
   

School Message 

It has been said that people rise to the 
occasion. The beginning of this school year 
is no better example of people rising to 
meet a challenge in the best possible 
way.  As we began this school year a 
month ago there was a great deal of 
uncertainty. New safety protocols and 
procedures were untested and all of us 
were left with more questions than 
answers. However, starting a new school 
year in the midst of a pandemic has been 
both a challenging and humbling 
experience. The challenges are obvious: 
safety, establishing new procedures and 
being informed of the latest developments 
in the Division and in our province. The 
humbling part comes from our daily 
experiences. Even though your children’s 
smiles are covered by masks, their 
enthusiasm to be back at school whether in
-person or at-home is undeniable. They 
inspire us every day. The staff has had to 
adapt daily to new challenges, not the least 
of which is teaching to two different groups 
at once. They impress us every day. Lastly, 
our families have been so incredibly 
supportive. Your understanding, patience 
and the numerous positive and 
appreciative comments help us navigate a 
new reality every day. This Thanksgiving 
we can count among our blessings 
resiliency, adaptability and fortitude. God 
bless you! 
 

Yours in Catholic Education, 

Bruno Binassi   Ferdinand Filiplic 

Principal    Assistant Principal  

Looking Ahead: 

• ECSD Faith PD Day 

October 29—no 

classes in ECSD 

• Catholic Education 

Sunday—November 

1 

• Picture Retakes 

November 4 

• Remembrance Day 

Commemoration at 

10:45 a.m. in 

homerooms 

November 10 

• Remembrance Day 

Holiday November 

11 

• Winter Clothing 

Drive begins 

November 23 

• Parent-Teacher 

interviews 

November 26 
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Principal’s Message 

All of us have dealt with major changes in our lives over the last seven months. We have all 
had to regularly adjust to new “normals.” I use the term “normals” because it seems the 
guidelines and rules are constantly evolving causing us to rethink everything we do. This has 
been the reality of the 2020-2021 school year. What most of us would never have imagined 
eight months ago is happening on a daily basis. Hand sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, directional 
arrows and masks are the obvious changes. However, the routine and events we normally take 
for granted have also been impacted. Comparing this year to previous years could lead some 
to despair and lament the loss of what used to be. However, when faced with adversity our 
choices determine our outlook.  
 
This year has also been remarkably impressive. Here are only a few of reasons. At the end of 
last year the projected enrollment for the 2021-2021 school year was 433. It was uncertain as 
to what effect the pandemic would have on enrollment. News stories from other parts of the 
world reported students not returning to school. Families found alternative ways to educate 
their children. How did this impact St. Rose School? It didn’t! Our enrollment remained at 433. 
Before school started, the staff had to decide how we would educate our students. We commit-
ted ourselves to maintaining our school community. All registered students would be educated 
in-person or at-home by St. Rose teachers. We even decided to offer French and Spanish in-
struction when ECSD on-line guidelines only committed to instruction in six core subjects. 
School events have been impacted but not cancelled. Meet the Staff, Terry Fox Run and school 
celebrations have been impacted but not cancelled. Why? Because it is hard to tell junior high 
students to think critically and problem solve, if you are not going to do it yourself! The result 
has been frustrating and sometimes overwhelming as some of the simplest events have had to 
be re-envisioned; some events sadly cannot be permitted due to AHS restrictions. However, 
the majority of the school’s planned activities are proceeding with alternate formats and differ-
ent scheduling.  
 
Many people have inquired about the use of lockers. ECSD has revised its guidelines to permit 
lockers. However, it will take a week to reorganize the distribution of lockers. There will be 
some new guidelines as well. Students will be asked to limit the number of times they go to 
their lockers. The lockers alignment do not permit any physical distancing and will result in 
slower traffic flow in the hallways. Students will still be encouraged to bring only one binder to 
school and only the essentials they need.  
 
We will celebrate our namesake on October 1st with our fourth annual Student Faith Day. St. 
Rose’s feast day is August 23rd; however, the social justice legacy that she left behind can be 
celebrated whenever we help those in need. As is our usual tradition, we are collecting cereal 
in advance of Thanksgiving to share with our families in need and other families from ECSD 
schools. If you are able to support our cereal drive with a donation, it would be appreciated by 
many people.  
 
We are pleased to announce that another staff member will be joining our St. Rose Family sup-
porting students and families. Mrs. Jesica Ramler is a Family School Liaison Worker and will 
work with Mrs. Griffin. Mrs. Ramler brings a wealth of experience to this position and is very 
excited to be joining our school.  
 
Lastly, families will soon notice a beautiful addition to the front of the main entrance. The first 
part of the fourth and final part of the mosaic project will be installed in October. The fourth 
phase focuses on the last part of the Treaty Six Acknowledgement: “And now home to many 
peoples from around the world.” The mosaic will feature St. Rose of Lima and her garden. It 
will welcome families and visitors alike. The artist completed the mosaics in her studio as out-
side guests are not permitted in the school. However, the design is based on student artwork 
submitted last year. The second part of the mosaic project will be installed in the school chapel 
in spring and will also be inspired by our faith. Thank you to the St. Rose School Council for its 
generous funding for this project. 
 
On behalf of the staff, we wish our families an enjoyable and restful Thanksgiving.  
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School Year Opening Celebration 

Our School Year Opening Mass was held on September 10th at 

school through Microsoft Teams. Students celebrated in their hom-

erooms. This was a full Eucharistic celebration with the Eucharist 

being distributed according to Archdiocesan guidelines in home-

rooms. Thank you to Fr. Dean for being our celebrant.  

 

Terry Fox Run 

Terry Fox Runs throughout Canada had to be modified due to restrictions on 

large gatherings. This year’s theme of “Your Run, Your Way” resulted in stu-

dents participating through their homerooms. Students watched a video on 

Terry Fox’s life and legacy then did a ceremonial walk in our school field in sol-

idarity with Canadians who keep Terry Fox’s wish to continue the fight against 

cancer. Families can make financial donations at terryfox.org and select St. 

Rose School to show support for the students and their efforts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Mass 

We will be celebrating our Thanksgiving Mass on Thursday, October 1st at 

the end of our fourth annual student Faith Day. Fr. Dean will be our cele-

brant. It will be a wonderful way to conclude our special day. Families 

who are able to support our cereal drive to assist families in need both at 

St. Rose School and in other ECSD schools are asked to send cereal box-

es to school where they will be collected in their homerooms.  

 

School Council 

We have a very active and supportive School Council at St. Rose School. The first meeting will 

take place Monday, October 5th at 6:30 p.m. through Microsoft Teams. A link will be sent out 

for parents to join the meeting.                           

 

Bus Passes 

ETS bus passes for 2020-21 are $59.00 each which is subsidized by the school district. Bus 

passes will be available to students at the end of the previous month. If you are purchasing 

monthly bus passes, please note the following payment deadlines below.  

Note: Replacement ETS bus passes are $72.50 (full value).  

 

 

October 7 November 6 
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School Pictures 

Lifetouch will be taking individual pictures of the students on Wednes-

dayday, October 7th, beginning at 9:00 am. Students will have their 

pictures taken and will receive information regarding how to order 

prints on-line. Should you be unsatisfied with the photo proofs, retakes 

will be on Wednesday, November 4th. These pictures are foremost a record of childhood but 

they serve a very important purpose for the school yearbook as well. So many students look 

back fondly at yearbooks which record their time at St. Rose. Having a school picture is a right 

of passage each year but the memories are recorded forever.   

Lifetouch has set up fall studio days for students learning at-home. Please call 780 437 2431 
ext. 0 and speak to Chelsea to book your time. The dates are October 21st from 4:00  p.m.—
8:00 p.m. and October 22 and 23 from 12:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. Lifetouch is located at 18124—
102 Avenue.  

MADD Presentation 
Our annual MADD Canada presentation had to be re-

envisioned this year due to restrictions on large gath-

erings. Fortunately the school was able to reschedule 

the presentation to November 5th. Instead of gather-

ing in a large group in the gym, students will view the presentation in a Flex block in their 

homerooms. The video will reinforce a good message of responsibility and the seriousness of 

all forms of impaired driving. However, it can be very emotional when hearing the first-hand 

stories of those affected by impaired driving. The school understands some students may be 

more sensitive to this presentation than others for a variety of reasons. If you wish your child 

be exempt from the presentation, please contact the office prior to November 5th.   

 

School Fees  

The school thanks the many families who have contacted the office wishing to pay school fees. 

At this time ECSD has asked schools to delay posting school fees until the school year is well 

under way and the first transition date (November 10th) approaches. The school will be able to 

better adjust school fees for those students learning at-school and at-home and avoid refund-

ing families school fees as was the case last year.  
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Immunizations are an important part of maintaining your child’s health.  Your Alberta Health Ser-

vices (AHS) school nurse would like to remind all parents of school-aged children to check your 

child’s immunization records and ensure they are up to date with all recommended immunizations. 

The routine recommended schedule of vaccines for Alberta can be found at https://www.alberta.ca/

immunization-routine-schedule.aspx 

If you are new to Alberta OR if your child has been immunized at your doctor’s office or pharmacy, 

AHS Public Health may not have a record of your child’s immunizations.   

You can contact your local school nurse at 780-342-1234 (ext 3) to provide records of immunization 

or to book an immunization appointment.   

 

Health information is confidential and protected under the Health Information Act. 

For 24/7 nurse advice and general health information, call Health Link at 8-1-1. Or visit 
www.MyHealth.Alberta.ca or www.immunizealberta.ca for health information online  

 

St. Rose School’s Immunization Dates are March  10, 11, 12 

https://www.alberta.ca/immunization-routine-schedule.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/immunization-routine-schedule.aspx
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WED. THURS. FRIDAY SAT. 

 

 

 

 

  1 

Student Faith 

Day  

and Thanksgiving 

Celebration at 

11:00 a.m. 

2 

Day 1 

3 

4 

 

 

5 

Day 2 

 

6 

Day 3 

 

 

7 

Day 4 
 

 

 

8 

Day 5 

 

 

 

 

9 

Day 6 

 

10 

11 12 

Thanksgiving 

Day 

13 

Day 1 

14 

Day 2 

15 

Flex 

 

 

 

16 

Day 3 

 

17 

 

 

18 

 

 

 

19 

     Day 4 

 

       

 

20 

Day 5 

21 

Day 6 

 

22 

Day 1 

 

 

 

23 

Day 2 

 

24 

 

25 

 

26 

     Day 3 

 

27 

Day 4 

 

28 

Day 5 

 

29 

 

30 
Day 6 

31 

October 

ECSD Staff 

Faith Day  

No Classes 


