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Newsletter ~ April 2021 
Administrators’ Message  
This month, we look forward to the greatest 
celebration of the Christian Church, the feast of the 
resurrection…Easter. What Sunday is to the week, 
Easter Sunday is to the liturgical year. The 
resurrection is the reason for our faith and hope. 
Through the resurrection of Jesus, we know that 
one day we too, will rise, body and spirit, from the 
dead. As we witness the signs of new life through 
the Spring Season, we celebrate our own new life 
and new beginning through the Easter Season.  

We would like to thank all parents who participated in our Student-led 
Conferences in March. Your participation as parents reaffirms to your 
children the value that you place on their education. Thank you for your 
partnership and for your ongoing support.  

On Wednesday, April 28PPPP we celebrate Administrative Professionals’ Day. 
We sincerely thank all our support staff for the work they do in supporting 
our students, staff and families. We especially thank our administrative 
assistants, Mrs. Jingling and Mrs. Biju, for the work they do to support 
students, parents and staff at Annunciation School. They are the people 
who greet you in the office, answer your calls, take care of children who are 
sick or injured, take care of all student files/registrations/documents, 
reconcile all money, book transportation, ensure PowerSchool information 
is accurate and accessible, run our library, pass on information from you to 
students and teachers and so, so much more. They are incredible and we 
thank them for all they do! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       PJennifer De Stefanis-Dimas                          Crystal Jones  

    Principal                         Assistant Principal 
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Grade 6 PYP Exhibition 2021 
On Wednesday, March 17, 2021, our grade six students hosted our virtual 
PYP Exhibition. In the final year of the IB Primary Years Programme, 
students in grade six conduct personal and group inquiries into an area of 
their choice. These student-initiated inquiries are the culmination of the 
student’s growth and learning during their time in elementary school. The 
inquiries should be transdisciplinary in nature, crossing all subject areas, 
and synthesising the essential elements of the PYP. The students share the process and conclusion 
of their inquiries at a final exhibition, to which the wider school community is invited.  

Under the transdisciplinary theme of, “How We Express 
Ourselves”, the students developed the central idea “People 
express their perspectives about worldwide issues to raise 
public awareness”. They inquired into ways we can take 
action to help prevent worldwide issues, different 
perspectives on the issue and worldwide issues can be 
expressed through art. Some of the global issues explored: 
viruses, poverty, pollution, homelessness, and racism.  

During the research phase, students reached out to and 
interviewed many individuals such as MLA Lorne Dach, 
Jesse Thistle, Constable Stang and Constable Zylstra from the West Division Police Station, parents, 
extended family and staff members. Throughout their journey students became more knowledgeable 
as they developed their thinking and social skills. All of the groups plan to take action in relation to 
their global issue. Some of the examples included: donating items to the Edmonton food bank, raising 
awareness of how to prevent discrimination, tips for reducing pollution, a story book on COVID-19, 
and a school yard clean-up. The students are motivated to continue to take action as they continue 
their own personal journey. 
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Exhibition ACTION 

Many of our Exhibition groups have already begun taking action within their school and community. 

 

POVERTY – Alexis, Melat, Ruben and 
Ehndrei 

“For Exhibition this year, we are looking at 
how 'people express their perspectives 
about worldwide issues to raise public 
awareness'.  The worldwide issue we are 
focusing on is Poverty.  Something that 
stuck out to our group is that a lot of people 
in our city do not have access to food.  It is 
our hope that we could make a difference by 
donating non-perishable canned items to the 
Food Bank.”  

 

 

 

VIRUSES: COVID-19 – Emmerich, Saivien, Lindzie 
and Sam 

“For our action, we decided to create a storybook that 
could be shared with all the classes in our school.  Our 
book focuses on different ways we can keep safe 
during the pandemic.” 
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POLLUTION – Santiago, Maxene, Wyatt and Kryzhel 

“For our action, we decided to create posters with tips for 
reducing pollution.  We placed these posters throughout 
the hallways so that we could share our ideas with our 
entire school community.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIRUSES: COVID-19 – Aria, Chesca, Liam and Tommy 

One of our online groups decided to take action by creating posters to share with their home 
community.  These posters had helpful tips and reminders on how to protect yourself from COVID-19.  
This was a great example of how our students can take action at home!  
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Hours for 2021-2022  
Our hours of operation will change only slightly for the upcoming school 
year. The first bell will ring at 8:24 am, with announcements and instruction 
beginning at 8:30 am.  Dismissal at the end of the day will be at 3:05 pm. 
On Thursdays, students will be dismissed at 12:02 pm.  Before major 
holidays, we will again flip our Thursday and Friday schedules, with 
Thursday being a full day and Friday being the early dismissal day so that 
students have an earlier start to the holiday.  Lunch hour will be from 12:00 
– 12:45 pm. 
U33T 

School Supply Pre-order Packages 
Annunciation School will once again be offering the opportunity for parents to pre-order school 
supplies through School Start for the upcoming school year.  We are currently in the process of 
confirming our supply lists. Information on how to place orders will be available in May. 

 

Spring Break:  March 29 - April 5 
Spring Break this year is from March 29 – April 5.  Students will return back to school after 
Easter Monday on Tuesday, April 6. 
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School Council 
Parents are always welcome to join us for our School Council meetings.  Our most recent meeting 
was held virtually on Wednesday, February 24 at 6:30 pm.  We invite you to attend our next 
meeting which will be held on Wednesday, April 21 at 6:30 pm.  School Council meeting minutes 
can be found on our school website.  Please email 8001ecsd@ecsd.net to confirm your attendance 
so you may be added to the Microsoft Teams meeting group. 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our bottle drives.  Our next bottle drive will be on Friday, 
April 30. 
 
PP 
PPTransportation of Additional Articles on the School Bus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following guidelines have been established to ensure that the District is meeting the provincial 
safety requirements set out in the Alberta Transportation School Bus Operator's Manual.  The manual 
can be viewed at 

http://www .transportation.alberta.ca/content/docType45/Production/schoolbusopmanual.pdf 

Guidelines: 

1. Passengers must not bring additional articles on board the bus if they cannot be stored safely. 

2. Safely storing an item means that the item must be in a closed bag and placed on the child's lap or 
between their legs on the floor of the school bus. 

3. No items larger than a backpack will be allowed on the school bus. 

4. Items cannot block aisles or emergency exits. 

5. When larger items are required by a student for purposes at the school, it will  be the responsibility 
of the parent to transport the item to and from school. 

6. It is the parent responsibility to ensure their child's item will be acceptable to the driver for 
transporting. 
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Transportation - Yes Transportation - No 
Musical  instruments   in  a   bag  (clarinet,  
flute, 

 

Musical instruments larger than a clarinet 
(guitar) 

Skates in a sealed backpack or bag Hockey Equipment - Sticks, padding or 
hockey bags 

Skateboards in a sealed backpack or bag Toboggans, sleds, crazy carpets or saucers 

Balls in a sealed backpack or bag Loose items: Balls (soccer, basketball, 
volleyball) 

Student projects that can be held in the 
students lap (dioramas, poster projects 
rolled up) 

Skis, snowboards, poles or boots 

 
PPPPPPMoving? Please Let Us Know 
Spring really seems to be a time when families move to new homes.  If you are moving out of our 
school community, please let us know so that we can have an accurate registration count for the fall 
and can staff our classes accordingly.  As well, it is important that we have up-to-date contact 
information in the school office, so if you have a change of address or telephone number, please let 
us know.  Thank you! 

 

Registrations for 2021 – 2022 
Registrations for the 2021-2022 school year are well 
underway and we have already welcomed a number of 
new families to the Annunciation School Community.   

If you know of families who wish to register at 
Annunciation next year, please urge them to do so quickly.  
Please have them call the school office at 780-484-4319 
for more information.  Thank you very much for spreading 
the good news about Annunciation School! 

 

Capital City Clean-Up 
This year, Annunciation students will once again take action by 
participating in the City of Edmonton’s Capital City Clean-Up “School 
Yard Clean-Up” initiative. This event promotes responsible stewardship 
and care for the environment while teaching students how important it is 
that everyone do their part to keep our city and our school yard looking 
great. Schools that have the tidiest school yards are eligible to win 
prizes. We will begin cleaning up our school yard as soon as the fields are dry. We hope that 
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Annunciation School will be a winner this year! 

 
 

Music Monday ~ May 3  
We are excited to announce that our 6th annual Music Monday is happening on Monday May 3, 
2021. Hundreds of thousands of children, youth, teachers, parents and community members across 
Canada will join #TogetherInHarmony for Music Monday. This year’s theme song is “Hymn to 
Freedom” by Oscar Peterson. We will be celebrating the importance of learning and making music for 
children and youth in Canada. Our students are preparing to perform songs about peace, freedom 
and happiness. During these uncertain times, we are not sure if the performance will be virtual or in 
the gym. We will update you as soon as we have some more information. Please go to 
https://coalitioncanada.ca/musicmonday/en/ for more information about the National Day of 
celebrating music and to see our school on the virtual map!  
 

 
 

Young People are Vulnerable to Identity Theft 
March was Fraud Prevention month in Alberta, and throughout the month the Edmonton Police 
Service worked in collaboration with community partners and hosted a number of fraud prevention 
initiatives.  The main focus of this year’s campaign was to remind people about the importance of 
protecting their privacy to prevent becoming a victim of identity theft, including taking responsibility for 
their ‘digital footprint’ (i.e., the traces of information we leave behind through our emails, online 
activities, etc.).   

Young people are the most vulnerable targets of identity thieves online, as this type of crime can be 
undetected for a long period of time. Students are reminded to never provide any personal 
information over any websites, social media groups, and SMS messages or by email to unknown 
parties. Always use safe passwords to access mobile phones, school accounts, home computers, 
bank accounts and social websites.  

Strong passwords that are changed on a regular basis can help prevent wrongdoers from gaining 
access to personal devices and prevent them from committing crimes like theft, fraud or even cyber 
bullying. 

Tips for selecting new passwords: 

1. Use a difficult password; easy-to-remember yet difficult to guess. 

2. Use a 8-14 characters mixed of upper and lower case letters, numbers and special characters. 

3. Use different passwords for every websites and device. 

4. Try to use a phrase, a song, or a poem rather than things like an address, name of friend or pet. 

5. Change website passwords for any accounts which contain personal information (i.e. Birth date) at 
least every two months. 
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6. Do not access websites that require personal passwords or personally identifiable information on 
free public Wi-Fi networks. 

7. Memorize passwords or store in a locked safe, do not share, write or store any passwords 
anywhere on your phone or computer.  

For more information, please contact Nadine.swist@edmontonpolice.ca  

 
Grade 5 Studying Famous Artists 
Compositions of Van Gogh's Famous Sunflowers and Starry Night. 
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Grade 4/5 Online Homeroom 
Many students participated in Winter Walk Day Including Aziel, out for a walk  
in Patricia Ravine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Toby and his siblings, proudly wearing their Annunciation shirts to support Pink Shirt Day. 
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In honour of Black History Month, the 4/5 students learned about important black Canadians, such as 
John Ware and Viola Desmond.  They expressed their learning through poetry. 
 
Very hard time because I didn’t get to be treated like white people 
In the theatre I refused to get out of my seat and I was taken to jail. 
Overnight I sat straight with open eyes all night long 
Later I was taken to court and I was fined $26 and $6 was given to the theatre 
After I died, in 2018 I was put on the ten dollar bill because of civil rights. 
~By Angela 

Annunciation All-Stars Reading Program 
Our monthly draw for our Annunciation All-Stars was held on March 24 and and we are pleased to 
congratulate our lucky winners who received a new book of their choice to keep! 

• Kindergarten:  Jaelyn and Mikayla  
• Grade One:  Anna and Kayla Jade 
• Grade Two:  Sky and Vriella 
• Grade Three:  Cassey and Anna 
• Grade Four:  Craig 
• Grade four/Five:  Kim 
• Grade Five:  Jaiden  
• Grade Six:  Celestine and Elizabeth 
 

Thank you to Mrs. Jennings for coordinating our Annunciation All-Stars Reading Program, and thank 
you to our parents for encouraging their children to read and participate! 

 
 

IB News 

PPPPIB Learner Profile – RISK-TAKER 
In April, we will be focusing on the learner profile attribute of being a risk-taker. 

Risk-takers approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and 
forethought and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and 

strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs. 
How can parents help to develop learners who are risk-takers at home? 

• First of all, be careful to explain to your child the difference between being a risk-taker by trying 
new things and building confidence, and not taking unnecessary risk by doing dangerous 
things. 

• If your child is feeling uneasy about trying something, encourage them to attempt it and then 
reflect on both whether they liked the activity and how it felt to try something new. 

• Your child might want to set some short-term goals. Consider activities that make him/her 
nervous. What are realistic goals for the week? Your child might set a goal to: Offer an opinion 
in class, spend a recess with someone they might not usually play with, order something 
different from a menu, or try an activity they haven’t tried before. 
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As always, we welcome questions about the IB programme in our school.  Ashley Jennings is the 
coordinator for our Primary Years Programme (PYP).  She can be reached at 484-4319 or at 
Ashley.Jennings@ecsd.net 

 

IB Learner Profile Attribute Certificates 
The IB learner profile is the IB mission statement translated into a set of learning outcomes for the 
21P

st
P Century.  These values infuse all elements of the Primary Years Programme (PYP) and serve to 

inspire, motivate and focus the work of the students and teachers, uniting them in a common 
purpose. 

There are 10 learner profile attributes, and our school focuses on one each month.  For the month of 
February, our focus was on the learner profile attribute of being OPEN-MINDED.  Students are asked 
to reflect on their growth of each learner profile attribute monthly, once at the beginning on the month, 
and a second time at the end of the month.  To recognize students for their efforts and growth, the 
teacher selects students to receive a certificate.  Below is a list of our award recipients for the month 
of March: 

 
42T

March – Open-minded 
Learner Profile Attribute 

Certificate Recipients 

KA  Elise KB  Matteo 

1A   Kiara 1B  Georgina 

2A  Abigail and Ondre'dean  

 

2B  Kelvin and Jireh 

3A   Ava and Reyona 3B  Dixie and Louisse 

4  Rainejewelle, Jocelyn, Storm, Derek 
and Tristan S. 

4/5   Toby, Aaliyah and Ahmet  

5  Veronika and Mia  

6A   Sophie, Angelica and Kryzhel 6B   Melat, Misa and Saivien 
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“Today the Church’s proclamation echoes throughout the world: “Jesus Christ is risen!” – “He is truly risen!”. 
Like a new flame this Good News springs up in the night: the night of a world already faced with epochal 
challenges and now oppressed by a pandemic severely testing our whole human family. In this night, the 

Church’s voice rings out: “Christ, my hope, has arisen!” 
 (Pope Francis, Urbi et Orbi message, 04/12/20) 

  
 

A year ago, Pope Francis gave an Easter address and blessing that still resonates very deeply with our global 
circumstance today.  He spoke of the impact of the pandemic on our lives and issued a call to us to work 
together, to shed our indifference, and to let the triumph of Christ in his glory shine through in our hearts and 
our lives.  We are an Easter people, and we will work together to bring living witness to our faith with hope 
and joy! 
 
On March 24, our Board of Trustees passed our 2022-2025 Capital Plan.  This plan identifies the Division’s 
highest priority school facility requirements for the forthcoming three-year period. For each year of the plan, 
projects are listed in order of priority. This plan will be submitted to Alberta Education so that they are aware 
of our needs when they are deciding on building schools across the province.  You can view our Capital Plan by 
visiting www.ecsd.net or by clicking here. 
 
We are pleased to announce that Edmonton Catholic Schools will be consolidating all of its departments, with 
the exception of Facility Services, to one central location! We want to ensure that we can maximize funding to 
our schools and classrooms rather than supporting old and inefficient infrastructure. We are fulfilling a 
commitment to find operational efficiencies and financial savings for the entire Division.  ECSD has purchased 
the building known as the 50th Street Atria (9405 – 50 Street), and this will bring together more than 300 
Division employees under one roof, reducing our administrative physical footprint by 12 per cent.  The 
purchase, which uses only Capital Reserves, will see us saving over a million dollars a year in operations and 
maintenance.  We will also be selling the 5 administrative buildings that are currently being used to bolster the 
Capital Reserves.  Click here to learn more about this innovative project. 
  
Thank you to all our families for sharing your learning intentions for the 2021-2022 school year.  We are 
approaching the fall with the hope that we will be out of the grip of the pandemic and families will be 
comfortable with in-person learning.  We are pleased to share that over 97% of our families have indicated 
that they plan to return to in-person learning in September. 
 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/urbi/documents/papa-francesco_20200412_urbi-et-orbi-pasqua.html
http://www.ecsd.net/
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1510/three-year-capital-plan
https://www.ecsd.net/page/15972/new-lumen-christi-catholic-education-centre
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In the fall of 2020, ECSD hired an independent research team to evaluate our School Resource Officer (SRO) 
program in order to identify its strengths and to make recommendations on its areas for growth.  The team is 
composed of 3 researchers from the University of Alberta, University of Toronto, and Carleton University. This 
year long study will explore how the current SRO Program impacts various areas of interest such as school 
safety, student engagement, crime, diversion from the justice system and diversion from Child and Family 
Service involvement.  It will also explore the experience of students, parents, staff, and officers through a 
mixed methods approach.  Families in schools that have an SRO will receive more information directly from 
the Division about participation in the study in the upcoming months. 
 
Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, last fall. This 
month, our Division Chaplain Father Julian Bilyj writes about chapter 7, Paths of Renewed Encounter, and 
chapter 8, Religions at the Service of Fraternity in our World. The article is included as an accompaniment to 
this newsletter. 
 
Since this month marks the final installment of our Fratelli Tutti  
journey, I will leave you with one of the prayers that Pope Francis shares in the encyclical: 
  

A Prayer to the Creator 
Lord, Father of our human family, 
you created all human beings equal in dignity: 
pour forth into our hearts a fraternal spirit 
and inspire in us a dream of renewed encounter, 
dialogue, justice and peace. 
Move us to create healthier societies 
and a more dignified world, 
a world without hunger, poverty, violence and war. 
May our hearts be open 
to all the peoples and nations of the earth. 
May we recognize the goodness and beauty 
that you have sown in each of us, 
and thus forge bonds of unity, common projects, 
and shared dreams. 
Amen. 
 
 
Have a joyous Easter season! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
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Easter, A Time of Hope 
 
Christ is Risen!   Truly, He is Risen! 
 

Today, we celebrate the glorious feast of the Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 Today, we sing a hymn of victory, for in our Lord’s Passover from death to life, Christ 
our God has brought us from earth to heaven. 
 Truly, “this is the day that the Lord has made; let us exalt and rejoice in it!” 
 On that first Easter morning, Mary Magdalene and the other myrhh-bearing women went 
to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus, which had been taken down from the cross and laid in a 
new tomb. When they arrive, an angel greets them saying, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are 
looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Go 
quickly and tell his disciples. So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell 
his disciples” (Matthew 28: 5-8). 
 As Christians we are above all people of hope. 
 The message of Easter is the message of hope. Jesus comes into the world as one of us to 
tell us of God’s love and to invite us to follow him. In Jesus’ death and resurrection, he offers us 
the hope of a new life, eternal life, in communion with God as God had intended when he first 
created us. 
 Pope Francis, in his latest book, “Let Us Dream, the Path to a Better Future,” sees hope 
as one of the lessons learned coming out of the pandemic. He writes, “To come out of this crisis 
better, we have to see clearly, choose well, and act right. Let’s talk about how. Let us dare to 
dream.” 
 Crisis comes from the Ancient Greek κρίσις (krísis). [Remember My Big Fat Greek 
Wedding?  Give me a word, any word, and I will show you that the root of that word is Greek!]. 
Crisis means decisive moment, a turning point. Crisis does not just mean that the world is 
coming to an end and I don’t know what to do. Rather, crisis also has the meaning in the sense of 
opportunity, a crossroad, with a choice on which road shall we travel next. 
 Pope Francis offers a path to a better future. He sees hope coming out of the crisis of the 
pandemic. Amongst the inspiring words coming out of his book “Let Us Dream,” the Holy 
Father writes:   
 

We must redesign the economy so that it can offer every person access to a 
dignified existence while protecting and regenerating the natural world.  

What is the greatest fruit of a personal crisis? I’d say patience, sprinkled with a 
healthy sense of humour, which allows us to endure and make space for change to 
happen. 



When I speak of change I mean that those people who are now on the edges 
become the means of changing society. 

We do not possess the truth so much as the truth possesses us, constantly 
attracting us by means of beauty and goodness. 

Sin is a rejection of the limits that love requires. 
Our greatest power is not in the respect that others have for us, but the service we 

can offer others. 
 
 Jesus’ resurrection from the dead offers us new hope. But it also offers us a choice. We 
can return to our old sinful ways where me, myself and I are my closest and only friends, or we 
can see the world through new eyes, see creation and each other the way God sees us, with love 
and mercy. Let us dare to dream of a better future! 
 
Easter is truly a time of hope! 
 
Christ is Risen!   Truly, He is Risen! 
 
Bishop David 



Fratelli Tutti - Summary of Chapters 7 and 8 
In his encyclical Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis reminds us all that it is not enough just to engage in 
encounter. We have to face the reality of the injuries of past mis-encounters, and so we have to establish 
and walk the paths of re-encounter (Ch. 7). We need to heal the wounds, which requires seeking and 
offering forgiveness. To forgive is not to forget. We need to be daring and start from the truth—the 
recognition of historical truth—which is the inseparable companion of justice and mercy. All this is 
indispensable for advancing towards peace. Conflict is inevitable on the road to peace, but violence is 
inadmissible. That is why war is a recourse that must be rejected, and the death penalty a practice that 
must be eliminated. 

 



The different religions of the world recognize human beings as God's creatures. As creatures, we are in a 
relationship of fraternity. The religions are called to the service of fraternity in the world (Ch. 8). In 
dialogue and with hearts open to the world, we can establish social friendship and fraternity. In our 
openness to the Father of all, we recognize our universal condition as brothers and sisters. For 
Christians, the wellspring of human dignity and fraternity is in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and that is 
what inspires our actions and commitments. This path of fraternity also has a Mother called Mary. Faced 
with those injured by the shadows of a closed world and still lying by the roadside, we are invited by 
Pope Francis to make our own the world's desire for fraternity, starting with the recognition that we are 
“Fratelli tutti”, brothers and sisters all. 

 
Resource: https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/fratelli-tutti/risorse/infografiche.html 
Submitted by Fr. Julian Bilyj, ECSD Chaplain 

https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/fratelli-tutti/risorse/infografiche.html
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