
 

October 2020 

What beautiful fall weather we have enjoyed these past few days! It is that brief time of the 

year when the amazing colors of the leaves and the crispness of the air remind us of God’s 

great gifts. Although we have faced challenges in our school community; as we begin the week, 

take strength in knowing that God will be there to support us and keep us safe in difficult times.  

 

 

Prayer for the Beginning of Autumn 

O God of Creation, you have blessed us with the changing of the seasons. 

As we welcome the autumn months, may the earlier setting of the sun remind us to take time 

to rest. May the brilliant colors of the leaves remind us of the wonder of your creation. 

May the steam of our breath in the cool air remind us that it is you who give us the breath of 

life. 

May the harvest from the fields remind us of the abundance we have been given and bounty 

we are to share with others. 

May the dying of summer’s spirit remind us of your great promise that death is temporary, and 

life is eternal. We praise you for your goodness forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Administrator’s Message 

 

This month we celebrate Thanksgiving and we have many things to be thankful for. We are 

most thankful that you have entrusted us with the task of educating your children – they make 

us so proud every single day. We had a very smooth start to the school year. Our Virtual Meet 

the Staff Evening was posted to our website with much fanfare.  We look forward to the day 

where we able to meet so many of you for the first time in person! Our School Opening 

Celebration was a moving celebration of prayer and song. We were so happy to have Fr. Sathia, 

from St. Matthew’s Parish lead our opening celebration and bless our students!  

Thank you as well to all the parents who have committed to attending our first School Council 

meeting. It will be wonderful to see so many parents who are committed to our school and 

wish to have a voice in the direction the school is going and in the decisions that affect their 

children’s education. Thank you in advance for your enthusiasm and your desire to help us to 

make our school even greater than it already is. 

We are looking forward to celebrating Thanksgiving with all of our students. Our Thanksgiving 

celebration will be on Friday, October 9 and will be broadcast over our Tigers TV system.  

We are very thankful for our school staff. October 5 is World Teachers’ Day, which is a great 

opportunity for us to thank our teachers for all they do!  

 

Take Care and God Bless,  

 

Chris Cicchini  

Principal, École St. Cecilia Junior High School 

 

 

 

 



 

École St. Cecilia Junior High School Website  

We continue to update the École St. Cecilia Junior High School website found here: École St. 

Cecilia Junior High School. Please return to it regularly for information about our school, as well 

as to check out the Calendar for current dates of school activities and events.  

 

 

 

Student Learning when Required to Isolate at Home  

Those students who are required to self-isolate due to close contact with a confirmed 

COVID19+ individual will continue their education from home through regular, self-directed, 

check-ins with their normal classes’ Google Classrooms and Teams groups. Their usual teachers 

will continue to post appropriate notes, assignments, and activities for students to work on 

while they are away, so that they maintain the pace of their learning for when they return to 

school at the completion of their isolation. Students in this circumstance will not be switched to 

an online learning class.  

Before Coming to School Each Day  

A continued reminder to all our families, before sending your child to school each day, we ask 

that you complete the Daily COVID Screening Tool for Parents. We thank you for helping ensure 

the health and wellbeing of our community, by keeping your child at home when they are ill. 

The checklist, which is attached to this email, is designed to help determine if you should send 

your child to school.  

COVID 19 Screen Tool 

Student Illness 

 

 

https://www.ecsd.net/8213
https://www.ecsd.net/8213
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/ECSCOVIDSCREEN%20(1)-1.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/ECSCOVIDSCREEN%20(1)-1.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/ECSCOVIDSCREEN%20(1)-1.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/ECSCOVIDSCREEN%20(1)-1.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/ECSCOVIDSCREEN%20(1)-1.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/ECSCOVIDSCREEN%20(1)-1.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/ECSCOVIDSCREEN%20(1)-1.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/ECSCOVIDSCREEN%20(1)-1.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/20d4bb45-0eb4-42cc-8553-94eafc34ee58/resource/46ed4b17-2989-412a-a70c-2bf1ddd3e239/download/edu-covid-19-student-illness.pdf


Parent-Guardian Reminder School entry only by appointment  

A reminder that access to the school for all caregivers and other visitors is by appointment only. 

Part of your child’s daily routine and responsibility, as a Junior High student, is to remember 

their lunch and school materials. We ask that you continue to work with them to ensure that 

they do not forget to bring these important items to school each day. In extreme 

circumstances, if it is absolutely necessary to drop off any materials to the school, we ask that 

you call the school in advance before you arrive at the doors to the building so that we can 

respond appropriately. It is also important that when a parent or visitor enters the school with 

an established appointment, they use the self-screening tool before entering. If a visitor or 

parent answers YES to any of the questions, they will not be permitted to enter the school. 

Finally, all parents must wear a mask and hand sanitize upon entering the building. Thank you 

for your support and cooperation in this matter.  

 

 

 

  

PowerSchool 

PowerSchool is your one stop shopping tool for all things for your child’s education.  You should 

have recently received communication from ECSD regarding your ECSD Parent Verification 

form.  Please take a moment to complete the form and update your contact information.  If you 

require any support, please contact the office staff. 

School Fees are typically posted during September.  This year, ECS Financial Services team are 

reviewing all school fees to ensure accuracy.  The fees will be posted in October.  Families will 

be communicated with via SWIFT when these are available.  We ask that when available 

families pay school fees using PowerSchool. 

 

Virtual Meet the Teacher  

To be introduced to your child’s teachers, please visit the École St. Cecilia Junior High School 

webpage for a short video that let you know a little bit about them and the classes they teach.  

 

https://www.ecsd.net/8213


 

Orange Shirt Day   

Sept. 30th On Orange Shirt Day, we acknowledge Canada’s Indigenous history and remember 

all the children and families whose lives were irrevocably changed through the tragedy that is 

to be found in residential schools. It is a time to honor those who survived, and to remember 

those who did not.  

The National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation, NCTR, was established to create an enduring 

archive of the stories of residential schools. It is a rich repository of text and of video from the 

work of the TRC that provides many opportunities for us to use the powerful tool of education 

as an integral part of the journey to reconciliation.  

Please join École St. Cecilia Junior High School and wear an orange shirt on September 30, 2020, 

to show that we are committed to the principle that Every Child Matters.  

 

 

Student Cellphone Use  

Please be aware that cellphones are not to be used by students during the school day. As we 

are not using lockers, students bringing their cell phones to classes must ensure that they are 

turned off and are not brought out for use, unless instructed to do so by the teacher for 

purposes of learning. Students who need to contact their guardians during the day, or parents 

who wish to contact their children, are required to go through the main office for this 

communication. We appreciate your cooperation as we work to keep our students safe.  

 



 

ETS bus pass purchase for October  

Students who require ETS bus passes for October are reminded that they are only available pre-

purchased through PowerSchool. Parents and Guardians must log into Parent PowerSchool and 

purchase them online. Absolutely no cash or debit/credit can be accepted at the school. Pre-

purchased bus passes will be distributed to students on Sept. 29 and 30. The link to Parent 

PowerSchool can be found here: http://powerschool.ecsd.net  

 

 

Thanksgiving Holiday - Oct. 12  

A reminder that there will not be school on Monday, October 12th due to the Thanksgiving 

Holiday. Enjoy the extra-long weekend.  

 

School Council News  

The first School Council meeting, the Annual General Meeting (AGM), will be held at École St. 

Cecilia Junior High School in person on Wednesday, September 30th with a 5:30pm start time. 

We are looking forward to a strong turn out and representation of the school community from 

the parents and guardians who will join us. We look forward to welcoming new council 

members as we have parents leaving our group as their children have transitioned to high 

school. The complete list of current Executive Members and the minutes of the meeting can be 

found on the École St. Cecilia Junior High School website. This will be updated following our 

meeting on Wednesday. Our 2nd meeting will be held in November, delivery model, date, and 

time to be determined.  It is not too late to be part of the council and attend our meetings. If 

http://powerschool.ecsd.net/
https://www.ecsd.net/8213
https://www.ecsd.net/8213
https://www.ecsd.net/8213


you would like to attend, please email the school email at 8213web@ecsd.net with the subject 

heading: School Council and you will be provided information to join us.  

 

Our Catholic Faith and Social Justice Activities  

Our Thanksgiving Celebration will take place on Friday, October 9.  Our school community will 

celebrate Thanksgiving together with the help of our Chaplain, Mrs. Borrelli, and students from 

various classes participating in the celebration.  As was the case with our opening paraliturgy, 

we will participate within our classes while being led virtually over the school broadcast system.  

 

 

School Visits by Our Parish Priest  

We continue to be blessed to have Father Sathia from St. Matthew Parish resume his scheduled 

visits to each of our homeroom classes in the upcoming months. Having spoken to Father after 

his first visit, he is clearly enthusiastic about answering the students’ questions about our faith 

and his role in the school community and Parish and he looks forward to each opportunity to 

speak with our classes.  

 

 

 

Terry Fox Run 

To adapt COVID-19 restrictions, students will be honoring Terry Fox by participating in the 

annual run with their individual physical education class and classroom cohorts the week of 

September 28th, 2020. Homeroom teachers have also collected donations in support of the 

Terry Fox Foundation and the fight against cancer. We look forward to seeing our students 

honor such an important Canadian icon and supporting this cause.  

 

 



 

Athletics 

Grade 9 students participating in Mrs. Munoz’s Recreation Leadership course have organized 

outdoor intramural games for our students during the lunch hour. We commend the students 

on their creative efforts in creating a safe environment that adheres to our Covid-19 protocols 

and school cohort system while promoting physical literacy. Go Tigers! 

Volleyball 

The St. Cecilia Athletic Department has organized an alternative volleyball program in 

accordance with recent division protocols that limit team sports and inter-school games and 

tournaments. During the month of October, students will have an opportunity to participate in 

an organized program once per week to practice and improve their volleyball skills within their 

grade cohorts. Students can stay tuned for more information about signing up and practice 

times on Tiger TV. Looking forward to seeing our Tigers in some volleyball action! 

 

 

 

Halloween Activities October 30th, 2020 

Edmonton Catholic Schools requires that students who are planning to dress up for Halloween 

and Halloween activities to please not wear any masks other than Protective Personal 

Equipment to school and that when distributing treats in school, these will be prepackaged 

treats only. We look forward to the festivities and more information will be featured for 

students on Tiger TV.  

 

Chromebook purchase  

There continue to be inquiries about the possibility of students purchasing their own 

Chromebook for the school year. Edmonton Catholic Schools provides an option for students 

who wish to make this purchase, at a reduced rate, through Compugen. Purchases are made 

through Compugen and information can be found at the following link: ECS Chromebook 

Purchase Program  

https://emerge.compugen.com/emerge/enterprise/Login
https://emerge.compugen.com/emerge/enterprise/Login


 

This year’s grade 9 MADD presentation will take on Wednesday, September 30. MADD Canada 

has worked on offering the new film ‘The Wish’ in a virtual way.  On that day, each grade 9 

home room will be a part of a 60-minute presentation hosted by MADD and facilitated by their 

classroom teacher. 

 

 

Photo Retake and Online Learner Photo Day 

Photo retake day is schedule for October 27.  This is also the day where we will welcome our 

online learners to come to school for their school photos.  Students will be required to book a 

time for their photo appointments on that day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

October 2020 

 

“Joy springs from a grateful heart. Truly, we have received much, so many graces, so many blessings, 

and we rejoice in this. It will do us good to think back on our lives with the grace of remembrance…Let 

us seek the grace of remembrance so as to grow in the spirit of gratitude. Let us ask ourselves: are we 

good at counting our blessings, or have we forgotten them?”   (Pope Francis, Homily, 09/24/15) 

 

Our Holy Father shared these words initially when he was preaching to a group of priests and 
religious in New York.  The message, however, is one that transcends vocation and age and 
whispers into all of our hearts.  It is so easy to lose our sense of gratitude and joy when we are 
being inundated with messages of fear, anxiety, and negativity at every turn, every day.  This 
year, more than ever, as we approach Thanksgiving, it is so important for us to take time to 
discern and to remember all of the goodness in our lives.  There are blessings in each of our 
lives, and it is important that we never lose sight of them.  Counting our blessings with 
gratitude is the first step of our journey to joy. 
  
The beginning of September seems so long ago.  There is no question that we are all learning as 
we move along the educational journey in Covid times.  Families and schools have all been 
focused on making learning “work” in an environment that is drastically different than the 
norm, all while trying to minimize anxiety for everyone. 
 
At the time of writing this article, our Division has an enrolment of 43,350 students with 
approximately 11,513 of those students participating online.  Part of the understanding that we 
have gained as a Division is that we need proper time to be able to plan for and staff our 
different learning scenarios.  As a Division, we have hired 96 teachers to support the learning 
choices that families made; thankfully, much of the cost of this is offset by the federal 
education pandemic funding that was announced in September.  We are very proud of the way 
our schools and departments were able to reconfigure in the few precious days between 
August 28, when parents finalized their Quarter 1 learning decisions, and the first student day 
on September 2.  In many cases, entire school timetables needed to be rebuilt and teaching 
assignments were changed.  
 
October sees Quarter 2 on the horizon, and this means families will have another opportunity 
to choose in-school or online learning.  You will receive a SWIFT K-12 message by October 5 
with all of the information that you will need in order to make an informed decision for your 
children for the second quarter and beyond.  We need to have a firm commitment from our 



families well before the second quarter begins on November 10 so that we can arrange our 
staff appropriately. 
 
 
I will leave you with a thought from Pope Francis’ General Audience on September 2, 2020.  
“The current pandemic has highlighted our interdependence: we are all linked to each other, 
for better or for worse. Therefore, to come out of this crisis better than before, we have to do 
so together; together, not alone… Either it is done together, or it is not done. We must do it 
together, all of us, in solidarity.” 
 
Have a blessed Thanksgiving! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Make a Joyful Noise to the Lord 

“Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his 

presence with singing. Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made us, and we are his; we are 

his people, and the sheep of his pasture. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with 

praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name. For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures 

forever, and his faithfulness to all generations” (Psalm 100). 

Given our unique circumstances in the past eight months, and the many challenges and 

difficulties that so many have faced, we might think that as Thanksgiving approaches, we have 

very little for which to be thankful. But scripture and particularly Psalm 100 tell us a completely 

different story. In fact, the passage invites us to praise the Lord with great joy; to celebrate and 

worship the God of love.  

The major theme that emerges from this Psalm is the importance of belonging to God. During 

the past year there may have been times when we felt abandoned or forgotten by God. But the 

psalm presents the entire earth as joined together, not separated and alone. God’s steadfast 

love endures forever. And in the same way that we sing a song of praise to our creator, we 

acknowledge, praise, and bless Him for his goodness and mercy. Indeed, the Lord is good and 

he never abandons us; God is always ready to sustain us with his merciful love, even and 

especially during times of great doubt and fear. “Be not be afraid. I go before you always. Come 

follow me, and I will give you rest” (John Michael Talbot).  

During this Thanksgiving weekend, let us remember that God is with us, in the good times and 

in the moments that we find ourselves struggling. “Know that the Lord is God. It is he that made 

us, and we are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture” (Psalm 100). Like God, we 

too are called to be “good shepherds” in the environments where we live: in our families, at 

work, and in the community, sharing the Gospel message of love with everyone we meet.  

 

Sandra Talarico 

Manager, Religious Education Services 

Edmonton Catholic Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Parents/Guardians, 

We are pleased to announce that Edmonton Catholic Schools will once again have an 

online electronic process to verify your child’s enrollment with us.  We have conveniently 

made the link accessible in the PowerSchool portal for your security. Although the due 

date for this form to be submitted is September 30, we would ask that it be completed 

as soon as possible. Thank you to all parents & guardians who have already completed 

the form. 

In order to confirm your child’s registration with Edmonton Catholic Schools, you must 

have:   

• An active PowerSchool Parent Portal Account. 
• An Internet connected computer, tablet or smartphone. 

Important: 

If you do not already have a parent portal account, please contact your school to receive 

an access code to allow you to create your parent account. You will require an access 

code for each of your children.  

Visit https://powerschool.ecsd.net to complete the form. For your convenience, the 

attached document has additional instructions. 

  

  

Attached Files 

Parent Enrolment Verification 2020-21.pdf  

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpowerschool.ecsd.net%2F&data=02%7C01%7CChristopher.Cicchini%40ecsd.net%7Cc519658fc71b443c86cf08d8631b8891%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637368317235596185&sdata=H%2BJrshuoqakZQ1wMHQifCpIvrMUsUKL8LeuMVtlRQgI%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fswift911v4-ch.swiftreach.com%2FPublic%2FEmail%2FAttachedFile.ashx%3Fc%3D202708%26j%3D81350238%26l%3D0%26e%3D00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000%26n%3DParent%2BEnrolment%2BVerification%2B2020-21.pdf%26f%3D5b99512e-0abb-4a0d-9289-1045fd5ca1fa&data=02%7C01%7CChristopher.Cicchini%40ecsd.net%7Cc519658fc71b443c86cf08d8631b8891%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637368317235606183&sdata=E63u%2BNG4pz3dka4PW3yLcq8S58l7%2ByqnHvbxy3hHw2c%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


