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Administrators’ Message
Support for Ukraine

Who would have thought that at the beginning of the season of Lent our attention would be drawn to the 

Russian invasion of the Ukraine and the pain and suffering being felt by the Ukrainian people at this 

terrible time?

Our thoughts and prayers are with the Ukrainian people and with those here in Canada who worry about 

friends and relatives in the Ukraine right now, including our own Bishop David Motiuk. 

As our Lenten charity, our school will be supporting the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy’s Aid to the 

Humanitarian Crisis in Ukraine campaign. Families who wish to may donate directly on the Eparchy 

website or they may contribute through the school - either by making a donation through PowerSchool 

(Mar 2) or with cash. Tax receipts are issued for donations made through the Eparchy website, but not for 

donations made through the school. If you make a donation through the Eparchy website, please indicate 

that your children attend Bishop David Motiuk School. If we all contribute a little, together we will be 

making a large contribution. Thank you for your support.

https://eeparchy.com/donate/


Administrators’ Message
Additional information and statements on the situation in the Ukraine are available at the bottom of the 

donation page on the Eparchy website.

The Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops has also issued a Statement on the Russian Invasion of the 

Ukraine. 

We will have a variety of activities during Lent focused on prayers and support for Ukraine.

Lenten Season

The season of Lent is a time of reflection and of turning our hearts to God. We turn our attention to 

growing spiritually so that we can fully cherish the joy of Easter. Lent helps us to listen more and pray, just 

as Jesus did in the desert. During Lent, we limit activities and events in the school so that we can reflect 

upon and share in Jesus’ experience in the desert.

https://caedm.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Russian-Invasion-of-Ukraine-CCCB-Executive-Committee-Statement-EN.pdf


Administrators’ Message
• Our Lenten Journey begins on Ash Wednesday, March 2, when 

Bishop David and Fr. Paul Kavanagh will lead us in mass. The 

mass will be livestreamed. Ashes and the Eucharist will be 

distributed in homeroom cohorts.

• As a reminder, Ash Wednesday is one of two meatless days (the 

other is Good Friday) in the Canadian Catholic Church.  Please 

do not send meat items in lunches on Ash Wednesday. Thank 

you!



Administrators’ Message Con’t

Break the Rules Day

We would like to thank all families who supported our Valentine’s Break the 

Rules Day. We had so much fun and through your generosity, we were able to 

raise $2430.00 for the ECS Foundation! This will go to support breakfast 

programs and other initiatives in high needs schools. Special thanks to Nimi in 

grade three for letting us know that we needed a Break the Rules Day!



Chief Superintendent’s Message
• Chief Superintendent Robert Martin’s Message is available 

on the division website:

• https://www.ecsd.net/page/9041/chief-superintendent-s-

message



Fr. Glenn McDonald’s Message

• Fr. Glenn McDonald’s Message has been posted to our website:

• Pope Francis Wants to Hear from You

https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/226/Pope%20Francis%20Wants%20to%20Hear%20from%20You.pdf


IB Coordinators’ Message

o Our IB coordinators’ monthly message is available on our 

website: March IB News. This is where you will find updates 

on the wonderful learning taking place in our classrooms. 

Please take a few minutes to look through it and to see 

what our students are up to! 

o As always, we welcome questions about the IB programmes 

in our school. Christina Panizzon is the coordinator for the 

Primary Years Programme (PYP) and Lyndsy Panizzon is the 

coordinator for the Middle Years Programme (MYP). Andrea 

Olivieri is available to answer questions in both the PYP and 

MYP. 

https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/226/March%20IB%20Highlights.pdf
mailto:Christina.Panizzon@ecsd.net
mailto:Lyndsy.Panizzon@ecsd.net
mailto:Andrea.Olivieri@ecsd.net


40 Steps with Jesus
Starting Wednesday, March 2, a virtual faith journey created by Religious 

Education Services will provide ECSD families with opportunities to participate in 

prayer, little liturgies, and reflections on weekly Scripture passages, as well as 

activities that will highlight the lives of saints and our call to fast and to give alms. 

Lent is a 40-day season of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving that begins on Ash 

Wednesday and ends at sundown on Holy Thursday. It is a period of preparation 

to celebrate the Lord's Resurrection at Easter. During Lent, we seek the Lord in 

prayer by reading Sacred Scripture; we serve by giving alms; and we practice self-

control through fasting. Called to not only abstain from luxuries but to a true inner 

conversion of heart, Edmonton Catholic Schools invite our families to journey with 

Christ; to follow his will more faithfully. Join us on Ash Wednesday as we begin our 

40 Steps with Jesus! Please visit the Faith Alive site starting March 2.

https://www.ecsd.net/page/16775/faith-alive


Synod 2021-2023
Pope Francis has called a Synod and for the first time ever, he is 
inviting all of the Catholic faithful throughout the world to share 
their thoughts about the Church. This is a unique and special 
opportunity for us!

Families may participate in the Synod either on their own or after 
participating in a Listening Session designed to help us focus our 
thoughts. The Listening Phase will continue until mid-April.

Listening Sessions are held through the Archdiocese and through 
parishes. We will also be holding a listening session for parents 
through the school. 

Please see the Synod Postcard for more information.

https://caedm.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/synod-postcard.pdf


Students in grades 4 – 9 spent 
the past month inquiring into 
Canadian Black History. Each 
grade was assigned a province 
or territory to research. Findings 
on the history of black people in 
our country were displayed 
throughout the hallways. 
Students will be touring the 
displays in a Gallery Walk this 
week and next. This school-
wide collaboration was a huge 
success and something we hope 
to repeat again next year!

Black 
History 
Month



Black History Month



Black History Month



Confirm Registrations: Intention Icon

All parents of students currently enrolled at Bishop David Motiuk are asked to 

confirm registrations for their children for the 2022-2023 school year by 

completing the “Intention Icon” in PowerSchool. This enables us to plan 

effectively for classes and staffing for the upcoming school year. Using this 

feature in PowerSchool is a quick and easy way of letting us know what your 

intentions are for the upcoming school year. The Intention Icon opened today 

and will remain open until March 17. Thank you!



High School Registrations
Grade 9 Parents – please note that grade 10 registrations will 

take place in the morning of March 14 for those students who 

wish to register at St. Oscar Romero and St. Francis Xavier High 

Schools. 

Students wishing to register at other High Schools are asked to 

check the high school websites for registration information.

Families still indicate the high school of their choice in the 

Intention Icon in PowerSchool.



New Registrations
We are now accepting new registrations in kindergarten through grade nine for 
the 2022-2023 school year. We are at capacity in all grades, so new registrations 
are limited to resident (Catholic) students who reside within our boundary area. 

Kindergarten Registrations

To register for our Kindergarten program, children must be 5 years of age on or 
before December 31 of their kindergarten year. Parents are encouraged to use the 
online Kindergarten Calculator to determine when their child will be eligible for 
kindergarten programming: http://parent.ecsd.net/kindergarten/

New to ECSD Registrations

All new registration applications (for students not currently enrolled in an 
Edmonton Catholic School), are completed online: 
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1270/register-today. New registrations will be 
confirmed starting in early March.

Transfers from other Catholic Schools

Resident students attending other ECSD schools but living within our boundary 
area may transfer to our school if they wish. Non-resident students living in our 
boundary area who are currently attending other Catholic schools may transfer to 
Bishop David Motiuk for junior high (a natural transition point) or if we have space 
available. 

This year, all families will be asked to indicate the school they wish their children 
to attend by using an “Intention Icon” in PowerSchool. This feature will open on 
February 28.

http://parent.ecsd.net/kindergarten/


Staffing Updates

• As you know, there have been a number of staffing changes at BDM over 

the last while. We are very pleased to let you know that Mrs. Olivieri has 

returned from her leave and will gradually be assuming her teaching 

duties. Mrs. Rosi will work with Mrs. Olivieri for the next while. With Mrs. 

Olivieri’s return, Ms. Christina Panizzon will take over Mrs. Avery’s FSL 

classes and Mrs. De Wee and Mrs. Carr will return to their regular teaching 

assignments. 



Student Led Conferences
• Student-Led Conferences will be held on Thursday, March 10.  

• Conferences for kindergarten parents will take place in the morning and afternoon.

• Conferences for parents in grades 1 – 9 will run from 1:00 to 5:00 PM and from 5:30 to 7:30 

PM. Discussion during Conferences will focus on student achievement to date with 

evidence of learning from projects and assignments students have completed to this point 

in the school year. 

• Conferences will be held via Teams. Once bookings have been confirmed, teachers will 

send Teams invites to parents. Parents (with students) are asked to log on at their 

appointed time. Our online Conference Booking Manager will be open from 9:00 AM on 

Friday, March 4 until 3:00 PM on Wednesday, March 9. Parents who have used the 

Conference Booking Manager in the past may simply log in to book conferences. For 

parents who are using the Conference Booking Manager for the first time, simply click on 

the link above and register to create an account. 

https://motiuk-ecsd.schoolsoft.com/login.jsf


Puddles and Spare Clothing

Even though it is still cold out, the days are getting longer and we

know that spring is just around the corner. As the weather gets

warmer and the snow begins to melt, we anticipate that our field

will be filled with large puddles. Try as we might, we are not always

successful in our efforts to keep children away from these

springtime delights. With that in mind, it might be prudent to send

extra clothing with children, including older elementary students—at

least until the fields dry up! Thank you!



Hot Lunch Program
• Now that restrictions are easing, we are pleased to announce that we will resume our Hot Lunch 

Program starting in April. 

• Bishop David Motiuk uses Healthy Hunger as our hot lunch organizing service. Parents will be able 

to set up new accounts in late-March. Hot lunches are offered for students on Fridays. Our hot 

lunch providers include Mr. Sub, Booster Juice, Press’d, Panago, Mucho Burrito, Boston Pizza and 

others. Because our vendors require advance notice, lunch orders must be placed in advance. 

Once parents sign up for the service, they will receive email notices when new lunch dates are 

added. Orders are placed and paid for online. The school does not collect money for lunches. 

Changes to orders, including cancellations, may be made up to five days prior to the hot lunch 

date. After that time, no changes may be made. If a student is absent or ill on hot lunch day, 

parents may call the school to make arrangements for pick-up if they wish. Otherwise, the lunch 

will be donated to someone else. 

• To create an online account and to view an informative video about the service, please visit the 

Healthy Hunger website

• Thank you to Ms. De Sousa for coordinating our hot lunch program!

https://www.healthyhunger.ca/


The dates of the BDM Casino Fundraiser are quickly approaching!

Did You Know....

It is through fundraising efforts such as this that the BDM Parent Advisory Association is able to provide 
our school with funding for various initiatives such as learning materials, Chromebook carts, musical 
instruments, and so much more.

When you donate your time by signing up for a Casino shift, you become a part of an effort that raises 
THOUSANDS of dollars, which DIRECTLY benefits YOUR children.

Please note that vaccination verification and masking will not be required on May 3 & 4, 2022. Spares are 
needed for both nights. 

Please consider participating in this worthy fundraiser, your assistance will make an incredible 
difference. Please complete the following form by March 15, 2022.  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfZTT4MR-
MADhu68aQLRzjA9gvPE9CfMEnGInLh8kCQshDzA/viewform

Please feel free to mark multiple shifts, you will only be required to work one, this allows for some 
flexibility in scheduling. Your confirmed shift notice will be sent via e-mail in early April.

You may also e-mail your available shift times to angela@gnuy.org and a confirmation e-mail will be sent 
confirming shift times and volunteer information.

Any questions or concerns may be directed to Angela Yung, BDM Casino Coordinator at 7809032555.

Sincerely,

Angela Yung, BDM Casino Coordinator

Casino Volunteers Needed

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfZTT4MR-MADhu68aQLRzjA9gvPE9CfMEnGInLh8kCQshDzA/viewform
mailto:angela@gnuy.org


Upcoming Events

March 2 - Ash Wednesday Mass. 

March 3 and 4 -Teachers’ Convention. No school for students.

March 10 – Student Led Conferences.

March 17 – JH Student Faith Day (Division wide)

March 22 – Junior Achievement workshops for Grade 8 & 9.

March 24 – Full Day of Instruction.

March 25 – Dismissal at 12:15 for Spring Break.

March 28 – April 1 – Spring Break.

April 7 – School Council Meeting



Bishop David Motiuk Catholic Elementary and Junior High School
855 Lewis Greens Drive NW | Edmonton, AB | T5T 4B2
Phone: 780-409-2603 | Email: 1967web@ecsd.net
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