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LEARNER PROFILE OF THE MONTH 

 

Balanced 

  
The current pandemic continues to be an 

unusual reality for us all. Each one of us 

has been affected in many ways and many 

people are experiencing stress, worry and 

anxiety. We continue to promote the IB 

Learner Profile attribute of being 

“balanced” as we strive to support our 

students’ understanding of the 

importance of balancing different 

aspects of their lives. They explore ways 

of balancing their intellectual, physical 

and emotional health. We would also like 

for our students to recognize their 

interdependence with other people and 

with the world in which they live. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 
How can parents help to develop the Learner Profile attribute of being 
Balanced? 
 
-Create a daily schedule that includes time for school work, outside physical 

activities, arts and music, rest and balanced meals. 

-Allow time for a variety of activities daily with your child (school activities, indoor 

play, outside play, active play and quiet activities) 

-Model for your children: play, learn, exercise, rest and eat healthy foods. 

-Praise your child for demonstrating a balanced lifestyle 

-Explore different hobbies: yoga, jogging, knitting, marbles, collecting stickers 

-Limit screen time and social media 

 

Balanced book list 

  

 



 

IB update: Verification visit 

 

The PYP virtual verification visit took place on November 26/27. Staff and students 

worked hard to showcase the wonderful learning that takes place at our school. We 

should receive our report in the next two months. The MYP virtual verification visit 

is taking place this week on December 3 and 4.  

 

IB in Action at BDM 

Kindergarten 

As part of our unit of inquiry, we have been 

exploring our unique characteristics and 

how we are the same and different from 

our peers. Using stories, poems, videos, 

class discussions and exploration, students 

developed a greater understanding of body 

awareness and began making connections 

with their peers. We learned about Mat Man 

to help us develop body awareness, 

drawing and counting skills, while learning 

to draw a picture of ourselves. Students 

began to notice details about their unique 

physical features and make connections 

with their peers. After reading, The Colors 

of Us by Karen Katz students discussed 

what they look like, used mirrors and 

created a plasticine self portrait. Students 

continued to extend their learning and 

independently used loose parts to create 

themselves. We have realized that God has 

truly made each one of us unique and 

special! 

 

 

 



 

 

Grade two: Sharing the Planet 

 

 

 

 Grade Three 

In grade 3, the students have been 

exploring the transdisciplinary theme 

“Who We Are.” For this unit of Inquiry, 

the students are inquiring into the central 

idea that Identities are shaped by culture 

and communities. The students have 

been learning all about their own culture 

and now they are learning about other 

cultures in the world. Part of the grade 3 

curriculum is an exploration into four 

communities: India, Ukraine, Peru, and 

Tunisia. Currently, the students are 

learning about India and the importance that traditional festivals are part of one’s 

culture and identity. Nov 14 marked the beginning of a special Indian Festival called 

Diwali. The grade 3 students made Diya lanterns as part of their inquiry into this 

 



 

festival of lights. The students are proving to make global connections and are 

becoming internally minded students.  

 

 

 

Grade 4-Sharing the Planet 

Central idea: Ecosystems can be affected by human activity. 

Through their unit of inquiry, students are developing their understanding of human 

activity in the environment, positive and negative effects on ecosystems and the 

importance of natural resources. 

Taking action: Students created 

a plan to preserve natural 

resources. 

Inquiry: Why do people litter and 

pollute our planet when they 

know it affects everyone around 

them? 

Students then developed an 

action plan to clean the school 

yard. 

 

 

 



 

Grade 5 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MYP Language Acquisition Year 2 

Réfléchissez! 

Mme Oliveri 

In preparation for our student-led conferences, students took the time to 

reflect on their learning, including their growth in regards to the Learner 

Profile attributes, as well as their successes and challenges. Reflection is a 

key component to IB philosophy as it allows the students the opportunity to 

track their progress, find patterns in their learning, promote ownership of 

their growth and analyze their learning styles. Reflection is an important 

piece of becoming a lifelong learner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

Year 4 Health and Physical Education 

 

Students in Mrs. Durie’s year 4 classes  participated in a service learning 

project in which they investigated companies that have or still use child 

labour. Students researched companies and how child labour was used. 

Students felt strongly that they needed to take action. One group decided to 

write Hershey’s CEO to address and challenge their business practices, 

another group created a website and developed a documentary on child 

labour within Nepal. Keep an eye out for more information from the grade 

9’s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 ATL Skills Presentation 

Students in the MYP have been 

inquiring into the Approaches to 

learning skills this past month. 

Approaches to learning skills are 

skills that we need to learn 

effectively. Each group inquired 

into a skill set to become 

experts.  They were required to 

communicate their knowledge 

while teaching their peers 

strategies to help them 

incorporate their skill into their repertoire of strategies.  

 



 

 

Grading in the Middle School Programme  

As you have noticed in powerschool some of your children have been receiving 

assessments using IB rubrics. As we are a candidate IB school, not all teachers are 

assessing using these rubrics, but some are. Here is what assessment in the MYP 

looks like.  

 

Assessment in the MYP is criterion related, which means that teachers measure 

student achievement against specified subject criteria rather than against other 

individuals in the class. For each criterion there is a range of points awarded, based 

on student performance at the time of assessment. Each criterion has a descriptor 

that explains as clearly as possible what each student has been able to achieve. 

The criterion rubrics are posted in classrooms, online environments and attached to 

course outlines for reference. 

Teachers structure varied and valid assessment tasks that allow students to 

demonstrate achievement according to the required objectives within each 

subject group. These may include: 

● open-ended, problem-solving activities and investigations 

● organized debates 

● hands-on experimentation 

● analysis 

● reflection 

Assessment strategies, both quantitative (producing grade level appropriate 

work) and qualitative (percentage grades), provide feedback on the thinking 

processes as well as the finished piece of work. There is also an emphasis on 

self-assessment and peer-assessment within the programme. 

  

Teachers assess student work with the subject criterion at least 2 times in the year. 

Parents can view the MYP Grades on PowerSchool.   The MYP grades are not 

weighted in the student’s final mark.  

 

 

MYP grading in PowerSchool 

  

In the MYP, subject group objectives correspond to assessment criteria. Each 

criterion has eight possible achievement levels (1–8), divided into four bands that 

 



 

generally represent limited (1–2); adequate (3–4); substantial (5–6); and excellent 

(7–8) performance. Each band has its own unique descriptor that teachers use to 

make “best-fit” judgments about students progress and achievement. 

 

The levels that you see in PowerSchool do not equate to a percentage.   Teachers 

use conversion scales in their classrooms to convert the levels into percentages to 

align with our district reporting policies.  

  

For more information on grading in the Middle Years Programme please see your 

child’s course outline which will have the rubrics attached. 

 

As always we welcome questions about the IB programme in our school. Andrea             

Olivieri is the coordinator for the Primary Years Programme (PYP) and Lyndsy            

Panizzon is the coordinator for the Middle Years Programme (MYP). They can be             

reached at Andrea.olivieri@ecsd.net and Lyndsy.Panizzon@ecsd.net  
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