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LEARNER PROFILE OF THE MONTH 

 

Communicators 

  

Communicators are 

people who understand 

and share ideas with 

others in a positive way; 

who listen to classmates, 

teachers, and others. 

Communicators 

understand and express 

ideas and information 

confidently and 

creatively in more than one language and in a variety of 

modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly 

collaborate with others. 

 

“WHEN YOU START COMMUNICATING TO CHANGE PEOPLE, YOU LEAVE A LASTING           

LEGACY. YOU PROFIT FROM YOUR IMPACT, NOT IN SPITE OF IT.” ~DR. MICHELLE             

MAZUR 

"I see dance being used as a communication between body and soul, to express 

what is too deep to find words for."-Ruth St. Denis 

 

 



 

How can parents help to develop the Learner Profile attribute of being 
a Communicator? 

 

Set an example. Your child doesn’t inherently know how to communicate. Much of 

what they will learn, they will learn by watching you and others interact. Start 

teaching your child good interpersonal communication skills early on by actively 

demonstrating skills you hope to impart on your child. Such skills may include 

active listening, clear and calm speaking, and not interrupting. Talk about feelings. 

Talk about your own feelings, and encourage your child to talk about theirs. This 

will help them not only communicate clearly, but teach them that expressing and 

listening to other’s feelings are important skills. 

Food for thought: How has COVID-19 affected the way we communicate?  

 

 

Communicator book ideas 

 
 
 
 

  

 



 

Bishop David Motiuk IB Bitmoji 

Classroom 

 

Please take a moment to visit our newly created Bitmoji classroom chalk full of all 

things IB here at Bishop David Motiuk. It is your one stop shop to answer any 

questions you may have-Just click on the image below. Otherwise, you can also find 

it on our school website, under Programs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Current PYP units of inquiry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

IB in Action at BDM 

New Programme of Inquiry display 

As part of our IB 

standards and practices, 

we have created a new 

display in front of the 

large gym to showcase 

all the PYP units of 

inquiry. The posters 

were created by BDM 

students using an online 

graphic design platform 

called “Canva.” Students 

enjoyed creating posters 

that matched the “big 

ideas” of each unit. As 

IB teaching and learning 

is a journey, we 

constantly reflect, revise 

and add to these units to 

better reflect our 

understanding of 

inquiry, concept-based 

learning, student agency 

and much more!  

 

 

 

 

 



 

We are caring!  

Last month, we focused on the Learner Profile attribute 

of caring. We love inquiring into this one during the 

month of February as it connects very well with both 

Valentine’s Day, as well as Random Acts of Kindness but 

we have to say that we have some of the most caring 

students here at BDM all throughout the year. The 

kindergarten students created our beautiful learning 

commons display, as well as for our school video 

screens! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Kindergarten-How we express ourselves 

Kindergarten students are currently immersed in a world of storytelling. We have 

been exploring what a story is, how stories are organized, how we can share stories 

through a variety of mediums and how stories make us feel.  Students have been 

exposed to various story provocations to spark their interest, build language, and 

encourage them to create their own stories.  

Through story retell of familiar texts, puppet 

making, sticker stories, character creations, 

students have been excited to share their 

stories with classmates and families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Grade 3-How we express ourselves 

Central idea: Messages can be communicated in different ways 

In our IB unit- How we express ourselves, 3D has been inquiring into the central 

idea “messages can be communicated in different ways”. The students have 

explored the following lines of inquiry: 

-Different ways messages are 

communicated 

-How beliefs and values are reflected in 

written and non-written form 

-How different forms of self-expression 

provoke thoughts/feelings 

 

Part of the Grade 3 curriculum is an exploration into four communities: India, 

Ukraine, Peru and Tunisia. The students spent time inquiring into the flags of the 

four countries. They had the opportunity to explore and compare the flags and 

inquire into the meaning of the colors and symbols on the flags. They also thought 

about the message the flag presents. Students were then asked to create a new 

flag for Canada that represented the beliefs 

and values of our country.  

 

 
 
 

 



 

Grade 5 Exhibition-Sharing the Planet 
Central idea: A global pandemic can shape our history and create new challenges in 

our present.  

 

Lines of inquiry: 

● The changes in an individual's life during a pandemic 

● Impact of pandemics on society 

● Our responsibility during pandemics 

 

Our Grade 5 students are continuing to work through their Exhibition journey! 

Students have participated in activities where they inquired into what a PYP 

Exhibition is, pandemics in the past, vaccine research and life pre and post COVID. 

They have also been reflecting weekly on the central idea, lines of inquiry, as well 

as their experiences so far. Students are also learning how to properly cite their 

sources in preparation for the research portion of Exhibition.  

 

 

 



 

 
 

Year 4 MYP Sciences  

This month our MYP year 4 students 

were engaged in an inquiry-based 

laboratory when they were given 

the opportunity to design their own 

scientific investigation pertaining to 

the real-life scenario of dealing with 

excess acid in a stomach. Students 

were provided with a mystery acid 

and the process of solving the 

problem of neutralizing the acid was 

driven by an open-ended procedure. 

This level of inquiry allowed our 

students to determine their own 

hypothesis, to investigate the data 

they should collect, and the 

interpretation of that data. The 

students’ findings were authentic, 

open-ended and unexpected, which 

is very similar to a real-life scientist 

exploring and investigating their 

own scientific problem. In this open-inquiry pH laboratory 

the students were encouraged to experiment and discover new knowledge from 

their creativity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Black History Month 

To celebrate and recognize Black History 

Month, the students have participated in 

various learning experiences to honour and 

celebrate the achievements and contributions 

of Black people and their communities.  

 

 

The Grade 7 Language 

Acquisition students began their 

classes this month with prompts 

in French of Black Canadians 

who have been a part of shaping 

Canada’s heritage and identity. 

We wanted to learn more about 

and honour the contributions 

that various Black Canadians 

have made, and continue to 

make, in all sectors of society 

including Alphonso Davies, Jerome Iginla, Hal Johnson, Jesse Lipscombe and many 

more. Students used “Mentimeter,” an interactive presentation software to share 

their thoughts, questions and research about the particular person that day.  

 



 

As always we welcome questions about the IB programme in our school. Andrea             

Olivieri is the coordinator for the Primary Years Programme (PYP) and Lyndsy            

Panizzon is the coordinator for the Middle Years Programme (MYP). They can be             

reached at Andrea.olivieri@ecsd.net and Lyndsy.Panizzon@ecsd.net  
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