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As we move into chapter three, Envisaging and Engendering an Open World, Pope Francis 
reminds us that as human beings, we are made to be in relationship with others. “Life exists 
where there is bonding, communion, fraternity; and life is stronger than death when it is built 
on true relationships and bonds of fidelity.” [Fratelli Tutti, 87]  

Nurturing healthy relationships involves opening-up and moving outside oneself to connect 
with others. Infused with charity that God bestows upon us, love expands and enriches us as we 
give ourselves for the sake of the other. If we practice loving in such a way, eventually we can 
relate to all in this manner and “make possible a social friendship that excludes no one and a 
fraternity that is open to all” [Fratelli Tutti, 94]. The Pontiff continues by explaining that social 
friendship is “a love capable of transcending borders” thus making an open world. This 
fraternity is for all because our inherent dignity was given to us all freely by God, our Creator. 
Everyone is valuable. The right to live with dignity cannot be denied to anyone. By these ways, 
we can envisage and engender an open world.  

Chapter four, A Heart Open to the Whole World, continues the exploration of fraternity through 
a global lens. Acknowledging the need for all countries to have the proper conditions for its’ 
people to live with dignity and have opportunities for integral development, the Pontiff paints a 
picture of those who are forced to migrate. Pope Francis encourages us to respond to migrating 
persons who have arrived in our country in four ways: welcome, protect, promote, and 
integrate. We are all in this together and we must have fundamental human rights for all. 
Solidarity is the way forward which can be found through global juridical, political, and 
economic order. 

Pope Francis calls us to have an open heart so that we can recognize the gift of the other, 
elevate what unites us, and live with a spirit of fraternal gratuitousness. The Pontiff explains the 
factor of gratuitousness as “the ability to do some things simply because they are good in 
themselves, without concern for personal gain or recompense.” [Fratelli Tutti, 139]. God gives 
freely and we must do the same.  

There is a need to balance localization and globalization through universal fraternity and social 
friendship as detailed in the previous chapter. When a local community has a healthy sense of 
self, is firmly rooted in its culture, cares for and cultivates it, that local can move forward to 
learn and grow from the differences in others. This is a healthy living culture that nourishes 
itself on the balance between the “love of one’s native land and a sound sense of belonging to 
our larger human family” [Fratelli Tutti, 149]. It is the communion of the two we need to 
cultivate and to achieve this we must have an open heart.   
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Chapter 3: Envisaging and Engendering an Open World 

Moving beyond our Ourselves 

• The unique value of love 

A love ever more open 

• Open societies that integrate everyone 
• Inadequate understandings of universal love 

Beyond a world of “associates” 

• Liberty, equality, and fraternity 

A Universal Love that Promotes Persons 

Promoting the Moral Good 

• The value of solidarity 
• Re-envisioning the social role of property 
• Rights without borders 
• The rights of peoples 

 

Chapter 4: A Heart Open to the Whole World  

Borders and their Limits 

Reciprocal Gifts 

• A fruitful exchange 
• A gratuitousness open to others 

Local and Universal 

• Local flavor 
• A universal horizon 
• Starting with our own region 

 


