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I. Aims of IB Literature 
 

1. Enable students to: 
 

a. engage with a range of texts, in a variety of media and forms, from different 
periods, styles, and cultures 

b. develop skills in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing, presenting and 
performing 

c. develop skills in interpretation, analysis and evaluation 
d. develop sensitivity to the formal and aesthetic qualities of texts and an 

appreciation of how they contribute to diverse responses and open up multiple 
meanings 

e. develop an understanding of relationships between texts and a variety of 
perspectives, cultural contexts, and local and global issues, and an appreciation 
of how they contribute to diverse responses and open up multiple meanings 

f. develop an understanding of the relationships between studies in language and 
literature and other disciplines 

g. communicate and collaborate in a confident and creative way 
h. foster a lifelong interest in and enjoyment of language and literature. 
i. A balanced evaluation includes adjusting and varying assignments consistent 

with IB standards including bases of inquiry expected in Theory of Knowledge 
and Approaches to Learning (TOK and AOL) with a strong CAS involvement. 

 
 The IB A-1 English curriculum is covered in 2 years, through 2 five credit (20IB, 

30IB) and one 3 credit (Works in Translation) classes.  Students will focus 
exclusively on literary texts, adopting a variety of approaches to textual 
criticism. Students explore the nature of literature, the aesthetic function of 
literary language and textuality, and the relationship between literature and 
the world.  The evaluation criteria for the students’ IB assessment are 
independent of their Alberta Education mark. 

 
II. Organization – General Outcomes for Alberta Learning 
 

Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to: 
a.   explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences 
b.  comprehend literature and other texts in oral, print, visual and 
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multimedia forms and respond personally, critically and 
creatively 

c.   manage ideas and information 
d.  create oral, print, visual and multimedia texts, and enhance 

the clarity and artistry of communication 
e.   respect, support and collaborate with others 

 
III. Assessment Objectives of a Differentiated Curriculum: 

IB Language A1: Literature HL 
 
1. Know, understand and interpret: 

• a range of texts, works and/or performances, and their meanings and 
implications 

• contexts in which texts are written and/or received 
• elements of literary, stylistic, rhetorical, visual and/or performance craft 
• features of particular text types and literary forms. 

2. Analyse and evaluate: 
• ways in which the use of language creates meaning 
• uses and effects of literary, stylistic, rhetorical, visual or theatrical techniques 
• relationships among different texts 
• ways in which texts may offer perspectives on human concerns. 

3. Communicate 
• ideas in clear, logical and persuasive ways 
• in a range of styles, registers and for a variety of purposes and situations 
• (for literature and performance only) ideas, emotion, character and atmosphere 

through performance. 
 

Areas of 
Exploration 

Approach Works Yr 

Readers, writers 
and texts 

This area of exploration asks and looks at the ways 
in which literary texts are produced, read, 
interpreted, responded to and performed, and 
explores the role of literature.  In it, students will 
be developing the skills and approaches required 
to engage with how meaning is created in texts.  
Students will be attentive to the words on the 
page, the literal meaning of words, the type of 
literary work being read, the themes, characters, 
setting, word choice and stylistic features. 

Answering 
Back 

Night 
A Doll’s 

House 
Dillard 

Essays 
Duffy 

Poetry 

1 
 
1 
2 
 
2 
 
2 

Time and Space This area of exploration considers how a literary 
text interacts with the context in which it is 
produced and received.  In it, students will be 
developing skills and approaches required to 
explore how texts are affected by a wide variety 
of factors such as the life of the author, the times 
the author lived in, and the way the context of 

Akutagawa 
stories 

The Visit 
Antigone 
Death of a 

Salesman 

1 
 
1 
1 
2 
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reception and the work impact each other.  
Students will look at how the works they are 
reading represent, reflect, and become part of life 
and culture 

Intertextuality: 
connecting texts 

This area of exploration focuses on the 
connections between and among diverse literary 
texts, traditions, creators and ideas.  In it, 
students will develop skills and approaches 
required to compare and contrast texts in order to 
gain a deeper understanding of the unique 
characteristics of texts and the interesting 
connections between them. Students will look at 
how texts affect each other, and the wide range of 
ways texts can be connected and grouped. 

V for 
Vendetta 

Hagseed 
The 

Tempest 
Blood 

Relations 

1 
 
1 
 
2 
2 
 

 
IV. Student Guidelines for Quarterly 
 

1. Expectations of students 
a) Attendance 

i) must be regular – office communication is required for all absences – 
students are responsible for any work missed while away 

ii) Students who have potential illness or answer yes to the COVID 19 
Safety Screening questionnaire are required to stay home - students are 
responsible for any work missed while away 

b) Pacing 
i) Students will notice a significant increase in workload. The term is 

condensed into 8 weeks with longer classes and daily homework (1-2 
hours per night). Students will be expected to be diligent to stay on 
schedule and accommodations will be limited by the strict timeframe. 
Students should expect one major summative assessment per week. 

c) Assessments 
i) Students are responsible to ensure they are present for all assessments. 

An assessment schedule will be provided by the teacher and strict 
adherence is necessary in order to maintain pace in the course. 

d) Creative Work 
i) Students are encouraged to enhance their skills and submit work to the 

school newspaper and to prepare manuscripts for literary competitions 
e) Behavior 

i) As Catholic educators, teachers will respect the dignity and inestimable 
value of each individual; students are to show the same respect to 
others in the class. 

ii) Students should self-advocate if they are experiencing struggles so 
appropriate support can be given.  

f) Homework and Assignments 
i) work is to be conscientiously and carefully revised 
ii) formative assessment may not always be included in the gradebook, but 
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students are expected to ensure ALL formative work is completed. 
iii) expect 1-2 hours of homework, reading, writing, and/or review per 

night 
iv) practice ACADEMIC HONESTY 

 
2. English Department Policy on Missed Assessments 

a. If a student misses an assessment, he/she will write it on Thursday afternoon in 
exam hall (12:30-3:00) and will be given an alternate exam/topic.  

b. These conditions are subject to teacher discretion. 
 
Please note, students will not be allowed to write an assessment at lunch or during a 
spare.  

3. École Archbishop MacDonald High School Academic Honesty and Academic Integrity 
Code of Conduct 

a) Academic Honesty is a reflective practice; whereby students connect their 
understanding of academically honest practices into the demonstration of 
those practices in their work. 

b) Students must read, understand and act in accordance with the Academic 
Honesty Policy of Archbishop MacDonald High School, which will be posted on 
the website and embedded in the course outlines. It is the student’s 
responsibility to ensure that all work submitted is authentic in all respects. 
Work submitted is inclusive of written, oral, creative or other forms of 
assessment for a course. 

c) A student must be aware of and purposefully ensure that they are 
demonstrating appropriate academic behaviours as it relates to: 

d) Plaigarism This is defined as the representation of the ideas or work of another 
person as the [student’s] own (not cited properly, directly copied, etc.) 

e) Collusion This is defined as supporting malpractice by allowing another student 
to submit work completed by you; or submitting another [student’s] work as 
your own. 

f) Misconduct This is defined as the use of unauthorized communication of any 
form during an assessment. 

g) Duplication of Work This is defined as the presentation of the same work for 
different assessment components. 

h) Inappropriate Communication of Information This is defined as the 
communication of assessment information to [students] who have yet to 
complete a similar assessment; or requesting others [students] to divulge 
information about an upcoming assessment that may provide the [student] 
with an unfair advantage. 

i) Consequences: 
i) Students are expected to value the attitudes and skills of being a 

principled communicator in all learning and assessment. Consequences 
for those who compromise the academic honesty and integrity policy to 
gain an advantage are listed below. The administration [Grade 
Coordinator] in conjunction with the teacher, from whose class the 
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offence occurred, has the authority to impose one or more of the 
following consequences. 

ii) * A comment referring to the student’s lack of academic honesty will be 
reported on the student’s records. 

iii) * A zero will be awarded for that particular assignment/exam. All 
extracurricular involvement may be suspended until the protocol 
reaches its logical conclusion. 

iv) * Students reported and recorded with an incident of academic 
misconduct will be monitored during the school year. 

v) * In addition to the above sanctions, the administration [grade 
coordinator], has the authority to impose one or more of the following: 
(1)  Suspension 
(2)  Expulsion 

4. Program Choices 
Congratulations on choosing IB!  You’re well on your way to working 
through a first year University level course. 

 
5. Contact For Help 

Students who would like extra help with class work can arrange a suitable 
time with their teacher during Academic Study Hall or on Teams.  

 
6. Student Effort 

If students are unable to maintain a high quality of work due to poor attendance or 
lack of effort, they will be counseled on appropriate program changes. 
(Matriculation and IB courses require the same amount of studiousness to succeed 
in excellence.) 

 
V. IB Student Assessment for International Baccalaureate Program 
 

1. Distribution of Marks/Grade Book 
 

a. A summative grade will be calculated cumulatively throughout the term 
 

Assignments & Projects  15% Includes visual and oral presentations 
In-Class Writing 30% a minimum of 2 Personal Responses to 

Texts—one full commentary (PRT) and 
2 Critical Analytical Responses to 
Literary Texts (CARLT) 

In-Class Reading 
Comprehension 

30% Reading and analysis of unseen texts in 
a variety of genres 

Final Writing 10% Personal Response to Text, common 
assessment  

Final Reading 
Comprehension 

15% Reading and analysis of unseen texts in 
a variety of genres, common 
assessment 
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Formative Assessment is not used to calculate the final grade and includes: fill-
in-the blank assignments, reading or vocabulary quizzes on rote memory, 
homework checks, etc. 
 

b. Learner Portfolio (both for department and IB): A minimum of three are 
required for the year’s work to remain in the student’s portfolio (received at 
the beginning of the semester) with evidence of student-lead goal setting.  
Teachers may assign more during the course on the semester depending on 
student need (Assessment for Learning—AFL; if students aren’t understanding 
the material, more material may be required).  For IB: reflections on how a text 
fits into either the IA or HL Essay preparation are necessary. 

 
c.  A wide range of assessment information is used in the development of a 

student’s final grade. At Archbishop MacDonald High School, 
individualized assessments provide specific information regarding student 
progress and overall performance in class. Student assessment may vary 
from student to student to adapt for differences in student needs, learning 
styles, preferences, and paces. It should also be noted that not all 
assignments are used to determine the final grade, and that scale factors 
may have been used to determine the weight of individual assignments.  

 
2. Evaluation in Differentiated Courses – IB Assessment Details 

Assessment Component Weighting External/Internal Type of Text 
Paper 1: guided literary 
analysis (2 hours 15 
minutes) 
The paper consists of two 
passages, from two different 
literary forms, each accompanied 
by a question. Students will be 
asked to write a separate analysis 
of each of the passages focusing 
on the technical or formal aspect 
the respective accompanying 
questions propose or another 
similar aspect of the student’s 
choice. (40 marks) 

35% (May 
2022) 

External Unseen, two different 
literary forms 

Paper 2: comparative essay 
(1 hour 45 minutes)  
The paper consists of four general 
questions. In response to one of 
those questions, students will be 
asked to write a comparative 
essay based on two works studied 
in the course. (30 marks) 

25% (May 
2022) 

External Any two works studied 
(with the exception of 
those used for the 
individual oral and HL 
essay assessments). 

HL essay  
This component consists of a 
1200–1500 essay written during 

20% 
(November 

External Any work studied (with 
the exception of those 
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the course. Students will be asked 
to develop a line of inquiry of 
their own choice in relation to 
one of the works studied. This 
line of inquiry could be related to 
the central concepts of the 
course. (20 marks). 

2021) used in the individual 
oral assessment).   

Individual oral (15 minutes)  
This component consists of a 
prepared individual oral. Students 
will be asked to discuss two of the 
works studied in relation to a 
global issue present in both of 
them. The delivery of the oral 
must not take more than 10 
minutes, and it will be followed 
by 5 minutes of questions by the 
teacher. (40 marks) 

20% 
(October 
2021) 

Internal A work originally 
written in the language 
studied and one 
studied in translation. 
Any two of such works 
can be chosen (with the 
exception of the work 
used for the HL essay 
assessment). 

 
IB learners strive to be: 
 
Inquirers: They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to 
conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy 
learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives. 
 
Knowledgeable: They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global 
significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding 
across a broad and balanced range of disciplines. 
 
Thinkers: They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to 
recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions. 
 
Communicators: They understand and express ideas and information confidently and 
creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They 
work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others. 
 
Principled: They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice 
and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take 
responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them. 
 
Open-minded: They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal 
histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals 
and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of 
view, and are willing to grow from the experience. 
 
Caring: They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of 
others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive 
difference to the lives of others and to the environment. 
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Risk-takers: They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and 
forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and 
strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs. 
 
Balanced: They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional 
balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others. 
 
Reflective: They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. 
They are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to 
support their learning and personal development. 
 


