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Administrators’ Message
This month, we would like to send a special thank 

you to all parents who have been so diligent in 

making sure that students who are not feeling well 

remain at home. 

As expected, we had high numbers of positive cases 

of Covid throughout January. Indeed, our 

kindergarten classes had high enough numbers to 

warrant online teaching for one week. We know that 

our numbers were actually higher than reported, 

since students may have had Covid, but with the 

delay in getting rapid testing kits from the 

government, they were unable to test for 

confirmation. Working with us and keeping children 

home when sick has helped to keep all of us safe at 

school. 
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Administrators’ Message Con’t
February is Black History Month. We are looking forward to many interesting 

and engaging activities for students throughout the month.

Other upcoming events include:

Wednesday, February 2 – Winter Walk Day

Wednesday, February 9 – BDM Virtual Open House

Thursday, February 10 – 100 Days of School. 

Monday, February 14 – Classroom Valentine Activities

Monday, February 14 – Friday, February 18 – Random Acts of Kindness Week

Monday, February 21 – Family Day. No School.
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Administrators’ Message Con’t

During February, we start our planning for the next school year. We are 

now accepting new registrations for the 2022-2023 school year in 

Kindergarten to Grade Nine. Our Virtual Open House is on Wednesday, 

February 9 at 7:00 PM. Videos and information about our school will be 

posted to our website well in advance. We were fielding inquiries well 

before online registration began in January and we already have a 

number of new registrations in kindergarten. We know from 

experience that morning kindergarten classes fill up quickly. If your 

friends and neighbours are planning to register with us for the 

upcoming school year, particularly in kindergarten, please encourage 

them to do so as soon as possible. Please see the Registration and 

Open House section of this newsletter for more information.
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Chief  Superintendent Martin’s Message

Chief Superintendent Martin’s Message 
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https://www.ecsd.net/page/40273/chief-superintendent-s-message-february-2022


Archbishop Smith’s Message

Archbishop Smith’s Message
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https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FFaith%20Alive%2FParent%20Newsletters%2F2021%2D2022%2FArchbishop%20Smith%20article%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FFaith%20Alive%2FParent%20Newsletters%2F2021%2D2022


IB Coordinators’ Message Our IB coordinators’ monthly message is available on 
our website: February IB News. This is where you will 
find updates on the wonderful learning taking place in 
our classrooms. Please take a few minutes to look 
through it and to see what our students are up to! 

Our IB coordinators welcome questions about the IB 
programmes in our school: 

Primary Years Programme 
Christina.Panizzon@ecsd.net 

Middle Years Programme Lyndsy.Panizzon@ecsd.net

February 2022 8

https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/226/BDM%20IB%20Highlights%20February%202022.pdf
mailto:Christina.Panizzon@ecsd.net
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Staffing Updates
A few additional staffing updates to share this month:

First, Mrs. Avery’s leave has been extended. Since she is in a specialist 

position, her absence is not easily filled through the replacement 

teacher roster. Consequently, the following teacher moves will be in 

place:

Mrs. De Wee will take over Mrs. Avery’s position. Mrs. Carr will take over 

for Mrs. De Wee in elementary music. Ms. Mariangela Rosi will be 

looking after Mrs. Carr’s 1D class.

Next, Ms. Coueslan is also on a leave. Effective January 31, Ms. Kristina 

Cunha will be taking over in the 3D class.

Finally, Mrs. Santin is on leave as well. Taking over for Mrs. Santin in 

the 2F class will be Ms. Julia Mazza. 

We are very pleased to have Ms. Rosi, Ms. Cunha and Ms. Mazza join our 

staff! 
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MYP Student Faith Day
On Thursday January 27, BDM's MYP students participated in our annual Faith Day. This 

was a day created specifically for our students to connect with God and for us to build 

community within our school. We began the day with a Liturgy led by Father Paul 

Kavanagh and Deacon Ryan Sales. Following this, we had three guest speakers. Father 

Leo Patalinghug, a priest and professional chef from Boston, led us on a journey to 

develop our understanding of Jesus as food for our mind, body, and soul. Deacon Ryan 

Sales shared his heartfelt journey to becoming a Deacon and how the journey is just as 

important as the destination. We are all loved by God for being our unique selves 

because He created us to be just that. Finally, we finished the morning off with a video 

presentation created by Father Rob Galea, an Australian priest who was also a 

contestant on Australia’s Got Talent. Fr. Rob touched on the pandemic and how 

technology has been a wonderful way for us to keep in contact with each other but that 

it cannot replace in person connection and community. All the videos shared were 

specifically recorded for Bishop David Motiuk's MYP Faith Day, which is such a blessing. 

A huge thank you goes out to Mrs. Oleksiw and Mrs. Halliday for arranging our day, and 

to Ms. Gomez and Mr. Wasik for being the magic team behind the camera. It was a 

wonderful day filled with fantastic lessons and meaningful discussion.
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BDM Registrations
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We are now accepting new registrations in kindergarten through grade nine for the 2022-2023 school year. We are 
at capacity in all grades, so new registrations are limited to resident (Catholic) students who reside within our 
boundary area. 

New registrations for all schools in the Edmonton Catholic Division are completed online. The online registration 
process will go live on January 10. New registrations will be confirmed as they are received.

To register for our Kindergarten program, children must be 5 years of age on or before December 31 of their 
kindergarten year. Parents are encouraged to use the online Kindergarten Calculator to determine when their 
child will be eligible for kindergarten programming: http://parent.ecsd.net/kindergarten/

Parents of students wishing to transfer to BDM from another Catholic school simply complete the intention icon 
in PowerSchool. We will evaluate transfer requests as we receive them.

http://parent.ecsd.net/kindergarten/


BDM Open House
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Our Open House is for all grades, Kindergarten through grade 
nine. It  will  be held on Wednesday, February 9 at 6:30 pm and 
will be a Teams Event. We have limited spaces in most of our 
grades, so if  your friends and neighbours are planning to 
register with us, please encourage them to complete the online 
registration at their earliest convenience. If  they are 
transferring from another Catholic school, parents can simply 
complete the Intention Icon in PowerSchool.

The Open House will  begin at 6:30 pm. It will  include a very 
short general program, then guests will  be able to take part in 
a virtual tour of the school and join presentations for 
kindergarten and our International Baccalaureate programmes.

We know that our best form of advertising is your sharing of the 
good things that are happening at Bishop David Motiuk. We 
thank you for passing on this information to any parents you 
know who may be interested in our school for the fall.

Thank you for spreading the good news!



Other Virtual Open Houses

• High School
• Archbishop MacDonald – February 23 at 6:30 PM
• St. Francis Xavier 

• Sports Academies – February 10 at 6:30 PM
• Regular Program – February 24 at 6:30 PM

• St. Joseph – February 24 at 7:00 PM
• St. Oscar Romero – March 10 at 7:00 PM

• Focus Programs
• St. Thomas More – General, Sports Academies, Nehiyaw Pimatisiwin Cree Program– February 24 at 7:00 PM
• Holy Cross – French Immersion – February 2 at 6:30 PM
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Black History Month
Throughout the month of February, students in grades 4-9 
will be inquiring into Black history in Canada. Through 
different provincial lenses, each grade level will have the 
opportunity to examine the contributions of Black pioneers 
who helped establish Canada in its earliest stages. Students 
will analyze significant events, famous individuals, and 
steps toward racial equity associated with their province. In 
keeping with the Canadian Theme for 2022, February and 
Forever: Celebrating Black History today and every day, 
students will display their findings throughout the building 
and a school wide gallery walk will ensue at the end of the 
month.

Students in grades K-3 will take part in classroom activities 
related to Black History Month.
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Winter Walk 2022
We are excited to announce that Bishop David Motiuk School will be taking part in Winter 
Walk Day next Wednesday, February 2! In the event of extreme cold, we will walk on a 
different winter day.

Walking to school in winter has many potential benefits, including benefits for your child’s 
health and well-being (like opportunities to learn and socialize on the way to school, and 
arriving to school alert and ready to learn), our community (reduced traffic congestion around 
the school) and the environment, too. 

Walk with your child to school next Wednesday to join in the celebration! If you’re on your 
way somewhere else and plan on driving to your next destination, consider walking and 
taking transit (see Google maps for available transit routes to/from your destination:

https://www.google.ca/maps), or park/drop your child off a block or two away from the 
school to walk the rest of the way in. If you’re not able to join, encourage your child to walk 
with a friend.

Winter Walking Tips

• Keep hands and head covered to prevent heat loss.
• On really cold days wear a scarf over your face and mouth.
• Wear warm, waterproof boots.
• Wear a warm coat that deflects the wind.
• Woolen clothing helps to retain the heat.
• Wear clothing or carry knapsacks with reflective material – it’s important to be seen.
• If possible, change wet clothes at school – tuck an extra pair of socks and mitts into 

knapsacks.
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Basketball Season is Here!
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Basketball season is officially underway! Our senior 
boys’ basketball team has been working hard and 
building chemistry over the last three weeks. 
They recently competed in their first weekend 
tournament where they played their hearts out and 
made major improvements in their teamwork, 
communication, and confidence. They are quick 
learners. We are happy to be back on the court!

Our senior girls’ basketball team has been working hard 
in their practices to build a strong sense of community 
while developing their basketball skills. They have 
already shown great progress over the last few weeks. 
The girls are excited to be able to play basketball this 
year and are preparing for an amazing season!

Please tune in to our livestreams to see our teams in 
action!
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Valentine’s Day Activities
Valentine’s Day is an opportunity to show others 
that we care about them. This year, Valentine’s 
Day will be a little different than we are used to, 
but we are still looking forward to a LOVE-ly day. 
Valentine’s events will take place in homeroom 
classes on February 14. Students will be required 
to bring their own treats for any classroom parties 
(teachers will communicate regarding this). 

Valentine’s Day cards may be exchanged, but 
students are asked to place all cards in a Ziploc 
bag and bring them to their teacher for safe-
keeping by February 11. The cards will sit for the 
weekend before distribution. Alternatively, 
students may wish to send virtual Valentine cards 
this year. 



Pull Tabs for Wheelchairs
Don’t know what to do with pull tabs from drink cans – especially 

around the holiday season? Collect them and bring them to 

school! We are pleased to support the Knights of Columbus pull 

tab campaign. The aluminum in the pull tabs is used toward 

providing wheelchairs for people who need them. As you can 

imagine, it takes thousands upon thousands of pull tabs to make 

just one wheelchair…so please drop them off whenever you can.

Please see the Spring Knights of Columbus Newsletter for 

information about how these pull tabs are used.
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https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/226/KofCSpring%20Newsletter.pdf
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Bishop David Motiuk Catholic Elementary and Junior High School
855 Lewis Greens Drive NW | Edmonton, AB | T5T 4B2
Phone: 780-409-2603 | Email: 1967web@ecsd.net
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