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Social Studies 20-1:  Overview and Rationale:  
 

The Social Studies 20-1 Program is the foundational stream of skills and 
knowledge development for students who are intent on pursuing a post 
secondary education as it leads to the 30-1 Alberta Learning Diploma.  Students are expected to rigorously and 
independently pursue and demonstrate their learning of the key issue and related issues with teacher led 
instruction, cooperative group activities and the completion of teacher led tasks in preparation for class discussion.  
 

Students will explore the concept of nation building and the beliefs and values held by citizens that support a collective 
understanding of a country. They will learn of the various natures of national identity and how challenging and 
conflicting views of the nation-state are expressed and resolved. National interests and their international pursuit is 
also explored providing the student the opportunity to learn of methods of cooperation, foreign aid and assistance in 
a globalizing world. Students will consider diplomatic solutions to international disputes and emerging national issues 
of a political, social or economic nature.  

 

Students will be required to refine and develop their academic skills by demonstrating an in depth understanding of 
the Alberta Learning Social Studies 20-1 curriculum. Students will be encouraged, challenged and expected to engage 
in the independent nature of study. Students will actively research, develop and demonstrate ownership of issues and 
projects undertaken in various formats including persuasive and expository essays, electronic presentation, speech, 
debate, and other media.  The requirements of the curriculum will be met by demonstrating insight and understanding 
of current issues and events that Canadians face today. 

 

   

 Basic Resource: 

 

 Exploring Nationalism (McGraw-Hill Ryerson, 2008) 
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PROGRAM OF STUDIES SST 20-1 CURRICULUM: 

Key and Related Issues 

The curriculum for Social Studies 20-1 focusses on a single central or Key Issue that is further divided into four Related 

Issues. 

Key Issue:   To what extent should we embrace nationalism? 

Under this key issue it is expected that students will understand, assess and respond to the complexities of nationalism. 
 
Related Issue 1:  To what extent should nation be the foundation of identity? 
Here it is expected that students will explore the relationships among identity, nation, and nationalism. 
 
Related Issue 2:  To what extent should national interests be pursued? 
The outcome here is that students will assess impacts of nationalism, ultranationalism, and the pursuit of national 
interest. 
 
Related Issue 3:  To what extent should internationalism be pursued? 
Students will now be able to assess impacts of the pursuit of internationalism in contemporary global affairs. 
 
Related Issue 4:  To what extent should individuals and groups in Canada embrace a national 
identity? 
Students will finally be able to assess strategies for negotiating the complexities of nationalism within the 
Canadian context. 

 

For more information on the Social Studies curriculum, go to the following link: 

https://education.alberta.ca/media/774373/soc20.pdf 

 
* All marks are cumulative. Absences can affect student progress. Parents/guardians should contact student services 

regarding absences prior to exams or due dates of assignments. 

 

* It is expected that students complete their assigned readings, responses and reflections on issues of study. 
  

https://education.alberta.ca/media/774373/soc20.pdf
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Assessment for Reporting Purposes: 
 
  
Nationalism Tests        45% 
Nationalism Writing               30% 
Nationalism Final (Multiple Choice)                     25% 
 
 
General Student Evaluation Procedures:  
A wide range of assessment information is used in the development of a student’s final grade. At Archbishop 
MacDonald Catholic High School, individualized assessments provide specific information regarding student 
progress and overall performance in class. Student assessment may vary from student to student to adapt 
for differences in student needs, learning styles, preferences, and paces. It should also be noted that not all 
assignments are used to determine the final grade, and that scale factors may have been used to determine 
the weight of individual assignments. 
 
 
PowerTeacher Pro Codes:  
Only the following will appear for a student on an assignment in a course.  

1. a numeric value  
2. “ √ “ [Green “check mark’] This indicates an assignment has been received  
3. Late “L” (Red ‘L”) – this indicates that the assignment is has not been turned in on time. No change 

to the course grade will result.  
4. Exempt “EX” (Grey “EX”) – this is used for all items that are not to be included in that student’s 

grade calculation. (see disclaimer) No change to the course grade will result.  
5. Missing “M” (Tan “M”) – The student has missed an assessment but has the opportunity to complete 

the required work. The work will be evaluated when submitted according to a timeline set up in 
consultation between the student and the teacher. This code will calculate as a zero until the code has 
been replaced with a numeric value.  
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École Archbishop MacDonald High School Academic Honesty and  

Academic Integrity Code of Conduct   
 Academic Honesty is a reflective practice; whereby students connect their 
understanding of academically honest practices into the demonstration of those 
practices in their work.  
  
Students must read, understand and act in accordance with the Academic Honesty 
Policy of Archbishop MacDonald High School, which will be posted on the website and 
embedded in the course outlines.  
 It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that all work submitted is authentic in all 
respects.  
Work submitted is inclusive of written, oral, creative or other forms of assessment for a 
course.  
 A student must be aware of and purposefully ensure that they are demonstrating 
appropriate academic behaviours as it relates to: 
Plagiarism  This is defined as the representation of the ideas or work of another person as 

the [student’s] own    
Collusion  This is defined as supporting malpractice by allowing another student to 

submit work completed by you; or submitting another [student’s] work as 
your own.  

Misconduct  This is defined as the use of unauthorized communication of any form during 
an assessment.  

Duplication of 
Work  

This is defined as the presentation of the same work for different assessment 
components.  

Inappropriate 
Communication 
of Information  

This is defined as the communication of assessment information to [students] 
who have yet to complete a similar assessment; or requesting others 
[students] to divulge information about an upcoming assessment that may 
provide the [student] with an unfair advantage.  

 Consequences  
Students are expected to value the attitudes and skills of being a principled 
communicator in all learning and assessment. Consequences for those who 
compromise the academic honesty and integrity policy to gain an advantage are 
listed below.  
 The administration [Grade Coordinator] in conjunction with the teacher, from whose 
class the offence occurred, has the authority to impose one or more of the following 
consequences.   

o A comment referring to the student’s lack of academic honesty will be reported on the 
student’s records.  

o A zero will be awarded for that particular assignment/exam. All extracurricular 
involvement may be suspended until the protocol reaches its logical conclusion.   

o Students reported and recorded with an incident of academic misconduct will be 
monitored during the school year.  

o In addition to the above sanctions, the administration [grade coordinator], has the 
authority to impose one or more of the following:   

o Suspension  
o Expulsion  


