
 
 
 
 
 

Austin O’Brien Announcements for September 5, 2022 
 
Welcome Back for the 2022-2023 School year! We would like to welcome all our new and returning 
students to AOB for a new school year! Our primary way of communicating with families is through email 
and text messages. We would encourage families to check their emails on at least a weekly basis and to 
share the content of our Announcements with the AOB students in your home.  
 
Course Changes: The due date for students to submit course change requests to the office is tomorrow, 
Tuesday, September 6th. We are currently in the process of making the 300+ course changes and are doing 
our best to so in a timely manner. Students are asked to attend the courses listed on their schedule in 
PowerSchool until they meet with their Grade Coordinator and a change is made to their schedule. If there 
are any questions about course changes, students should see their Grade Coordinator in the main office. 
 
Grade 10 Mr. Haro  jorge.harojeria@ecsd.net 
Grade 11 Mr. Zacharko ronald.zacharko@ecsd.net 
Grade 12 Mrs. Orsini  daniela.orsini@ecsd.net 
 
Student WIFI Access: All students are issued a secure WIFI account that they may use at school. Students 
may need to reset their password if they are having difficulty accessing their WIFI. The directions for this 
can be found at https://www.ecsd.net/8402/page/40491/wi-fi-access-for-students 
or please see Mrs. Ogonoski in the library for assistance.   
 
Bell Schedule Change for 2022-2023:  We have received a few comments from students and parents that 
the AOB bell schedule   
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/222/2022-23%20Bell%20Schedule%20AOB-
1.pdf 
 
has changed for this year and that the instructional day is longer. This change came as a result of Alberta 
Education guidelines which changed  https://www.alberta.ca/education-guide-grade-10-to-grade-
12.aspx#jumplinks-0. These changes on Alberta Education's part necessitated that we add instructional 
minutes to our week.  
 
Unfortunately, it is difficult to address the needs of all families. Some parents/students have commented 
that the day begins too early, some that the day is too long, while others have noticed that students have 
eleven fewer minutes at lunch time.  In creating this schedule, we did not want to begin too much earlier 
as some students will be on a bus at 7:00am in the morning. Additionally, to accommodate athletics and 
students who work/care for younger siblings, we did not want the day to extend much beyond that our 
feeder schools.  
 
September Athletics: We have a number of teams and athletics events which begin in September. 
Announcements are made prior to lunch regarding try outs and meetings. Students are encouraged to see 
these teachers if they are interested in the following athletics opportunities: 
 
Junior Football             Mr. Sirman and Mr. MacPherson 
Golf   Mr. Zwart 
Swimming  Mrs. Buttigieg 
Volleyball  Junior Boys: Ms. Clough and Junior Girls: Ms. Kovacs    



Cross Country  Mrs. Jonzon 
Cheer   Ms. Jabbour 
 
 
 
 Key Messages for Questions around COVID-19 2022-2023 School Year:  
- The health, safety, and wellbeing of our students and staff is our first priority.  

- We will continue to follow the lead of the province.  

-It’s important that anyone who is feeling unwell not come to school. We encourage families to let us know 
when their children are sick and the nature of the illness, and we report that to AHS when we have an 
absentee rate of 10% or more.  

- Families will continue to have the choice about whether their children wear a mask at school and 
individual decisions will be respected. Our priority is supporting a welcoming, caring, respectful, and safe 
learning environment.  

- Illness outbreaks in schools will be managed based on our pre-pandemic practices through Alberta Health 
Services, with the identification of outbreaks based on student absenteeism. We will continue to take our 
guidance from the province.  
 
- The health, safety, and wellbeing of our students and staff remains our first priority, and as such, ensuring 
proper ventilation in our schools and sites is extremely important to us. We have installed the ASHRAE 
recommended MERV 13 filters in all of our schools and sites. This follows the guidelines put forward by 
ASHRAE last year.  
 
Notifying of self-reported cases  
- Since the information we receive is voluntary and there is no requirement for isolation, the Division will 
no longer send letters nor post information on case counts to our website.  
 
HEPA filters  
- From the information we have received from ASHRAE, the organization only recommends HEPA filtration 
units if MERV 13 filters cannot be installed due to HVAC system constraints. We were able to install MERV 
13 filters in all HVAC systems in our schools and sites.  
 
- We were able to work with an HVAC company in Edmonton that specializes in manufacturing MERV 13 
filters that would work with all our existing HVAC systems. This collaboration to respond to the 
recommendations quickly and efficiently, with installation happening last school year.  
 
- We respect that there are many different individual opinions on HVAC standards, and we will continue to 
follow the accepted industry guidance of ASHRAE and the Government of Alberta when making HVAC 
system decisions.  
 


