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I. Purpose 
a. to encourage, in students, an understanding and appreciation of the significance and 

artistry of literature. 
b. to enable each student to understand and appreciate language and to use it 

confidently and competently for a variety of purposes, with a variety of audiences 
and in a variety of situations for communication, personal satisfaction and learning. 

II. Organization – General Outcomes 

Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to: 
a. explore thoughts, ideas, feelings and experiences 
b. comprehend literature and other texts in oral, print, visual and multimedia forms 

and respond personally, critically and creatively 
c. manage ideas and information 
d. create oral, print, visual and multimedia texts, and enhance the clarity and artistry of 

communication 
e. respect, support and collaborate with others 

III. Objectives 
a. the student will be expected to be competent in the basic language arts skills 
b. the development of previously acquired skills and knowledge will be enhanced so 

that students will become increasingly proficient in communication 
c. the course will emphasize the students’ ability to analyze critically, to think 

independently, and to evaluate intelligently in order to become more discriminating 
d. the course will be developed through basic themes highlighted in the different 

genres 

IV. Course Description/Genres 

Reading – Literature 
a. Short Story 

- review of basic theory 
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- artistic unity 
- introduction of basic themes carried throughout the year 
- relationship between the literary device and purpose 
- evaluation of the quality of the story 

 
b. Essay 

- variety of forms – style, subject matter, ideas 
- advertising techniques 
- relationship between print and visual media 

 
c.   Novel 

- structure 
- content and style 
- characterization 

 
d. Shakespeare 

- structure 
- characterization 
- dramatic purpose and effect 
- theme 
- staging 
- introduction to some of the theories of Shakespearean scholars 

 
 e.   Poetry 

- basic elements 
- relationship between form and meaning 
- structure 
- devices 
- artistic unity 

 
f. Modern Drama 

- historical context 
- Stage directions 

 
g.   Visual and Literacy Media 

- literary, dramatic, cinematic aspects of film 
 

h.  Creation of Texts & Visual Representations 
- writing process – review 
- precision in development and emphasis 
- critical analysis of literary text 
- research paper 
- personal and creative writing 
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V. Student Guidelines for Quarterly & Remote Learning 
 
1.   Expectations of students 

a) Attendance 
i) must be regular – office communication is required for all absences – 

students are responsible for any work missed while away 
ii) Students who have potential illness or answer yes to the COVID 19 Safety 

Screening questionnaire are required to stay home - students are 
responsible for any work missed while away 

b) Pacing 
i) Students will notice a significant increase in workload. The term is 

condensed into 8 weeks with longer classes and daily homework (1-2 
hours per night). Students will be expected to be diligent to stay on 
schedule and accommodations will be limited by the strict timeframe. 
Students should expect one major summative assessment per week. 

c) Assessments 
i) Students are responsible to ensure they are present for all assessments. 

An assessment schedule will be provided by the teacher and strict 
adherence is necessary in order to maintain pace in the course. 

d) Creative Work 
i) Students are encouraged to enhance their skills and submit work to the 

school newspaper and to prepare manuscripts for literary competitions 
e) Behavior 

i) As Catholic educators, teachers will respect the dignity and inestimable 
value of each individual; students are to show the same respect to 
others in the class. 

ii) Students should self-advocate if they are experiencing struggles so 
appropriate support can be given.  

f) Homework and Assignments 
i) work is to be conscientiously and carefully revised 
ii) formative assessment may not always be included in the gradebook, but 

students are expected to ensure ALL formative work is completed. 
iii) expect 1-2 hours of homework, reading, writing, and/or review per night 
iv) practice ACADEMIC HONESTY 

 
2. École Archbishop MacDonald High School Academic Honesty and Academic 

Integrity Code of Conduct 

a) Academic Honesty is a reflective practice; whereby students connect their 
understanding of academically honest practices into the demonstration of those 
practices in their work. 

b) Students must read, understand and act in accordance with the Academic 
Honesty Policy of Archbishop MacDonald High School, which will be posted on 
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the website and embedded in the course outlines. It is the student’s 
responsibility to ensure that all work submitted is authentic in all respects. Work 
submitted is inclusive of written, oral, creative or other forms of assessment for 
a course. 

c) A student must be aware of and purposefully ensure that they are 
demonstrating appropriate academic behaviours as it relates to: 

d) Plagiarism- This is defined as the representation of the ideas or work of another 
person as the [student’s] own (not cited properly, directly copied, etc.) 

e) Collusion This is defined as supporting malpractice by allowing another student 
to submit work completed by you; or submitting another [student’s] work as 
your own. 

f) Misconduct-This is defined as the use of unauthorized communication of any 
form during an assessment. 

g) Duplication of Work- This is defined as the presentation of the same work for 
different assessment components. 

h) Inappropriate Communication of Information- This is defined as the 
communication of assessment information to [students] who have yet to 
complete a similar assessment; or requesting others [students] to divulge 
information about an upcoming assessment that may provide the [student] with 
an unfair advantage. 

i) Consequences: 
i) Students are expected to value the attitudes and skills of being a 

principled communicator in all learning and assessment. Consequences 
for those who compromise the academic honesty and integrity policy to 
gain an advantage are listed below. The administration [Grade 
Coordinator] in conjunction with the teacher, from whose class the 
offence occurred, has the authority to impose one or more of the 
following consequences. 

ii) * A comment referring to the student’s lack of academic honesty will be 
reported on the student’s records. 

iii) * A zero will be awarded for that particular assignment/exam. All 
extracurricular involvement may be suspended until the protocol reaches 
its logical conclusion. 

iv) * Students reported and recorded with an incident of academic 
misconduct will be monitored during the school year. 

v) * In addition to the above sanctions, the administration [grade 
coordinator], has the authority to impose one or more of the following: 
(1)  Suspension 
(2)  Expulsion 

2. English Department Policy on Missed Assessments 
a) If a student misses an assessment, he/she will write it on Thursday afternoon in 

exam hall (12:30-3:00) and will be given an alternate exam/topic.  
b) These conditions are subject to teacher discretion. 

 
Please note, students will not be allowed to write an assessment at lunch or during a spare.  
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3. Program Choices 
 

To a large measure, success in English depends on proper course selection. 
Students who are capable of understanding sophisticated material, but choose a 
less demanding program often do not reach their potential because they 
mistakenly assume that the matriculation program requires less effort. 
Unfortunately, lowered expectations often result in lower levels of achievement. 
The appropriate program for students will be suited to their level of understanding 
so as to best stimulate and stretch their abilities. We also find that having a 
different English teacher for each grade level often enhances student success. 

 
3. Contact for Help 
 

Students who would like extra help with class work can arrange a suitable 
time with their teacher during Academic Study Hall or on Teams.  

 
4. Student Effort 
 

If students are unable to maintain a high quality of work due to poor attendance or 
lack of effort, they will be counseled on appropriate program changes. 

 

VI. Student Assessment in Power School 
 

Distribution of Marks/Grade Book 
a) Your summative grade will be calculated cumulatively throughout the term 

 
Course work will account for 70% of the student’s Alberta Learning Mark. Of that, 
70%: 
 

Assignments & Projects  20% Includes visual and oral presentations 
In-Class Writing 40% a minimum of 2 Personal Responses to 

Texts—one full commentary (PRT) and 2 
Critical Analytical Responses to Literary 
Texts (CARLT) 

In-Class Reading 
Comprehension 

40% Reading and analysis of unseen texts in a 
variety of genres 

 
Formative Assessment is not used to calculate the final grade and includes: fill-in-the 
blank assignments, reading or vocabulary quizzes on rote memory, homework 
checks, etc. 
 
The Diploma Exam will account for the remaining 30% of the student’s final grade. 
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Part A: Written Exam (50%) Part B: Reading Comprehension Exam (50%) 
Time: 3 hours, but can take up 
to 6 hours 

Time: 3 hours, but can take up to 6 hours 

Includes 2 written assignments:  
 
Assignment 1: (20%) 
• Personal Response to Text 
• Students respond to a 

prompt using one of three 
unseen texts (poem, short 
story, visual) 

 
Assignment 2: (30%) 
• Critical Analytical Response 

to Literature 
• Students respond to a 

prompt using a text studied 
in class 

Includes a selection of unseen texts from a 
variety of genres: short story, modern 
drama, poetry, non-fiction, visual texts, & 
Shakespeare. 
 
70 Question Breakdown: 
• Context Questions (30-40) 
• Relating Literary Elements (15-25) 
• Connections (5-15) 
• Knowledge Recall (0-5) 

b) Writing Portfolios are used to encourage reflective practice to develop skills. A 
minimum of two personal responses and two critical/analytical essays are required 
to remain in the student’s portfolio (received at the beginning of the semester) 
with evidence of student-lead goal setting.   
 

c) A wide range of assessment information is used in the development of a student’s 
final grade. At Archbishop MacDonald High School, individualized assessments 
provide specific information regarding student progress and overall performance in 
class. Student assessment may vary from student to student to adapt for 
differences in student needs, learning styles, preferences, and paces. It should also 
be noted that not all assignments are used to determine the final grade, and that 
scale factors may have been used to determine the weight of individual 
assignments.  
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