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Contacting the Instructor: 
Ms. Olsen teaches part-time at Mac and will usually only be at the school for Block 4. 
Students may contact Mrs. Olsen through email or arrange to see her by making an 
appointment using the contact information below. Parents are also welcome to contact Ms. 
Olsen using this contact information: 

780-982-8611 
Lyndsey.Olsen@ecsd.net 

 
I. Focus 
Choral Music is a course which is inherently focused on making music as an ensemble. 
Outcomes are both individual and ensemble-based. The primary goal is to sing beautifully as 
a choir while increasing each singer’s vocal abilities and musicianship skills.  
  
This course integrates performing, listening, creating, researching, and valuing. Through 
meaningful musical experiences in each of these areas, students’ musical development 
includes growth not only as musicians, but also as performers, listeners, evaluators, 
consumers, historians, and composers. These experiences are also intended to foster a 
positive attitude and appreciation for choral music, and indeed, all music. 
 
This course addresses the basic musical concepts of rhythm, melody, harmony, form and 
expression through student-led and repertoire-based instruction in vocal, aural, and 
theoretical/practical skills, as well as opportunities to develop interpretive and composition 
skills. These curricular components culminate with the performance of high quality repertoire 
from a wide variety of genres. 
 
II. Course Outline 
For detailed descriptions of the skills studied at Level IV (Grade 10) refer to the Senior High 
School Music Teacher Resource Manual 1991 for Choral Music 10-20-30, pages 6-15. For 
an overview of the specific skills introduced at the Grade 10 level, see Page 19 of the 
Manual. The minimum requirements for a 3-credit program are indicated in the guide with an 
eighth note symbol; 5-credit students will study all skills listed in the overview. 
 
Since the course for 3-credit students is a shorter term, the number and length of some of 
the assignments may be adjusted. There may also be fewer concert and festival 
performances as well as fewer repertoire-related assessment and homework/practice 
assignments. However, because the classes are combined for performances and run 
concurrently, students will perform the same repertoire in both the 3-credit and 5-credit 
classes and, therefore, theory and performance expectations would remain the same for the 
repertoire studied during the course. 
 



 
 

Major Components 
1. Vocal Technique 

a. Posture 
b. Pitch accuracy 
c. Audiation 
d. Respiration 
e. Diction 
f. Resonance 
g. Expression 
h. Articulation 

2. Ensemble Performance 
a. Balance 
b. Musical sensitivity 
c. Stylistic interpretation 
d. Stage presentation 

3. Theory 
a. Solfege 
b. Sight singing 
c. Ear training 
d. Scales 
e. Intervals 
f. Rhythm 
g. Music Literacy 
h. Harmony 

4. Listening 
a. Enjoyment 
b. Critical analysis (style, 

purpose, form) 
c. Application of theoretical 

concepts 
d. Information and opinions 

Supportive Components 
1. Creating 

a. Composition 
b. Harmonization 
c. Improvisation 

2. Researching 
a. History 
b. Repertoire 
c. Techniques 
d. Styles 
e. Musical periods 

3. Valuing 
a. Aesthetics 
b. Popular vs. traditional 
c. Purpose and audience 
d. Historical function 

 

 
III. Student Guidelines 
A. Expectations of students 

1. Attendance and Tardiness 
● Students will attend all scheduled classes and extra rehearsals (PLTs, etc.).   
● All students must participate in all scheduled performances and concerts throughout 

the year. Concerts are considered to be performance exams and will be recorded 
and assessed by the teacher. Students who cannot attend should let the instructor 
know well in advance; these students will be expected to make alternate 
arrangements for performance evaluation with the instructor. 

● Medical and dental appointments should, wherever possible, be made outside of 
class time. Unexcused absences will be reflected in the grades received. A note or 
phone call from a parent/guardian to student services is required for all absences. 



The note must be turned in to the office to change the unexcused absence to an 
excused absence. Attendance is very important and poor attendance will result in 
poor grades. 

● Students are responsible for any work missed while away. 
● Students will be prompt to class. Tardiness will be recorded and will be reflected in 

the grades received.   
 
2. Missed Exams and Assignments  

● If a student is ill on the day of an exam or the due date of a major evaluation, it is the 
student’s responsibility to see Ms. Olsen on the day of return to see if and when it is 
possible to take a make-up. Absences must be verified with a note from a parent.   

● No penalty will be assessed for exams or assignments missed due to an excused 
absence.   

 
3. Homework and Assignments 

● All students are expected to devote a reasonable amount of time to practicing singing 
vocal exercises and repertoire. Regular practice is recommended as it is the only 
way to develop the physical and aural skills required to perform at higher levels. 

● All theory and research assignments must be completed and handed in on time. 
Students will be given an opportunity to redo assignments one time in order to 
achieve mastery.   

 
4. Materials   
 Materials required:   

● Pencil 
● Music folder (provided by school) 

Students will bring a pencil and the required materials (folder, repertoire music, etc.) 
to each class.  

● Black concert dress (for performances only) 
 

5. Textbooks 
● Successful Sight Singing Book 1  
● Theory workbook 
● Repertoire: all of the repertoire forms the bulk of the “textbook” for this course 

 
6. Behaviour and Participation 

● Students are expected to participate in a cooperative manner in all classroom 
activities and to attempt to sing all exercises. 

● Students are expected to remain on task and to refrain from disrupting the class by 
talking or engaging in other disruptive activities. 

● Students must keep phones put away unless asked to use them. 
● Students are expected to participate in all concerts and festival performances. 
● Students are expected to take their own notes during lectures and class discussions. 
● As Catholic educators, teachers will respect the dignity and inestimable value of each 

individual; students are to show the same respect for others in the class. 
● Verbal and physical abuse will not be tolerated. 
● It is the students’ responsibility to make an appointment with the instructor to discuss 

any difficulty that they are having with any section of the course.  



 
B. Evaluation of students 
Much of the evaluation in music is subjective and is as much dependent on attitude and 
participation as upon technical skill and theoretical knowledge. Attitude is reflected in 
attendance, punctuality, treatment of equipment, respect for others, participation in 
rehearsals and concerts, etc. Knowledge and skills are assessed through formative 
(ongoing) observation as well as summative tests to evaluate students on their singing, aural 
skills, and theoretical knowledge. Students are expected to mark their music and know the 
terms and theoretical concepts that relate to the music studied in class.  
 
Numerical grades will be determined as follows: 
 
Attendance and Participation        25%  
 
Performance Skills (ensemble) 
(vocal technique, pitch accuracy, expression)     35% 
 
Musicianship (individual) 
(sight-singing, ear training, expressive interpretation)    10% 
 
History, Theory, Genre Study, and Composition     15% 
 
Reflections, Concert Reviews, and Program Notes     15% 
 
The weight and number of assignments may vary according to the course content for that 
term. 
 
Only the following will appear for a student on an assignment in a course: 

1. a numeric value 
2. “√” [Green “check mark”] This indicates an assignment has been received. 
3. Late “L” (Red “L”) This indicates that the assignment has not been turned in on 

time. No change to the course grade will result. 
4. Exempt “EX” (Grey “EX”) This is used for all items that are not to be included in 

that student’s grade calculation (see disclaimer). No change to the course grade will 
result. 

5. Missing “M” (Tan “M”) The student has missed an assessment but has the 
opportunity to complete the required work. The work will be evaluated when 
submitted according to a timeline set up in consultation between the student and the 
teacher. This code will calculate as a zero until the code has been replaced with a 
numeric value. 

Please Note: 
A wide range of assessment information is used in the development of a student’s final 
grade. At Archbishop MacDonald High School, individualized assessments provide 
specific information regarding student progress and overall performance in class. Student 
assessment may vary from student to student to adapt to differences in student needs, 
learning styles, preferences, and paces. It should be noted that not all assignments are 



used to determine the final grade, and that scale factors may have been used to 
determine the weight of individual assignments. 
 

École Archbishop MacDonald High School Academic Honesty and  Academic 
Integrity Code of Conduct  

Academic Honesty is a reflective practice; whereby students connect their understanding 
of academically honest practices into the demonstration of those practices in their work. 
Students must read, understand and act in accordance with the Academic Honesty Policy 
of Archbishop MacDonald High School, which will be posted on the website and 
embedded in the course outlines. 
It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that all work submitted is authentic in all 
respects. 
Work submitted is inclusive of written, oral, creative or other forms of assessment for a 
course. 
A student must be aware of and purposefully ensure that they are demonstrating 
appropriate academic behaviours as it relates to: 

 

Plaigarism This is defined as the representation of the ideas or work of 
another person as the  [student’s] own. 

Collusion This is defined as supporting malpractice by allowing another 
student to submit work completed by you; or submitting another 
[student’s] work as your own. 

Misconduct This is defined as the use of unauthorized communication of any 
form during an assessment. 

Duplication of Work This is defined as the presentation of the same work for different 
assessment components. 

Inappropriate 
Communication of 
Information 

This is defined as the communication of assessment information 
to [students] who have yet to complete a similar assessment; or 
requesting others [students] to divulge information about an 
upcoming assessment that may provide the [student] with an 
unfair advantage. 

 
 
 
Consequences 
Students are expected to value the attitudes and skills of being a principled communicator 
in all learning and assessment. Consequences for those who compromise the academic 
honesty and integrity policy to gain an advantage are listed below. 



The administration [Grade Coordinator] in conjunction with the teacher, from whose class 
the offence occurred, has the authority to impose one or more of the following 
consequences.  

● A comment referring to the student’s lack of academic honesty will be reported on 
the student’s records. 

● A zero will be awarded for that particular assignment/exam.   
● All extracurricular involvement may be suspended until the protocol reaches its 

logical conclusion.  
● Students reported and recorded with an incident of academic misconduct will be 

monitored during the school year. 
● In addition to the above sanctions, the administration [grade coordinator], has the 

authority to impose one or more of the following:  
● Suspension  
● Expulsion   

 
 
 


