
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

750 Leger Way, Edmonton, Alberta, T6R 3H4  
Phone (780) 471 – 4218    Fax (780) 471 – 1731 

December 2020 
Advent 2020 

 

Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord 
is coming.  

~Matthew 24:42~ 
 
Father in heaven, our hearts desire the warmth of Your love and 
our minds are searching for the light of Your Word. Increase our 
longing for Christ our Savior and give us the strength to grow in 
love, that the dawn of His coming may find us rejoicing in His 
presence and welcoming the light of His truth.  
 
We ask this in the name of Jesus.  
 
Amen. 

 
Advent Reflection 

The Advent wreath is part of our long-standing Catholic tradition. The 
symbolism of the Advent wreath is beautiful. The wreath is made of various 
evergreens, signifying continuous life. Even these evergreens have a 
traditional meaning which can be adapted to our faith.  
The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the 
eternity of God, the immortality of the soul, and the everlasting life found in 
Christ. Any pinecones, nuts, or seedpods used to decorate the wreath also 
symbolize life and resurrection.  
The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. A tradition is that each 
week represents one thousand years, to sum to the 4,000 years from Adam 
and Eve until the Birth of the Savior. Three candles are purple, and one is 
rose. The purple candles symbolize the prayer, penance, and preparatory 
sacrifices and goods works undertaken at this time. The rose candle is lit on 
the third Sunday, representing rejoicing. The light again signifies Christ, the 
Light of the world. 



Pivot to Online Learning 
 
As announce by the provincial government, there will be a pivot to online learning for our students at AJM for 
December and early January. Listed below are the key points/dates for our elementary and junior high 
students. 
 

Elementary: 
• K - 6 students will continue learning at school up to the Christmas break 
• K – 6 students pivot to online learning for week of January 4-8th  
• K – 6 Students return to in class learning on January 11, 2021 
• Additional information will be provided closer to the Christmas break on how the students in 

Kindergarten to Grade 6 will pivot to online learning for that week. 
 

Junior High 
• Students pivoted to online learning on November 30, 2020 
• Continue with online learning for the week of January 4-8th 
• Return to in class learning on January 11, 2021 

 
AJM Elementary Christmas Celebrations 

 
Although we are not able to perform our Traditional Christmas concert, it is very exciting to see the Christmas 
magic happening in music class. The Elementary students have been working hard and having fun developing 
their performance skills with their favorite Christmas plays, songs and hand bells.  
  
Please ask your child to share with you what they have been learning. Don't forget to check your child's 
Google Classroom after December 15 for a short glimpse of their work. May the joy of Christmas continue to 
fill your hearts and homes. 
 
 

Dietetic Students from the University Of Alberta 
 
This fall, we welcomed two Nutrition Students from the University of Alberta!  As part of their 4th year 
Community Nutrition course, they offered nutrition teaching with Grade 9 Foods and Fashion students. Their 
passion for helping students make informed and healthy choices when it comes to eating was evident in their 
various interactive nutrition sessions. We thank them and wish them all the best in their future endeavors.  
 
Social Justice Activities 

 

This time of the year is typically a busy time for Social Justice Activities across the city. With current COVID-19 
restrictions, we have been creative in finding ways to continue to participate in these activities. The projects 
that AJM is presently supporting assist people in our school and our community. On behalf of the project 
coordinators and the recipients, we are appreciative of any support that you able to give. Thank you! God Bless! 

 
 



          

   

    Elves of Edmonton Christmas Social Justice Project 2020 
 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light 

of life.’ ~John 8:12 
 

Traditionally, grade 8 students at AJM have partnered with grade 1-3 students at St. Francis of Assisi School. 
Our students purchase and deliver gifts—with Santa—to their buddies and spend some time getting to know 
them. The blessings are two-fold: students who may not otherwise get a Christmas gift this year will receive 
a gift from another student, and the shared experience builds a community of kindness and mentorship with 
our students. This fits with our school charism of Growing Together into Christ.  

 
As we have experienced this year, not all of our traditions can be carried on. Instead, we would like to 
support St. Francis of Assisi School with their breakfast program and ask that our Junior High students (and 
any of our elementary families) participate in our first ever cereal drive by. A donation box will be placed out 
front of the school from Wednesday December 2nd until Friday December 11th from 8:00 am until 3:30 pm 
daily.   
 
 

Kids Care Challenge 
 
On December 17th, our Elementary students will be participating in a Kids Care Challenge in support of the 
Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation’s Dreams for Kids. Elementary students will have “Break a Rule Day.” 
This is a day when students have an opportunity to not follow some of the rules in the classroom.  All proceeds 
from these events will go to the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation which supports students and families 
in need within our schools. For details about the Foundation, please visit their website: 
https://www.ecsfoundation.ca/ 
 
More information is forthcoming regarding this event. 

 
 
Thank You SAC! 
 
Thank you to our wonderful School Advisory Committee for their continued support of our school. Their 
Halloween Fun-Raiser was a welcome treat! Every student and staff member in the school received a full-sized 
chocolate bar from the SAC! 
 
For more information about our SAC, including meeting agendas and their newsletter, please visit the AJM 
website: https://www.ecsd.net/1026/page/11571/school-advisory-council  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ecsfoundation.ca/
https://www.ecsd.net/1026/page/11571/school-advisory-council


COVID-19 FAQs from the Parent Community 
 
Our SAC has gathered some frequently asked questions from our parent community. They have been 
answered below. We would like to remind parents to visit the Edmonton Catholic Schools Re-Entry Plan 
website as well as the AJM Re-Entry Plan. They contain a wealth of information. The answers to many 
questions can be found within them. As always, please feel free to contact the classroom teachers or 
administration directly with your questions or concerns. 
 
Is it possible to get an update once we find out there is a positive covid case and kids have isolated. ie, when is 
the school clear of outbreak?  
 
When the school receives a notification that there is a positive COVID-19 case within the community, all parents are 
notified. For those who are identified as close contacts, the isolation period lasts 14 days from the person’s last day in the 
building. This date is included in the communication sent to parents.  
 
A school outbreak is declared over when there have been no new confirmed cases in a school for 28 days. Our previous 
outbreak status was lifted. Should AJM be re-instated under outbreak status, a notice will be sent to all parents with 
information from Alberta Health Services. For updated information regarding the school status please visit the COVID-19 
School Status Map. 
 
What defines a cohort?  What happens at recess-do they stay in their cohort or can they play with other classes? 
Who supervises this? 
 
A cohort is defined as a group of students and staff who remain together. The size of the cohort will depend on the 
physical space of the classroom or learning setting. 
 
Students have been instructed to only play with their own cohorts during recess. Recesses have been staggered to 
provide a greater amount of space for everyone and to reduce the possibility of the mixing of cohorts. Schedules have 
been created to ensure that only one cohort has access to the playground and tarmac each recess. This is supervised by 
staff during recess and revisited by classroom teachers through classroom instruction. 
 
Do the kids ever take off their masks during the day? If so when and where are they storing them-on their desk, 
in their pocket? 
 
When physical distancing is not possible, masks are mandated for students in grades 4-12 and highly recommended for 
students in K-3. Masks are removed when students eat their snacks or lunches. The storage practices for the masks vary 
from classroom to classroom so please contact your child’s teacher for specific information on where your child stores 
his/her mask. 
 
Will classes start on Jan 4 online for all grades? and then go into school the week after? Do they have to be 
connected on Jan 4 to attend classes? 
 
For the week of January 4-8th all students at AJM will move to online learning. It is expected that all students are 
connected online on January 4th to attend class. Families will receive additional information closer to the Christmas break 
on how their children in Kindergarten to Grade 6 will pivot to online learning for that week. In-person learning will resume 
on January 11th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/7013/ecsd-re-entry-plan
https://www.ecsd.net/1026/page/7866/school-re-entry-plan
https://www.alberta.ca/schools/covid-19-school-status-map.htm#:%7E:text=A%20school%20outbreak%20is%20declared,a%20school%20for%2028%20days.
https://www.alberta.ca/schools/covid-19-school-status-map.htm#:%7E:text=A%20school%20outbreak%20is%20declared,a%20school%20for%2028%20days.


Important Dates 

 
 Dec. 2nd – 11th   Cereal Donation Drop Off 
 Dec. 6th    Second Sunday of Advent   

 Dec. 13th    Third Sunday of Advent 
 Dec. 14th to 17  Ugly Christmas Sweater Week 
 Dec.17th    Full Day of School & 

 Break a Rule Day 
 Dec. 18th    AJM Theme Day-Pajama Day 

Early Dismissal 
 Dec. 21st to Jan. 1  Christmas Break 
 Jan. 4th, 2021  CLASSES RESUME online 
 Jan. 11th, 2021  CLASSES RESUME in-person 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

BUILD A DREAM – Free Virtual Career Discovery Expo 
  
Edmonton Catholic Schools, in partnership with Build a Dream, would like to invite you to register for a free virtual 
career discovery expo on December 3rdfrom 6:00pm-8:30pmMST for parents and young women between Grades 7 to 
12. 
This online event will highlight opportunities in a number of careers, which are supported through learning 
opportunities in Dual Credit, Sciences, Technology, Entrepreneurship, Trades, Business to better assist young women to 
make informed career choices. Parents play critical roles in the education of their children. This is an opportunity for 
families to learn collaboratively about the many careers in these growing sectors. 
The event features: 

• Dream Maker Panel:Women from various industries in Edmonton share their stories and inspire, which will 
include ECSD students. 

• Employer Spotlight: Hear what employers look for in new employees and ways to get involved early! 
• Pathway Spotlight: College, University and Dual-Credit, learn about the different pathway programs available, 

scholarships, courses and more! 
• Games, Prizes, Survey and More! 

  
Click Here to Register - Upon registration, you will receive a link to participate in the event. 
  

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.ca%2Fe%2Fdream-big-edmonton-catholic-tickets-120415838013&data=04%7C01%7CDemara.Benoit%40ecsd.net%7C04080b1e8945449d7d5608d891678066%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637419221173406828%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=IlSqIOaNGUeMC%2Bn12X7xAJUwxzRgm9Y2c1hgVJSNk60%3D&reserved=0


 



 

 

 

 

December 2020 
 
Dear friends, 
 
Advent, which comes from the Latin word meaning coming, is intended to be a season of 
preparation for the arrival of Christ, but often, this underrated liturgical season is set aside in favour 
of the more popular pre-Christmas rush. Yet, Advent is a time worth making. While we typically 
regard Advent as a joyous season, it is also intended to be a period of preparation, much like Lent. 
This year, the season of Advent is observed from the first Sunday of Advent on November the 29th 
to Thursday, December the 24th.  
 
Given our unique circumstances this year, preparing for the coming of Christ will be different. Yet, 
even in the midst of the Pandemic, the season of Advent is important. How do we journey to 
Christmas? Consider taking some quiet time for you and your family, reading, and reflecting on a 
short daily devotion and listening to Advent music. Decorate for the season with an Advent wreath 
and as a family, light a candle every week. Assemble a Nativity scene in your home and talk about 
the Christmas story. Support a social justice initiative and donate to a local charity in your 
community. As Christmas approaches, discern which activities to dismiss on the side of dedicating 
more time to your family.  
 
There is no doubt that Christmas is a beautiful time of the year as we anticipate the birth of Christ. 
He is the reason for the season, and we need to celebrate his birth appropriately and with great 
reverence. Yet the Christmas season also brings with it the hustle and bustle of sales and deadlines 
that veer us away from its true meaning. For us Christians, Advent is that distraction; that 
opportunity to prepare our hearts and minds for his coming. 
 
As we journey to Christmas, let us remember to pause and consider what God is asking of us in 
this season of Advent. Take time to appreciate the people around you, pray, read scripture, attend 
Mass - in person or remotely, and participate in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. While we cannot 
erase the challenges of the past nine months, we can still rejoice in knowing that Christ is coming 
amid shouts of joy.        
 
Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 
 
Richard W. Smith 
Archbishop of Edmonton 
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December 2020 
 

When the darkness closes in, Come, Lord Jesus! 
Courage fails and hopes grow dim, Lord Jesus, come! 

Clear the shadows from our sight; set our troubled world aright 
Fill our eyes with radiant light. Lord Jesus come! 

(M.D. Ridge, Come, Lord Jesus) 
 
The lyrics of this Advent hymn are, perhaps, even more poignant this year as we prepare our hearts and our 
homes for the birth of our Saviour, Jesus.  Our world seems to be lonely and dark, and we are all overwhelmed 
by the seemingly unending pall of Covid-19 in our lives.  As we turn our eyes towards Bethlehem in these 
upcoming weeks, let’s take the time to reflect upon the promise to be found in the baby Jesus.  God loves us, 
and that love is triumphant. Advent is a time of hope, and we need to let that hope permeate all aspects of 
our lives. 
 
Edmonton Catholic Schools’ Fine Arts team is a very creative group, and they have designed a beautiful online 
Advent experience for all to enjoy.  Starting on November 29, you will be able to “open a door” on our virtual 
arts Advent calendar each day.  You will experience weekly celebrations, art, performances, and Advent 
themed activities. Visit www.ecsd.net and click on the Art of Advent  graphic to learn more. 
 
Did you know that the Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ religion resource for grades 1-7 has various 
resources to support your family’s Advent journey towards Christmas?  Click on the Pearson Advent Bulletin 
For Parents to find out exactly what those resources are. You can continue learning about Advent and 
Christmas at home by logging into the Student-Home Website and finding these specific resources listed in the 
bulletin above. The username is ecsd99 and the password is Student99. 
 
The new Covid-19 measures that were announced on November 24 were a possibility that we have been 
preparing for.  We have known right from re-entry at the beginning of this school year that we needed to be 
able to pivot quickly between scenarios and we have plans in place to do so.  Unlike our experience in the 
spring, our junior and senior high students who are now moving online will be following their existing 
schedules and will participate in learning following regular school hours. You will receive more comprehensive 
communication on this pivot in the upcoming days.  Elementary families will receive information about the 
one-week pivot to online learning (January 4-8, 2021) before Christmas Break. 
 
On November 25 at our Public Meeting, the Board of Trustees approved our 2019 – 2020 Audited Financial 
Statements and our Annual Education Results Report (AERR).  Historically, the AERR has been combined with 
our 3 Year Education Plan, however, we shared that plan, the Division Plan for Continuous Growth 2020-2023 

http://www.ecsd.net/
http://www.ecsd.net/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pearsoncanadaschool.com%2Findex.cfm%3Flocator%3DPS3cJh&data=04%7C01%7CSusanna.Makale%40ecsd.net%7C3de5aef382a14a5977fc08d890ba779e%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637418477828749412%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Tgke1NtefCzCA9xLH89LrualiHYutQn0Q%2FfXGsDlXuM%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pearsoncanadaschool.com%2Findex.cfm%3Flocator%3DPS3cJh&data=04%7C01%7CSusanna.Makale%40ecsd.net%7C3de5aef382a14a5977fc08d890ba779e%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637418477828749412%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Tgke1NtefCzCA9xLH89LrualiHYutQn0Q%2FfXGsDlXuM%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pearsoncanadaschool.com%2Findex.cfm%3Flocator%3DPS3cJh&data=04%7C01%7CSusanna.Makale%40ecsd.net%7C3de5aef382a14a5977fc08d890ba779e%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637418477828749412%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Tgke1NtefCzCA9xLH89LrualiHYutQn0Q%2FfXGsDlXuM%3D&reserved=0
http://www.pearsoncanada.ca/growinginfaith/student-home
http://www.pearsoncanada.ca/growinginfaith/student-home
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1507/audited-financial-statements?rf=2a8daa83-0033-4ec3-8577-67b65b848eff
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1507/audited-financial-statements?rf=2a8daa83-0033-4ec3-8577-67b65b848eff
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1507/audited-financial-statements?rf=2a8daa83-0033-4ec3-8577-67b65b848eff
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1512/three-year-strategic-education-plan-and-annual-education-results-report
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1512/three-year-strategic-education-plan-and-annual-education-results-report
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1509/division-plan-for-continuous-growth-2020-2023
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1509/division-plan-for-continuous-growth-2020-2023
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in May.  As we join the rest of the province in shifting to an Assurance Framework, we will continue 
communicating these two documents separately.  We will share more with you about the shift to an 
Assurance Framework in the upcoming months. 
 
In his Midnight Mass homily last Christmas Eve, Pope Francis shared a beautiful piece of wisdom that I will 
leave you with:  “Dear brother, dear sister, if your hands seem empty, if you think your heart is poor in love, 
this night is for you. The grace of God has appeared, to shine forth in your life. Accept it and the light of 
Christmas will shine forth in you.” 
 
Have a blessed Advent and a very Merry Christmas!    
 
Sincerely,  
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent  
 
 
  



Advent Reflection 
 
What do we like best about school?  Is it reading?  Writing?  Math?  Spelling?  
Recess?  Well, when I was in school, I think my favorite thing was "Show and 
Tell".  I always looked forward to the days when we had "Show and Tell" because 
it gave me the chance to show and tell others about something that was really 
important to me. It is really fun to show and tell others about something that is 
really important to us, isn't it?  
 
The Bible tells us about a man named John who loved to "show and tell" others 
about Jesus.  John was trying to tell people that it is two minutes to midnight.  He 
was trying to prepare them for an event that they never dreamed to be possible.  
The very Son of God was about to enter human history and be born as baby – 
dressed in poor clothes and lying in a manger. 
 

The Bible says that one day John was 
standing with a group of people when he saw 
Jesus coming.  He said, "Look, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world! I 
have seen him and I tell you that this is the 
Son of God."  Because John loved to show 
and tell others about Jesus, many people 
came to know Jesus and follow him.  It is 
important for you and me to show and tell 
others about Jesus too.   

 
We can show others about Jesus by doing the things that Jesus taught us to do - 
things like loving one another and being helpful and kind.  Then people will see 
that we know Jesus and that will give us a chance to tell them about Jesus.  We 
can tell them about what he has done for us and what he wants to do for them.  
Yes, each day we should show and tell others about Jesus! 
 
+ Yours in Christ, 
Father Mitch Fidyka 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
Christmas Eve Mass - December 24 

4:00pm, 6:00pm*, 8:00pm, 10:00pm, 12:00am* (midnight) 
Christmas Day Mass - December 25 

10:00am*, 12:00pm 
* These Masses will also be livestreamed 

  
New Year’s Mass Schedule 

New Year’s Eve Mass - December 31 
5:00pm* 

New Year’s Day Mass - January 1 
10:00am, 12:00pm 

* These Masses will also be livestreamed 
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