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A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 

 

God, thank you for a new year. 

As we begin this new year, 

remind us of our truest values and 

our deepest desires. 

Help us to live in the goodness 

that comes from doing what You  

want us to do. 

Help us to put aside anxiety about the future 

 and the past, so that we might live  

in peace with You now, one day at a time. 

~Loyola Press 

 

 

750 Leger Way, Edmonton, AB, T6R 3H4  Phone: (780) 471-4218 Fax: (780) 471-1731 



ST. THOMAS MORE PARISH 

For information about St. Thomas More Parish including Mass times, 

office hours, contacts, and Parish bulletins, please visit the Parish 

website at: https://stm.caedm.ca/ 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE UPDATE 

 

Thank you to our AJM community for their participation and generosity during our 

Christmas social justice activities. Through our cereal drive we were able to collect 377 

boxes of cereal to donate to two schools within Edmonton Catholic! 

Our annual elementary “Break a Rule” and junior high “Dream Builders” events were very 

successful fundraisers this year! Thank you to the teachers, students and families for 

participating and having fun with these activities. We raised $2761.15 and all funds will go 

to the ECS Foundation!  

It was wonderful to reboot our Elves of Edmonton AJM tradition this year! Both the grade 

8s and 9s were able to participate and we were able to form a partnership with a new 

school within our Division. Much hope and joy was delivered to this school through the 

gifts and well wishes that our students offered them. We hope that our own students 

appreciated the event just as much. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://stm.caedm.ca/
https://www.ecsfoundation.ca/


ARCHBISHOP JOSEPH MACNEIL OPEN HOUSES 

You are invited! 

 

Our open houses will take 

place virtually this year. A 

link to the events will be 

put on our website. Please 

let any friends or family 

who may be interested 

know about the events. We 

will also post information 

about our programs as well 

as links to register on the 

website. We thank you for 

your support.  

 

Virtual Kindergarten 

Open House January 

27th, 2021 

 

Virtual Junior High 

Open House February 

10th, 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ecsd.net/1026/page/1960/come-to-our-open-house


  JUNIOR HIGH OPTIONS SEMESTER CHANGE FEBRUARY 1st  

The last day of semester one options is January 31st for our Junior High students. The second 

semester options will begin on February 1st.  

BENEFITS FROM WALKING TO SCHOOL 

Walking to school has tremendous benefits for our students and the community. We would like 

to encourage our students to walk to school if they are able to do so. It enables children to 

incorporate physical activity before and after school and it improves concentration during the 

day. It can also benefit our mental health. 

 

In addition to the physical and mental health benefits, walking to school contributes to less 

traffic congestion, safer streets, and a stronger sense of community. 

 

We understand that not all students are able to walk to school, but we would like to encourage 

those who can, do so. For more information about the benefits of walking to school as well as 

some safety considerations, please visit:  https://shapeab.com/studies-media/  

 

ROAD SAFETY 

For the safety of our students, please obey all traffic laws when dropping off and picking up 

your children at school. There is no parking in the bus zones. When parking on residential 

streets, please be mindful and respectful of the homeowners. Do not block their driveways 

and be aware of any signage indicating parking restrictions. Avoid parking in cul-de-sacs due to 

their limited space. 

 

DO NOT LEAVE YOUR CAR UNATTENDED IN THE ROUNDABOUT. The roundabout is a 

pickup/drop-off zone only. A staff member will ask you to move your vehicle if you park it in 

the roundabout as parking in this area causes traffic jams and becomes a safety concern for 

students and staff. 

 

DO NOT DROP-OFF OR PARK IN THE STAFF PARKING LOT. This is a safety concern as students 

walk between moving vehicles. It is also a consideration for staff. A staff member will remind 

you not to come into the staff parking lot should you decide to do so. 

 

WALK OR RIDE THE BUS TO SCHOOL. Students who live within our catchment area either are 

close enough to walk or qualify for bussing. Using these methods of transportation would 

significantly reduce the amount of traffic in the mornings and after school. 

https://shapeab.com/studies-media/


SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL (SAC) 

We would like to thank the SAC for their continued support of our 

school. All the students and staff received a pancake breakfast thanks 

to the effort of our parent community. We appreciate it! 

 

The next SAC meeting will be held virtually on Wednesday, January 

26th at 7:00 p.m. As always, parents and guardians are encouraged to attend. A link to the 

meeting will be provided on the agenda that is emailed out prior to the meeting. It can also be 

found on the AJM website. 

 

MAVERICK’S ATHLETICS 

Congratulations to Ms. Sekulic and the Senior Boys Volleyball team on coming second in 

Division 1. This is only the second time in AJM history that the Senior Boys Volleyball team 

made the Division 1 City Championships! Congratulations to the team and thank you for a 

wonderful season!  

 

Congratulations to Mr. Fairfield, Ms. Wheat, Mr. Shinkaruk, Miss Schwartz and Mrs. Porter and 

their teams on their great Volleyball seasons!  

 

Junior High Basketball Intramurals will be starting toward the end of January. Sign-up sheets 

will be posted on the gym doors in January! Make sure to listen to the announcements to keep 

up to date! 

 
FOLLOW AJM ON INSTAGRAM 

 

  

 

@ARCHBISHOPJOSEPHMACNEILSCHOOL 

 

https://dailydesignidea.wordpress.com/2012/02/16/your-next-thank-you-note/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Instagram_logo_2016.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


IMPORTANT DATES 

 

Jan 10 Classes Resume  

Jan 26 SAC Meeting 7 p.m. 

Jan 27 Kindergarten Open House 

Jan 28 Theme Day—Tropical Day 

Jan 31 JH Last Day of Semester 1 Options 
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May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,  
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Romans 15:13 
 
This scripture passage provides us with good food for thought on a few different levels as we begin the new year. It is 
taken from Paul’s letter to the Romans and reminds us that ours is a God of hope. As we finish out the Christmas season, 
we need to keep our eyes upon the gift that was given to us in the Christ child. He is a gift of God’s unending love for us, 
and the surety of that love brings us great hope and endurance, even in the most challenging times. The larger passage 
that this scripture comes from is a call to harmonious living. It is a call for us to be a welcoming people who build each 
other up and is a lovely attitude for us to embrace as we begin 2022 and approach the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity (January 18-25).  
 
This calendar year has certainly not begun in the way that we had anticipated. One of the many lessons that we have 
learned in the face of COVID-19 is that we need to be ever more nimble and responsive to the constantly changing 
landscape of this public health crisis. Our commitment to you is that we will continue to keep you updated as events 
evolve. There are several ways that we send out information. You can follow us on social media (Twitter, Facebook, and 
Instagram), you can check our website, www.ecsd.net, and from SWIFT K-12, our messaging system. Our Back To School 
Plan is updated regularly on our public website. We will have an update of the most current measures in place by 
January 7 in preparation for students returning to learning on January 10. 
 
During this first week of January, we are preparing for the deployment of the rapid test kits and facemasks that are 
being provided to us by the government. It is so important that families use the rapid tests to monitor the health of 
students, particularly if they are symptomatic. We must all work together to keep COVID-19 out of our schools and 
preserve in-person learning. We will share any information that we receive with respect to masks and testing as it is 
made available to us. 
 
The new year marks the beginning of registration season. For families who are joining our Division for the first time, or 
who are transitioning to a new school, there are several ways that you can explore your options. Our Locate a School 
tool helps you to find your designated school based on your address or by the program that you are interested in. Each 
school website offers a more detailed look at their community. Finally, our schools will be hosting virtual Open Houses 
this year to support families who are transitioning to a new school. Watch the banner on ecsd.net in the upcoming 
weeks for a complete listing of our Open Houses.  
 
As a bookend to the scripture that I began this article with, I offer you a thought from Pope Francis on World Day of 
Peace: “All can work together to build a more peaceful world, starting from the hearts of individuals and relationships in 
the family, then within society and with the environment, and all the way up to relationships between peoples and 
nations.” (Pope Francis, Twitter, 01/01/22) 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

http://www.ecsd.net/
https://www.ecsd.net/page/7013/back-to-school-plan-for-the-2021-2022-school-year
https://www.ecsd.net/page/7013/back-to-school-plan-for-the-2021-2022-school-year
https://www.ecsd.net/page/6833/locate-a-school
http://www.ecsd.net/


The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 
asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising and have 

come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They 

told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of 
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my 

people Israel.’” Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have 

found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage” (Matthew 2:1-12). 

From the Gospel of Matthew, we hear this remarkable story of the Wise Men who observe his 
star and overwhelmed with joy, set out to encounter Jesus for the first time. Like the Wise Men, 
the Feast of the Epiphany awakens in us a glow from the celebrations of Christmas; of our 
encounters with the Christ Jesus who brings good news to the afflicted; binds the brokenhearted; 
proclaims liberty to captives; freedom to prisoners; peace to nations; and light to the darkness.  

As we approach this New Year, each day will give us an opportunity to celebrate life, to share 
love, to enkindle hope. It will provide new occasions for service to others, for compassion and 
understanding, for listening and learning. Each day will bring a challenge to each of us; to take 
what we have experienced, what we have been gifted, and to intentionally work to complete His 
mission: to re-create the face of the earth into a world where all human life is defended, where 
the poor and outcast are welcome, where the hungry are fed, where the naked are clothed, 
where the sick and suffering are healed, and where all can come to know God's unconditional 
love and forgiveness.  

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All 
the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates 
the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will 
say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and 
you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it 

that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we 
saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or 
in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of 

these who are members of my family, you did it to me” (Matthew 25. 31-40). 

Just as we were called to sing out for joy with the Christmas angels, so too, are we called to be, 
in our own time, His magi, and His star. 

 

Sandra Talarico 
Manager, Religious Education Services 
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