
February 2021

BDM IB NEWS
PYP Coordinator- Andrea Olivieri

MYP Coordinator – Lyndsy Panizzon

LEARNER PROFILE OF THE MONTH

Caring

Caring learners show
empathy, compassion,
and respect toward the
needs and feelings of
others. They have a
personal commitment to
service, and they act to
make a positive
difference to the lives of
others and to the
environment.

“Never believe that a few caring people can’t change the world. For indeed, that’s
all who ever have.” -Margaret Mead

“Never be so busy as not to think of others.” -Mother Teresa

“No act of kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted.” -AESOP



How can parents help to develop the Learner Profile attribute of being
Caring?

• Model caring behavior for your child.
• Point out to your child when you have noticed them helping others without being
asked, using kind words, thinking of others, and doing nice things for others or the

environment.
• After reading a book, consider how the different characters felt and their

individual actions. Was someone caring? How do you know?
•Talk about ways you can be a caring member of our community.

Caring book ideas



IB update: Official authorization
We are extremely pleased to announce that we have received authorization in both
the PYP and MYP programmes! We are officially an IB World School! We are very
proud of this accomplishment and look forward to continuing to refine the
programmes at our site. A big thank you goes out to our administration and
teachers for working so hard to attain this authorization! We also would like to
thank Edmonton Catholic School District for their continued support towards the
implementation of the IB programmes at Bishop David Motiuk!



IB in Action at BDM
We can be balanced students!
Our Grade one students helped highlight what it means to be balanced. They also
created an awesome display in our Learning Commons area, as well as a slideshow
for  the school video screens.

“In 1C, we talked about how we can be balanced over the Christmas break. We
talked about activities that were good for the body, heart and mind.”



Action in the PYP
Students taking action is integral to the PYP learning process and development of
international-mindedness. A beautiful example of this was our friend in Grade 3,
Sofia M. who wrote to Ms. Volk, wishing to help people in the community
experiencing homelessness. Not only did she have an idea, which arose from her
experiences in her classroom, she reflected, came up with a plan and a course of
action!

Action in the PYP can be:

● a change in attitude
● a consideration or plan for action in the future
● a demonstration of responsibility, or of respect for self, others and the

environment
● a commitment to leading or participating in a youth advocacy group
● an engagement in school decision-making or an expression of support in

community, local and global decision-making.



Grade 1-Where we are in time and place

Central idea: Families celebrate and share traditions throughout generations.

Lines of inquiry:
● Traditions commonly celebrated by people

around the world.
● How people share traditions with others.
● How traditions are passed on through

generations.

“In our IB unit, Where we are in place and time, 1A
inquired into how traditions are celebrated around
the world. We learned how people share traditions
and how they are passed on through generations.
Students were asked to interview a family member
to learn more about one of their family traditions.
Students then presented their family tradition and
shared what they had learned.”

“In class we were inquirers by learning and
asking questions about Christmas traditions
that were commonly celebrated by people
around the world.  We learned that traditions
are shared with others, and that traditions
are passed through. To conclude our IB Unit,
students had the opportunity to share one of
their own family traditions with their
classmates.”-Grade 1D



Grade 5 PYP Exhibition
Our Grade 5 students are embarking on their PYP Exhibition journey! What is
this you may ask? Well the PYP Exhibition is the culminating, collaborative
experience in the final year of the PYP. It is an authentic process for students to
explore, document and share their understanding of an issue or opportunity of
significance. They undertake this inquiry both individually and with their peers, with
the guidance of a mentor. Through the exhibition, students demonstrate their
ability to take responsibility for their learning, as well as their capacity to take
action! Students will have the opportunity to plan, inquire, investigate,
communicare and assess their learning through this process. We are looking
forward to sharing this process with you in the following months! Stay tuned!



Year 3 MYP Mathematics
Students in Ms. Vukusic’s year 3 classes began their
inquiry into the new unit of “Patterns and Relations.” To
start the unit, students reflected on the unit of inquiry
while developing questions of their own to consider for
this unit. Being reflective and active inquirers are
key components for an IB learner, which can be
shown through the Jam Board screenshots. The
students investigated patterns in an inquiry-based
project, where they analyzed patterns and data in
the eyes of a medical professional, while developing their algebra skills. The
students enjoyed the real-life context as they were able to make connections
with their own life and a potential career path that may interest them.
Investigating patterns is a vital component in MYP Math.



Grade 9 Middle Years Programme
Community Project

Over the month the grade 9 students will be introduced to the Middle Years
Programme Community project.  In schools in which the MYP finishes with year 4 of
the programme, all students in the final year must complete the community
project.

The community project focuses on community and service, encouraging students to
explore their right and responsibility to implement service as action in the
community. The community project gives students an opportunity to develop
awareness of needs in various communities and address those needs through
service learning.  As a consolidation of learning, the community project engages in
a sustained, in-depth inquiry leading to service as action in the community. The
community project can be completed individually or collaboratively in groups of up
to three students.

The aims of MYP project are to encourage and enable students to:

• participate in a sustained, self-directed inquiry within a global context
• generate creative new insights and develop deeper understandings through
in-depth investigation
• demonstrate the skills, attitudes and knowledge required to complete a project
over an extended period of time
• communicate effectively in a variety of situations
• demonstrate responsible action through, or as a result of, learning
• appreciate the process of learning and take pride in their accomplishments

Grading in the Middle School Programme
As you have noticed in powerschool some of your children have been receiving
assessments using IB rubrics. As we are a candidate IB school, not all teachers are
assessing using these rubrics, but some are. Here is what assessment in the MYP
looks like.

Assessment in the MYP is criterion related, which means that teachers measure
student achievement against specified subject criteria rather than against other
individuals in the class. For each criterion there is a range of points awarded, based
on student performance at the time of assessment. Each criterion has a descriptor
that explains as clearly as possible what each student has been able to achieve.



The criterion rubrics are posted in classrooms, online environments and attached to
course outlines for reference.

Teachers structure varied and valid assessment tasks that allow students to

demonstrate achievement according to the required objectives within each

subject group. These may include:

● open-ended, problem-solving activities and investigations

● organized debates

● hands-on experimentation

● analysis

● reflection

Assessment strategies, both quantitative (producing grade level appropriate
work) and qualitative (percentage grades), provide feedback on the thinking
processes as well as the finished piece of work. There is also an emphasis on
self-assessment and peer-assessment within the programme.

Teachers assess student work with the subject criterion at least 2 times in the year.
Parents can view the MYP Grades on PowerSchool. The MYP grades are not
weighted in the student’s final mark.

MYP grading in PowerSchool

In the MYP, subject group objectives correspond to assessment criteria. Each
criterion has eight possible achievement levels (1–8), divided into four bands that
generally represent limited (1–2); adequate (3–4); substantial (5–6); and excellent
(7–8) performance. Each band has its own unique descriptor that teachers use to
make “best-fit” judgments about students progress and achievement.

The levels that you see in PowerSchool do not equate to a percentage.   Teachers
use conversion scales in their classrooms to convert the levels into percentages to
align with our district reporting policies.

For more information on grading in the Middle Years Programme please see your
child’s course outline which will have the rubrics attached.

As always we welcome questions about the IB programme in our school. Andrea
Olivieri is the coordinator for the Primary Years Programme (PYP) and Lyndsy
Panizzon is the coordinator for the Middle Years Programme (MYP). They can be
reached at Andrea.olivieri@ecsd.net and Lyndsy.Panizzon@ecsd.net
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