
   

                    Welcome 
 
On behalf of the staff of St. Rose School, 
we would like to take this opportunity to 
officially welcome you to the 2020-2021 
academic year.  The school’s reputation for 
academic excellence, impressive athletic 
achievements and its social justice 
initiatives is well known and we will strive 
to continue this proud tradition.  

For the upcoming school year, we will be 
welcoming 432 students and their families; 
an increase of 27 students from last year. 
This increase in enrollment is a wonderful 
validation of the school’s reputation.   

We know that this year will pose many 
challenges and require many changes to 
our school routine. It will be a year like no 
other. However, this new reality presents 
us with a choice. As the motivational 
speaker Hilary Hinton Ziglar said,  
 

“F-E-A-R: has two meanings:  

Forget Everything And Run  

or  

Face Everything And Rise.  

The choice is yours.”  

  

Yours in Catholic Education, 
 

Bruno Binassi             Ferdinand Filiplic 

Principal                           Assistant Principal  

Looking Ahead: 

• Student Faith Day 

October 1 

• Student Pictures 

October 7 

• Thanksgiving Day 

October 12 

• Division-wide Staff 

Faith Day October 

29 

• Picture Retakes 

November 4 

• First Quarter Ends 

November 9 

• Remembrance Day 

Service November 

10 

• Remembrance Day 

November 11—no 

school 
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Principal’s Message 

It has been a challenging start to the school year. Every school start has its challenges. This 

year they were compounded by the Minister of Education’s decision that students would return 

to classes. Ensuring the school was compliant with ECSD expectations, creating an entry plan 

for students and staff and managing the personal protective equipment were only some of the 

challenges. Perhaps the biggest challenge was the coordination of in-person and online learn-

ing; something that has never occurred at the junior high level in ECSD.  

The staff at St. Rose decided it would provide its students synchronous in-person and online 

learning. Whether a student is in-person or online, he or she will be taught by a St. Rose 

teacher according to the class schedules. So whether in-person or online, you are a part of our 

community. We believe it is important students remain connected to their home school, clas-

ses, classmates and teachers and that students in our Honours and Accelerated Programs con-

tinue in their programs of choice; this would not have been possible with the other proposed 

alternatives. Our decision will involve considerable adjustments to teacher routines and will 

evolve as the year progresses. Nevertheless, we believe this decision to be in the best interests 

of our students and families and will provide the necessary continuity throughout the year. The 

other alternatives the Division proposed may have involved homeroom classes being reconfig-

ured throughout the year at the pre-determined transition points with possible schedule chang-

es as well. The staff considered these possibilities to be disruptive to learning and continuity.  

It is important to note that ECSD has made further school opening requirements above the 

AHS guidelines such as restricting locker access at this time. Furthermore, St. Rose School is 

one of the larger junior highs in ECSD; our class sizes, less the students studying online, aver-

age in the mid-twenties. Maintaining the accepted two metre spacing around a student is not 

possible. We thank those families who have expressed support for our need to mask.  

The new school year also brings new staff. We unexpectedly had some staff changes over the 

summer. Two of our teachers, Mrs. Robson and Mrs. Boutette, were selected to be the lead 

teachers in Language Arts and Science respectively for the new junior high online learning op-

tion. I consider this to be a strong validation of the calibre of teaching offered at St. Rose 

School. We welcome Mrs. Haughian (Language Arts, Art and Film Studies) and Miss Just 

(Science and Foods) to our St. Rose family.  

We are pleased to announce that regardless of COVID-19, improvements to our school contin-

ue. We are very excited that the fourth phase of our mosaic project will begin shortly albeit 

with different expectation than in previous years. Two mosaics will be installed on the front ex-

terior of the main entrance and the other in our chapel. They will be inspired by our faith and 

represent the last part of the Treaty Six Acknowledgement, “And now home to many peoples 

from around the world.” Due to ECSD restrictions, student participation is limited to the design 

phase only.  

On Thursday October 1st, 2020, St. Rose Junior High will host its fourth annual Student Faith 

Development Day. The theme for our Faith Day is “God Calls Us Each By Name.” This theme 

has a wonderful connection to our school and namesake. With the support of parents and 

teachers, St. Rose students are encouraged to develop their God given talents and at the same 

time to answer God’s call to serve His people as St. Rose of Lima did.  
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Meet the Teacher 
The Meet the Teacher evening will be held on Thursday, September 10, at 7:00 p.m. The for-

mat of our Meet the Staff will need to be reworked. The purpose of this evening is to give the 

parents an opportunity to learn a little about the school. Unfortunately, meeting your child’s 

teachers is not possible at this time as our gathering would be well in excess of the AHS rec-

ommended guidelines.  We will be sharing a link through Microsoft Teams to our families to 

view our presentation. If there are specific educational matters parents wish to discuss, please 

contact the teacher or learning coaches, Mrs. Morgan-Manchuk or Mrs. Wheeler, directly to dis-

cuss them.  

School Council Meeting 

St Rose School has a very active and supportive School Council. When the first meeting is 

scheduled, parents will be notified of its details. 

 

Grade Seven Orientation 
Our grade sevens have settled in very well. On September 2nd the grade sevens had the entire 

school to themselves to learn about their new school. Homeroom teachers went through school 

procedures, answered questions about the school and instructed students on the safety proto-

cols put in place due to COVID-19. 

 

School Opening Mass 

We will be celebrating our School Year Opening Mass on Thursday, September 10th at 10:30 

a.m. at St. Rose School in our homerooms. Fr. Dean, Pastor at St. John the Evangelist Parish, 

will be our celebrant. The mass will be streamed from the School Chapel to our homerooms via 

Microsoft Teams. Students who are learning online will be able to view the mass on Microsoft 

Teams; the link will be shared with students through their religion Google Classrooms and  in 

an email next week to parents who wish to view it. 

 

It is with sadness we announce the passing of one of our students over the summer in a tragic 

accident. Zachary Garanis would have been in grade eight this year. The intention of our School 

Opening Mass will be for Zachary’s soul. We understand that some students may struggle with 

this news. If you believe your child needs support in dealing with this loss we encourage you to 

contact the school.  

 

Lunch 

St. Rose School would typically offer a daily hot lunch item. Unfortunately, ECSD guidelines 

have paused this practice. We are exploring the possibility of offering vitamin water and some 

limited treats in the future. Any items brought into the school will not be sold until the days af-

ter delivery to eliminate the possibility of COVID-19 spread.  

According to ECSD guidelines parents may not drop off lunches. Furthermore, the use of micro-

waves is also not permitted at this time.  
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Bus Passes 

ETS bus passes for 2020-2021 are $59.00 each which is subsidized by the school district. Bus 

passes will be available to students at the end of the previous month. If you are purchasing for 

September and October monthly bus passes, please note the following payment deadlines be-

low.  

 

 

   

Conditions of 2020-21 ETS Youth Monthly Pass 

The following conditions will be reflected on the back of the 2020-21 ETS Youth Monthly Pass 

Transferable 

• This pass is valid for regular bus and LRT service. 

• It is not valid on DATS or Special Event Bus Service unless ETS advertises otherwise. 

• Use of this pass is restricted to youth 17 years of age and under. 

• Proof of age must be provided to the Operator or authorized officer of ETS upon request. 

• The pass remains the property of ETS and must be surrendered upon request. 

• ETS does not replace lost or stolen passes. 

• The conduct of transit passengers is subject to Bylaw No. 8353. 

Note: Replacement ETS bus passes are $72.50 (full value).  

 

School Pictures 

Lifetouch will be taking individual pictures of the students on Wednes-

day, October 7, beginning at 9:00 am. Students will have their pictures 

taken and will receive the proofs later to take home. All picture orders 

will be done on-line. Should you be unsatisfied with the photos’ proofs, 

retakes will be on Wednesday, November 4th.  

 

Website  
Our school website has been updated to the new ECSD format. Over the next few weeks more 

information will be placed on the website.  

 

Parent PowerSchool 

Many parents have created their own PowerSchool account. It can be used to track attendance, 

marks and now make on-line payments. Several parents appreciated the payment option to 

pay school fees. Please set up an account if you do not already have one. PowerSchool for par-

ents is a quick and easy way to be informed and receive electronic report card as well. 

Remember: Once you create an account and change the username and password, the 

school has no record of it. If you require assistance after you have changed the login 

information, please select “Contact Us” to have the information reset. 

 

 

September 8 October 7 
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Closed Campus 

Please keep in mind that St. Rose is a closed campus. Students are expected to remain on 

school grounds throughout the day until dismissal. Students who are within walking distance of 

the school may go home for lunch. We ask these families to contact the office for information 

about the necessary paperwork to give permission.  

 

Yearbook  

Attention parents: 2019-2020 yearbooks have already arrived! They will be distributed to those 

students who purchased a yearbook last year in the next few week. Order your yearbooks for 

2020-2021 on PowerSchool for $32.00 as soon as possible. It should be a year like no other 

and a yearbook is a perfect way to capture the memories of this historic time in the world’s 

and school’s history. Students, especially graduating students, treasure their yearbooks for 

years.  

Creative and diligent students are needed for this year’s yearbook crew-- announcements for 

applications will be forthcoming. This is a yearlong commitment. If your child is interested in a 

photographer, writer, or editor position, he/she should stay tuned for announcements. 

 

School Hours of Operation 

In Edmonton Catholic School the instructional  week continues to be a four and a half day for-

mat. Please note that the school times have changed slightly from last year.  

 First bell..... 8:20 

 *Homeroom Bell..... 8:30 

 First block..... 8:35 

 Lunch..... 12:20 to 1:00 

 Registration..... 1:00  

             Dismissal….. 2:51 

Thursdays 

 Entry bell..... 8:20 

 *Homeroom Bell..... 8:30 

 First block..... 8:35 (Flex Thursdays first block 8:45) 

             Dismissal .... 12:11 

Office Hours 

 M. T. W. F...... 8:10 to 3:30 

        Early Thurs...... 8:10 to 1:00 

Dismissal will be at 12:11 p.m. on all Thursdays except for December 17th and March 25th 

when we will be in school for the full day and dismiss at 2:51 p.m. On Friday, December 18th 

and Friday, March 26th the dismissal will be at 12:11 p.m.  

*Students arriving after 8:30 a.m. are asked to go to the office (via the front doors 

for a late slip.  

 

Please see page seven for a complete listing of the class times.  
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Attendance and SWIFTK12 
As a reminder, when a student is absent from school, his or her parents/ guardians must call 

the school 780-483-2695 or email 8227PublicEmail@ecsd.net before 8:15 a.m. Please leave a 

detailed message on our school answering machine between the hours of 3:30 p.m. and 8:00 

a.m. with the following information:  

• Parent or guardian name 

• Child’s name and homeroom 

• Reason for the absence - Please note: we trust our parents to make student punctuali-

ty and attendance priorities. We ask a reason for the absence be given so we are able to 

track any absences due to illness. We are required to report to our local health clinic 

whenever the illness rate exceeds 10% of the student population. This will be more 

important than ever before during this school year as we monitor illnesses.  

 

Early Departures from School 
Parents are asked to contact the school to sign out their children.  

The school understands that it is sometimes necessary for parents and guardians to 

have someone else pick up their children during the school day. The school asks the 

parent or guardian to contact the school by phone to notify staff of this in advance 

of the intended departure time. We thank you for your diligence. 

 

Late Arrivals to School  
Students who come late to school after 8:30 a.m. must first go to the office to sign in 

prior to going to their lockers or classes.  

  

SWIFTK12 

An automated phoning system called SWIFTK12 is being used by Edmonton Catholic Schools to 

report student absences or lates. The system will call out twice (after 9:00 am and 1:00 pm). If 

your child is not at registration and no parent phone call has been received excusing the child, 

SWIFTK12 will call parents. Please make sure we have updated phone numbers for all parents/

guardians. If you receive a call, please follow the prompts given to acknowledge the call.  

If you hang up the phone without acknowledging the phone call or do not follow the 

prompt the system will continue to phone you.  

Email 

St. Rose is committed to trying to be a good steward of God’s creation. As a result we try to have 

as much electronic communication with our families as possible. It is important the school have 

updated emails and contact information for all families.    

 

ETS School Specials for the 2020-2021 school year. 

Edmonton Transit has updated the School Special numbering system. The majority of School 

Specials will now be an extension of the regular ETS route in neighborhoods. Our former #810 

school special is renamed 2S and the former #968 route has been renamed 30S.  Students 

need to plan their trip to and from school using Google maps, Transit app or the link below. 

More information from ETS is available on the second link. Bus pass payments can now be 

made on-line through your parent PowerSchool account. 

Http://etstripplanner.edmonton.ca/SchoolService.aspx.   
 
https://www.edmonton.ca/ets/ets-fall-service-changes.aspx 

Http://etstripplanner.edmonton.ca/SchoolService.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/ets/ets-fall-service-changes.aspx
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Class Times 2020-2021 
 Monday, Tuesday,  

Wednesday, Friday 

First Bell 8:20 

Homeroom 8:30—8:35 

Block 1 8:36—9:29 

Block 2 9:31—10:25 

Locker Break 10:25—10:30 

Block 3 10:30—11:24 

Block 4 11:26—12:20 

Lunch 12:20—1:00 

Block 5 1:00—1:55 

Block 6 1:57—2:51 

Regular Thursday 

First Bell 8:20 

Homeroom 8:30—8:35 

Block 1 8:35—9:09 

Block 2 9:11—9:45 

Locker Break 9:45—9:49 

Block 3 9:49—10:23 

Block 4 10:25—10:59 

Locker Break 10:59—11:03 

Block 5 11:03—11:36 

Block 6 11:38—12:11 

Flex Thursday 

First Bell 8:20 

Homeroom 8:30—8:45 

Block 1 8:47—9:53 

Block 2 9:56—11:02 

Block 3 11:05—12:11 

Important Dates for 2020-2021 
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Bishop Motiuk’s Letter 
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On-line Learning 

Our Division and specifically St. Rose teachers have made a commitment to educate their students whether 

they be in-person or on-line. As a result, teachers will be simultaneously instructing online students during 

the regularly scheduled classes. This includes the mandated core subjects (Health, Language Arts, Math, Reli-

gion, Science and Social Studies) but we are also excited to offer French* and Spanish*! Online students are 

expected to attend each of these subject classes as they appear on their class schedules. At this time these 

are the only online offerings.  

Students will be attending online classes using Microsoft Teams starting on Tuesday, September 8th. All ECSD 

students have access to this communication tool through myECSD. Attendance will be taken and students are 

expected to be online until otherwise told by their teachers. It should not be an expectation that teachers will 

continuously maintain communication throughout the lesson. Once the lesson is taught and classwork as-

signed, teachers may turn off their cameras and microphones. Microsoft Teams permits students who re-

quire further clarification or assistance to indicate this to their teachers. Students will be instructed how to 

do this. More guidelines from ECSD will be forthcoming.  

To prepare for online learning, you will need to ensure that your child has a device that can access Google 

Classroom and Microsoft Teams so that they can take part in their learning each week. Your child’s device 

must have a microphone and camera. 

Students attending online may be required to write summative (counting for marks) tests on Thursday after-

noon from 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. after the regular school day with appropriate safety measures in place and 

will be flexible depending on when staff are available to supervise. 

 

*Second Language online instruction will not permit interactive and communicative tasks. Students will be 

able to receive the essentials of grammar and vocabulary and can practice their communication skills to the 

best of their ability with at-home practice.  

 

Yours in Catholic Education, 

Bruno Binassi 

Principal 
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