebook x360; 
Chromebox G2; Stream Pro 11 G5 

Price: $379.00 (not including GST and recycling fee) 

Chromebooks purchased through the Chromebook Parent Purchase Program are managed by our IT department for the 
three year warranty term or until the student leaves ECSD. After the warranty period is up, the district will make every effort 
to resolve issues with Chromebooks, with the understanding that this may not be possible. 

Parents may choose to purchase Chromebooks through the Parent Purchase Program or through local stores. 
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https://emerge.compugen.com/emerge/enterprise/Home


BDM Spirit Wear 

Our École St. Cecilia School Spirit Wear will soon be available for purchase for those who are interested. Information 
regarding the storefront will be sent out as soon as it becomes available.  
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Property Taxes 

All property owners are encouraged to examine their Tax Notice to ensure that their support is assigned to Edmonton 
Catholic Schools. If you own a business or are in a business partnership, please check to see that your taxes are being 
allocated to our district (partial allocations can also be designated). If there is an error, please contact the City of Edmonton 
using their 311 number or through email: taxinquiry@edmonton.ca 
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POLICIES, PROTOCOLS AND PROCEDURES 

School Policies and Operating Procedures 

School policies at École St. Cecilia School are printed in our School Handbook. Policies are reviewed and discussed on an 
annual basis with the School Council. Please take some time to review and familiarize yourselves with our school policies 
and operating procedures.  
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Protocol for Parent Concerns 

Edmonton Catholic Schools recognizes the freedom of all members of the school community (students, staff, parents and 
neighbours) to voice their concerns in an appropriate manner to the appropriate school personnel. The principle of “first 
contact” needs to be followed. This means that the person(s) who have the concern, have the responsibility to begin 
addressing the concern directly with those persons with whom they have the concern before taking their concern 
elsewhere. Parents who contact school administration prior to speaking with the persons with whom they have a concern 
will be directed to that person first. 

If resolution is not found, please then involve school administration and School Operations Services (SOS) as needed.   

All parties will deal with concerns in a manner that is consistent with the teachings of the Catholic Church. 
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Vacations/Extended Absences 

21st century classrooms are dynamic learning environments that are fluid and constantly changing. Work assigned is often 
project-based and is designed to promote critical thinking and a deeper level of student engagement. Worksheets and 
paper packages of student work are increasingly rare in today’s classrooms, since research shows that they do little to 
promote higher level thinking skills or achievement. Because our learning environments are so dynamic, it can be very 
difficult for teachers to put together packages for students who will be away for an extended period of time.  

Consequently, we recommend that families avoid booking vacation time during the school year. Extended absences are 
detrimental to student achievement and can have a significant impact on a student’s marks. Students in grades six and 
nine write Provincial Achievement Tests. If these students miss a great deal of school, then they could score lower on 
these government exams. In the case of a grade nine student, lower achievement could mean that the student does not 
get into his or her desired academic stream in high school. If a student must be away for a truly important event or family 
emergency, then parents are asked to contact the teacher to find out what general topics of study will be examined while 
the student is away. The student will be expected to read applicable textbook chapters and monitor work and material 
being posted to Google classrooms, with the understanding that the student will likely have work to make up when he or 
she returns to school. Google classrooms do not take the place of the teacher in the classroom environment, so the 
student may experience some difficulty in keeping up with assignments in classes, particularly if the absence is a longer 
one. 

It is the responsibility of the student to see each of his or her teachers to find out what work was missed during an absence 
and to complete all missed work, assignments and/or exams. 

Note: Our school social worker will follow up with the families of students who are habitually late or chronically absent. 
Absences may be reported to the Attendance Board. 
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Personal Property/Electronic Devices 

Students are responsible for all personal property, including electronic devices. All personal items should be clearly 
marked with the student’s name. This makes it much easier to return items to students if they are misplaced and reduces 
the number of items collected - and often not claimed - in our Lost and Found bins. Students should never leave money 
and valuables unattended. The school cannot be responsible for damage or loss and we do not investigate in the event 
that these items go missing.  
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Illness 

We have always taken the position that students who are ill should not be at school. We understand that in the past, it may 
have been easier to send a child to school if he or she exhibited mild symptoms rather than arranging for child-care. 
Unfortunately, in our current climate, this is no longer acceptable. We must do everything we can to make sure that 
everyone is safe. 

Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily for symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID-19, or other 
infectious respiratory disease before sending them to school. Staff will also assess themselves daily for symptoms of 
common cold, influenza, or COVID-19 prior to entering the school. 

All persons should use the health assessment checklist to assess themselves daily prior to entering the school/site. Any 
person who selects “yes” on any of the screening questions will not be permitted to enter the school, pending further 
testing for COVID-19. 

Signs will be posted reminding persons not to enter if they have COVID-19 symptoms, even if symptoms resemble a mild 
cold. 

Should a student exhibit signs of illness at school, they will be moved to the quiet room within our school office. 
Parent/caregivers will be notified and advised to pick up their child immediately. Please ensure that student emergency 
contact information is up-to date in the event that parents cannot be reached. 

Should a student become ill, a parent/caregiver or emergency contact must pick up the student as soon as is practicable. 

Staff supervising symptomatic students will: 

• Keep all other staff out of the designated quarantine area 

• Provide the student with a face mask, provided that the student can wear it safely 

• Wear recommended PPE 

• Use strict hand-washing techniques; and 

• Maintain physical distancing. 
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Closed Campus 

École St. Cecilia School has a closed campus for students over the noon hour. We are concerned with the safety of our 
students during the school day and it is difficult to properly supervise them if they leave the school grounds. As well, the 
allotted time for students between morning and afternoon classes is short and unless your son or daughter lives very close 
to the school, he or she would not have time to get home and return to school for afternoon classes.  A few reminders for 
parents: 

1. For those who live within easy walking distance of the school, permission for your son/daughter to go home at 
lunch must be in writing and on file in the school office.   

2. Please do not send notes giving your child(ren) permission to leave the school grounds to go to the nearby 
shopping centers or to another student’s home at lunch time. They will not be honored.  

3. Parents who wish to take their children out for lunch must come to the school office and sign their children out. 

There will be a variety of activities for students to take part in over the noon hour once the cold weather sets in.  
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Litterless Lunch 

Did you know that over the course of one year, a typical student sends the equivalent of their own body weight in waste to 
a landfill just from conventionally packed school lunches? The amount of food waste generated over one lunch hour at 
school is truly staggering! Students often throw items that they do not like away. As well, organic waste, such as apple 
cores and banana peels, can attract stinging insects, which can pose a danger. Single use plastics are often not recyclable 
and end up in landfills. 

École St. Cecilia School is committed to reducing waste in our school. In an effort to cut down on food and plastic waste, 
we will be asking students to pack uneaten food items, recyclables and waste back in their lunch boxes to be disposed of 
at home. To facilitate this, students are asked to pack their lunches in sealed reusable containers so uneaten food can be 
sent home in the same container. This way, parents are aware of exactly what their children are eating at school and we 
are reducing waste at the same time. Thank you for your cooperation and understanding! 
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Allergy Aware Policy 

We have a number of students with life-threatening allergies to peanuts and nut products at our school. In some cases, 
these allergies are so severe that just a trace of or even the smell of peanuts or nut products can send the child into 
anaphylactic shock. If this happens, the child’s throat tightens and swells and he or she may stop breathing. This type of 
severe allergic reaction can be fatal. The following website has a great deal of helpful information regarding anaphylaxis: 
http://www.anaphylaxis.org. 

We strive to keep each of our students safe during the school day. Even though your child may not be in the same class as 
one of our severely allergic children, there is still the possibility of cross-contamination. If, for example, a child has a 
peanut butter sandwich for lunch, then uses a school computer after lunch, he or she might unknowingly leave trace 
amounts of peanut butter on the keyboard. If a severely allergic child used the keyboard during the next class, he or she 
could have a severe allergic reaction. Although we cannot absolutely guarantee that students will not come into contact 
with nut products, we do wish to limit the chances of such an occurrence. Please help us by checking the labels, packages 
and ingredients of all foods your children bring to school. Please don’t let your child bring any foods to school that contain 
even a trace amount of peanuts or nuts. We truly appreciate your cooperation and help in this important matter. 
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Medical Alerts 

Upon occasion, parents request that staff members administer medication to students who are not sufficiently mature or 
reliable enough to care for their own needs. In order to administer medication to a student, we require a “Request for 
Administration of Medication/Medical Treatment Form” be completed and on file in the office. A copy of this form may be 
obtained from the school office. It is the parents’ responsibility to keep us informed of medical conditions and to provide 
correct information regarding treatment and emergency contact information. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

[MENU] 

 

School Opening Celebration 

École St. Cecilia School will mark the beginning of the school year with our school opening celebrations on Tuesday, 
September 17.  
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Meet the Staff Evening 

Our annual Meet the Staff event is going digital this year. Information will be sent out via Swift as to how to connect with 
your child’s teachers. Parents…please mark your calendars. Our Meet the Staff Evening will take place on Thursday, 
September 17 at 6:30 PM. This event will not only give you a chance to meet your child(ren)’s teachers and see who 
school personnel are, and you will also you will also learn about our programs, activities and goals for the upcoming school 
year. 
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School Council AGM 

The School Council is a collective association of parents, teachers, principal, staff and community representative(s) whose 
purpose is to advise the principal and the board respecting matters relating to the school. It is a means for parents and 
community members to work together with the school to support and enhance student learning.  

The primary role of school council members is to work together with school personnel to create a strong learning 
environment, within the context of our Catholic identity, for all students enrolled in the school. School council members 
typically advise the principal on areas such as school planning, budgeting, school fees, communications, community 
relations, programming, and the School Plan for Continuous Growth. 

Parents who would like to be more involved in their child’s education and in the decision-making process at the school are 
invited to attend the School Council meetings.  

The first School Council meeting of the year, which is also our Annual General Meeting, will be held on Thursday, 
September 17 at 6:30 PM. At this time, in accordance with our School Council Operating Procedures, Executive members 
of the School Council must be elected or re-elected on an annual basis. Consequently, elections for Chair, Vice Chair and 
Secretary will be held at the Annual General Meeting: 

Subsequent meeting dates will be determined by the School Council at the first meeting. Typically, the School Council 
meets every other month, with meetings in September, November, January, March, and May. The School Council 
Operating Procedures are posted to the School Council page of our website. 

The current School Council Executive is: 

http://www.anaphylaxis.org/


Chair:  

Vice Chair:  

Secretary:  
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School Picture Day 

We will be using Lifetouch for our school pictures again this year. School pictures will be taken on Tuesday, September 8. 
Please mark your calendars! Pre-payment envelopes with additional information on packages and prices will be sent home 
once we receive them. Students must bring the pre-payment envelope with them on Photo Day. This envelope will be 
given directly to the photographer.  
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8830 - 132 Avenue NW | Edmonton, AB | T5E 0X8 
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