
St. Rose School Council Minutes 
October 5, 2020 

 

Administration: Bruno Binassi (Principal) and Ferdinand Filiplic (Assistant-Principal) 

School Council Executive: Kim Street (Chair), Tracy Hawkins (Vice-Chair), Remily Brown (Treasurer), and Amanda Tindill (Secretary) 

Parent Attendees: Christina Bossio, Erin Kirby, Donna McGee, Tami Lackey, Bonny Quast, Cathy Loder, Colleen Quito, Christine 

DeRose, Anna Mercuri, Catherine Malowany, Barb MacDonald, Michelle Kyei, Cristina Swinnerton, Donovan Tindill, Stefania Valle, 

and Leanne Blais. 

1. Call to Order Kim Street called the meeting to order at 6:31pm. 

 

2. Welcome Kim welcomed attendees and passed the Chair to Bruno to go over Microsoft Teams meeting features and 

instructions. Kim passed along regrets from Catholic School Board Trustee Alene Matula whom could not attend this 

meeting, but encourages parents to contact her via email with any concerns. 

 

3. Opening Prayer Ferdinand Filiplic Treaty 6 Bruno Binassi 

 

4. Approval of Agenda Motioned by Barb MacDonald with the addition of the Choice of Learning email added under New 

Business. Seconded by Leanne Blais. Approved 

 

5. Approval of Minutes from May 22, 2020 Motioned by Remily Brown. Seconded by Christine DeRose. Approved. 

 

6. Elections for 2020-2021 School Year Kim passed the Chair over to Bruno to hold the Elections, the results are as 

follows: Chair: Kim Street, Vice-Chair: Tracy Hawkins, Treasurer: Remily Brown, Secretary: Amanda Tindill 

 

7. Principal's Report Bruno Binassi 

The summer was a flurry of emails and planning for the school year opening. Ensuring the school was compliant 

with ECSD expectations, creating an entry plan for students and staff and managing the personal protective 

equipment were only some of the challenges.  

 

All these preparations were compounded with having to staff two positions. Mrs. Robson and Mrs. Boutette were 

hired to be lead teachers at the junior high online schooling. We welcome Mrs. Haughian and Miss Just to our 

school community.  

 

Perhaps the biggest challenge was the coordination of in-person and online learning; something that has never 

occurred at the junior high level in ECSD. The staff at St. Rose decided it would provide its students synchronous 

in-person and online learning. Whether a student is in-person or online, he or she will be taught by a St. Rose 

teacher according to the class schedules. There have been challenges and there will be more in the future. 

Everyone is doing something they have never done before. Different levels of technical expertise and learning 

through experience have created steep learning curves for everyone. We are awaiting the arrival of the 

microphones that were ordered in early September to address the sound quality. In light of the announcement from 

ECSD today, we do not anticipate a significant change in our learning environment. Students whether they are 

online or in-person will continue to be taught by the teacher they currently have.  

 

Regarding the guidelines put in place to address the spread of COVID-19, our students and families have been 

extremely supportive. Most families realized that ECSD has put in place extra guidelines, as is its prerogative, to 

those outlined by AHS. The school had one inquiry about ECSD’s requirement to be masked in our classrooms 

when the required two-meter distancing cannot be maintained. The school also had one vocal parent objecting to 

the extra precautions and limitations on student movement. It was explained to both families that it is not St. Rose 

School’s option to implement the ECSD guidelines but a requirement.  

 



This school year we welcomed 433 students and their families; an increase of 27 students from last year. This 

increase in enrollment is a wonderful validation of the school’s reputation. There are 16 homerooms (five grade 

sevens, six grade eights and five grade nines).  

 

There have been a few scheduling changes for classrooms to accommodate the protocols. The Foods Room is 

only being used as a Foods Lab and not a classroom. As a result, the library has been turned into a classroom 

space. The Fitness Room cannot be used by more than five students at once and as a result it has become our sick 

room.  

 

We have made efforts to maintain the regular routine and activities the school would normally do, albeit with some 

modifications. The Grade Seven Orientation, Meet the Staff, school Masses, the Terry Fox Run, Student Faith Day 

and school pictures have all continued with modifications. You should know your children have been wonderfully 

adaptive. They appreciate and follow the safety protocols very well and have accepted the new normal of the daily 

routine and special activities.  

Unfortunately, there will be a couple of activities we cannot do such as school dances and field trips. AHS and/or 

ECSD guidelines prohibit these activities at this time. 

A further challenge of the protocols the school is following is the cost. It has quickly become very apparent the cost 

to the school to resupply the sanitizing products used in classrooms and common spaces will be considerable. The 

Division is sourcing a disinfectant spray to replace the wipes.  

 

COVID-19 Notifications 

It is inevitable that St. Rose School will be affected by a positive COVID-19 test. Our community is comprised of 

individuals from many different parts of the city with varying contacts. Please know the school has been 

overwhelmingly impressed with families taking COVID-19 seriously. The office is constantly fielding phone calls and 

emails from parents seeking advice and advising us that out of an abundance of caution they are temporarily 

isolating children until symptoms resolve or in other cases until a negative COVID-19 test result is received.  

From the first experience we have had with a known positive case at St. Rose School, we were able to minimize the 

isolation to one homeroom class and one option class. This is remarkable when you consider most grade cohorts 

have 130 or more students or more. The school immediately reports any known cases directly to ECSD central 

office for guidance. In our first case AHS responded the same day to give further instructions. AHS notification can 

occur well after regular school hours and any follow-up information from the school can occur later into the evening. 

For this reason, it is imperative that families check their email inboxes at the beginning of the day to see if there are 

any updates from the school regarding AHS notifications. Parents should also be aware that the school’s re-entry 

plan is updated monthly and is posted to our school website in the “About” section. 

 

Lockers have been eagerly anticipated by everyone especially as colder weather is expected. ECSD has allowed 

individual schools to make this decision. St. Rose School will be assigning lockers. The implementation has been 

slightly delayed due to the reported COVID-19 case that required 39 students and six staff to isolate including Mr. 

Filiplic. We are hoping to have the new locker assignments in place by the end of the week.  

 

The school thanks the many families who have contacted the office wishing to pay school fees. At this time ECSD 

has asked schools to delay posting school fees until the school year is well under way and the transition date 

(November 10th) approaches. The school will be able to better adjust school fees for those students learning at-

school and at-home and avoid refunding families school fees as was the case last year. 

 

 We are pleased to announce that another staff member joined our St. Rose Family on October 1st supporting 

students and families. Mrs. Jesica Ramler is a Family School Liaison Worker and will work in coordination with Mrs. 

Griffin. Mrs. Ramler brings a wealth of experience to this position and is very excited to be joining our school and 

working with students and their families. This staffing addition came at no cost to the school.  

 

Lastly, families will soon notice a beautiful addition to the front of the main entrance. The first part of the fourth and 

final part of the mosaic project will be installed in October. The fourth phase focuses on the last part of the Treaty 

Six Acknowledgement: “And now home to many peoples from around the world.” The mosaic will feature St. Rose 

of Lima and her garden. It will welcome families and visitors alike. The artist completed the mosaics in her studio as 

outside guests are not permitted in the school. However, the design is based on student artwork submitted last 

year. The second part of the mosaic project will be installed in the school chapel in spring and will also be inspired 

by our faith. Thank you for your generous funding for this project. The ECSD Foundation will be funding the second 

mosaic in the chapel.  

 

Immunizations will hopefully go ahead as scheduled. The public health nurse has scheduled three days, March 10, 

11 and 12, for immunizations. It is hoped that all grade nines and those grade sevens who missed immunizations 



last year will be done. 

 

Questions from Parents  

➢ A parent inquired about the ratio of In-person and Online Learning. Of the 433 students enrolled 96 attend the 

Online learning option. The Division average for online learning is about 25% with St. Roses average sitting a 

bit lower at about 22%. 

➢ A parent had asked what would happen if a child needed to self-isolate for the two-week period. All students 

have access to the Microsoft Teams meetings which the online students use to remote into the classroom with 

daily. All students are invited to these meetings however, when in-class the student simply ignores the request 

to join the meeting. 

➢ At this time parents are not permitted into the school. 

➢ A parent asked what is the expectation of a quarantined teacher, can a child in-class ask the teacher at home 

for help as opposed to the in-class substitute teacher? This would depend on the circumstance; however, 

students could use the chat feature in Microsoft Teams to ask their teacher a question. 

➢ A parent inquired if the PARTY program for Grade 9 students will be moving to the half day in-school version 

or cancelling the program all together? At this time the district will only allow booking programs essential to 

the curriculum as no field trips/common transportation arrangements can be made at this time. 

➢ A parent also inquired about the bike thefts that have occurred and if the bike racks could be moved to the 

front of the building and fastened to the brick walls? Bruno will suggest this option to the District but makes 

no promises as the District is very particular in what they will allow. 

 

8. Assistant Principal Activities and Events Report 

St. Rose was quieter than usual this past September due to COVID 19 restrictions but we were still able to have a few 

activities: 

➢ Our school opening Mass occurred on September 10.  Fr. Dean presided from our chapel and it was streamed via 

Microsoft teams.  The Holy Eucharist was distributed to students via Eucharistic ministers who visited the classes.  

A first of its kind for St. Rose and most likely ECSD. 

➢ Clubs are limited but the yearbook club and student leadership have started.  Thank you to Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. 

Haughian for getting the ball rolling. 

➢ Inter school athletics is on a pause, however, intramural play will commence at our school in October. 

➢ Eagle spirit day was on Friday September 25.   

➢ Our Terry Fox Run was modified this year.  Instead of a run through our community, students participated in a class 

by class run around the outside perimeter of our property.  Students watched a commemorative video prior to 

their run and funds were raised via PowerSchool. 

➢ Our Student Faith Day and Thanksgiving liturgy of the word was held on October 1.  Our guest speaker had to be 

cancelled but our students spent the morning learning about St. Rose, planning their home room social justice 

activity, and team building via classroom challenges.  The committee organized escape room activities and a school 

faith trivia challenge.  A great time was had by all.  Fr. Dean was most impressed.    

Upcoming:  intramural start up 

                     MADD virtual presentation 

 

9. Choice of Learning An email was sent out by the district earlier today regarding a change to only accommodate one 

further move between in-person and online learning at the end of this quartermester. With the learning model St. Rose 

has chosen using the Microsoft Teams meetings, they have tried to eliminate re-entry complications with avoiding a 

change in teachers for their students from term to term. The school has ordered a few new cameras and microphones 

to improve the online teaching. 

With the ECSD’s decision to have parents choose for the remainder of the year they are trying to avoid complications 

that would be disruptive to the students; nothing during a pandemic is ideal. Parents shared very positive feedback 

regarding the teaching model St. Rose has chosen and commended their superb handling of this tough situation thus 

far. 

 

10. Next meeting Monday November 23, 2020 at 6:30pm.  

 

11. Adjournment at 7:40pm  



 
St. Rose School Advisory Association Meeting Minutes 

Monday, October 5, 2020 

 
1. Call to Order by Kim Street at 7:40pm. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda Motioned by Cristina Swinnerton, seconded by Stefania Valle. Approved. 

 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

 
 

4. Staff Appreciation $1370.00 was raised, and $1365.00 was spent to purchase 26 gift baskets that were generously 

discounted by the Italian Centre Shop. 

 

5. Casino Update Luckily, we squeaked into the last quarter before the pandemic hit. Kim has put our name forward as a fill in 

if another organization chooses to forfeit their casino date, otherwise it could be up to 3 years till our next casino as they 

are needing to catch up after reopening. Kim will be attending an online webinar regarding casinos, and will inquire as to 

how online gambling may affect casinos. 

 

6. Fundraising Committee Kim put forward the idea of holding a 50/50 raffle box and will get more info on how it works for 

the next meeting. It was stated that as we are in tough times it is imperative to keep fundraising voluntary. Kim and Bruno 

continue to look into various grants that can be applied for. 

 

7. Administration Funding Requests  

a. Ms. Just has requested to purchase a new Dishwasher from Trail Appliance for the Food’s Lab giving two options: 

i. Model 1: plastic inner tub, for $875.00 

ii. Model 2: stainless steel inner tub, for $975 

It was decided to acquire additional quotes from the Brick and purchase a higher quality appliance. 

b. Mr. Binassi made a request to purchase Mass Bells. A 4 bell set for $100.00 

 

8. Motions  

a. Tracy Hawkins made a motion to approve up to $1500.00 from the Casino account to purchase a new quality 

dishwasher for the Food’s Lab. Seconded by Donna McGee. Approved. 



b. Bonny Quast motioned for $100.00 from the Casino account be used to purchase the 4 Bell set of Mass Bells. 

Seconded by Donna McGee. Approved. 

c. Amanda Tindill motioned to spend up to $4000.00 from the Casino account to purchase laptops for the Learning 

Coaches as discussed on June 25, 2020. Seconded by Stefania Valle. Approved. 

 

9. Next meeting Monday November 23, 2020 following School Council Meeting.  

 

10. Adjournment at 8:11pm motioned by Tracy Hawkins, seconded by Amanda Tindill. 


