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             IB News  
at Archbishop  MacDonald High School 

 2021 Semester 2 
Greetings and welcome to an exciting year of learning and growth in the IB program . 

Your contacts for the IB program are: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

                                                                                                         
                                                                                                   
                                                                                                           

 
 
 Clip Art: Farmer’s Almanac.com 

                                                                          Clip Art: https://www.almanac.com/ 

We are very happy to welcome you to our IB community. 

What is the IB Programme? 
The IB program is an internationally recognized program designed to develop 
inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better 
and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect* 
* Mission and strategy. (n.d.). Retrieved September 14, 2014. 
At Archbishop MacDonald, the IB Middle Years Programme (IB MYP- Grades 8, 
9 and 10) finishes its final year this program prepares students for the two year 
IB Diploma Programme (IB DP) that qualified students will enter in grades 11 
and 12. 
Archbishop MacDonald is an accredited IB MYP and DP school. Teachers are 
trained by the IB organization and use IB assessment criteria to evaluate 
student learning. 
IB students engage in a program that enhances the breadth and intensity of 
academic study and also prepares students with valuable personal skills that 
advance success with post-secondary pursuits in college, university, 
internships and employment. 

IB Coordinator’s 

Corner 

 

• Middle Years Program (MYP):   

Helen Grijo    

Helen.Grijo@ecsd.net 

• Diploma Program (DP):  

Jacqueline Sewell 

Jacqueline.Sewell@ecsd.net 

This parent newsletter will provide you with 
information on upcoming events, dates, 
deadlines, and news of IB at Archbishop 

MacDonald High School.   
 

We are very happy to welcome you to 
our IB community. 
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Learner Profile 
“The aim of all IB programs is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their 
common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet help to create a better and more 

peaceful world.”    -IBO Website – ibo.org. Retrieved September 14, 2014. 
Each month we would like to highlight one of the characteristics of the learner profile which 
represents the IB mission statement in action. 

  
 
If you would like to read the full learner profile please visit the following link: 

http://www.ibo.org/myib/digitaltoolkit/files/pdfs/learner-profile-en.pd 

 Our Learner PrOfiLe Theme fOr This mOnTh… 

 

  Inquirers  

At Archbishop MacDonald……. 

“We nurture our curiosity, developing skills for 

inquiry a research.  We know how to learn 

independently and with others.  We learn 

with enthusiasm and sustain our love of 

learning throughout life.” 
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General IB News & Events 

IB Wellness 

Mental Wellness Week 

Archbishop MacDonald’s Student’s Services and Peer Support is promoting Mental 
Wellness Week starting May 3 for all students at MAC.  Students will be focusing on 
activities centered around such themes as mental health stigma, self-care and stress 
management.  We are all hopeful that this pandemic will soon slow down and enjoying 
socializing and being in each other’s company will be the norm again.  However, Student 
Services continues to see many students struggling with their mental health and 
wellness.  Keeping communication open with our children is key as kids may be 
struggling with isolation and anxiety. 
Having positive relationships is imperative to mental wellness.  Please remember that 
kids may not reach out if they are feeling down and we as adults need to ensure that we 
continue to talk to our children and have those supportive discussions.  Student’s 
Services at MAC is here to help.  Please feel free to reach out to us if you need help 
starting those conversations or you are concerned about your child. 
Revisiting the basics of self-care and stress management helps build coping skills and 
resiliency.  For some helpful reminders, please feel free to look at the document that can 
he found at https://www.anxietycanada.com/learn-about-anxiety/anxiety-in-youth/  
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 IB Approaches to Teaching 

“The IB Programme aims to prepare students for success in higher education and beyond; it 
encourages students to become “active, compassionate and lifelong learners” (IB mission 
statement). IB teachers therefore play a crucial role as teachers of learners, not simply 
teachers of content.”  

- International Baccalaureate Organization 

As part of this mission; our teachers have been incorporating the core Approaches to 
Teaching as part of their best practices of instruction in the IB programme.                  

These Include Teaching Based on: 
Inquiry 

Focused on Conceptual Understanding 
Developed in Local and Global Contexts 

Focused on Effective Teamwork and Collaboration 

Differentiated to Meet the Needs of All Learners 
Informed by Assessment (Formative & Summative) 

This month we would like to highlight  
Teaching Focused on Effective Teamwork and Collaboration 

“Knowledge is not something that is handed down from one partner 

to another, Rather, knowledge is co-constructed through interactions 

among collaborators.” (Lai, 2011) 
The idea behind this ATT (Approach to Teaching) is to practice collaboration and 
teamwork in the classroom through a variety of instructional methods such as: group 
projects, debates, role plays or other activities with shared goals.  This encourages the 
development of crucial social skills such as negotiation, working in a team, 
communication, cooperation and ‘collective responsibility’ for completion of a task. 

 
Image Credit: ebayimg.com 

for more information, please visit:  
https://xmltwo.ibo.org/publications/DP/Group0/d_0_dpatl_gui_1502_1/static/dpatl/guide-teaching-focused-on-

effective-teamwork-and-collaboration.html 
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IB Middle Years Programme News 

 

 

 

 

Service Learning/Service in Action 

Making a meaningful and measurable impact 

Our Service Learning program 
fosters the development of an 
intrinsic mindset in each 
student to connect and engage 
with communities, locally or 
globally. As students identify 
and work to address a diverse 
array of issues affecting people 
and the planet, they grow 
socially and spiritually, while 
developing strong 
leadership skills. 

 

The IB MYP (10) engages students in 
academically rigorous courses focused on 
eight subject groups: English, World 

Language, Social Studies, Mathematics, 
Science, the Arts, Technology, and Physical 
Education.  IB MYP (10) students learn to 

think creatively and independently as they 
immerse themselves in this interdisciplinary 

education. 
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MYP Service in Action 
 
 

Ther are many thing you can do that are safe during COVID.  Please consider signing up for 

YEG SPARK  https://yegspark.ca/  
 

yegSpark is a grassroots initiative supported by Catholic agencies in Edmonton 

that aims to unite, engage and support a new community of volunteers in creative 

acts of service. Our hope is to match those with an interest in pursuits such as 

art, crafts, decoration, music, design, carpentry, coding or photography with real 

needs in the community. 

yegSpark is managed by Strategic Content Labs on behalf of Catholic Health of 
Alberta, in partnership with the Edmonton Catholic Agencies Network (ECAN). 

This initiative has been built to support community service in our area. 
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This year the Personal Projects are being completed at home via google form 

sessions.  The last session starts tomorrow and the projects will bedue sometime 

early to mid May.  Congratulations to those kids who are finalizing their Personal 

Projects.  
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IB Diploma Programme News                     

 

 

Full IB Candidates IB Course Candidates 
Take the full IB Diploma Programme Only take some courses within the programme 

The IB Diploma Programme 

IB Diploma Subject Courses IB Diploma Core Courses 
Group 1: Language A (English)  

Theory of  Knowledge Group 2: Language Acquisition 
      (French B, Spanish ab initio, Italian ab initio) 

Group 3: Individuals and Societies   

     (Social Studies – aka: History) 

 

Extended Essay 

Group 4: Sciences 
     (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) 

Group 5: Mathematics  
Creativity, Activity, Service Group 6: The Arts 

     (Art –aka: Visual Arts, Drama – aka Theatre, 

      Music) 

IB Skills Infused in all programming 
The Learner Prof ile International Mindedness Theory of  Knowledge 

Approaches to Teaching and Learning 
 

IB Diploma Programme Information 

For any students or parents who have questions about the IB Diploma Programme: 

Access additional information about the IBDP can be found on the school website: 
https://www.ecsd.net/schools/8403/Programs/Pages/IB-Diploma-Program.aspx 

You can also contact the IB Diploma Coordinator: 
Jacqueline.Sewell@ecsd.net 

In the IB DP (11-12), students continue to 
develop an international outlook through a 

challenging course of  study.  The standard 
and higher level courses in which students 
engage are focused around six subject 

groups: Literature, World Language, 
Individuals and Societies, Experimental 
Science, Mathematics, and the Arts and 

Electives.  Upon successful completion of the 
program and its requirements, students may 
be eligible for the IB Diploma, a globally 

recognized college qualif ication. 

For more information on this program please 
view the following 

link:http://www.ibo.org/diploma/ 
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 CAS – Creativity Activity Service 
CAS Coordinator = Mrs. Vandendooren (Jennifer.Vandendooren@ecsd.net) 

 

May 2019 Candidates (Gr 12’s)  

Our Full IBDP candidates have either finalized their CAS portfolio or are in the process of 
doing so.  We want to congratulate our year 2 full IBDP candidates on all the work that they 

have put in outside of their academic schedules to grow in a variety of  areas outside of their 
academic schedule. 

 

May 2020 Candidates (Gr 11’s) 

Ongoing Students should be entering CAS reflections and activities on Managebac. 
These activities need to reflect a balance in each of the CAS areas as well  
as in the seven outcomes. 

  

Creativity: 

 
Image:sukeyjumpmusic 

Activity: 

 
Image: healthywomen.org 

Activity & Service: 

 
Image: Runguides.com 
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EE- Extended Essay 

 
EE Coordinator = Mrs. Vandendooren ( Jennifer.Vandendooren@ecsd.net) 

 
 

    Congratulations to the Y2 Full IB Candidates for completing their  

Extended Essays! 

 

 

Upcoming EE Due Dates for Y1 Full IB Candidates: 
May 2020 Candidates (Gr 11’s)  
June → 
September 
Assignment 

EE Candidates should have selected their subject area for research. 
Please contact Mrs. Vandendooren for next steps including: 

• Focus the EE topic. 

• Acquire valid and refined academic sources to support the 

Writing of the EE. 

• Organize the structure of the EE 

September  
2021 

The first draft of the EE is due! 
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TOK- Theory of Knowledge 

 

 
http://mrsmithsibwebsite.weebly.com/theory-of-knowledge.html 

 

 
 
 

Year 1 Full IB Candidates will start TOK 25IB in Quarter 4 
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IB External Assessment 
Y2 IB Courses have now completed their Internal Assessments. 
External Assessments including uploaded work and IB exams 
will occur by the end of April or May determined by subject. 
 
Group 1 – 5 Subjects  
English, 2nd Languages, History, Sciences, Math. 
External Assessments = IB Exams (May 3-20)  
*See exam schedule below 
 
Group 6 Subjects 
Music, Theatre, Visual Arts 
External Assessments = Uploaded Course Work  
(Due April – See Teacher for deadline) 

 
 
An Important IB Information Meeting for Y2 Candidates will take 
place using MS Teams on R. April 22.  
All candidates taking Y2 courses have received the link through 
email. 
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Course Completion / Courses Resuming 
After the May IB Exams: 
 
The following Q4 courses (3 credit) will end as of April 30.   
All subsequent classes will be recorded as Ex (Excused) to the end 
of the school year. 

o Works in Translation 35 IB 

o Western World History 30 IB 

o Biology 35 IB 

o Physics 35 IB 

o Chemistry / Math IB Learning Strategies 

o Math 31 IB 

The following 5 credit courses will continue until the end of June. 
o French 30 IB 

o Spanish ab initio 30 IB 

o Art 30 IB 

o Drama 30 IB 

o Music 30 IB 
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 IB Marks 

Marking of IB Assessments 
The International Baccalaureate Organization has trained moderators and 

examiners to evaluate with consistency, the IB assessments collected through 

all IB Diploma Programme Schools throughout the world.   

The process of IB evaluations will occur during the Month of June. 

Finding your IB Marks 
You may retrieve your IBDP marks any time after July 5.  

To find your marks go to the IBO website:  

ibo.org > Programmes > Diploma Programme > Assessment and Exams > 

Getting Results  

Here is the quick link:  

https://candidates.ibo.org/index.cfm?event=authnHandler.showLoginForm  

You will need to punch in your personal code and your PIN.  

(These were given to each candidate at the IB Exam Information Session) 

Transcripts 
Requested transcripts will be registered with the IBO by in May for Grade 12 

candidates. 

All students are entitled to: 

• 3 free transcripts to go to Universities in Canada & the United States. 

• 3 free transcripts to go to other International Universities 

These free transcripts will be sent directly to the registered Post-Secondary 

institution as of July 5. 

Students can retrieve their official IB transcripts during the School Awards 

Celebration Evening.  

The IB Diploma Coordinator will hold on to any transcripts that were not 

retrieved for 1 year only. 

If you require additional transcripts, you must order them from IBO directly. 

You can complete the online request form (link below) and pay $17.00 USD 

(presently $21.23 CAD) / additional transcript.  

https://rrs.ibo.org/replacement_orders/index.cfm 
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Awarding of a Course Candidate Certificate 
A Course Certificate will indicate all grades for IB DP Courses completed. 

Grades for Subject Courses will be recorded as a grade out of 7  
(A grade of 1 is a failing grade) 

Grades for Extended Essay or TOK will be recorded as a letter grade  
( A,B, C,D,E)  A grade of E is a failing grade. 
Grades of “N” (no mark possible) – for a subject, EE or TOK 

 

Awarding of an IB Diploma Certificate 
Background Information 

The award the IB Diploma is for full IB Diploma candidates only. 
It is a prestigious document that can be directed to post-secondary institutions for entry, 
transfer credit or scholarship purposes. 

The Award of the IB Diploma 
The IB Diploma has a list of requirements.  Enrollment as a full IBDP candidate does not 
a guarantee the IB Diploma. 

Requirements to receive the IB Diploma 
The receipt of an IB diploma is dependent on receiving enough points from your 
subject and core courses. 

The total number of points one can receive is maximum 45 points. 
One needs to receive a minimum of 24 points to receive the IB Diploma 

• Combined points in 6 subjects (SL & HL) = maximum 42 points 
and 3 Core (TOK, EE and CAS) = maximum 3 points 

Subject 
Requirements 

Subjects are graded as a mark 1-7 (7=highest) 

• 6 subjects x maximum mark of 7 = 42 maximum points 
Achievement of minimum scores in subject courses include: 

• No grade of 1 in any subject. 

• No more than two grade 2’s in subjects 

• No more than three grades < 3 in subjects 

• HL Subjects:  must not be less than 12 points 

o For > 3 HL subjects, use your top 3 to calculate.  

• SL Subjects:  SL Subjects must not be less than 9 points 

• No IBO penalties for academic misconduct.  
Core  

Requirements 

TOK and EE are graded with a letter grade A → E (A = highest) 

The TOK and EE letter grades are combined in a diploma points 
matrix (See Next Page) to contribute between 0 →3 points 

CAS does not contribute to the point total; however, CAS 
requirements MUST be met to achieve an IB Diploma. 
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TOK / EE Points Matrix: 

 
 


