
DECEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER 
Advent 2021 
 

All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for 
doing good that Christ may find an eager welcome at 
his coming and call us to his side in the Kingdom of 
heaven where he lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit one God, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

Learning Services Fine Arts team is hosting its second annual Virtual Advent Calendar. It 
will highlight some of the fine arts activities that are happening throughout the Division. 
Each day, a new, Advent-themed, arts performance will become live in the calendar. 
Additionally, there will be weekly prayers, Advent-themed activities, and a message from 
our Division Chaplain Father Glenn McDonald. The calendar went live on November 28th 
and you can access it here: https://ecsdartofadvent.net/  

At AJM, a whole-school Advent celebration kicked off the season. This was held virtually 
on November 29th. Students will celebrate the subsequent weeks of Advent with their 
classes. We have several social justice activities planned for the season of Advent 
including a cereal drive, Break a Rule Day and a Dream Builders challenge. Info about 
these events can be found throughout the newsletter. 
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St. Thomas More Parish 

For information about St. Thomas More Parish including 
Mass times, office hours, contacts, and Parish bulletins, 
please visit the Parish website at: https://stm.caedm.ca/ 
 
Advent greetings for students from Fr. Mitch can be found 
on the Parish YouTube channel: 
https://youtu.be/to1AnrgYjUU 
 
Covid-19 Daily Health Screening 
 
Parents play a crucial role in helping us keep our students and staff safe. We remind you to 
keep your children home when they are sick. It is important that you complete the Daily 
Screening Questionnaire before sending your children to school. Thank you for your support in 
keeping our community safe and healthy. 
 
Benefits from Walking to School 

Walking to school has tremendous benefits for our students and the community. We would like 
to encourage our students to walk to school if they are able to do so. It enables children to 
incorporate physical activity before and after school and it improves concentration during the 
day. It can also benefit our mental health. 

 

In addition to the physical and mental health benefits, walking to school contributes to less 
traffic congestion, safer streets, and a stronger sense of community. 

 

We understand that not all students are able to walk to school, but we would like to encourage 
those who can, do so. For more information about the benefits of walking to school as well as 
some safety considerations, please visit:  https://shapeab.com/studies-media/  

 
Road Safety 

For the safety of our students, please obey all traffic laws when dropping off and picking up 
your children at school. There is no parking in the bus zones. When parking on residential 
streets, please be mindful and respectful of the homeowners. Do not block their driveways 
and be aware of any signage indicating parking restrictions. Avoid parking in cul-de-sacs due to 
their limited space. 
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DO NOT LEAVE YOUR CAR UNATTENDED IN THE ROUNDABOUT. The roundabout is a 
pickup/drop-off zone only. A staff member will ask you to move your vehicle if you park it in 
the roundabout as parking in this area causes traffic jams and becomes a safety concern for 
students and staff. 
 
DO NOT DROP-OFF OR PARK IN THE STAFF PARKING LOT. This is a safety concern as students 
walk between moving vehicles. It is also a consideration for staff. A staff member will remind 
you not to come into the staff parking lot should you decide to do so. 
 
WALK OR RIDE THE BUS TO SCHOOL. Students who live within our catchment area either are 
close enough to walk or qualify for bussing. Using these methods of transportation would 
significantly reduce the amount of traffic in the mornings and after school. 
 
Social Justice Updates 

   

Elves of Edmonton Christmas Social Justice Project 2021 

 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light 

of life.’ ~John 8:12 
 

The Elves of Edmonton is back! Although it may look different this year because of Covid-19, we 
are excited to announce that we are able to do a modified version of this AJM tradition. In the 
past, grade eight students at AJM have partnered with students at an inner-city school in 
Edmonton Catholic. Our students purchased and delivered gifts—with Santa—to their buddies 
and spent some time getting to know them. The blessings are two-fold: students who may not 
otherwise get a Christmas gift this year will receive a gift from another student, and the shared 
experience builds a community of kindness and mentorship with our students.  
 

Because the grade nines were unable to participate last year, we are including both the grade 
eights and nines this year. While we cannot deliver the gifts and Christmas cheer in person, we 
will ensure that they are delivered prior to the Christmas break and we will spread Christmas 
cheer via Microsoft Teams. More information is forthcoming for our grade eights and nines. 

 

 

 



Junior High Dream Builders Challenge 

Junior High Students will have the opportunity to participate in a variety of games, activities 
and raffles on Thursday, December 16th. This has been an AJM tradition for several years and it 
also serves as a fundraiser for the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation. We are still in the 
planning stages but some samples of previous games and activities are: Basketball Challenge, 
Cookie Decorating, Cup Stacking. Examples of previous raffles are: 3 days of indoor recess, wear 
a hat for a day, lunch for 5. More details will be sent home to families closer to the date.  

Elementary Break a Rule Day 

Elementary students will have “Break a Rule Day” on Thursday, December 16th. This is a day 
when students have an opportunity to not follow some of the rules in the classroom.  All 
proceeds from this event will go to the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation which supports 
students and families in need within our Division. For details about the Foundation, please visit 
their website: https://www.ecsfoundation.ca/ 

More information about the event will be sent home to families later this month. 

Cereal Drive 

Our student leadership club organized a cereal drive! They are asking for families to 
donate low-sugar cereal boxes that will be donated to schools within the Edmonton 
Catholic Division who are in need. Donations can be brought to school between 
November 29th and December 13th. 

 
AJM Elementary Christmas Celebrations 

Although we are not able to perform our Traditional Christmas concert, it is very exciting to see 
the Christmas magic happening in music class. The Elementary students have been working 
hard and having fun developing their performance skills with their favorite Christmas plays, 
songs and hand bells.  

Please ask your child to share with you what they have been learning. Don't forget to check 
your child's Google Classroom after December 15 for a short glimpse of their work. May the joy 
of Christmas continue to fill your hearts and homes. 

School Advisory Council (SAC) 

A reminder that the SAC is holding a bottle drive on Saturday, December 11th between 10 a.m. 
and 1 p.m. Save your bottles and bring them to the front door of the school to drop them off 
during those time. 
 
The next SAC meeting will be held virtually on Wednesday, January 26th. As always, parents and 
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guardians are encouraged to attend. A link to the meeting will be provided on the agenda that 
is emailed out prior to the meeting. It can also be found on the AJM website. 
 
Mavericks Athletics  

Mavericks Athletics has been quite busy during the first half of the school year!  

Senior Boys Volleyball finished first in Pool B and will be competing in Division 1 playoffs! Senior 
Girls Volleyball will be playing in Division 2 playoffs! Good luck to both our Senior Volleyball 
teams during playoffs! Go MAVS!  

Junior Boys and Girls Volleyball have been playing well in their league games! Their league 
wraps up during the second week of December -- there are no playoffs. 

Once the Volleyball season wraps up, Basketball season will be up next!  

Our coaching staff this year is as follows:  

Senior Boys Basketball: Mr. Marko  

Senior Girls Basketball: Miss West  

Tryouts will be happening in December for Senior Basketball, so please listen to the morning 
announcements to stay up to date! The Senior Basketball teams will be in the Mother Margaret 
Mary Tournament from January 13 - 15, 2022.  

Junior Basketball tryouts will start in January, and the coaches will be announced then.  

To keep up to date with all the Athletics information, please refer to the ECSD Junior High 
Athletics website. https://www.ecsd.net/jrha 

 
Mavericks Junior High Clubs and Activities  

  
Broadcast Club: Currently open to junior high students. Students work in teams to be the lead 
anchors on announcements or work the tech behind the scenes as they develop our exciting 
morning announcements.  
 
Student Leadership: Open to any junior high students interested in being a part of leadership 
at AJM. Students will be involved in creating activities for all AJM students as well as taking on 
some social justice initiatives throughout the year.  
  
Study Hall: Offered to Junior High students every Friday from 11:40 to 12:20 p.m. in Room 2-
2. This is an opportunity for students to get caught up on missed assignments or write exams 
missed during the week.  
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Art Club: Mrs. Grattan is offering an art club on Tuesdays from 3:00 - 4:00 p.m for Grade 8 
students and Friday at lunch for Grade 9 students. Student-interest projects will be supported 
in this club and a variety of artistic techniques will be explored.  
  
Intramurals: Grade 7 students have spent the month of October and November playing in 
volleyball intramurals, and playoffs will be happening in December! Next up for intramurals, 
Grade 7 - 9 students will have the opportunity to participate in basketball intramurals in the 
New Year during the lunch recess! 
 
Glee Club: At the end of November, auditions were held for the Junior High Glee Club. 
Students participating in the Glee Club will practice during the week at lunch. 

 
Follow AJM on Instagram 

 

 @ARCHBISHOPJOSEPHMACNEILSCHOOL 

 

Important Dates 

 
Dec. 1-10    Cereal Donation Drop Off 
Dec. 5   Second Sunday of Advent   
Dec. 10   Ugly Sweater Theme Day 
    JH Marketplace 

Dec. 12   Third Sunday of Advent 
Dec.16   Full Day of School 

    Junior High Dream Builder Challenge 
  Elementary Break a Rule Day 

Dec. 17   Pajama Theme Day 
Early Dismissal 

Dec. 21-Jan. 3  Christmas Break 
Jan. 4    CLASSES RESUME 
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December 2021               Prepare the way of the Lord… 

Luke 3:4 
These words from the Gospel on the Second Sunday of Advent are those of John the Baptist spoken in fulfilment of the 
prophesy of Isaiah.  As we begin our journey through Advent, we are all feeling excitement, anticipation, and 
watchfulness.  We prepare the way of the Lord within ourselves and our homes, knowing that the ultimate gift of love, 
our salvation, is soon to arrive in this world.  There are so many things that we can do in preparation for Christmas. 
Edmonton Catholic Schools is pleased to host our second annual The Art of Advent A Virtual Arts Advent Calendar, a 
celebration of the sacred beauty of this season.  The calendar will go live on November 28 and will include a weekly 
Advent message from Father Glenn McDonald, weekly prayers, and Advent-themed activities.  Students will share 
Advent-themed arts performances and pieces to be showcased on this online platform. Each day a new square will 
become live, highlighting student artists throughout the Division.  It is truly an exquisite way to celebrate this special 
liturgical time! 
 
There were many noteworthy items on the agenda for the Public Meeting of our Board of Trustees on November 24. 
The Division’s Audited Financial Statements for the 2020-21 school year were released.  They can be found on 
www.ecsd.net or directly by clicking here.  The Board voted to commence the formal process to consider the closure of 
St. Basil Catholic Elementary/Junior High School.  Information about this process, as well as a report outlining the closure 
proposal can be found under News and Announcements on www.ecsd.net or directly by clicking here. The Board also 
voted to commence the formal process to consider the closure of the Grade 7-9 programming at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Catholic Elementary/Junior High School.  This would result in the relocation of the junior high programs of choice 
that are currently offered there.  Information about this process, as well as a report outlining the closure proposal can 
be found under News and Announcements on www.ecsd.net or directly by clicking here. 
 
Alberta Education requires all school jurisdictions to submit an Annual Education Results Report (AERR) by November 30 
of each year.  Alberta Education implemented a new Assurance Framework replacing the previous Accountability 
Framework.  The Edmonton Catholic School Division’s 2020-2021 AERR Report provides an analysis of results, compares 
provincial and local performance measures, and develops strategies as part of the guidelines and outcomes set by 
Alberta Education’s new Assurance Measures for each of the following domains: Local and Societal Context, Student 
Growth and Achievement, Teaching and Leading, Learning Supports, and Governance. You can read the AERR by clicking 
here.   
 
As I write this final newsletter for 2021, I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis from his Homily on the 
First Sunday of Advent last year: 

Dear brothers and sisters, praying and loving: that is what it means to be watchful. When the Church worships 
God and serves our neighbour, she does not live in the night. However weak and weary, she journeys towards the 
Lord. Let us now call out to him.  Come, Lord Jesus, we need you! Draw close to us. You are the light. Rouse us 
from the slumber of mediocrity; awaken us from the darkness of indifference. Come, Lord Jesus, take our 
distracted hearts and make them watchful. Awaken within us the desire to pray and the need to love. 

 
Have a blessed Advent and a glorious Christmas! 
 
Robert Martin, Chief Superintendent 
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The Legend of the Elderly Grandmother 
A Ukrainian Folk Tale 

Edmonton Catholic School Division 
Parent Newsletters 
 
December 2021 
 
Christ is Born!  Let us Glorify Him! 

It was the night the dear Christ-Child came to Bethlehem. In a country far away from Him, an 
old, old grandmother or “baba” sat in her snug little house by her warm fire. The wind was drifting the 
snow outside and howling down the chimney, but it only made baba’s fire burn more brightly.  

“How glad I am that I may stay indoors,” said baba, holding her hands out to the bright blaze.  
But suddenly she heard a loud rap at her door. She opened it and her candle shone on three old 

men standing outside in the snow. Their beards were as white as the snow, and so long that they 
reached the ground. Their eyes shone kindly in the light of baba’s candle, and their arms were full of 
precious things – boxes of jewels, and sweet-smelling oils, and ointments.  

“We have travelled far, Baba,” they said, “and we stop to tell you of the Baby Prince born this 
night in Bethlehem. He comes to rule the world and teach all men to be loving and true. We carry Him 
gifts. Come with us, Baba.” 

But baba looked at the drifting snow, and then inside at her cozy room and the crackling fire. “It 
is too late for me to go with you, good sirs,” she said, “the weather is too cold.” She went inside again 
and shut the door, and the old men journeyed on to Bethlehem without her. But as baba sat by her fire, 
rocking, she began to think about the Little Christ-Child, for she loved all babies.  

“Tomorrow I will go to find Him,” she said; “tomorrow, when it is light, and I will carry Him some 
toys.” 

So when it was morning baba put on her long cloak and took her staff, and filled her basket with 
the pretty things a baby would like – gold balls and wooden toys – and she set out to find the Christ-
Child.  

But, oh, baba had forgotten to ask the three old men the road to Bethlehem, and they travelled 
so far through the night that she could not overtake them. Up and down the road she hurried, through 
woods and fields and towns, saying to whomsoever she met: “I go to find the Christ-Child. Where does 
He lie? I bring some pretty toys for His sake.” 

But no one could tell her the way to go, and they all said: “Farther on, Baba, farther on.” So she 
travelled on and on and on for years and years – but she never found the little Christ-Child.  

They say that old baba is travelling still, looking for Him. When it comes Christmas Eve, and the 
children are lying fast asleep, baba comes softly through the snowy fields and towns, wrapped in her 
long cloak and carrying her basket on her arm. With her staff she raps gently at the doors and goes 
inside and holds her candle close to the little children's faces.  

“Is He here?” she asks. “Is the little Christ-Child here?” And then she turns sorrowfully away 
again, crying: “Farther on, farther on!” But before she leaves she takes a toy from her basket and lays it 
beside the pillow for a Christmas gift. “For His sake,” she says softly, and then hurries on through the 
years and forever in search of the little Christ-Child. 

Unlike the elderly grandmother – baba, WE KNOW the road to Bethlehem, for today we have 
traveled together with the angels, the wise men and the shepherds to rejoice with Mary and Joseph in 
the birth of the Christ-Child, who came into this world, taking upon Himself flesh, becoming one of us, 
that we may know how precious and loved we are by God. 
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Let us get to know this Christ-Child better – one day at a time, throughout the entire year – by 
being every-more attentive to our relationship with God, to our faith, to our prayer, to our Church, so 
that when our family and friends, our neighbours and our community approach us and ask “Where is 
the Christ-Child?,” we may respond, “Yes, I KHOW HIM! He lives here in my heart, here in my home with 
my family, here in my Church, here in my community. Yes, I know Him very well. Let me tell you about 
Him.” 

And in this way the story of Christmas – of Jesus’ birth, of God’s presence among us – will 
continue to inspire the world, transforming it through peace and love into the Kingdom of God here on 
earth. 

As we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, may Christ, truly bless you and your family 
with peace, love and joy, now and in the New Year! 
 
Christ is Born!  Glorify Him! 
 
Bishop David Motiuk 
Eparchy of Edmonton 
 
 



The Knights of Columbus want your help to 

‘2021 Keep Christ in Christmas’ Poster Contest
Students from Grades 1 to 9 are invited to use whatever medium they 
choose (e.g., paint, crayon, marker, etc.) to create a poster (maximum 
paper size, 11” x 17”) that depicts your concept of ‘Keeping Christ in 
Christmas’. 

‘2021 Make Room at Your Inn’ Challenge
Get together with your family and create an original nativity scene or 
other creative visual display that celebrates the Catholic understanding 
of Christmas. Any material and size can be used to construct the entry. 
You are limited only by your creativity (and craftiness)!!!

   
High definition photographs of your entries for either or both  
activities should be submitted online at family@kofc7599.org no 
later than December 24th, 2021. Please ensure the name of the 
school, name of the student, contact number and email address are 
included with your entry.
Prizes will be given to the top entry in each category Grades- 1 to 3 , 4 to 6, 
& 7 to 9
Questions can be directed to our Council’s Youth Programs Director Jason 
Kalapurakal or Tony Joseph, at family@kofc7599.org.  

Prizes to be awarded based on creativity and relevance to the theme!!!

Proudly presented by
Knights of Columbus Father Bonner Council #7599
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