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MONTHLY MESSAGES 

Administrators’ Message 

Catholic Education Sunday is celebrated in November each year. This year, it is on November 7 and its theme is Catholic 
Education: Rebuild, Restore, Renew Together. This theme is especially relevant and inspiring as we navigate the fourth 
wave of the pandemic.” In their Letter Celebrating Catholic Education Sunday, our Bishops say: 

The difficult circumstances of these past two years have placed upon our families the heavy burden of 
worry and uncertainty as they strove to support the educational learning of their children. Our Catholic 
schools worked closely with parents through the dedicated efforts of trustees, superintendents, 
teachers and staff, all deeply committed to fulfilling the vision of Catholic education for more than 
183,500 students in 450 schools across the province of Alberta. The many acts of sacrificial love made 
for the sake of our students give witness to our faith, and serve to rebuild, restore and renew Catholic 
education. Together, our parish and school communities encourage parents to continue to choose a 
Catholic school for their children. We are grateful for the treasure that is Catholic education, and are 
eager to share it. 

The pandemic has certainly had an impact on our school just in our adherence to COVID 19 protocols, but we are pleased 
to report that we are celebrating moments of joy each and every day. A common theme in the prayers that our students 
share each morning is that they are grateful for the opportunity to be able to attend school each day. We are so happy and 
thankful that our students are enjoying learning each day. 

Terry Volk, Delia de Sousa, Karen Germaine  
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Chief Superintendent’s Message 

Chief Superintendent Robert Martin’s message is also available online: Superintendent’s Message for November 

November, 2021 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.” 

- Matthew, 5:9 

The month of November is one which is permeated with solemnity and deep reflection. We begin the month with All Saints’ 
and All Souls’ Days and reflect upon humankind’s journey to God’s kingdom. On Remembrance Day, our thoughts turn to 
those who have made the greatest of sacrifices to bring peace to the world. We end the month by commemorating 
Holodomor, the Ukrainian genocide under the Stalin regime. This can be quite a heavy mindset for the month, but it 
provides us with good opportunities to reflect on our own lives. In 2018, Pope Francis released an apostolic exhortation,  
Gaudete and Exsultate (Rejoice and be Glad), which was a call to holiness in our lives. It is a call to us to use our unique 
and special gifts to live our lives with love and bear witness in everything we do. Our Religious Education Department 
created summaries of each of the chapters of this exhortation to help unpack its meaning. You can find them, and so many 
other wonderful faith resources in the Faith Alive section of our public website. 

The call to serve in political office is a special vocation. On the heels of the municipal election, we are so pleased to have 
so many of our Board of Trustees back for another term. This Board has served as effective and thoughtful advocates and 
stewards of Edmonton Catholic Schools. I know that the next four years will continue to be highly collaborative, insightful, 
innovative, and respectful. Please join me in congratulating Terry Harris (Ward 71), Sandra Palazzo (Ward 72), Debbie 
Engel (Ward 74), Alene Mutala (Ward 75), Lisa Turchansky (Ward 76), and Laura Thibert (Ward 77). Ward 73 is without a 
trustee at this time. We will share more information regarding next steps to the vacancy as they unfold. In the interim, the 
schools in Ward 73 have all been assigned to other trustees as follows: 

Terry Harris: St. Bernadette, St. Nicholas, St. Jerome 

Sandra Palazzo: Father Leo Green, JJ Bowlen, St. Dominic 

Debbie Engel: St. Elizabeth Seton, St. Maria Goretti 

Alene Mutala: St. Alphonsus, Ben Calf Robe/St. Clare, St. Francis of Assisi 

Lisa Turchansky: St. Gerard, St. Vladimir, St. Leo 

Laura Thibert: Cardinal Collins Clareview, St. Bonaventure, Anne Fitzgerald 

November 7 is Catholic Education Sunday. The theme for the year, which is established by the Bishops of Alberta and the 
Northwest Territories, is Catholic Education: Rebuild, Restore, Renew Together. In their letter for the day, they share that 
“(Catholic Education Sunday) provides us with an opportunity to recognize the vibrant faith that is the foundation of our 
Catholic schools and encourages us to reflect with gratitude on the countless blessings to be found within the Catholic 
educational community. You can read their full letter by clicking here. ECSD is very excited to be piloting a Fall Break for 
the first time from November 11-15, 2021. We hope that this opportunity for a break in the hectic pace of everyone’s busy 
lives will be restorative and rejuvenating for all.I leave you with a final thought from Pope Francis that reflects our call to 
holiness: “The response of faith demands that we be active in our love for God and in our love of neighbour.” (10/29/21) 

Sincerely,Robert Martin,   

Chief Superintendent  
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Father Julian Bilyj’s Message 

All Saints’ Day is Our Feast Day 

All Saints' Day is a solemn holy day of the Catholic Church celebrated annually on November 1.All Saints'Day emphasizes 
the universalityof the call to sanctity. If we isolate a given saint -Francis of Assisi, Thomas Aquinas, Dominic Savio, Teresa 
of Calcutta, John Paul II -they can seem so far beyond us. But All Saints Day emphasizes not only canonized saints but 
also all the ordinary people, forgotten to history, who God has remembered as saintly. And it reminds us that being a saint 

is the ordinary goal of Christianlife. Everything in the Church -preaching, teaching, scripture, sacraments, the Eucharist, 
everything -is meant to conduce to the place where we become saints.All Saints' Day is dedicated to the Saints of the 
Church, that is, all those who are in heaven.The word saint means “holy one” and all of us are called to be holy. In that 
sense, this isalsoour Feast Day, because we are all joined, in and through Jesus Christ, in the communion of saints.  

Some holy men and women who have died in the Lord, and lived exemplary lives of proven virtue, including martyrs and 
those who obviously loved the Lord with all of their hearts, have been canonized by the Church. They are the Saints, with a 
“capital “S”. They are our models, witnesses of faith. They are also intercessors, praying for usbefore our Heavenly 
Father.This feast honours allthe saints of the Church, known and unknown. 

Let us look at some interesting definitions of what a saint is. A saint is a person who begins each day with these words: 
"May the image of Jesus radiate through me this day in each life situation." A saint is a person who prays each day that 
she be used as an instrument of God's love to bear the burdens of God's children. A saint is a forgiven sinner. A saint is 
one who makes it easier for others to believe in God. A saint is a sinner who keeps trying.  

In a family that was torn apart with hostility, the father, an elderly lawyer, asked a young artist for her advice. She replied, 
"Here is my prescription. Unless you want to end by killing each other, someone has to say the first gentle word. And you 
are the one who has the least time left." The true Christian, who is called to be a saint, is always the one who says the 
gentle word first -the word that breaks the ice and leads to reconciliation. After all, did not God in Christ take the first step 
in reaching out to us with forgiveness? 

https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/226/Nov%20Chief%20Sup%20Message.pdfhttps:/www.ecsd.net/schools/1967/News/Documents/Superintendent%20Message%20Nov%2019.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16514/from-the-vatican
https://www.ecsd.net/page/16775/faith-alive
https://www.ecsd.net/_ci/p/11546/catholic-education-sunday


A saint is the one who says the gentle word first.A saint is a letter God writes with the Holy Spirit not on paper but on the 
hearts of people.I invite you today to learn more about All Saints' Day. Iinvite you to choose a saint, learn about their life, 
their conversion,theirprayer life, their love of God and the neighbour. Then, pray to that saint that they may intercede 
before God so that you and I may grow in holiness everyday. Heaven is our final destination. Becoming a saint is our 
ultimate goal. 

Fr. Julian Bilyj, ECSD Chaplain 

 

IB Coordinators’ Message 

Our IB coordinators’ monthly message is available on our website: IB News November. Please take a few minutes to look 

through it and to see what our students are up to!  

As always we welcome questions about the IB programmes in our school. Andrea Olivieri is the coordinator for the Primary 
Years Programme (PYP) and Lyndsy Panizzon is the coordinator for the Middle Years Programme (MYP). They can be 
reached at Andrea.Olivieri@ecsd.net and Lyndsy.Panizzon@ecsd.net  
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BREAKING NEWS 

ECSD Staff Vaccinations 

ECSD now requires all staff to be fully vaccinated against COVID 19, unless they require an accommodation under the Alberta 
Human Rights Act. Those staff members who are not vaccinated must participate in a regular, rapid testing program that 
ensures they are not positive for COVID 19 while in contact with students and other people. Other individuals who are in direct 
contact with students and/or employees must also be fully vaccinated in order to enter a Division property. This includes 
independent contractors and volunteers. The Division will not require parents or students to be vaccinated. 

Ensuring that staff members are fully vaccinated is the best way for us to protect children who cannot be vaccinated. It is also 
an important way to preserve in-person learning.  

[MENU] 

 

Additional School Bus Routes Added 

Two of our bus routes, 604 and 605, are over-capacity. For this reason, two additional busses have been assigned to our 
school, bringing our total number of busses to nine. This means route changes for all of our busses. Hopefully, this will also 
help us to load busses and get students on their way home more quickly each afternoon. Quite often delays in loading busses 
happen because students are being picked up on a given day, but parents forget to inform the office of this. It takes time for us 
contact parents to confirm that students will not be on the bus. If your child will not be riding the school bus, please make sure 
to let the office know. This helps us to keep busses on time and to get students on their way home quickly. 

[MENU] 

 

Volleyball Teams 

We are very pleased to be able to offer team sports this year. Volleyball season has started, with COVID protocols in place. 
Unfortunately, we are not able to have spectators at our games this year, but we will be livestreaming our home games so that 
parents and fans can cheer our teams on. Thank you to Ms. Gomez and Mr. Campbell for coordinating our livestreams. 

Our volleyball teams are: 

Senior Girls Senior Boys 
Brenda A. 
Yna A. 
Erica C. 
Alliyah C. 
Ava C. 
Julianna E. 
Larissa E 
Allison F. 
Trisha H. 
Isabella S. 
Orlane T. 
Mariah T. 
Coaches: Mrs. Seibel, Mrs. Veldman 
 

Daria A. 
Brandon A. 
Thomas B. 
Xavier B. 
Diel M. 
Gabriel M. 
Jaybe P. 
Charlie P. 
Raphael R. 
Rhylle R. 
John S. 
Coaches: Ms. Vukusic  
Assistant: Mr. Campbell 
 

[MENU] 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Inclusive Communities 

Over the past week, a few students in Junior High have been asking questions related to gender identity. As educators, we 
understand that as students enter into adolescence, they often have many questions about human sexuality, and their 
place in the world. This is a natural part of being fully human. In keeping with our division Administrative Procedure 160, 
we approach these questions from the perspective that each person is created in the image and likeness of God and is 
inherently sacred and worthy of dignity and respect. At Bishop David Motiuk School, we strive everyday to create an 
inclusive, safe and caring environment for all students. Our approaches are grounded by the teachings of the Catholic 
Church. We also recognize that parents are the first and primary educators of their children and we encourage you to 
discuss these questions further with your children as appropriate. 

[MENU] 

 

https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/226/BDM%20IB%20Highlights%20November%202021.pdf
mailto:Andrea.Olivieri@ecsd.net
mailto:Lyndsy.Panizzon@ecsd.net


School Site Safety Application  

School drive through areas, including the staff parking area and bus lanes were closed to parent vehicles in the 2020-2021 
school year. The result of this closure has been that the area is much safer for students and busses arrive and exit the 
school bus lanes on time, since they are not caught in traffic. 

Many parents choose to drive their children to school. ECSD has launched a School Site Safety application to assist 
parents in parking safely in the area around the school. To access the app, please click on the School Site Safety icon on 
our website or visit School Site Safety.  Parents wishing to walk with their children to school and wait with them until the 
doors open are asked to park safely, either on the street or in the neighbourhood, taking care not to block driveways. 
Students who are not accompanied by a parent are asked to cross the street at the controlled crossing at the corner of 
Webber Greens Drive and Lewis Greens Drive, or at the crosswalk with flashing pedestrians lights at the north entrance to 
the school.  

There are many, many vehicles in the area at drop off and pick up times. Please recognize this, be patient, and understand 
that it may take up to a half hour to navigate traffic in the area at peak times. 

Thank you for your attention to these important safety considerations. 

 [MENU] 

 

Welcome Student Teachers 

We are very pleased to welcome a number of student teachers to Bishop David Motiuk. Our student teachers will be working 
with the following classes for much of November and December:  

Ms. Jamie Perlik with Mrs. Melnyk 

Ms. Ciara Burke with Mrs. Greenwood 

Ms.  Michelle LeBlanc with Mrs. Wakeham 

Mr.  Konrad Mieszkowic with Mrs. Hewko 

Ms. Michaela Pike with Ms. Karpyshyn  

Mr. Karnesh Minhas with Mr. Campbell 

Ms. Julianna McDowell with Mr. Ernest 

Ms. Alexi Oberik Olivieri with Mrs. Mroz 

[MENU] 

 
Pull Tabs for Wheelchairs 

Don’t know what to do with pull tabs from drink cans? Collect them and bring them to school! We are pleased to support 
the Knights of Columbus pull tab campaign. The aluminum in the pull tabs is used toward providing wheelchairs for people 
who need them. As you can imagine, it takes thousands upon thousands of pull tabs to make just one wheelchair…so 
please drop them off whenever you can. 

  

[MENU] 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 

Daylight savings time ends at 2:00 AM on Sunday, November 7. Don’t forget to turn your clocks back one hour! 
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School Council Meeting 

Our November School Council Meeting is on Wednesday, November 3 at 6:00 PM. The meeting will be held on Teams. A link 
to the meeting will be posted on the School Council page of our website on November 3. The Annual General Meeting for the 
LF Fundraising Association will be held immediately following the School Council Meeting. All parents are invited to attend. 
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https://ecsd-edplanning.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=d8f4e5436b1642f899a4bf9027889de0
https://www.ecsd.net/1967/page/2575/school-council-lf-fundraising-association


Dream Builders Challenge 

Throughout the months of November and December, students from Bishop David Motiuk and other schools throughout the 
Edmonton Catholic School Division, will be involved in the Dream Builders Challenge, supporting the Edmonton Catholic 
Schools Foundation’s Dreams for Kids campaign. The goal of the Dream Builders Challenge is to support students and 
families in need in our schools. As we navigate the second year of the pandemic, many of our families have fallen on hard 
times and the need is greater than ever. Your support is greatly needed. 

The Foundation provides students and families with assistance in several areas, including: 

• Helping Hands Fund: Provides resources to assist schools in addressing student or student family emergency needs 
including, clothing, food, shelter and health.  

• Conquer Hunger Fund: Supports healthy school lunch, breakfast and snack programs (it only costs $100 to provide a 
daily snack to a student for the entire school year).  

• Guardian Angel Fund: Provides help for students with mental health needs.  

Families accessing supports through the Foundation often receive help very quickly. Please visit the following pages on the 
ECS Foundation’s website for a more in-depth look at what the Foundation does: 

https://www.ecsfoundation.ca/ 

Due to COVID 19 protocols, activities at Bishop David Motiuk will be in cohort groupings again this year. In the afternoon on 
Friday, November 26, we will have our annual movie afternoon, where students watch a movie and are treated to a 
soft drink and chips in exchange for a suggested $5.00 donation to the Foundation. Students will watch their movies in 
cohorts. Students are planning other physically distanced activities for cohort groups as well. Information will be sent home as 
it is available. 

In order to limit contact and minimize cash donations, parents will be able to support these activities and make donations to the 
Foundation through PowerSchool. Please note that a $1.00 transaction fee is charged when using this option. Income tax 
receipts are not available when donating through PowerSchool. Parents planning to make larger donations and wishing to have 
an income tax receipt are asked to make their donation directly on the ECS Foundation website: 
https://www.ecsfoundation.ca/. To make your donation, simply click on the “Donate Now” button in the top right hand corner 

of the page. Please click on the “I would like to dedicate this donation” box and indicate your child’s school name in the “Tribute 
Name” box, so that the amount of your donation is added to our school’s total for tracking purposes (a total of all donations 
submitted will be communicated to us). 

Thank you for your support and for helping to make dreams come true for students and families in need in our school division! 
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Remembrance Day Ceremony 

In November, we recognize those brave Canadians who fought for freedom in the wars. Our Remembrance Day Ceremonies 
will be on Wednesday, November 10 at 9:00 AM. Our grade five classes will attend the ceremony in the large gym and the 
event will be livestreamed to other classes. Bishop David and our MP for Edmonton West, Mr. Kelly McCauley, will be in 
attendance. Poppies will be distributed to all students. Donations to the poppy fund will be gratefully accepted. Monies 
raised through the poppy fund go to support our veterans. Thank you to Mrs. Halliday and our grade five teachers for planning 
our Remembrance Day Ceremony. 

Please remember that there is NO SCHOOL on Remembrance Day – Wednesday, November 11. 

[MENU] 

 

Fall Break 

The Fall Break for staff and students is from Thursday, November 11 – Monday, November 15. School will resume on 
Tuesday, November 16. We hope that students and families enjoy this break at a busy time of year. 

 

 

 

Student-Led Conferences 

Our Student-Led Conferences for students in grades 1-9 will take place in the afternoon and early evening on Thursday, 
November 25. Conferences for kindergarten parents will take place throughout the day on Thursday, November 25. Discussion 
during Student Led Conferences will focus on student achievement to date with evidence of learning from projects and 
assignments students have completed to this point in the school year.  

Conferences will run from 1:15 to 5:00 PM and from 5:30 to 7:30 PM. Conferences will be held via Teams. Once bookings 
have been confirmed, teachers will send Teams invites to parents. Parents (with students) are asked to log on at their 
appointed time. Our online Conference Booking Manager will be open from 9:30 AM on Friday, November 19 until 3:00 PM on 
Wednesday, November 24. Parents who have used the Conference Booking Manager in the past may simply log in to book 
conferences. For parents who are using the Conference Booking Manager for the first time, simply click on the link above and 
register to create an account.  
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Bishop David Motiuk Catholic Elementary and Junior High School 

855 Lewis Greens Drive NW | Edmonton, AB | T5T 4B2 

Phone: 780-409-2603 | Email: 1967web@ecsd.net  

https://www.ecsfoundation.ca/
https://www.ecsfoundation.ca/
https://motiuk-ecsd.schoolsoft.com/login.jsf
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