
St. Rose School Council Minutes 
April 19, 2021 

 

Administration: Bruno Binassi (Principal), and Ferdinand Filiplic (Assistant-Principal) 

School Council Executive: Kim Street (Chair), Tracy Hawkins (Vice-Chair), Remily Brown (Treasurer), and Amanda Tindill (Secretary) 

Parent Attendees: Bonny Quast, Colleen Quito, Christine DeRose, Anna Mercuri, Catherine Malowany, Barb MacDonald, Cristina 

Swinnerton, Stefania Valle, Rosalyn Lange, Teresa Chan, Erin Kirby, Shauna, Cathy Loder, and L Blan. 

1. Call to Order Tracy Hawkins called the meeting to order at 6:30pm. 

 

2. Opening Prayer Ferdinand Filiplic Treaty 6 Bruno Binassi 

 

3. Approval of Agenda Motioned by Stefania Valle, seconded by Catherine Malowany. Approved. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes from February 1, 2021 Motioned by Remily Brown. Seconded by Christine DeRose. Approved. 

 

5. Principal's Report Bruno Binassi 

 

As of April 16th, no COVID cases were reported to the school since in-person classes resumed on January 11th. Of course, the 

school is particularly concerned with the increased spread of the variants in our province. The classroom supplies of sanitizer, 

paper towels and sterilant are replenished daily. As the weather has improved in April, all classes are asked to keep a window 

open for air circulation. At this time there is no indication from the ECSD central office regarding a possible decision to move 

secondary students to online learning. 

 

Our Open House was successful. Several attendees had positive comments about our presentation. There were 120 logins for 

the duration of the program.  

 

Student recruitment for grade seven has gone relatively smoothly; however, there have been some issues with the Intention 

Icon and families being able to select St. Rose as a school of choice for their children. This issue will be discussed at the Division 

level.  

 

The Intention Icon for our current students went very smoothly. Thanks to our parents and the efforts of Mrs. Just and Mrs. 

Poles, St. Rose was far ahead of the Division in completing this task. Most of our students are returning to in-person learning in 

September. Only 11 students of our current grade seven and eight classes have indicated their intention to be online for at least 

the first semester next year. 

 

The last week of February, students in grades 7 and 8 received complementary (option) selection forms for next year. It is 

important that families discuss the importance of making good choices for the future. There will be important information on 

the front of the forms and course descriptions on the back to consider. Most importantly, it is important to understand that the 

selections students make will impact future staffing and scheduling.  

 

There was a theft from our outdoor storage shed at the end of February. Unfortunately, the school is not immune to the same 

issues that affect our neighbours and the city at large. We were fortunate to only have our recyclables stolen. Once again, this 

theft was the work of organized thieves. The pair came equipped with their own crowbar. As we move closer to spring, I advise 

families to reconsider plans to have their children bring their bikes to school.  

 

We are regularly maintaining our building. It appears that the surveillance cameras are at the end of their lifespan. We have 

replaced a total of 11 cameras this year. One more major expenditure is to address the separation of the basketball court 

surface. A gap has appeared due to the separation of the plastic tiles. The work order has been made to address this issue as it is 

a safety issue. However, we are not sure as to the actual cost as we need to wait until the ground completely settles in spring.  



 

The school was very pleased to receive a $3000 donation from the provincial Knights of Columbus for the Chapel. The money 

was used to install vinyl plank flooring which was installed April 8th and 9th.  

 

The chapel mosaic will be installed before the end of April. It complements the St. Rose of Lima mosaic. Both mosaics focus on 

our faith. The final mosaic is a cross and depicts the last part of the Treaty Six Acknowledgement, “(Alberta) now home to many 

peoples around the world.” The new mosaic and chapel along with the Inuit mosaics will be blessed in future weeks. We are 

hoping for May 20th, but this is subject to the schedules of the invitees.  

 

Our Accelerated and Honours Entrance Exams were completed over two Saturday and two Thursday afternoons in March. This 

allowed us to complete the exams sooner, in case COVID restrictions would prohibit students from being in schools as was the 

case last year with our Accelerated Math Exam. 

 

More information regarding the end of the year will be coming in May when we have a better indication if the current pandemic 

conditions will have any effect on the remainder of the school year. The Grade 9 Farewell, Awards and the Year-end Mass will 

proceed albeit with modifications if staff can be in the building. Currently, we are not proceeding with final exams due to the 

uncertainty of future learning conditions and with the intent of not creating undue stress on our families. Teachers may give 

summative assessments towards in the end of June, but they will be done in class time. They will be count towards the year 

work but not as final exams worth 15% of the final grade; final report cards will have the final exam sections left blank. As a staff 

we are cognizant that last year students missed the opportunity to write final exams. Final exams will undoubtedly return in the 

future and we need to give our students the experience of how to prepare and write final exams particularly as they enter high 

school. Teachers will share information specific to their class with their students in May once a more detailed plan for the end of 

the year can be make when the school receives more direction from AHS and ECSD. 

 

Also, regarding the end of the year, the staff is exploring the possibility of having grade specific activities outside (weather 

permitting) on different days. Many activities have had to be canceled this year. We are hoping to give students something to 

look forward to providing we can organize enough activities that will adhere to any future guidelines.  

 

As I complete my time at St. Rose, I wish to thank you for your support of the school and me over the past three years. It has 

been an honour to serve as your principal.  

 

The newly appointed principal for next year is Mrs. Susan Oreski and the newly appointed assistant principal is Mrs. Kerri-Anne 

Koehlmans. They will be invited to attend our next School Council Meeting.  

 

6. Assistant Principal Activities and Events Report 

 

Hello Eagle Parents, 

 

The menace of COVID continues to impact student activities at our school.  The Eagles are still persevering and trying to soar 

above the fray as much as possible.   

 

February 17 was our online Ash Wednesday Celebration.  Students gathered with their block 2 classes and took part in a district 

wide celebration, presided by Fr. Glenn and Fr. Julian, our Division chaplains.  Our students were very well behaved and were 

able to receive their ashes in a unique and COVID friendly way.   

 

Our Leadership Team has also been doing their best to keep up morale amongst the student body.  In addition to our monthly 

Eagles Pride day, the Leadership Team helped organize a Twin Day and helped organize Numeracy Week. 

 

Speaking of Numeracy Week, the Leadership Team with the Math Department helped organize a fun filled week of Math 

challenges, which included, daily math puzzles, classroom challenges and a culmination event, the recitation of pi!  Each 

homeroom was represented, and our winners were each able to recite pi to over 100 places.  Way to go Eagle mathematicians! 

As Spring Break coincided with Holy Week, our Eagles were attentive as they witnessed Fr. Dean preside over our Lord’s Passion 

via Teams on March 26. 



Upon our return to School, we celebrated Easter Mass with Fr. Dean, live in the building broadcasting from our beautiful chapel 

via Microsoft Teams.  Our students were very well behaved, and Fr. Dean stayed for locker break and visited with students 

during that time.  The students were very welcoming and happy to engage with Fr. Dean.  

 

April 15 was an exciting day.  The 9E class hosted a volleyball FLEX fundraiser with all proceeds going to the Food Bank and the 

Bissel Centre.  Thank you 9E. 

 

Upcoming: 

• Literacy Week:  April 19-23 

• May 6:  Residential Schools presentation for grade 7 and 9 students.   

• Mosaic and Chapel Blessing on May 20, tentative 

 

7. New Business 

1. Staff Appreciation – Stefania Valle 

a. Will have a modified version some time in June.  

b. Organizers will purchase gift cards for this year. 

c. Letter to be sent out soon requesting voluntary donations. 

2. Bylaws – Jason Street/Tracy Hawkins 

a. Our SAC Bylaws were last updated in 1986, we have been consulting with the Alberta School 

Councils Association to update the language of the Bylaws to be current and relative to present 

times.  

b. Please review and submit any comments, edits or changes to Kim and Tracy.  The bylaws 

will be discussed at the next AGM for approval. 
3. Parking – Jason Street 

a. St Rose is on the waiting list for a pilot project that researches & design parking solutions, to deal 

with the ongoing traffic congestion in front of the school at drop-off and pick-up times.  

b. Mr. Binassi has been watching traffic flow, and reports seeing an improvement since our last 

meeting. 

4. Grade 9 Farewell – Christine DeRose 

a. Date booked for June 4, 2021 

b. After much discussion, the group has decided to tentatively plan for the same type of celebration 

as last year and expand further if restrictions are eased. Last year, a drive by parade was 

arranged with certificates handed out. Father Dean was present and blessed vehicles/family’s as 

they took turns driving by. The front entrance was decorated with a backdrop for photos; 

families scheduled time slots to limit capacity in front of the school. 

c. Parents were asked to email Christine DeRose if they are interested in helping out with the 

planning committee. 

 

 

8. Next meeting Tuesday May 25, 2021 at 6:30pm.  

 

9. Adjournment motion made at 7:26pm by Stefania Valle, seconded by Christine DeRose. This portion of the meeting was 

adjourned at 7:27pm. 

  



 
St. Rose School Advisory Association Meeting Minutes 

Monday, April 19, 2021 

 
1. Call to Order by Tracy Hawkins at 7:27pm. 

 

2. Approval of Agenda Motioned by Stefania Valle, seconded by Christine DeRose. Approved. 

 

3. Treasurer’s Report 

 
 

4. Casino Update Casinos are still closed and we are uncertain of when our next Casino might be, possibility that there won’t be 

Casino revenue coming in for quite some time. 

 

5. Fundraising Committee  

➢ The idea to host a 50/50 raffle using Raffle Box was again brought forward. Jason Street explained how Raffle Box 

works, stating success of the raffle is strongly dependent on the efforts of the group to sell tickets. A 1-month sell 

period is recommended. There are no paper tickets, it is hosted online with an electronic draw. Anna Mercuri 

motioned we host a Raffle Box style 50/50 with a prize limit set to $5000. Catherine Malowany seconded this 

motion. Approved. Jason/Kim Street will set up the Raffle. 

➢ The idea of holding a bottle drive was raised; and use a company called ‘Skip the Depot’ who will pick up from your 

home. This idea was put on hold as the majority was interested in the online-only Raffle Box 50/50. 

➢ Parents were concerned that if we fundraised, we would need to come up with ideas and fundraising goals. Ideas 

included Shrove Tuesday, Grade 9 Farewell, Family BBQ, and anything else that Casino funds can not cover. Any 

new ideas on what we should fundraise for can be emailed to either Kim Street or Tracy Hawkins. 

 

6. Administration Funding Requests  

a. Motions  

i. Stefania Valle motioned to spend up to $625.00 from the general account to purchase craft supplies 

requested by Mrs. Haughian for a Rosary project. Parents felt it was important to include all grade 9 

classes for this project. Remily Brown seconded this motion. Approved. Christine DeRose has volunteered 

to help source material costs. 

ii. Stefania Valle motioned to approve $705.71 to be spent from the Casino account to purchase science 

equipment from Westlab.com requested by Ms. Just. Christine DeRose seconded this Motion. Approved 



iii. Stefania Valle motioned to spend up to $500.00 if needed from the general account to purchase staff 

appreciation gifts. Barb MacDonald seconded this motion. Approved. 

iv. Christine DeRose motioned to spend up to $300.00 if needed from the general account to be spent 

towards the Grade 9 farewell. Stefania Valle seconded this motion. Approved. 

 

7. Next meeting Tuesday May 25, 2021 following the School Council Meeting.  

 

8. Adjournment at 8:19 pm motioned by Christine DeRose, seconded by Amanda Tindill. 


