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Learner Profile   

 

 
Where there is an open mind 

there will always be a frontier. 

-Charles Ketterling 
 
What is the IB Learner Profile?  

 

At the heart of the IB is the “learner 

profile”, a long- term, holistic vision 

of education that underpins all 

programmes and puts the student 

at the centre of everything we do. 

The learner profile is the IB mission 

statement translated into a set of 

learning outcomes for the 21st 

century. The ten aspirational 

qualities of the learner profile 

inspire and motivate the work of 

teachers, students and schools, 

providing a statement of the aims 

and values of the IB and a definition 

of what we mean by 

“international-mindedness”. 

 

The learner profile unites us all with 

a common focus: on the whole 

person, as a lifelong learner. It 

applies to us all – student, teacher, 

parent or administrator – for we are 

all continually learning. Bishop 

David Motiuk will be highlighting 

one of the ten learner profile 

attributes each month within our 

school community.  

 



 

 

Learner Profile of the month: 

Open-minded 

 
Being open-minded means understanding we are all different and embracing these 

differences. Other open-minded characteristics we want our students to exhibit 

include: 

■ respecting and considering the 

perspectives and approaches  of 

others 

■ being eager to learn new things 

■ reflect on their own learning and the ideas of others 

■ reacting positively to constructive feedback 

■ acting with positivity, honesty and 

empathy 

■ listening attentively 

■ putting themselves in other people’s 

shoes 

■ willing to venture outside their comfort 

zone  

■ asking questions to broaden their mind 

and understandings 

■ working towards positive relationships and collaborative experiences. 

 



 

How can parents help to develop students who are 

Open-Minded at home?  

● Encourage your child to try new things – new foods, new games and new 

activities. 

● Expose your child to different festivals, celebrations and traditions and be 

sure to present them in a non-judgmental way. 

● Encourage your child to really listen to others when they speak. 

● Introduce literature about many different cultures into your home library. Be 

sure that it is appropriate and reflects the culture in an appropriate way. 

● When you observe your child being Open-Minded, reinforce this positive 

behavior and use the PYP Learner Profile terms. 

 

Literature is a wonderful way to teach perspective and 

open-mindedness. This selection of books tells the adventures of 

open-minded characters and some who are not so open-minded!  

 

 



 

IB update: Verification visit 
We have wonderful news to share with our school community! We will officially 

have our IB Verification visits this fall at BDM! This means that the IB organization 

“sends” experienced IB educators/evaluators to our school to verify that their 

educational principles and required standards and practices are in place and that 

our school is prepared to become an official IB World School. This visit is typically a 

face-to-face experience for staff and students, but with the current situation, the 

visit will be virtual. They will be looking at both PYP and MYP programmes here at 

BDM, providing feedback, and will grant the school authorization to teach the 

relevant IB programme pending all requirements are met. This will be an 

opportunity for students and staff to celebrate our hard work over the last few 

years to implement these programmes!  

 

PYP virtual Verification visit dates: Nov. 26 and 27, 2020 

MYP virtual Verification visit dates: Dec. 4 and 5, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

PYP Programme of Inquiry 
Our Primary Years Programme of Inquiry is nearly complete! Our teachers have 

been working hard to put the finishing touches on their grade level units of inquiry! 

Here are the current units of inquiry that the students are exploring! 

 

 

 



 

IB in Action at BDM 

 

We are risk-takers! 

In September, we focused on being 

risk-takers in our school community. Grade 7 

students took time to reflect on what it 

means to be a risk-taker. Once students 

thought critically about what being a 

risk-taker means, they came together as a 

grade and created a beautiful slides 

presentation to share with the school 

community on the video screens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is an IB Learner?  

 

 

 



 

What Are Essential Agreements?  

Developing class expectations for each other in 4E 

 

As adults we can all relate to the memory of growing up with rules in our home and 

rules at our school. As a society we are often navigating a set of norms that are 

meant to guide and protect us. The school rules that I remember, were pre-set and 

dictated by my teachers. I may not remember the rules specifically, but I certainly 

remember the first time I didn’t follow one! Today’s learning environment looks a 

lot different; I can especially attest to this as an online teacher with the PYP 

Programme. As an educator I no longer present class expectations, my students do! 

 

After an adventure-filled week of online learning my students quickly learned how 

knowledgeable they had become last spring, regarding the use of technology in 

their daily learning and how they needed to develop these skills further. They 

became risk-takers as they tried new computer programmes and ways of 

expressing themselves from their home learning spaces. 

 

The foundation of learning these skills in a new environment, with a new teacher 

and new classmates required a safe space. By carefully observing the needs and 

expectations of each other on-line, the students of 4E were able to collaboratively 

create our classroom Essential Agreements to guide us throughout our daily 

learning. In the spirit of being open-minded and caring, students worked 

together to develop expectations for collaboration and teamwork, that we will now 

refer to throughout the year, to set the tone of a respectful and cooperative 

classroom environment.  

 



 

Launching a unit of inquiry 

The grade one team recently launched their unit of 

inquiry under the theme “How We Express 

Ourselves” to explore the central idea “individuals 

express themselves in a variety of ways.”  To 

excite and spark interest for the upcoming 

learning, the grade one teachers each took turns 

portraying one of the feelings from the movie 

Inside Out. They recorded themselves reading 

books and had the students very excited to see 

them portraying these characters and feelings!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language Acquisition Year 2  
 
 In an IB school, each class, as well as the staff, work together to formulate Essential 
Agreements, which set the tone for collaboration 
and teamwork for the year. Instead of having a 
long list of classroom rules, which are often stated 
in a negative way, Essential Agreements are a 
way for our teaching and learning teams to create 
positive expectations and goals. Many classes 
choose to base these on the Learner Profile, 
which describe “a broad range of human 
capacities and responsibilities that go beyond 
academic success. They imply a commitment to 
help all members of the school community learn to respect themselves, others and the world 
around them.” 

 
In our French as a second language 
classes, or in MYP terms, Language 
Acquisition classes, the students were 
given the task to reflect on how they will 
show each of the 10 Learner Profile 
attributes in the specific context of a 
Language Acquisition classroom. 
Students worked together to create their 
Essential Agreements or “Les accords 
essentiels” with these ideas and “signed” 

 



 

their names by inserting their photos into the shared documents. In doing so, students are 
essentially signing this contract and promise to uphold these agreements throughout the year. 
This process sets positive expectations for the learning ahead.  
 
Students in FSL 7 are practicing their speaking, writing and listening skills by creating 
presentations about themselves, writing simple sentences in french, practicing their 
pronunciation and introducing themselves to their classmates, all while speaking French. 
Students use a Google Chrome extension called Read, Write & Chrome to help them say their 
written work in French correctly. Ils sont preneurs de risques!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Musical Arts: Year 2 

(Grade 7) 

        It’s September, which means our Grade 7 
Band students are beginning their first MYP Unit: 
Instrument Start-up! Our statement of inquiry is: 
Instrumental identity and role within an ensemble is 
determined by experimenting within the availability 
of finite musical resources.  This is always a very 
exciting time for all the students and Miss Barnett.  
 
         Every year, the Grade 7s inquire and 
experiment with the different instruments of the 

concert band, and reflect on the process of finite resources and how that had an effect on the 
form of the ensemble. Covid changed many of our procedures but we are still pleased to offer a 
safe, structured way for students to ask questions, take risks, and explore all band has to offer.  

Not every instrument is for everybody, but the students are having a great time finding 
their ideal match. Being excellent Risk-Takers, they put themselves out of their comfort zone to 
hold, assemble and listen to each of the 12 instruments to find the ones best suited to 
themselves. Once they have chosen their top 3, they will be assigned an instrument and learn 
everything from first sounds to playing a real piece of music. This is just the beginning of an 
exciting journey. 

 



 

Year 2 (Grade 7): Individuals and Societies  

This month, our year 2 

Individuals and Societies 

students began to unpack 

into their statement of 

inquiry, “Global interactions 

between civilizations will 

affect identity over time.” 

Students used jamboard to 

collaborate and reflect on 

each of concepts that can be 

found in the statement of 

inquiry:causality, identity, 

and global interactions. We 

then discussed as a class 

what the statement of 

inquiry means. One of the 

lessons students participated 

in was to connect the 

concept of Canadian identity 

and the symbols that we can 

find on our currency.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the PYP?  

The International Baccalaureate® (IB) Primary Years Programme is a curriculum 
framework designed for students aged 3 to 12. The PYP transdisciplinary 
framework focuses on the development of the whole child as an inquirer, both at 
school and beyond. Informed by research into how students learn, how educators 
teach, and the principles and practice of effective assessment, the programme 
places a powerful emphasis on inquiry-based learning. 
 

Why offer the PYP? 
The PYP delivers excellent results for students aged 3 to 12. For example: 

 



 

● PYP students outperformed non-IB students in mathematics, reading and 
writing in a global International Schools’ Assessment study that ran from 
2009-2011 

● A 2014 national study in Australia found that students in the PYP perform 
better than the national average in nationwide science tests 

Taking on the PYP is a path of discovery for schools. The PYP invigorates learning 
and teaching, and transforms school community and culture 
 
 
What is the MYP? 
 
The International Baccalaureate® (IB) Middle Years Programme (MYP) emphasizes 
intellectual challenge. It encourages students aged 11 to 16 to make practical 
connections between their studies and the real world, preparing them for 
success in further study and in life. 
 

Why offer the MYP? 

Research shows that students participating in the MYP: 
● build confidence in managing their own learning 
● learn by doing, connecting the classroom to the larger world 
● outperform non-IB students in critical academic skills 
● consistently have greater success in IB Diploma Programme examinations 
● thrive in positive school cultures where they are engaged and motivated to 

excel  
● develop an understanding of global challenges and a commitment to act 

as responsible citizens. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/globalkeyfindingssheeten.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/ibnapsl_report_final_000.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/research/outcomes-research/myp-studies/
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/mypkeyfindingssheetweb-3.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/ibmyp-finalnferreport-plussupplementaryanalyses.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/ibmyp-finalnferreport-plussupplementaryanalyses.pdf


 

Bishop David Motiuk Elementary/Junior High School PYP 
Programme of Inquiry 

 Who we are  
Inquiry into the 

nature of the self; 
beliefs and values; 
personal, physical, 
mental, social and 

spiritual health; 
human relationships 

including families, 
friends, 

communities, and 
cultures; rights and 

responsibilities; what 
it means to be 

human. 

Where we are in 
place and time 

Inquiry into 
orientation in place 
and time; personal 

histories; homes and 
journeys; the 
discoveries, 

explorations and 
migrations of 

humankind; the 
relationship between 

and the 
interconnectedness 
of individuals and 
civilizations, from 
local and global 

perspectives. 

How we express 
ourselves  

Inquiry into the ways 
in which we discover 
and express ideas, 

feelings, nature, 
culture, beliefs and 
values; the ways in 
which we reflect on, 

extend and enjoy our 
creativity; our 

appreciation of the 
aesthetic. 

How the world 
works  

Inquiry into the 
natural world and its 
laws, the interaction 
between the natural 
world (physical and 

biological) and 
human societies; 
how humans use 

their understanding 
of scientific 

principles; the impact 
of scientific and 
technological 

advances on society 
and on the 

environment. 

How we organize 
ourselves  

Inquiry into the 
interconnectedness 

of human-made 
systems and 

communities; the 
structure and 

function of 
organizations; 

societal 
decision-making; 

economic activities 
and their impact on 
humankind and the 

environment. 

Sharing the planet 
Inquiry into rights 

and responsibilities 
in the struggle to 

share finite 
resources with other 

people and other 
living things; 

communities and the 
relationship within 

and between them; 
access to equal 

opportunities; peace 
and conflict 
resolution.  

K CENTRAL IDEA:  
People have unique 
characteristics that 

help them connect to 
others. 

 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Identifying our 
physical features 

-How children grow 
and change 

-How relationships 
impact who we are 

 CENTRAL IDEA:  
People may express 
and explore stories in 

many ways. 
 

LINES OF INQUIRY: 

-Stories are shared 
through a variety of 
mediums 

-Organizing a story 

-How stories make 
you feel 

 

 CENTRAL IDEA: 
Community helpers 
can be an important 

part of our 
community. 

 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Community 
Helpers 

-Roles of 
Community Helpers 

-Importance of 
Community Helpers 

 

CENTRAL IDEA:  
Plants may play a 

role in meeting 
people's needs  

 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Ways we take care 
of plants 

-Ways we can use 
plants 

-How plants grow 

 

Grade 
1  

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Human interactions 

can impact living 
things. 

 
 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Human actions 
affecting living 
things. 

-The 
interconnectedness 
of living things. 

-Unique adaptations 
of living things. 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Families celebrate 

and share traditions 
throughout 

generations. 
 

LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Traditions 
commonly 
celebrated by people 
around the world. 

-How people share 
traditions with 
others. 

-How traditions are 
passed on through 
generations. 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Individuals express 

themselves in a 
variety of ways. 

 
LINES OF INQUIRY: 

-The effect emotions 
have on the way we 
communicate our 
feelings through art, 
writing and actions. 

-How we express 
and perceive 
feelings. 

-Strategies that can 
be used for conflict 
resolution. 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Color in the 

environment can be 
impacted through 

natural and human 
interactions. 

 
LINES OF INQUIRY: 

-Transformation of 
color. 

-Color in the 
environment. 

-How color is used in 
cultural settings. 

 

CENTRAL IDEA:  
A community is 
affected by the 

participation of its 
members. 

 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-The characteristics 
of a community. 

-Communities that 
people belong to 
and how they 
function. 

-People's 
responsibility within 
the communities 
they are apart of. 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Living things may 

experience the world 
through a variety of 

senses. 
 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-The differences in 
how people and 
animals use the 
senses. 

-Recognizing the 
limitations of the 
senses. 

-How our senses tell 
us about the 
environment. 

 

 



 

Grade 
2 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Cultural diversity 

shapes our identity. 
 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Cultural 
characteristics 
commonly 
celebrated by people 

-How culture and 
community influence 
who we are 

-How cultural 
characteristics 
connects us to 
others 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Communities 

change over time. 
 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-How communities 
change based on 
the needs of people 

-Reasons why 
people immigrate 

-How artifacts and 
stories provide 
evidence of life in 
the past 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Personal 

experiences can 
influence artistic 

expression. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY: 

-How people 
communicate in a 
variety of ways 

-How thoughts, ideas 
and feelings can be 
expressed 

-How creativity and 
imagination can 
influence artistic 
expression 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Interdependence is 
essential to living 

things. 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY: 

-Characteristics of 
living things 

-How living things 
depend on their 
ecosystem 

-Connections 
between living things 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Patterns can affect 
how we organize 

our lives. 
 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Where patterns 
represent 
themselves 

-Changing patterns 

-Effects of changing 
patterns 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
People may share 
earth’s resources. 

 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Conserving earth's 
water supply. 

-How water supports 
living things. 

-Characteristics of 
liquids. 

 

Grade 
3 

CENTRAL IDEA:  
Identities may be 
shaped by culture 
and communities 

 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-The different 
communities we 
belong to 

-How our personal 
beliefs and actions 
impact our 
relationships 

-The cultural 
identities we bring 
into our communities 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Geographical 
location may 

influence quality of 
life 

 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Our location relative 
to others in the world 

-Connection 
between location 
and lifestyle 

-The perspective of 
various cultures and 
qualities of life 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Messages can be 
communicated in 

different ways 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY: 

-Different ways 
messages are 
communicated 

-How beliefs and 
values are reflected 
in written and 
non-written form 

-How different forms 
of self-expression 
provoke 
thoughts/feelings 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Structures may act 

as essential 
components in 

societies 
 
LINES OF INQUIRY: 

-The reasoning for 
the construction of 
structures 

-The design, strength 
and stability of 
structures 

-The materials used 
for the purpose of the 
construction 
 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Citizens create 

organizations to 
meet global needs 

 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-The rights of 
children 

-How organizations 
meet global needs 

-Our responsibility 
to be global citizens 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Survival depends on 
meeting the needs 

of living things 
 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Habitats provide 
protection for 
survival 

-Animals adapt to 
their environment for 
survival 

-the phases and life 
cycles of animals 

 

Grade 
4 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Cultural history can 

contribute to a sense 
of identity. 

 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-How the past, 
present and future 
helps to shape 
identity. 

-The various cultural 
beliefs that can 
create new 
communities. 

-Preserving cultural 
identity. 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Changing cultural 
social dynamics 

impacts quality of 
life. 

 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Social, political and 
economic reasons 
why people move 

-Impact on 
Indegenous 
communities as a 
result of settlement 

-Change of 
community identity 
over time 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Written text can help 
to communicate and 

express ideas. 
 

LINES OF INQUIRY: 

-The structure of 
different texts 

-The role of 
storytelling in 
transmitting culture. 

-The importance of 
preserving written 
text for cultural 
preservation 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Discovery of the 

interaction between 
mechanical systems 
can make human life 

easier. 
 

LINES OF INQUIRY: 

-The discovery of 
moving systems 

-How mechanical 
systems work 
together 

-The work that 
mechanical systems 
accomplish 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Geography and 

measurement can 
help us organize 

and understand our 
world 

 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Our human-made 
measurement 
system 

-Different ways we 
can record data 

-Interpreting 
geography and 
measurement 
systems 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Ecosystems can be 
affected by human 

activity. 
 

LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Natural processes 
of the Earth 

-human activity 
affecting the 
environment 

-Importance of 
natural resources 

 

 



 

Grade 
5 

CENTRAL IDEA:  
Identity can affect 

human relationships  
 
 

LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Cultural identity 

-Maintaining positive 
interpersonal 
relationships and 
collaboration 

-Responsibility of 
digital citizenship 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Technology impacts 

the way people 
communicate. 

 
LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-The art of 
communication over 
time 

-How different ways 
of communicating 
affects 
connectedness. 

-How innovation 
impacts our lives 

 

CENTRAL IDEA:  
Stories can be 
expressed in a 
variety of ways. 

 
 

LINES OF INQUIRY: 

-Story structure and 
organization.  

-The purpose of a 
variety of genres and 
media.  

-Ways we can 
express and share 
our stories.  

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Geographical 

location and regional 
climate can impact 

human activity. 
 

LINES OF INQUIRY: 

-Physical regions of a 
geographical area 

-Weather and climate 

-The 
interdependence 
between people and 
their land 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Economics and 

politics may impact 
ways of life 

 
 

LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Economic booms 
and crashes 

-Historical events 
that shape identity 

-Political events 
impact individual 
and societal rights 

 

CENTRAL IDEA: 
Conservation of 

natural habits may 
protect endangered 

species 
 

LINES OF 
INQUIRY: 

-Constructed and 
natural wetlands 

-How human 
communities are 
interdependent with 
wetland ecosystems 

-Conservation of 
wetland ecosystems 
(responsibility) 

 

 

 

 

 


