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Monthly Learner Profile 

Our Learner Profile this month is Risk-Taker 

Risk-Takers approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought 

and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas, and strategies. They are 

brave and articulate in defending their beliefs (International Baccalaureate Organization, 

2017).  

How can parents help to develop students who are risk-takers?  

• First, be careful to explain to your child the difference between being a risk-taker by 

trying new things and building confidence, and not taking unnecessary risk by doing 

dangerous things. 

• If your child is feeling uneasy about trying something, encourage them to attempt it 

and then reflect on both whether they liked the activity and how it felt to try something 

new. 

• Set short-term goals that build confidence. What are realistic goals for the week? 

Your child might set a goal to: Offer an opinion in class, spend a recess with 

someone they might not usually play with, or try an item they haven’t tried before. 

• Ask “What’s the hard part?” to identify the challenge and brainstorm ways to fix it  

IB Evaluation-We Need YOU!  

It’s time to celebrate the incredible teaching and learning that has taken place at 
Annunciation over the last five years. On May 11-13, we will engage in our virtual IB 
evaluation visit. If you would like to engage in the conversation, please contact Ashley 
Jennings by April 20.  

IB Action on Social Media 

We encourage you to follow us on Twitter and Instagram to keep up to date with the 
engaging learning experiences happening at our site!  

Twitter: @AnnunciationECS                              Instagram: annunciationecsd 



Unit of Inquiry News 

Kindergarten-Where We Are in Place and Time 
The kindergarten students have been inquiring into, “Humans need shelter”. They have 
explored, researched, and have now begun to apply their understanding to create 
shelters using different materials. They have talked about materials that are easy to 
build with and materials that are more challenging. They have learned that blocks are 
easy to build with, but materials that are round or not square are very hard to use. They 

will continue to gain more knowledge about shelters in the coming weeks.  

     

      

 

 

 

 



Grade Six-Exhibition-Who We Are 
On Wednesday, March 9th, 2022, our grade six 
students hosted our virtual PYP Exhibition. In 
the final year of the IB Primary Years 
Programme, students in grade six conduct 
personal and group inquiries into an area of 
their choice. These student-initiated inquiries 
are the culmination of the student’s growth and 
learning during their time in elementary school. 
The inquiries should be transdisciplinary in 
nature, crossing all subject areas, and 

synthesizing the essential elements of the 
PYP. The students share the process and 
conclusion of their inquiries at a final 
exhibition, to which the wider school 
community is invited.  

 
Under the transdisciplinary theme of, 
“Who We Are”, each group developed 
their own central ideas and the following 
common lines of inquiry: Different 
strategies to cope with stress and 
anxiety; Impact of our actions and 
decisions; and Cultural perspectives. 
Some of the global issues explored dealing with coping with stress and anxiety were: 
art, sports, gaming, literature, music, physical activity.   

 
During the research phase, students reached out to and interviewed many individuals 
such as Mrs. Peterson, Mrs. Baclig, ELA consultant: Michael Paszek and an Art 
Therapist. Throughout their journey students became more knowledgeable as they 
developed their thinking and social skills. All of the groups plan to take action in relation 
to their global issue. Some of the examples included: donating books, creating 
bookmarks to be added to little libraries around the city, engaging the school community 
in an Apple Schools Challenge, writing and performing a song, creating posters about 
the benefits of gaming, creating advertisements for various sports, creating doodle and 
flip books and an origami tutorial. The students are motivated to continue to take action 

as they 
continue 
their own 
personal 
journey.  
 
 
 
 



Exhibition Action 

Many of our Exhibition groups have already begun taking action within their school and 
community. 
MUSIC – Yuan, Estella, Sabian and 
Shayla  
“For our action, our group decided to use 
the melody of the song ‘Count On Me’ by 
Bruno Mars, and remake the lyrics to our 
own, and all the lyrics are dedicated to 
ways of coping, mental health, and how 
we have each other's back.  
We chose to make a song because 
music helps us to cope with our stress 
and relax and we wanted to share that with others.” 

 
FINE ARTS – Tyler and Travis  
“For our action, we wanted to do a tutorial 
video because me and my group member 
Travis do origami most of the time because 
it can help us relieve stress and help our 
mental well-being calm down. So, we 
decided to teach the school how to do 
origami ranging from 3 different levels, 
easy, medium, and challenging and the 
reason that we want to teach the different 
grades is because if they have never heard 
of origami, we can teach them how to do it 
and maybe they can tell their relatives and family about it and what they have learned to 
make. Also, if the different grades need some time to calm down, they can do origami to 
also help them calm down their mind.” 

 
LITERATURE – Sean, Harmony, 
Jaiden and Phera 
“For our action, we are planning to 
make some fun educational bookmarks 
with fun facts about mental health and 
literature on them. We will put the 
bookmarks in the books donated by the 
grade 6A literature group. We will also 
put bookmarks in books in Little 
Libraries around Edmonton.”  

 



PHYSICAL ACTIVITY – Carina, Reese, Rolen 
and Tyrese 
“For our action my group and I decided to do 
Apple School Champions and a 5-minute warm 
up for all classes. Apple School Champions is 
where my group and I are going to go to all of 
the B classes to ask them what they have in 
their lunch. The 2 classes with the most fruits 
and vegetables, a healthy snack/healthy lunch, 
and no junk food, will get a treat such as granola 
bars. For our second action, we created a 5-
minute warm up for all classes. The warmup is 
12 pushups, 12 sit ups and 12 squats.” 
 
Literature – Marina, Mika, Talitha, John “Our 
Literacy group collected gently used books 
to be donated to St. Francis of Assisi 
School.  They were so thrilled to see how 
their Annunciation community came 
together to fill 12 boxes in total! Marina, 
Mika, John, and Talitha were so proud to 
send their collections off to bring a smile to 
the faces of St. Francis of Assisi School!”    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grade One- How the World Works 

Central Idea: Traditions connect people to their past, present and future.  
At the beginning of our unit, Baba Jennings (Mrs. Jennings dressed up) came to visit our 
classroom to share some cultural artifacts from her Ukrainian culture 
 



        

 

Following this visit students created their personal I wonder questions that focused on 
the lines of inquiry, family traditions and how they have changed, ways families change 
over time, and ways traditions compare throughout the world. Some of their wonders 
were:  

• What is my culture?  
• How did my grandparents celebrate birthdays?  
• How did Grandma celebrate Christmas in the Philippines?  
• Is there a special celebration in Mexico?  
• What do Ukrainian people do at Christmas?  
• How do they celebrate Christmas in India?  

  



  

Students then went around the room in groups to add their initial thoughts about the 
following key concepts: culture, tradition, family, and change.   

  

 
 
 
Students then completed their own family interviews and presented them in front of the 
classroom. We were amazed to see the diversity that made up our very own classroom. 
Students were eager to ask their peers questions and have already deepened their 
multicultural knowledge.   

 

 


