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May 22, 2020 

St. Rose Junior High School, Parent Council Meeting 

 

 

Administration: Bruno Binassi (Principal) and Ferdinand Filiplic (Assistant-Principal) 

School Council Executive: Kim Street (Chair), Tracy Hawkins (Vice-Chair), Remily 
Brown (Treasurer) 

Parent Attendees:  Christine DeRose, Christin Bryant, Stefania Valle, Barb MacDonald, 
Leanne Blais, Candace Klein, Wendy Derosa  

1. Call to Order  Kim Street called meeting to order 10:32 a.m. 

2. Welcome 

3. Opening Prayer   Ferdinand Filiplic Treaty 6    Bruno Binassi 

4. Approval of Agenda for May 22, 2020 
Motioned: Tracey Hawkins; Seconded; Christine DeRose Approved 

5. Approval of Minutes from May 4, 2020  
Motioned: Remily Brown; Seconded: Tracey Hawkins; Approved 

6. Principal's Report Bruno Binassi 

School Fees for 2020-2021 and Faith Development Day October 2020 
 
Thank you for attending today's school council meeting. The Alberta Government has 
made some very specific guidelines regarding the school fee schedules for next year. All 
school councils are required to be notified of the possible fees. I am required to indicate 
the date when the fee schedule is brought forward to the school council. All fees have 
been set with the staff’s input. We met on two separate occasions and had several 
individual conversations to set the fees.  
 
Please know the school made a conscientious effort to reduce the amount of fees that are 
charged overall. We understand that there are some difficult financial circumstances out 
there for some families and we are flexible in how families might be able to pay fees in the 
future. You should know that St. Rose School’s families are exceptionally diligent in paying 
fees which is a great benefit to the school. 
 
We know many families are facing difficult financial situations now and will continue to do 
so in the future; schools are in no better financial condition. As I indicated in our previous 
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meeting St. Rose has taken several hits to its budget on more than one occasion and 
although in the past we tried to shield our families from increasing costs, the current 
economic climate and the reality in ECSD have created a financial reality that we are no 
longer able to defer. 
 
Please keep in mind as we look at the proposed fees the Alberta Government guidelines 
has stipulated that schools are only given one opportunity to indicate all potential charges 
that families could incur throughout the school year. This means that if an event or activity 
is not listed on the spreadsheet that I will be showing you, that activity or event could not 
proceed or it could proceed as long as the school pays the entire cost. The result is an 
extensive list of potential activities and events; most listed items will occur but every item 
is not applicable to all students except for the Supplemental Fee which I will explain 
momentarily. However if the schedule did not list all potential activities and events are not 
indicated there would be no possibility of them occurring during the next school year. The 
other point to keep in mind is that St. Rose School very often refunds families for various 
events and activities due to the fact that we were able to negotiate a better deal or that the 
actual cost was less than anticipated. We have no issue refunding money to parents. 
However the Alberta Government has also said that any listed activity or event cannot 
charge more than as indicated on this document. The result is that the school has 
intentionally overestimated on some activities and events that are prolonged or dependent 
on many different pricings being combined to create a final total. If the actual amount 
would be less than anticipated the school would refund families the difference.   
 
If we begin by looking at the Supplemental Fees, you will see that ECSD has capped the 
amount junior highs are able to charge for each student. The cap is set at $60 and you can 
see that we have several items under this category. Although most of the charges did not 
increase, two items, the Shrove Tuesday pancake breakfast and the Year-end Barbecue 
were increased as we are anticipating there to be increase food costs in the new school 
year. The fee for Student Union activities was also increased. We tried something new at 
St. Rose this year; A Numeracy Week was planned by the Math Department in March. 
Based on the success of Numeracy Week, each of the core subjects asked that they also 
be allowed to have a week set aside for their particular subjects to showcase learning 
within the subject areas. The result is that the supplemental fee did increase overall from 
last year to this year to cover the costs for three additional weeks.  
 
Regarding the Complementary/Option Class Fees, Mrs. Poles has been exceptionally 
diligent in helping us to come up with an accurate estimate of future fees knowing full well 
that in most cases the costs will increase from this year to next. However, we have tried to 
reduce option classes fees wherever possible. For example the cost of Art in grade 8 and 
9 was reduced by $7.00 and the cost of Recreation Leadership classes was reduced by 
$50. Most other classes such as Communication Technology and Computer Science 
remain unchanged from this year to the next year. However a couple of courses did have 
increases such as Foods due to the cost of food increasing and music as repairs to 
instruments is an ongoing and very expensive upkeep. 
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Regarding the fees for athletics, as a staff we have to factor in transportation, tournament 
fees and referee costs that we anticipate will increase next year. Once again this is a high 
estimate and we fully expect that we will refund families money at the end of each of the 
seasons. The costs also have to cover the maximum length of the season which includes 
the possibility of going to the City Finals. As always other costs such as athletic clothing 
are a family decision to make and are always listed as separate costs to the actual cost of 
being part of the athletic team. 
 
Most of the activities and field trips that are listed are on a cost-recovery basis. It is difficult 
to estimate what the actual cost will be as we do not have a full accounting of what 
transportation costs will be as well as individual facilities, rentals etc. You will notice that 
the cost for Flex seems to be excessively high.  The reason for this is that we would 
include all potential activities and field trips that a student could participate in as the 
maximum because as I mentioned earlier unless the event or activity is listed and 
approved on this spreadsheet it cannot be offered. Mrs. Poles did an aggregate total of the 
maximum amount fees that could have been incurred in Flex this year. This amount was 
$160.00 but most students did not participate in every activity and Flex session that 
charged a fee. The average amount a student paid for Flex activities and events was $43 
this year.  
 
Most of the remaining activities are subject-specific and normally involve music events. 
Most of these costs are in line with what was charged this year perhaps with a very slight 
increase to cover transportation costs. However there are two  events that are very difficult 
to predict and uncertain at this time. The Quebec trip and the Concert Band Trip are 
currently listed on the fee schedule however the likelihood of them proceeding in our 
current Covid-19 environment is not likely. Nevertheless we had to substantially increase 
the cost for both as airline costs and other related costs to transportation (chartered 
buses), insurance and food are anticipated to be increasing substantially over the next few 
months. 

Comments from Parents to Bruno`s Report 

 Kim commented on Grants – that CIP has been suspended due to COVID-19 and 
AFA (Alberta Foundation for Arts)  has been successfully submitted.  We should 
receive a response in September 2020. 

 Tracy commented on technology and if we should be preparing to replace what we 
currently have.  Kim will research available grants. 

 Assuming large group gatherings are permitted, parents, in theory, support the 
idea of a keynote speaker for Faith Development Day in October 2020.  The cost 
would be $750 but members did not make a motion as there was no Society 
Meeting. 

Grade 9 Farewell 
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Bruno reported that since our last meeting the staff was working on a few different ideas. 

 The School would get balloon decorations and parents would book a time to come 
for a photo in front of the School.  This would happen between 9 am to 4 pm.  This 
would give an opportunity for families  to have a photo keep sake.  If it rains, 
pictures can be taken in the front entrance of the school. 

 Virtual Mass with Father Dean in the school chapel and speeches will happen at 
5:00 pm 

 Between 6:00- 7:30 pm will be up to families to have their supper.  
 From 7:30-9:00 pm families can drive by the school where students will be given 

their certificates and a gift.  The school is waiting for confirmation from The City of 
Edmonton re: temporary NO Parking along the eastside of 145 Street. 

 Candace has decorations from last year`s Farewell if Bruno needs anything.  
 

7. Next Meeting   TBD 

8. Adjournment at 11:37 am 
Motioned: Tracy Hawkins, Seconded: Leanna Blais   

 

 


