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On September 29th, students were asked to 
wear orange to recognize Orange Shirt Day 
which is a day to reflect on the legacy of 
residential schools and honour the survivors 
and children who never got to go home. It is 
observed on September 30th each year 
because that is the day that many Indigenous 
children were forcibly removed from their 
families and communities. September 30th is 
now commemorated as a federal holiday 
called National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation. It is a day to honour survivors, 
their families and their communities.  

The picture to the left is of an art installation 
that was created by a grade 8 student and 
her stepfather. Her stepfather was placed in a 
residential school at the age of 10. This 
artwork encourages us to reflect on the 
impact of the finding of unmarked graves 
over the past year and of the long-lasting 

effects of residential school on the Indigenous communities. 
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For each new morning with its light, 

For rest and shelter of the night, 

For health and food, 

For love and friends, 

For everything Thy goodness sends. 

~Ralph Waldo Emerson 

COVID-19 Information 

We are monitoring all positive tests that are reported to us by parents and we are following all 
the protocols in place at the school level to ensure a safe learning space for your children.   
  
Many questions you may have might be answered in the ECSD Back to School Plan which, 
along with other helpful resources, can be found on the Division website. We encourage you 
to take some time to look over these resources if you have not already.  
  
At this time, there is no plan to pivot to an online learning platform. Learning will continue to 
be offered in-person. For those students isolating due to positive results and/or illnesses, 
assignments will be offered on the Google Classroom for your child to access while they are at 
home. Illnesses are being treated much like they were pre-covid which means that students 
may receive some assignments to do while they are sick via Google Classroom, or they may 
catch up on missing assignments when they return to school. The priority for children who are 
sick at home is to rest and get better. AJM is not offering a full online curriculum for students 
who are staying home when ill.  

COVID-19 Daily Health Screening  

Parents play a crucial role in helping us keep our students and staff safe. We remind you to 
keep your children home when they are sick. It is important that you complete the Daily 
Screening Questionnaire before sending your children to school. Please note the addition of 
household contacts to the Screening Questionnaire (#1). Thank you for your support in 
keeping our community safe and healthy. 

Student Handbook 

The AJM Student Handbook is posted on our school website. Please take some time to read 
this document as it contains important information regarding daily routines and procedures as 
well as general information about student learning at AJM. The handbook can also be found in 
the elementary student agendas, however, please note that the agendas were printed prior to 
a school calendar. Refer to the calendar on the school website for accurate dates. 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/7013/back-to-school-plan-for-the-2021-2022-school-year
https://www.ecsd.net/_ci/p/34430
https://www.ecsd.net/_ci/p/34430
https://www.ecsd.net/1026/page/10166/student-agenda


School Safety Drills 

Within Edmonton Catholic School Division, the safety of our students is always a top priority. If 
there is an emergency situation at the school, check the school website to stay informed and 
receive timely information. We need to keep phone lines available at the school during an 
emergency, so we ask that you do not call the school.  This will enable the staff at the school 
to keep in touch with emergency providers and Division personnel. Thank you for your support 
and help in ensuring our students remain safe. 
 
Our school practiced the first 3 of 6 Fire Drills planned for this year. They were completed in a 
successful manner as our students and staff exited the building in a timely and safe fashion. In 
addition to fire drills, our school will also be practicing lockdowns throughout the course of the 
year.  

 
Road Safety 

For the safety of our students, please obey all traffic laws when dropping off and picking up 
your children at school. There is no parking in the bus zones. When parking on residential 
streets, please be mindful and respectful of the homeowners. Do not block their driveways 
and be aware of any signage indicating parking restrictions. Avoid parking in cul-de-sacs due to 
their limited space. 

 
DO NOT LEAVE YOUR CAR UNATTENDED IN THE ROUNDABOUT. The roundabout is a 
pickup/drop-off zone only. A staff member will ask you to move your vehicle if you park it in 
the roundabout as parking in this area causes traffic jams and becomes a safety concern for 
students and staff. 

 

DO NOT PARK OR DROP-OFF IN THE STAFF PARKING LOT. This is a safety concern as students 
walk between moving vehicles. It is also a consideration for staff. 

 
Playground Use Before and After School 

Although we love to see children moving and having fun in the playground, it is closed before 
and after school to avoid the mixing of cohorts. According the updated COVID-19 safety 
measures in the Back to School Plan, cohorting for students in 100 Voices to Grade 6 is 
required outdoors and during recess. Please remind your children not to play in the 
playground before and after school. 

Your Child’s Safety 

For each child’s protection and safety, we ask that you please inform us if you are 
making alternate plans for your child’s pick up from school. 

https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FCovid%2D19%2FECSD%20Back%20to%20School%20Plan%20%2D%20Updated%20September%2023%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FOur%20Division%2FCovid%2D19&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9lZG1vbnRvbmNhdGhvbGljc2Nob29scy5zaGFyZXBvaW50LmNvbS86Yjovcy9QdWJsaWNXZWJzaXRlRmlsZXMvRWRuNm9ibFprYnhPdWlPbGMzckg2V3dCWjNTVlU1ZDdMZ3h0bHlQYjRsNURmUT9ydGltZT1FVW04UXFPQzJVZw


If legal restraints are in place to restrict access to your child at school, it is the responsibility of 
each parent to inform us and provide original copies of your agreement and/or court order. 

Please contact the school office 780 471-4218 if you would like us to check the documentation 
in your child’s file or to update the information. 

 
Students Arriving Late 

All students need to check into the office via the front entrance when they are late. 
 
Student Medical Alert 

Please be sure to update medical information for anyone with allergies or medical conditions 
with the office ASAP.  
 
School Start-Up 

Our school year is off to a busy start. The halls are alive and our students are excited to be 
reunited with friends. Our present enrolment is 656 students in Kindergarten through grade 
nine.  

 
PowerSchool Login 

If you have not received your Parent Portal Login for access to Parent PowerSchool, please 
contact the office as we would like you to be signed up ASAP. You will need to sign up in 
order to view your child’s Report cards and to verify your registration information. 

 
School Fees 

School fees are now active in PowerSchool. Please make your payment by October 20th. 
 
Registration Verification 

If you have not yet completed the yearly Registration Verification form for your child on 
PowerSchool, please do so as soon as possible. Instructions for how to do so were sent via 
email. It is very important that we have your current information on file. 
 
St. Thomas More Parish 
For up to date parish information: https://stm.caedm.ca/   
 
 
 
 

https://stm.caedm.ca/


Terry Fox Run  
 

We are excited to announce that our school took part in the 2021 Terry Fox 
School Run, on September 23rd. While this year’s event looked a little different 
from previous years, we are happy to share that we still had an excellent 
outdoor run. We are grateful for the strength of our school community in 
supporting of one of our greatest Canadian heroes, Terry Fox. We have 
surpassed our $3000 goal - now approaching $5000. Total funds raised and 

kilometers ran will be announced the first week of October, along with the T-shirt winners! 
Amazing work, AJM! 

Read-In Week - October 4-8th, 2021 

We love to read at AJM and that’s why we celebrate ‘Read-In Week’. This year’s theme is To Each 
Their Own Story. 
 

We are excited to welcome some special guests for Read-in Week. Paula Simons, Mark 
Connolly, Rakhi Pancholi and the administration team from MMM are some of the readers we 
will welcome. Due to Covid-19 constraints, the readings will be done virtually. Students will be 
able to watch the reader from the safety of their classroom seats. Our grade 6 students are also 
creating Reader’s Theater videos to share with the school. 
 
Thanksgiving Celebration – October 8 @ 12:35 p.m. 

AJM students will be participating in a virtual Thanksgiving 
celebration on October 8th at 12:35 p.m. in their classrooms 
this year.   
  
We are happy to be collecting much needed food donations 
for the Edmonton Food Bank this Thanksgiving season. We 
encourage students to bring in donations to their homeroom 
teachers through the week of Monday, October 4th to Friday, 
October 8th. A list of the Food Bank’s most needed items can 
be found at the end of this newsletter. 
  
We are hoping to fill 5 large donation boxes in the gathering area to help families in need. We 
thank you in advance for your generosity and wish you all a very safe and happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Assessment and Reporting 

In Edmonton Catholic Schools, reporting of student progress is ongoing and can be accessed 
by parents using PowerSchool. For detailed information about Assessment and Reporting 
please visit the following resources: https://www.ecsd.net/page/17855/assessment 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/17855/assessment


 
Here is a short video that will teach you how to see your child’s ongoing learning: 
https://youtu.be/3PH3N0tiVuw  
 
Parent Concerns 
 
At AJM, we want families to feel welcome to share their ideas and voice their concerns. 
Edmonton Catholic Schools recognizes the freedom of all members of the school community 
(students, staff, parents and neighbours) to voice their concerns in an appropriate manner to 
the appropriate school personnel. 
 
The principle of “first contact” needs to be followed. This means that the person who has the 
concern, has the responsibility to address the concern directly with those persons with whom 
they have the concern before taking it elsewhere. If resolution is not found, the next step is to 
involve school administration.  

 

Precious Belongings, Phones and Personal Devices 

Students are strongly discouraged from bringing non-essential games, music players or 
precious personal items to school and do so, solely, at their own risk. Students are welcome to 
bring personal devices such as phones and laptops for classroom use but must follow 
procedures outlined in the student handbook and by their teachers.  Although we are always 
concerned about theft, extensive time will not be invested in looking for these missing items. 
Each classroom teacher has the discretion to set their own classroom rules about the use of 
devices in class. After a single warning for misuse, the student device will be taken to the 
office where the student may retrieve it at the end of the day. A second misuse will result in a 
request that it be picked up at the school office by a parent. Repeated misuse may result in 
the loss of privileges for the student for a timeframe determined by the school administration. 

 
Follow AJM on Instagram 

 
 

 @ARCHBISHOPJOSEPHMACNEILSCHOOL 

Student Teachers 

In October, AJM will welcome one student teacher from the University of Alberta who will be 
completing their Advanced Field Experience.  We will welcome three more student teachers on 
November 1st who will be completing their Introductory Field Experiences. 

 

https://youtu.be/3PH3N0tiVuw
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Instagram_logo_2016.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Individualized Program Plans 

For detailed information about Individualized Program Plans (IPPs) please visit the Division 
website: https://www.ecsd.net/page/17886/what-is-an-individualized-program-plan-ipp  

 

Important Dates 

 
October 4-8  Read-in Week 
October 8  Thanksgiving Celebration (virtual) 
October 11  Thanksgiving Day; No School 
October 18  Staff Faith Development Day; No School 
October 29  Halloween Celebrations at School 
October 31  Halloween  

 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/17886/what-is-an-individualized-program-plan-ipp
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October 2021                       God is good, all the time.   

All the time, God is good. 
 
A few years ago at our Father Michael “Catfish” Mireau Youth Faith Day, the presenter introduced our young 
people to the greeting and response above.  The premise is simple.  When someone says to you “ God is good, 
all the time,” your response is a confirmation that, “All the time, God is good.”  I found this to be a very 
powerful and uplifting statement of faith that has stayed with me.  At its heart, this couplet is an expression of 
gratitude for the amazing presence of God in our lives at all times.  Whether I share the exchange with others 
or I say it to myself, I know that I have so much to be grateful for because of the abundant love of our God! 
 
Every year, we ask our parents, students, and staff, for their opinions on many aspects of our schools and 
Division.  This is important because you help us to know what your experiences are so that we can provide an 
even better Catholic education for your children.  You will notice that you are being sent requests to 
participate in more surveys and/or focus groups moving forward.  Please take the time to fill surveys out and 
consider lending your voice to focus groups.  The voices of our parents and guardians are so important in our 
commitment to continuous growth. 
 
The Edmonton municipal election takes place on October 18.  Although there is no class for students, our staff 
will be participating in our annual Faith Development Day.  Growing together in faith is at the heart of our 
Division, and our staff will take the important opportunity to engage in liturgy and learning.  If you haven’t 
already had the opportunity, please take a few minutes and watch the video ECSD Staff Social Justice Project 
to take a look at how our staff began the 2021-22 school year through acts of service to the community. 
 
As we continue to ponder our theme for the year, God Calls Us Each By Name, I share this thought from our 
Holy Father:  “(The) Lord looks at each of us personally and asks: ‘Who am I – in fact – for you?’ This question, 
addressed to each of us, calls for more than a quick answer straight out of the catechism; it requires a vital, 
personal response.”(Pope Francis, 09/12/21) 
 
Have a blessed Thanksgiving, filled with gratitude for the abundance that our gracious God has shared with us! 
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

https://youtu.be/8yt80HyUkWs


Rose Prince, Residential School Survivor and Future Saint
By Fr. Glenn McDonald, CSB

The sad truth of the Catholic Church’s participation in the
Residential School System has shaken the faith of many families and
teachers. As a chaplain with Edmonton Catholic Schools, people pull
me aside, tell me of their distress and ask, “How do we respond to
this? Where do we go from here?”

In times of turmoil such as these, God has often responded by
calling forth a new saint to heal and guide the Church towards greater
holiness. I would like to introduce you to someone whom I believe
will be Canada’s next saint.

Rose Prince (1915-1949) was the third of nine children of
Jean-Marie and Agathe Prince. She entered the Lejac Residential School near Fraser Lake, BC at
age seven with several of her siblings. Despite the terrible hardships she suffered, Rose Prince
became a model of humility, gentleness and prayer. When she was sixteen, her mother and two
youngest sisters died of influenza. Heartbroken, she decided to remain at the residential school to
care for other children. Mysteriously, God kept Rose Prince’s holiness a secret. She died on
August 19, 1949, at the age of 34, from tuberculosis.

Two years after her death, her body was discovered to be incorrupt — a traditional sign
of sanctity. In 1990, an annual pilgrimage to her grave, which is located on the former site of the
Lejac residential school, began.

I have no doubt in my mind that Rose Prince is a saint, but we must interpret her life
correctly before God will grant a miracle in her name and make her a formally recognized saint:
God made Rose Prince holy in spite of the Residential School System. God kept His holy Rose
hidden until the Church could see the tragic truth of her life and that of her people.

Scholar Emma Anderson writes, “The strong biblical overtones of Rose’s [life] prompts
us to recall the inversion that lies at the heart of the Christian message: the promise that...the last
shall be first.”1

The journey of truth and reconciliation is difficult and painful, but God has placed a saint
on our path. Rose Prince is ready to help us reconcile, if we are open to the truth of her life.

If you would like to receive a Rose Prince prayer card, feel free to contact me at:
glenn.mcdonald@ecsd.net.

1 Anderson, Emma. “Residential School Saint: The Life, Death, and Turbulent Afterlife of Rose Prince of the Carrier Nation.” Church History
89, no. 3 (2020): 592–632.
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