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Newsletter ~ March 2021 
Administrators’ Message  
Lent is a time for spiritual reflection and 
renewal.  As we continue our Lenten Journey, 
we notice the days getting a little longer and 
the weather getting a little warmer.  We know 
that spring and Easter are just around the 
corner! 

It is hard to believe that we are finishing our 3rd quarter term and 
will be heading into the 4th and final term of the school year.  
Student-led Conferences will take place on March 24.   Together 
with our students, we will work very hard in the next few weeks 
and then enjoy a well-deserved Spring Break at the end of the 
month.  We would like to remind parents that Thursday, March 25 
will be a full day of classes and we will dismiss at 12:04 pm on 
March 26 for Spring Break.    

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

    Jennifer De Stefanis-Dimas          Crystal Jones               

                                                      Principal                           Assistant Principal 
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Feast of the Annunciation ~ March 25 
The Feast of the Annunciation is the reason why we celebrate Christmas 9 months later on 
December 25.  

We celebrate with joy the Feast of the Annunciation on March 25, when the Archangel Gabriel 
came to the Most Blessed Virgin and promised that she would bear a son. This feast 
commemorates the most marvelous moment in history, in which the second divine Person 
assumed human nature in the womb of His Mother.   Through His mother He is a member of the 
human race. The Redeemer did not arrive in the usual way: the power of the Holy Spirit entered 
the chaste womb of the Virgin, forming the humanity of Christ.  The consent of Mary was 
essential to the redemption.  This does not mean that God in His plans was bound by the will of 
a woman, and that man would not have been redeemed, if Mary had not consented. It only 
means that Mary’s consent was foreseen from all eternity, and therefore was regarded as 
essential into the design of God. 

This is such a momentous occasion that services of the feast of the Annunciation are taken 
even if it should fall on Palm Sunday, Great Friday, or on the feast of the 
Resurrection.  Because Mary is the meeting place of heaven and earth, the Annunciation icon is 
always placed on the royal doors. 
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Grade 6 Exhibition ~ Wednesday, March 17 @ 6:30 pm 
Our Grade 6 students have been working very hard over the past few months on their Exhibition 
project which is a culminating collaborative project that marks the end of their time in the IB 
Primary Years Programme.  They have been The Exhibition project allows students to really 
demonstrate all of the knowledge and skills that they have acquired in their time in the PYP and 
also allows them to take action in a significant way.  The entire school community is invited to 
attend our Virtual Exhibition Evening where our students will be presenting their journey through 
the Exhibition and what action they have taken in the community as a result. The students will 
showcase their inquiry project through Google Sites Please visit our site at: 
https://sites.google.com/ecsd.net/annunciation-pyp-exhibition-20/home .  As guests, you will be 
amazed to see all of the work that our grade six students have been doing throughout this 
process.  It’s definitely going to be a fantastic event!  
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2021 – 2022 New Registrations 
We are currently accepting registrations for new students 
for the 2021-2022 school year for all grades. To register for 
Kindergarten, children must be 5 years of age on or before 
December 31, 2021.  We, once again, are projecting two 
full-day kindergarten classes.  If you know of anyone who is 

planning to register their child for Kindergarten or any other grade, please have them call the 
school office at 780-484-4319 for more information or go to our website to register. 

We know that our best form of advertising is your sharing of the good things that are happening 
at Annunciation.  We thank you for passing on this information to any parents you know who 
may be considering our school for the fall.  Thank you for spreading the good news! 
 

School Council 
Parents are always welcome to join us for our School Council meetings.  Our most recent 
meeting was held virtually on Wednesday, February 24 at 6:30 pm.  We invite you to attend 
our next meeting which will be held on Wednesday, April 21 at 6:30 pm.  School Council 
meeting minutes can be found on our school website.  Please email 8001ecsd@ecsd.net to 
confirm your attendance so you may be added to the Microsoft Teams meeting group. 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our most recent bottle drive.  The bottles yielded 
$65.73.  So far this year, you have all contributed to keeping 249 kg out of landfills! 
 
2020-2021 School Fees Are Past Due 
For the 2020-2021 school year, Grades 1-6 school fees for our in-school learners are $43.00 
and Kindergarten school fees are $23.00 and for our remote learners the fees are $23.00 and 
Kindergarten fees are $5.00.  School fees were due in September.  If you have already made 
payment, please disregard. 

School fees can be viewed and paid online through our online payment system which is 
accessible through the parent PowerSchool portal (https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/).  If you 
do not have your parent PowerSchool account set up, please contact the school's administrative 
assistant, Mrs. Jingling, at victorine.jingling@ecsd.net or at 780-484-4319, for your PowerSchool 
access ID and password.  Payment can be made online through the parent PowerSchool portal 
in the school fees section via VISA, VISA Debit, MasterCard, or Interac Online.  Prepaid Visa 
and MasterCard credit cards that can be purchased at various retailers may be used as well.  
Cash and cheque payments can also be made through the office. 

Your immediate attention to this matter would be greatly appreciated.  If you have any questions 
about your account or payment options, please contact Mrs. Jingling in the office. 

 

 

https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/
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Anti-Bullying Wear Pink Day ~ February 24 
On Wednesday, February 24, Annunciation students, staff and parents wore pink in 
support of Anti-Bullying Day.  All students and staff were encouraged to wear pink that 
day and participated in many classroom activities during the week that supported the 
message that all forms of bullying are not to be tolerated.  Anti-Bullying Day (a.k.a. Pink 
Shirt Day) is a day celebrated on various dates across the world, originating in Canada.  On this 
day, those who participate wear pink, blue, or purple shirts (depending on location) to symbolize 
a stand against bullying.  The original event was organized by David Shepherd and Travis Price 
of Berwick, Nova Scotia, who in 2007 bought and distributed 50 pink shirts after male ninth 
grade student Charles McNeill was bullied for wearing a pink shirt during the first day of school.  
In Nova Scotia, Nova Scotia Premier Rodney MacDonald proclaimed the second Thursday of 
September "Stand Up Against Bullying Day" in recognition of these events.  In 2008, the then 
Premier of British Columbia, Gordon Campbell proclaimed February 27 to be the provincial anti-
bullying day. It was then celebrated on February 25 in 2009.   

In 2009, Boys and Girls Clubs worked on pink T-shirts that say "Bullying Stops Here." and "Pink 
Shirt Day" for Anti-Bullying Day. 

To see the story, check out the following video on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjmf3I1_ZhU 

Grade 6 Taking Action for Pink Shirt Day and Anti-Bullying 

Our grade six students kicked off February with a Kindness 
Campaign for Pink Shirt Day.  Students took part in a collaborative 
project where they designed and created a logo to be printed on 
pink shirts and worn on Wednesday, February 24th. 

With the guidance of Mrs. Jones, students began researching the 
significance of Pink Shirt Day and how it originated.  The students 
immediately wanted to take action and do whatever they could to 
spread a message of kindness throughout our school.  Each student 
took time to create a message and logo to be viewed and discussed in class.  After many 
discussions and adjustments, students voted to spread the message of “Don’t stand by, stand 
together”.  Afterwards, students researched various non-profit organizations that they could 
donate the proceeds of the shirts to.  Students collectively decided that the DaretoCare 
organization would be a perfect fit.  

DaretoCare is an Alberta based organization that offers bully prevention programs for schools 
and different community groups to help create and foster a caring community.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Premier_of_Nova_Scotia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rodney_MacDonald
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Premier_of_British_Columbia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gordon_Campbell_(Canadian_politician)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjmf3I1_ZhU
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As a result of all of their efforts in bringing this fantastic project to fruition, our school and 
students were interviewed by Global News.  As a school community, we are so proud of our 
grade six students for being open-minded, caring, ambassadors of change. 
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School Supply Pre-order Packages 
Annunciation will once again be offering parents the opportunity to pre-order school supply 
packages for the 2021 - 2022 school year. Order forms and supply lists will be available on our 
school website and in the school office in late April or early May. School Start will be putting 
supply packages together for students in K-6 that will include school supplies needed for the 
school year. Parents may order the entire package or a partial order for the upcoming year. 
Orders can be placed either through the school or online. Supplies will be delivered to homes in 
an environmentally friendly, reusable shopping bag complete with your child’s name and grade 
level. These supply packages are comparable to going and buying these supplies individually on 
your own but with a lot less stress! 

 

Winter Walk Day 
Winter Walk Day at Annunciation was supposed to take place on February 3, but due to the 
extremely cold temperatures, Annunciation was finally able to have its Winter Walk Day on 
February 19.  The results are in!  Annunciation students and staff walked for a grand total of 
6381 minutes (106 hours).  With the brutal cold spell that we had during that time, that total is 
commendable!  Thank you to all classes for participating!  With your children, please try to 
continue to encourage and plan outside activities in the winter whenever possible, which is the 
goal of Winter Walk Day.  The event was organized by Alberta Tourism, Parks and Recreation 
SHAPE Program (safe, healthy, active people everywhere) in hopes of encouraging people to 
find ways to keep active during the winter. 
 

Parking at Annunciation 
Parents are asked to remember that there is no parking in the bus zone, or near the patrollers.  
Also, the handicapped parking zone is for anyone displaying a valid Province of Alberta disabled 
parking placard.  We would also like to limit the parking in the turnaround.  Parents are asked to 
keep traffic moving in front of the school by using the turnaround to STOP, DROP and GO.  
Please help us to ensure a smooth and steady flow of traffic by complying with the posted traffic 
signs in our turnaround.  For parents who wish to remain with their children in the morning, there 
is limited parking on the street.  After school, parents may wish to park along the street and 
have children meet them there rather than entering the turnaround.  In addition, the turnaround 
is for single lane traffic only, which is why the pylons are out.  Turning it into a double 
lane of traffic creates very dangerous situations for everyone.  We ask that parents are 
good role-models for our students and refrain from jaywalking and cutting in between stopped 
vehicles.  This is an extremely dangerous habit to instill in your children.  Please always model 
crossing the street at the crosswalk for your children. 

Parents are asked not to drive into the staff parking lot.  Our staff parking lot is completely 
full and there is no extra parking or room for cars to turn around.  Some parents like to drive into 
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the staff parking lot in order to drop off their children rather than having children walk to their 
door from the street.  Unfortunately, parents then have to back out, creating a very dangerous 
situation.  Of concern is the possibility of someone being injured.  Parents are urged to drop 
their children off in the turnaround and have them walk to their entry doors. 

Please help us to keep children safe by adhering to the traffic guidelines.  Thank you!  
 

Student-Led Conferences at 
Annunciation Catholic School 
 

Our student-led conferences will take place on Wednesday, March 24.  The 
format is very different this year, but parents/guardians will still have the 
opportunity to share in the learning that has taken place via their child’s 
portfolio.  Parents and their children will then have the chance to celebrate 
successes, set goals and touch base with the teacher.  More information will 
follow as the date approaches. 
 

If you do wish to speak with your child’s teacher regarding any concerns, please call the school 
or email the teacher to set up an appointment. Please note that teachers are unable to meet 
with parents during instructional time as this impedes on the learning time of students. 
 
 

Spring Break 
We will be working very hard over the next few weeks and then we 
will enjoy a well-deserved Spring Break.  Thursday, March 25 will 
be a full day of classes and we will dismiss at 12:04 pm on 
March 26 for Spring Break.  We will return from holidays on 
Tuesday, April 6. 

 
ECSD Mental Health Monthly Link: 
Supporting positive mental health in our students and families is a priority with Edmonton 
Catholic Schools.  Parents can find a wealth of information on a variety of topics concerning 
their child's mental health at the following link:  

https://www.ecsd.net/ParentsStudents/ParentResources/mental-health-
monthly/Pages/default.aspx 

 
 

https://www.ecsd.net/ParentsStudents/ParentResources/mental-health-monthly/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.ecsd.net/ParentsStudents/ParentResources/mental-health-monthly/Pages/default.aspx
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Kidco Community Child Care 
Looking for child care? The daycare that is located on-site in Annunciation School, known as 
Kidco Child Care, offers daycare/before and after school care for children from 19 months old to 
Grade 6 and currently has some openings.  It supplies 2 snacks daily, a free subscription to 
Parents Canada magazine, and a variety of learning activities and experiences.  They would 
love to meet you and your family!  The owners, "Kidco Community Child Care Centres", own 
many centres in Canada the US.  It is a large company that is dedicated to offering quality child 
care. Come and see for yourself!  

For more information, please contact Ronnie at 780.489.3131 or visit www.kidcocommunity.com 

 

Grade 2 Homeroom News 
Grade Two students brainstormed ways they could help others in their community during these 
difficult times. Students decided right away that they wanted to make Valentine's Day cards for 
the residents of the Benevolence Centre. Residents of the Benevolence Centre also made 
Valentine's Day cards for the Grade Two students. Each group was very thankful for their cards. 
They felt more connected to each other and God through their actions. For the safety of both 
parties, the cards were quarantined for 2 weeks! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kidcocommunity.com/
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Grade 5 Classroom News 
Our Lenten Journey Prayer Project: 
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Our Approaches to Learning Day:  Thinking Skills Maker Space Adventure 
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Grade 4 Homeroom News 
The Grade 4s are inquiring about how simple machines help make work easier.  We inquired 
about how levers can be used to make lifting objects easier such as Krymzyn, who is smaller 
than Paulo, can lift up somebody bigger than her!  Isn’t that easy, Krymzyn? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grade 4s also studied and constructed pulley systems which change the direction of force 
by pulling DOWN to lift UP heavy objects to take advantage of gravitational pull, thereby 
considerably reducing the force required to lift. 
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They also presented their research about the kinds 
of simple machines, where these simple machines 
are used and how they make work easier.  They 
even “tested” what their peers learned from their 
presentation. 
Of course, inquiry is not complete without tinkering 
with these simple machines and having lots of fun! 
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Annunciation All-Stars Reading Program 
Our monthly draw for our Annunciation All-Stars was held on February 24 and we are pleased to 
congratulate our lucky winners who will get a new book of their choice to keep! 

• Kindergarten:  Finn and Ethan 
• Grade One:  Brylle and Malachi 
• Grade Two:  Sophia and Matthew 
• Grade Three:  Ethan and Daylen 
• Grade Four:  Derek 
• Grade Four/Five: Cheryl  
• Grade Five: Carina 
• Grade Six: Sophie and Misa  

 
Thank you to Mrs. Jennings for coordinating our Annunciation All-Stars Reading Program, and 
thank you to our parents for encouraging their children to read and participate! 
 

IB News 
IB Learner Profile:  Open-minded 

“Your task is not to seek for love, but merely to seek and find all the barriers within 
yourself that you have built against it.” 

Our learner profile attribute this month is Open-minded:  Open-minded individuals respect 
the views, values, and traditions of other individuals and cultures. They are accustomed to 
seeking and considering a range of points of view. 

How can parents help to develop this open-minded profile attribute at home? 

 Encourage your child to try new things – new foods, new games and new activities. 

 Expose your child to different festivals, celebrations and traditions and be sure to present 
them in a non-judgmental way. 

 Encourage your child to really listen to others when they speak. 

 Introduce literature about many different cultures into your home library. Be sure that it is 
appropriate and reflects the culture in an appropriate way. 

 Catch your child being open minded (for example, trying a new food). Make sure your child 
knows he/she has done something good. Expressing your approval is a powerful way to 
reinforce the learner profile attributes. 

 Allow children to take part in as many decisions as they can. These can range from food 
choices to helping to plan the family vacation. Allow your child to express their opinions and 
ideas in respectful ways. 

http://thinkexist.com/quotation/your_task_is_not_to_seek_for_love-but_merely_to/250294.html
http://thinkexist.com/quotation/your_task_is_not_to_seek_for_love-but_merely_to/250294.html
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 Encourage your child to talk about the advantages and disadvantages, the pluses and 
minuses. Allow them to offer alternatives; make sure they also listen to other views and 
opinions. 

 Before we can expect students to respect the values and traditions of other people and 
cultures, we have to expose them to those values, people, and cultures. This can be done 
through music, books, films, the internet, and trips. Many of us, when we travel abroad, 
spend more time shopping than learning about the people and the culture of that place. Post 
cards and photographs of people, folk music, a visit to a museum, a craft market or attending 
a concert or a play are all simple ways to learn about cultures and traditions. 

 Provide your child with books, DVD’s, and songs that are in different languages or that speak 
about different people and cultures of the world. 

As always, we welcome questions about the IB programme in our school.  Ashley Jennings is 
the coordinator for our Primary Years Programme (PYP).  She can be reached at 484-4319 or at 
ashley.jennings@ecsd.net. 

 

IB Learner Profile Attribute Certificates 
The IB learner profile is the IB mission statement translated into a set of learning outcomes for 
the 21st Century.  These values infuse all elements of the Primary Years Programme (PYP) and 
serve to inspire, motivate and focus the work of the students and teachers, uniting them in a 
common purpose. 

There are 10 learner profile attributes, and our school focuses on one each month.  For the 
month of February, our focus was on the learner profile attribute of being CARING.  Students 
are asked to reflect on their growth of each learner profile attribute monthly, once at the 
beginning on the month, and a second time at the end of the month.  To recognize students for 
their efforts and growth, the teacher selects students to receive a certificate.  Below is a list of 
our award recipients for the month of February: 

 

February – Caring 
Learner Profile Attribute 

Certificate Recipients 

KA  Amanda KB  Evelynn 

1A  Lena 1B  Jase 

 2A  Gavin and Stella 
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2B   Gia and Ben 3A  Sean M. and Mayely 

3B   Raissa and Diya 
 

4   Krymzyn, Derek, Kloe, Tristian M. and 
Jeneelia 

4/5  Charles, Abel, Emilica and Lynkyn 

 

5  Carina and Reese 

6A Rohith and Marc-Anthony 

 
6B  Thomas and Ben  
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March 2021 
 

“Lent is a journey that involves our whole life, our entire being. It is a time to reconsider the path we are 
taking, to find the route that leads us home and to rediscover our profound relationship with God, on whom 

everything depends.”  (Pope Francis, Homily, 02/17/21) 
  
 

In his homily for Ash Wednesday, Pope Francis invites us to look to a bigger picture of the journey of Lent. It is 
not only a journey into the desert with Jesus as he prepares to go to Jerusalem for his ultimate sacrifice. Our 
Holy Father invites us to look to look more deeply upon the journey of Lent as one where we commit our lives 
to always returning to God, his love, and his mercy. The Pope shares that through the gift of the person of 
Jesus, God came to us so that he could take us by the hand and walk us towards the joy of salvation.  
 
Our planning for the 2021-22 school year is well underway. As with all things over the past many months, we 
recognize that there is uncertainty that exists because of the pandemic. Our schools have done an outstanding 
job at ensuring that students and staff are safe and that all COVID risk-mitigation protocols are followed; these 
will continue for the duration of the pandemic. 
 
Understanding that our mandate is to provide in-person learning, we have also arrived at a model for online 
learning for the 2021-22 school year for those students that would benefit from this learning option based on 
their learning style. This option is significantly different than the COVID-inspired online platform presently in 
place, and a conversation with your child’s administration would be beneficial in understanding these 
differences as they pertain to your child’s learning needs.   
 
We are asking parents to indicate their learning stance intention (in-person or online) for each child before 
March 22. The Division will analyze the number of requests to establish the most efficient and cost-effective 
way of delivering the online experience based on family choice. By families making decisions that meet their 
needs early on, it will allow us to create a robust learning experience for every student. All online students will 
be given one opportunity to return to their community school, on February 1, 2022. There will be no 
opportunity for students that want online learning to enroll after the start of the school year.  
 
Please be sure to go to your PowerSchool Parent portal to indicate your intentions for each child for next year 
by March 22, 2021 so that we can be sure that our staffing meets the needs of our students in both in-person 
and online learning. Click here to learn more. 
 
 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2021/documents/papa-francesco_20210217_omelia-ceneri.html
https://www.ecsd.net/_ci/p/15294
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Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, last fall. This 
month, our Religious Education Services (RES) Secondary Consultant writes about chapter 5, A Better Kind of 
Politics, and chapter 6, Dialogue and Friendship in Society. The article is included as an accompaniment to this 
newsletter. 
 
I leave you with a final thought from Pope Francis’ beautiful Ash Wednesday Homily: “Lent is a humble 
descent both inwards and towards others. It is about realizing that salvation is not an ascent to glory, but a 
descent in love.”  
 
Many blessings on your continued Lenten journey towards our God. 
 
Sincerely, 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
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Letter to Parents and Guardians 
from Trustee Debbie Engel, Ward 74 

Winter 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
  

The administrators, teachers, staff and families of our schools have continued to respond in a 
remarkable fashion to the COVID-19 pandemic, and for this the Edmonton Catholic School Division 
(ECSD) Board of Trustees is grateful. You have actively participated in the overall success out of a 
spirit of collaboration, by caring about the well-being of everyone in your community, and with a 
commitment to making a difference in the lives of our students. Your unwavering dedication has 
been even more evident over the past year. 
 

You have heard the phrase before, and it has been especially true since the onset of the pandemic: It takes a village to 
raise a child. Each individual involved in keeping families safe while our students progress towards graduation should 
take enormous pride for their part in the collective effort of mutual support and accomplishment. Your contributions to 
our achievements are recognized and respected by the Board of Trustees. Each Trustee wishes to express their profound 
gratitude to each of you for your commitment in the effort required to safely deliver an excellent, faith-filled Catholic 
education to our students. 
  
It is not just the Trustees who recognize these ongoing efforts. ECSD has been named one of Alberta’s Top Employers for 
six consecutive years. While this acknowledgement attests to the Division’s ongoing leadership towards offering 
exceptional working environments for all our employees, our school families are integral to creating the supportive 
atmosphere that provides the firm foundation upon which the Division builds. Again, our heart-felt thanks for your 
active and positive participation in our collective success. 
 
We are pleased to share with you the winter edition of The Messenger, which highlights the initiatives being undertaken 
by Trustees in the community and can be accessed here. 
 
Understanding and Responding to Needs 
The Board of Trustees provides an avenue for student voices through regular meetings and dialogue with 
representatives from each of the High Schools. In response to feedback received through Student Voice, ECSD held 
a Design Your Future Virtual Post-Secondary Career Fair on December 8th and 9th for Grade 10-12 students to learn more 
about their post-secondary education and career planning options. This event was well received by the participants. 
  
The Board remains committed to providing a variety of supports for families during these uncertain times. To that end, a 
number of parent engagement opportunities were planned during the current school year. It is heartening to know that 
over 1000 people attended the two virtual Parent Meetings – Supporting Your Child’s Mental Health, which was held on 
October 20th and the follow-up Supporting Your Child & Youth’s Mental Health: Increased Screen Time: Now 
What? that was held on January 19, 2021. You can view these presentations by clicking on the following links: 
October 20th  and January 19, 2021. 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/14408/alberta-top-70-employers
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecsd.net%2Fpage%2F15399%2Fthe-messenger-february-2021&data=04%7C01%7CMichelle.Collett%40ecsd.net%7C32a42143e2d040d9ab7408d8d8304918%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637497049175786887%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=1rtuCBbVk0I7xPoK8k2V8%2BA5FxoKxrKWYLD1OYo%2BN%2Fg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4_gButnd-wg&feature=youtu.be
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https://youtu.be/Si2ac08Amw4&data=04%7c01%7cMatthew.Morris%40ecsd.net%7c5c0a19b6602743935c0708d8bd576509%7cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7c0%7c0%7c637467530349577816%7cUnknown%7cTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7c1000&sdata=I7%2BvrKJ4C4xcli%2Bs7MorHC8mR46YnWjJsBf56sW6A8c%3D&reserved=0
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Home-School-Parish Connection 

 
Parents are the first and primary educators of their own children. In concert with the parents, 
information on the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, and Reconciliation is 
seamlessly incorporated into the entire Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ Religious Education 
program in school.  
  

Although the sacramental content of the Religion program is plentiful and diverse, it is not intended as a standalone or 
replacement for robust parish-based sacramental preparation programs. Pastors in the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Edmonton offer Sacramental Preparation in their respective parishes as a way to facilitate the home-school-parish 
partnership. For more information on Sacramental Preparation, please contact your local Catholic Church. 
To find your local parish, please click here.  
 
The Grateful Advocates for Catholic Education (GrACE) hosted a live event which included stories and messages of 
hope on the first Sunday of Advent. The hour of hope featured the Catholic Bishops of Alberta and Catholic 
musician Steve Angrisano. The presentation can be viewed here. 
 
Advocacy 
The Board of Trustees continues to lobby the provincial government for adequate additional funding and resources to 
support all facets of student learning. Trustees meet individually with their locally elected representatives to advocate 
for the resources our students need to fully achieve success.  
 
Operating our schools during the pandemic comes with an increased cost for additional preventative measures, teaching 
staff and protective equipment. The Board has shared its concerns with the Minister regarding the struggles, economic 
pressures, and funding needs of our Division as we continue to support our families in their children’s growth and 
development. In addition, ECSD and the three other large school boards from Edmonton and Calgary have advocated 
that all school-based staff be considered as essential workers and deemed a high priority to be offered the COVID-19 
vaccination.  
 
We are a People of Hope 
We remain hopeful for the promise that 2021 brings by firstly recalling God’s word to us through the prophet Isaiah 
43:1: Do not fear, I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. Our students depend on us to instill 
confidence in their hearts. Whatever our role, be it as parent/guardian, teacher, division staff, school board member, or 
government representative, we need to continue to show them the way forward by our faith-filled response and by 
collectively maintaining our positive efforts to protect them and ourselves.  
 
I wish you the best for the remainder of the school year and I look forward to connecting with you again through our 
spring letter, The Messenger, and in our community newspaper. 
 
I am honored to serve Ward 74 as a trustee.  You can reach me at 780-970-7160 or debbie.engel@ecsd.net.  You can 
also connect with me on Facebook: Debbie Engel ♦Twitter: @Debbie_Engel ♦ Instagram: TrusteeEngel 
 
God bless you and your family. 

 
 
 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1547/catholic-parishes
https://youtu.be/RYrAvFaKPp8
mailto:debbie.engel@ecsd.net


Better Politics - Truly at the Service of the Common Good  
 

 The pleading call for all societies to engage in “A Better Kind of Politics” is the focus of 
chapter 5 in Pope Francis’ encyclical letter Fratelli Tutti. In the midst of a world pandemic, political 
decisions that are “truly at the service of the common good” (par. 154) are not only needed, but 
essential! 
 

Pope Francis’s message is clear; we must engage in politics that takes into account more 
than just economics. Though economic growth is a necessary consideration, stable economies are 
not built solely on profit; stability also relies on putting social structures in place that support 
human dignity. “Populist” leaders (leaders that claim to represent the well-being of others, while in 
fact, pursuing their own agenda) who show a lack of compassion for all people, undermine the 
principles of human dignity. A “better kind of politics” (par. 154) would see leaders do the ‘right 
thing’ in the interest and benefit of all people, not just what is popular for short term benefit or 
gain. A better type of leadership considers “the need for a greater spirit of fraternity, but also a 
more efficient world-wide organization to help resolve the problems plaguing the abandoned and 
suffering in poor countries” (par. 165). As a society, our goal must be to engage in “healthy politics” 
(par. 177) — this is where we will see true reform and peace. 

              Dialogue and the essential role it plays in creating a culture of “liberty, equality, and 
fraternity” (par. 219) is at the heart of chapter 6 “Dialogue and Friendship in Society”. Each of us 
has something to contribute; “each of us can learn something from others.” (par. 215) Currently, we 
live in a culture where social media exploits people’s weaknesses and makes them feel less worthy. 
Pope Francis says that when we engage in meaningful dialogue, we learn that “no one is useless, 
and no one is expendable.” (par 215) A country will flourish, when economics are not the sole focus 
and “when constructive dialogue occurs between its many rich cultural components: popular 
culture, university culture, youth culture, artistic culture, technological culture, economic culture, 
family culture and media culture.” (par. 199) When we take time to use social media for good — 
connecting with others, uniting in solidarity with others, and creating a sense of unity with others 
we “offer immense possibilities for encounter and solidarity.” (par. 205) 

It is in “respecting the truth of our human dignity and submitting to that truth” (par. 207) 
that we can build a great future for our children. This means recognizing other people’s right to be 
themselves and accepting diversity and positive change or progress in our world. This means finding 
the time and energy, in a world that spins so quickly around us, to show care, generosity, and 
compassion for others. The simple “gift of a smile, to speak a word of encouragement, to listen 
amid general indifference” (par. 224) is integral to building new pathways for a world of hope; a 
world with compassion and understanding. 

Susanna Kaup, Religious Education Services 



Lent – Our Forty Days in the Desert 

“Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty 
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him, 
“If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he 
answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the 
pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it 
is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear 
you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it is 
written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high 
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour; and he said to 
him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, “Away 
with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” Then the 
devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.” -Matthew 4. 1-11 

Lent, traditionally a time for fasting, almsgiving, and prayer, is also a time to take stock of our 
lives, to prepare ourselves physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually for the death and 
resurrection of Christ. For many Christians around the world, Lent is one of the most important 
times of the year. Unlike Advent which serves as a time of celebration and of great anticipation, 
Lent is more frequently a time of solemn observance and preparation for Easter. From its start 
on Ash Wednesday, this year on February the 17th, until its conclusion on Easter Sunday, we find 
ourselves, like Jesus, in the desert. 

 
As Lent is the time for greater love, listen to Jesus’ thirst … He knows your weakness. He 

wants only your love, wants only the chance to love you.” -St. Teresa of Calcutta 

It is hard to imagine this barren wilderness as described in the gospel of Matthew as we remain 
shrouded in snow and cold. Yet, the imagery of the desert is still important; it helps us recall our 
need to stop and reflect; to prepare for the expected and unexpected events in our lives  Lent is 
an invitation for us to accompany him on that journey; the forty days that Christ Jesus prepared 
himself, body and soul, for his ministry on earth. Even in the midst of temptation, Jesus revealed 
to us what it means to live out one’s humanity; what it means to be in relationship with God.  
 
Today, Christians around the world observe Lent in many ways. Some will still observe the fast 
strictly, beginning with the wearing of ashes on Ash Wednesday and abstinence of meat until 
Easter Sunday. Others will choose to give up something trivial for Lent. At the same time, many 
other Christians will use Lent to study their Bibles and pray more intently, making use of 
devotional books, and daily reflections. And even others will act generously as a way to place 
others first. In whatever way you recognize Lent and however you prepare for Easter, remember 
always to remain fixed on Christ; to follow him, mind, body, and soul, from the forty days and 
forty nights in the desert, to a life dedicated to serving God and serving others.   

 
Sandra Talarico, Manager, Religious Education Services  



West Meadowlark Community League 
needs your involvement and input.

West Meadowlark Community League

In order for our community to grow 

and thrive, our community league 

needs to be active and engaged. 

We are currently asking residents to 

consider joining the board. For the 

foreseeable future, all meetings will take 

place virtually.

Presently, we require volunteers who can 

help to develop new program ideas and 

methods of engaging with the community. 

We’re looking to engage specifically with 

residents who are interested in supporting 

programs and services like adult sports, 

minor sports (including coaching and 

mentoring), community engagement, 

promotion of community businesses, and 

managing communiction surrounding 

events, programs, and concerns.

Our community already includes many 

popular and busy ammenties, such as the 

skating rink, community garden, spray 

park, and playground. We’re looking to 

improve and expand on the things that 

make West Meadowlark Park a great 

place to live. The community garden will 

be opening this summer and there are a 

handful of plots still available.

Please go to wmcl.org for more 

information about our community. There 

you can sign up to receive our newsletter 

by email, which always includes program 

and event details. If you are interested in 

hearing more about our league, or in 

joining the board, please consider 

attending our next board meeting. It will 

take place via Zoom, on Wednesday, 

March 3, 2021. Please email 

westmeadowlark@gmail.com and the 

Zoom link will be sent to you. The link will 

also be posted on wmcl.org prior to the 

meeting.

We look forward to
hearing from you!
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