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Administrators’ Message
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ADVENT
L ord our G od, we prais e  you for your S on, Je s us  C hris t. H e is 
E mmanuel, the hope of all peoples ;  H e is  the  wis dom that 
teache s  and guide s  us ;  H e is the S aviour of ev e ry  nation.

During the season of Advent, it is important to take some time to reflect 
upon and prepare for the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ. Bishop David 
Motiuk students will mark the start of Advent with livestreamed 
classroom celebrations, and an Advent mass in the second week of the 
season. Bishop David and our division Chaplain, Fr. Glenn MacDonald 
will be celebrating with us.

There are wonderful Advent resources for families at the following link:
Art of Advent 2021

https://www.ecsd.net/page/38135/the-art-of-advent-2021


Administrators’ Message Continued …
Dream Builders’ Campaign

This year, students enjoyed our annual Movie Day in support of the ECS 

Foundation’s Dreams for Kids campaign. Thank you to all families who supported 

this worthwhile event. Donations to the Foundation go to support school breakfast 

and lunch programs, to support student mental health initiatives and to assist 

students and families in need in our schools. Some of our own students and 

families have received assistance from the Foundation, so this is a charity we are 

very happy to support. 

We know that this year is very different both in terms of the types of activities we 

carry out in our schools and in what families are able to give. Again, we appreciate 

all of your support! At this time, we are still tallying our donation totals. 
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Administrators’ Message Continued …
Masks
Elementary students love to play outside and quite 
often, their masks become wet and soggy while they 
are outside. Parents, please make sure to send a few 
extra masks with your children so that they can be 
comfortable throughout the day. Thank you!
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Administrator’s 
Message 
Continued…

As we journey through 
Advent and prepare for the 
Christmas season, we wish 
each of our families a 
blessed Christmas holiday 
filled with joy and 
happiness. Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year!
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Bishop David’s Message

Bishop David’s Message is posted to our website. 
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https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/226/Bishop%20David%20-%20The%20Legend%20of%20the%20Elderly%20Grandmother-1.pdf


Chief  Superintendent Martin’s Message

Chief Superintendent Martin’s Message is 
posted to our website. 
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https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/226/Chief%20Superintendent%20Newsletter%20December%2021.pdf


IB Coordinators’ 
Message

Our IB coordinators’ monthly message is available on 
our website: December IB News. This is where you will 
find updates on the wonderful learning taking place in 
our classrooms. Please take a few minutes to look 
through it and to see what our students are up to! 

Our PYP coordinator, Andrea Olivieri, is currently on 
leave. We thank Ms. Christina Panizzon, who will be 
stepping in as acting IB coordinator for the Primary 
Years Programme until Mrs. Olivieri’s return. Ms. 
Panizzon has served in this role before and brings a 
wealth of experience to the position.

Our IB coordinators welcome questions about the IB 
programmes in our school: 

Primary Years Programme 
Christina.Panizzon@ecsd.net 

Middle Years Programme Lyndsy.Panizzon@ecsd.net
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https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/226/BDM%20IB%20HIghlights%20December%202021.pdf
mailto:Christina.Panizzon@ecsd.net
mailto:Lyndsy.Panizzon@ecsd.net


Advent Celebrations & Mass

We will mark the start of Advent with 
short celebrations that will be 
livestreamed to our classrooms, 
both at school and online.

Week 1 – November 29, 9:00 am, 
Lighting of the Wreath

Week 2 – December 8 – 10:00 am 
Eucharistic Celebration and lighting 
of the Wreath.  Fr. Glenn will be our 
celebrant. 

Week 3 – December 13 – 9:00 am, 
Lighting of the Wreath. 

Week 4/Christmas Celebration –
December 17, 9:00 am, 
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Christmas Food Drive
Advent is a time to prepare, to anticipate and to celebrate the 
birth of Jesus Christ. During this time, we prepare our hearts, 
but unfortunately, it is a difficult time for some. Preparations 
for Christmas are hard for some families, especially when it 
comes to preparing a holiday meal. This year at Bishop David 
Motiuk, we will once again prepare our hearts for Advent, by 
supporting our community with Christmas hampers.

During the first and second weeks of Advent, we will be 
collecting food items to prepare Christmas food hampers to 
be delivered to families in need at our own school and to the 
Food Bank.

On the next page, you will find items that we will be 
collecting and when to send them with your child(ren). 
Examples are provided, the more the variety of items we 
collect, the more hampers we can provide. Families are also 
welcome to send a cash donation of one or two dollars, or 
even a grocery store gift card, which will be put towards 
helping families with perishable or large item purchases like 
turkeys, hams, milk, bread, and eggs.
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Christmas Food Drive

Monday November 29th: Drinks (1 litre cartons of juice, 
cans/boxes of hot chocolate, cans of coffee, jars of instant 
coffee, boxes of tea, cans of Lemonade or Iced Tea mix)

Tuesday November 30th: Canned Fruits and Vegetables (cans of 
fruit, cans of peas, beans, corn, or mixed vegetables, cans of 
cranberry sauce, jars of pickles)

Wednesday December 1st: Sweet Treats (packages/boxes of 
cookies, boxes of candy canes or other packaged candy, bags 
of sugar, pancake syrup)

Thursday December 2nd: Stuffing, Pasta (boxes of 
Instant potatoes, Stovetop-style boxed stuffing, 
spaghetti/pasta, macaroni and cheese)

Friday December 3rd: Miscellaneous Pantry Items (canned ham, 
canned tuna or salmon, crackers, mayonnaise, mustard, jam, 
peanut butter, tomato/pasta sauce, Cheez Whiz, canned meats 
[tuna/salmon/ham]), pancake mix.

As part of our commitment to the safety of students and staff, 
we will ensure the following protocols are in place when 
collecting and delivering the donated items: use of proper PPE, 
proper hand hygiene, specified space where items can be stored 
along with school protocols.

Your generosity will have a positive impact on our families and 
well as the larger community. Every donation matters, thank 
you for making a difference.December 2021 12



Elementary Christmas Concert
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We are not able to hold a traditional Christmas 
Concert this year, but nonetheless, our 
students are hard at work preparing a digital 
performance for our families. Mrs. De Wee and 
Miss Barnett are very excited to showcase the 
many gifts and talents of our students. On 
December 17, the concert videos will be 
available for viewing. Grades 1 – 3 videos will 
be uploaded to their main Google classroom. 
Grades 4 – 5 videos will be uploaded to their 
separate music Google Classroom. We can’t 
wait to share some festive fun with you!  
Special thanks to Mrs. De Wee and Ms. Barnett 
for their hard work in preparing children for 
their performances.



12 Days of  Christmas Activities
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Christmas Around the World
Learn about Christmas traditions in 
other parts of the world. 

Favorite Christmas Story

Day 2: Friday, Dec 3

Christmas Hat/Antler Day

Day 3: Monday, Dec 6

Christmas Carol Day

Day 4: Tuesday, Dec 7

Students are looking forward to our annual 12 Days of Christmas! Although they will have to participate in their 
classroom cohort groups, students will still be able to enjoy some of the magic and wonder of the Christmas 
season. 

Day 1: Thursday, Dec 2

Share your favorite Christmas story. Wear your Christmas hat or antlers Impromptu Christmas Carols a few 
times throughout the day.



12 Days of  Christmas Activities

Red & Green Day Christmas Games Day Grinch Day Candy Cane Day
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Wear Red, Green or both today.

Day 6: Thursday, Dec 9 Day 7: Friday, Dec 10 Day 8: Monday, Dec 13Day 5: Wednesday, Dec 8

Christmas games for one block today. Read the story, watch the cartoon, dress like a 
character

Everyone gets a candy cane. Dress in red and 
white.



12 Days of  Christmas Activities

Christmas STEM Day Christmas Fitness Day Christmas Fun Day Christmas Sweater Day
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Christmas Themed STEM Activities

Day 10: Wednesday, Dec 15 Day 11: Thursday, Dec 16 Day 12: Friday, Dec 17Day 9: Tuesday, Dec 14

Christmas themed fitness activities. Outdoor fun, hot chocolate and a visit from 
Santa.

Wear your favorite Christmas sweater.



Christmas Mass Times 
At this time, we are not able to share information about
Christmas masses in the parishes associated with our school.
Our parishes are operating under COVID 19 protocols and
each has capacity limits with regard to how many
parishioners can be accommodated at one time. Pre-
registration is required for all masses.

Please take some time to visit parish websites and read the
parish bulletins (posted on each parish website) each week
so that you will have information as it becomes available:

Annunciation Parish

Good Shepherd Parish

St. John the Evangelist Parish

St. Joseph’s Basilica
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https://annunciation.caedm.ca/
https://goodshep.caedm.ca/
https://stjohnevangelist.edm.caedm.ca/
http://www.stjosephbasilica.com/


Congratulations Volleyball Teams!
Congratulations to both our Senior Girls’ and Senior Boys’ Volleyball 

Teams. Both teams made the quarter finals! We are so proud of our 

teams and their hard work!
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Basketball Season 
Starts Soon!
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Basketball season will be starting as 
soon as Volleyball is finished. Dates 
and times for tryouts will be 
communicated during morning 
announcements. We will be running 
junior and senior teams for both boys 
and girls. Home games and most 
away games will be livestreamed.



Student Record 
Information
Parents…if you have recently moved or changed your 

contact information, please let the office know. In the 

event of an emergency, it is important to have up-to-date 

contact information. Also, if students have recently 

become Canadian citizens, please provide us with 

documentation so we can update our records.
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PowerSchool Mobile App
Gone are the days when parents and students waited for a 
report card to see how students were doing in school. 
PowerSchool allows parents to see a teachers’ gradebook and 
check attendance information at any time - and using the 
PowerSchool Mobile App makes this process even easier. The 
app is user-friendly and allows parents to get alerts, see 
assessment information and monitor attendance quickly and 
easily.
All you need to do is download the PowerSchool app, enter 
your parent username and password and you will be good to 
go!

Although the PowerSchool Mobile App is probably the easiest 

way to monitor your child’s learning, you may wish to monitor 

by logging in to a traditional desktop computer. The updated 

video How to Track Ongoing Learning Progress may be helpful 

for you.
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https://youtu.be/3PH3N0tiVuw


Traffic in the Neighbourhood
As you can imagine, we receive several phone calls each day about 
parking in the neighbourhood. We have a very large school and several 
hundred vehicles congregating in a relatively small area in a short 
window of time creates a chaotic situation. Neighbours are justifiably 
upset when their driveways are blocked and drivers refuse to move their 
vehicles, or when their garbage bins are moved by people looking for a 
parking spot, which leads to missed pick ups. We also have issues with 
parents leaving their vehicles in the middle of the road, or parking in the 
loading zone for an extended period of time, rather than the five minutes 
typically allotted for a loading zone. 

Parents…please be considerate of our neighbours when you are 
dropping off and picking up your children. Please DO NOT block 
driveways or move garbage bins to create a parking space for yourself. 
Please do not park in the loading zone for more than a few minutes – it is 
a loading zone and not a parking area. If your child is eligible for bussing, 
please consider purchasing a yellow bus pass and picking your children 
up at the stop if they can’t walk home alone from the bus stop.  Please 
call 311 if you witness or have concerns about parking in the area. 
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Payment for 
Yellow Bus Passes

Please make sure to submit 
payments for yellow bus passes by 
the first day of each month. The 
number of bus passes we issue 
makes it very difficult for us to 
process late payments. Our office 
staff simply do not have the time to 
call families over and over again 
regarding late payments. 

If we have not received payment by 
the end of the first full week of the 
month, we will assume that your 
child(ren) will not be taking the bus 
for that month, and you will need to 
make arrangements to transport 
them to and from school. They will 
not be allowed to ride the yellow 
school bus. Thank you for your 
attention to this matter.
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Severe Weather Conditions
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Our transportation system has a very good record for service. 
However, given the possible extremes of Edmonton weather 
and the potential for unexpected mechanical difficulties, it is 
impossible to guarantee that busses will run on time or at all. A 
route can take 50% longer in adverse weather conditions. 
Parents are advised that if a bus does not arrive within 20 
minutes of its scheduled time, they are to assume the bus is not 
coming. Parents must ensure that their child knows to return 
home or to a pre-selected location. Parents must then make 
alternate arrangements to get their child to school.



Severe Weather Conditions
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Parents should also ensure that:

• Children are supervised at the bus stop
• Children have a place to go in the event the bus does not arrive
• Children have alternate arrangements for getting to school 

should the bus not arrive
• Children are suitably clothed to withstand weather extremes

Transportation Services’ normal operational procedures for delayed 
transportation also apply in severe weather conditions. The Carrier 
is responsible for notifying the school and Transportation Services 
when a route is running late.
Parents then have access to three different resources for updates on 
particular routes: 
1. Calling Transportation Services (780-441-6078)
2. Calling the Carrier (First Student – 825-410-5981)
3. Calling the school (780-409-2603)



Cancellation of  
Yellow Bus Service

Radio and television 
stations will carry 
announcements with 
respect to transportation 
cancellations due to 
inclement weather 
conditions. 

Every effort is made to have 
messages broadcast 
commencing no later than 
6:30 AM.
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It’s Not Cool to be Cold
Did you know?

• Snow forts and tunnels can collapse and suffocate a child

• When children are outside, they often do not realize how cold they are becoming

• Bright sun during the winter can cause a sunburn 

What Parents Can Do:

• Signs of frost nip are slight pain and whitening of the affected area e.g. tips of the ears turn white. Warm the 

affected area by breathing on it or warming it with your hands but do not rub. Do not apply snow or water.

• Supervise children when they play outside.

• Choose play areas with warm shelters nearby.

• Provide children with a neck warmer instead of a scarf to prevent strangulation on playground equipment. 

What Kids Can Do:

• If you feel pain in your fingers, toes, ears, cheeks, nose or chin, get inside to warm up.

• Dress in layers. If you get too warm take off one layer at a time.

• Wear sunscreen on exposed skin on sunny days.

• Don’t put your tongue on cold metal

• If you can only remember one thing:

• Most of our body heat is lost through our heads, so always wear a hat or toque in cold weather.
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Pull Tabs for 
Wheelchairs

Don’t know what to do with pull tabs from drink cans –

especially around the holiday season? Collect them and 

bring them to school! We are pleased to support the 

Knights of Columbus pull tab campaign. The aluminum in 

the pull tabs is used toward providing wheelchairs for 

people who need them. As you can imagine, it takes 

thousands upon thousands of pull tabs to make just one 

wheelchair…so please drop them off whenever you can.
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to each of our BDM families! 
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Bishop David Motiuk Catholic Elementary and Junior High School
855 Lewis Greens Drive NW | Edmonton, AB | T5T 4B2
Phone: 780-409-2603 | Email: 1967web@ecsd.net
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