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LEARNER PROFILE OF THE 
MONTH 
 
Principled – A Month of Remembrance  
Our IB profile this month is Principled.  During 
the month of November let us take time to think 
about the many men and women who gave their 
lives during past and current wartimes and how 
they were acting on the basis of high ideals for a 
just world. 
 
The Poppy Story: through a Scottish 
perspective 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K8Jv0T9eFUY 
 
 
Developing the Learner Profile Attribute – Principled 
 
Posted below are some resources that will help promote the attribute of principled. 
 
Kindergarten through Grade 5  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_nv-
ecBmcE&list=UUUqTWOeONQAnRnTHxojsyVQ 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/videos/pause-think-online-psa 
 
Grades 6 - 9 
https://www.commonsense.org/education/videos/teen-voices-sexting-
relationships-and-risks 
http://www.ted.com/talks/kathryn_schulz_don_t_regret_regret#t-90535 
http://www.letitripple.org/honesty 
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How can parents help to develop the Principled Profile at home? 
1. Involve your child in deciding on the rules for a game or activity and then ensure that 

they stick to the ones that have been decided upon. 
2. Encourage your child to play games that involve teams. Discuss with your child the 

qualities of a team player. What sort of person would they want on their team? 
3. When your child wins a game insist that he or she is a well-mannered winner. They 

might thank their opponent or shake hands with them if it’s appropriate. 
4. When playing a game, don’t change the rules or let your child win. Being a gracious 

loser is just as important as being a good winner. 
5. Talk with your child about why they think they are a person who is principled using, “I 

think I am/am not a person of principles because…” 
6. For older students, have your child make a list of their principles, or your most basic 

beliefs, that would not be compromised no matter what. Now have them select one; write 
about a time where they did something courageous by standing up for this principle. 

7. For older students, have your child identify someone in public life they think has 
demonstrated a lack of principles. Talk about what they think of his/her behavior and 
what he/she should do to shape up. 

8. For older students, write a letter to someone in the news whose principles have 
impressed you. 

9. Talk about what it means to “compromise your principles.” Give examples. Talk about 
what the phrase “Let your life speak” means 

10. Talk about what it means to “walk your talk.” Brainstorm people who are positive and 
negative examples of this phrase. 

11. Catch your child being principled. Make sure your child knows he/she has done 
something good. Expressing your approval is a powerful way to reinforce the profiles. 

12. Allowing children to reflect on their own experiences is probably the best step toward 
creating principled children. Talk about the decisions they make throughout their day that 
relate to the idea of being a principled person—at recess, their learning, during specials, 
with friends and teachers, at lunch, and so on. 

13. When a child is reading, ask, “What does this story tell us about ourselves? What does it 
tell us about others? How will this knowledge change our thinking and actions?” 

14. When a child makes a poor choice, allow them to understand why the choice wasn’t the 
best one. Ask them whether other people in their environment are impacted by their 
actions, decisions, and choices. Discuss alternative choices for future situations. 



 

 

Discussions like this will allow your child to gradually learn what is fair, honest, just, and 
socially acceptable. 

 
 

Principled Book List 

 
  



 

 

IB update: Verification visit 
 
We are looking for parent volunteers to speak to 
our PYP and MYP verification visit teams over a 
TEAMS meeting. The meetings (approximately 15 
minutes) will be taking place on November 26/27 
(PYP parents) and December 3/4 (MYP parents). 
The visiting team would like to speak with 
parents from both programmes about the 
implementation of IB at our site. Sample 
questions they may ask are below. Please contact 
Andrea.olivieri@ecsd.net or 
Lyndsy.panizzon@ecsd.net if you are interested.  
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IB in Action at BDM 
Orange shirt Day 
 
Students at BDM strive to be open-minded and 
principled learners. An important way that we 
experience this is by knowing the historical 
experiences of communities within Canada. On 
September 30 we celebrated Orange Shirt day, 
which is a way to recognise the experiences of 
our First Nations, Metis and Inuit brother and 
sisters within Indian Residential Schools. The 
“orange shirt” in Orange Shirt Day refers to the 
new shirt that Phyllis Webstad was given to her 
by her grandmother for her first day of school at 
St. Joseph's Mission residential school in British 
Columbia. When Phyllis got to school, they took away her 
clothes, including her new shirt. It was never returned. 
  
Students and staff wore their Orange Shirts in solidarity. 
All grade levels had age and developmentally appropriate 
activities that taught about First Nations, Metis and Inuit 
Culture as well as Residential School experiences. 
Students in grade 6 looked at historical photographs. We 
created key words around what we see, feel, wonder and 
think. Then we looked together at historical documents 
and became more knowledgeable about the Indian Act, 
and the laws regarding treaties. We also looked specifically 
at a student named Thomas Moore Keesik who posed for a 



 

 

“before and after” photograph. Students inquired about the impact personally on 
Thomas as well as his family, and the community. 
  

 
 
 
 

Sharing the Planet: Grade 
Two 
 
 
Our grade two students are 
inquiring into the central 
idea “People may share 
earth’s resources.” In the PYP, 
central ideas are developed 
over time by our teachers with 
careful thought and 
collaboration. They are written 
as one concise sentence that 
expresses an enduring 
understanding and invites 
inquiry into the classroom.  



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Students and teachers 
continue to be risk-takers, 
trying new ways to dive into 
their units of inquiry, in both 
the classroom and in the 
online learning environment.  
 

 
 
Who we are: Grade Three  
In grade 3 the students are exploring the Transdisciplinary theme: Who We Are. 
The central idea is, "Identities are shaped by culture and community." The students 
have explored the following lines of inquiry: 



 

 

● the different communities we belong to 
● how our personal beliefs and actions impact our relationships 
●  the cultural identities we bring into our communities 

The students have explored the 
different communities they belong 
to and have gained a deeper 
understanding of how they are all 
connected globally.  They 
completed a Me on a Map flipbook 
to learn more about where they 
live in their community as we 
explore the communities, we are a 
part of. We shared in various 
forms of literature that explored 
our differences and similarities 
and how we are all connected and 
the importance of treating those in 
our community with respect. The 
students also worked with their 
families to learn more about their 
culture and traditions to create an All About Me Poster. The students had an 
opportunity to share their culture and traditions with their classmates. They 
interviewed an elder in their family and discovered how our elders are knowledge 
keepers. They will use their knowledge to create a mixed media art project to 

celebrate their cultural heritage. 

An inquiry into 
Indigenous art form 



 

 

 
In 4C, as we reflect on our current Unit of Inquiry, "Sharing Our Planet" and think 
about how humans impact our ecosystems, we also took time to learn about how 
nature impacts human art forms. The Metis beadwork artwork connected our 
learning about how humans represent the beauty of the natural world and gave us 
an opportunity to celebrate an Indigenous art form that is common in regions 
throughout Alberta (our current Social Studies outcomes). A discussion of plant 
medicines, examples of beadwork and pointillism were rolled into Alberta history.  

 
 

 

 

 

MYP Year 4: All the world's a stage 
Mrs. De Wee 7C 

"All the world's a stage." (quote from William 
Shakesphere in his work, "As You Like It") The 
performing arts students in BDM's MYP have 
approached their projects with an open mind, heart 
and soul as they embark on learning new acting 
and communication skills within their units of 
inquiry. One such unit, the Evolution of 
Storytelling, has allowed students to travel the 
world and time, learning 
the history and roots of their 
own culture through oral 
tradition story-telling. By 
actively participating as 

expert storytellers, students begin to understand and 
appreciate the power of communication and how oral 
story tradition has been a vehicle to recording and 
passing on some of humanity's most important history.  



 

 

MYP Year 4: Individuals and Societies 

Mr. Loeffler 

As the grade 9 social (AKA: Individuals and Societies – in the MYP) student’s have 
worked to become more knowledgeable about the intricacies of how the Federal 
government is formed here in Canada. As they, as well as other social classes in the 
MYP continue to follow the highly intriguing stories that lead up to the Presidential 
Campaign in the United States, student’s have inquired about the “issues'' that 
citizens in the United States, and much of North America believe to be both 
important and pivotal to the success of their country. 

In any election year, responsible voters turn to a party’s political platform to see 
what “issues” they stand behind. As people who are in the entertainment industry 
often use their popularity to voice their opinions, or beliefs, many choose to do so 
through their art. It has been said that music can change the world. Some might 
denounce that as exaggeration, but at minimum, music does have the power to stir 
emotions and bring attention to worthy causes. Over the decades, protest songs 
have led the way, offering a powerful and passionate testimony to those suffering, 
while urging listeners to lend support and solidarity in response. 

As the grade 9 students’ worked to inquire about a chosen song from a pre-set list 
of both famous and infamous protest songs that dates from the 1960’s to present 
day, they were open-minded to the questions such as: What are the reasons in 
which the songs were first created.? Who is the intended audience? What are your 
initial thoughts of the song? How does the song relate to issues of today? Why 
might people today use the song as a protest song? What lyrics stand out to you 
and why? 

Students’ then reflected as to what it meant to them to be open-minded as they 
investigated their song, and it might be relevant to today’s “issues”, as it is 
important for a voter to be aware of the many important issues that a citizen of 
democracy might want answers to. 

The following are samples of student reflections: 

“I felt open-minded because it was like learning about a different time and even 
though "Blowin' in the Wind" is an old song, the message of it still holds up to this 
day. Instead of disregarding it as an old song that younger generations would likely 



 

 

forget, its message is still powerful today, showing how those in power and those 
who can make a change need to start making a change. 

Song: Blowin’ in the Wind – Bob Dylan 

When discussing their song choice, “Mercy, Mercy Me”, this student discussed their 
reaction to how the song talks about the environment and how mankind is sadly 
destroying it, they professed that, “When examining songs or anything in general, 
you should always have an open-mind because sometimes you won't agree with 
what the songwriter/singer/author has to say. Or it could be the complete opposite 
which would be that you agree so much that you let your emotions influence your 
analysis. In my case, I had to control my emotions and keep an "open mind" when 
analyzing the song because I agreed with what the songwriter had to say.” 

Song: Mercy, Mercy Me – Marvin Gaye 

“The song I chose for the assignment was to be young gifted and black by Nina 
Simone. The song talks about how difficult it is to be young, gifted and black. I do 
not come from an African background which made it difficult to fully understand 
what it was truly like to be young, gifted and black since I have no ancestors who 
originated from Africa. I needed to be open-minded to fully understand what it was 
like to be in the shoes of a young gifted and black person from the past and also 
now as this song is relatable to the current Black Lives Matter movement.” 

Song: To be Young, Gifted and Black – Nina Simone 



 

 

MYP Year 1 Language Acquisition 
(French)  

Enchanté! I would like you to meet this 
year's Online Year 1 Language Acquisition 
students!  The Grade 6 Online students 
have approached their learning of our 
second language - French, with an open 
mind or shall we say ... ouverts d'espirits! 
As part of their MYP unit of study, these 
students have launched an investigation 
into how communication plays a key role in 
forming relationships with others at home, 
in the community and around the world.  
Through learning a variety of vocabulary 
and studying  different social contexts, the 
students are discovering how to connect their knowledge of language with culture. 

Grading in the Middle School Programme  

As you have noticed in powerschool some of your children have been receiving 
assessments using IB rubrics. As we are a candidate IB school, not all teachers are 
assessing using these rubrics, but some are. Here is what assessment in the MYP 
looks like.  
 
Assessment in the MYP is criterion related, which means that teachers measure 
student achievement against specified subject criteria rather than against other 
individuals in the class. For each criterion there is a range of points awarded, based 
on student performance at the time of assessment. Each criterion has a descriptor 
that explains as clearly as possible what each student has been able to achieve.  
The criterion rubrics are posted in classrooms, online environments and attached to 
course outlines for reference. 



 

 

Teachers structure varied and valid assessment tasks that allow students to 

demonstrate achievement according to the required objectives within each 

subject group. These may include: 

● open-ended, problem-solving activities and investigations 

● organized debates 

● hands-on experimentation 

● analysis 

● reflection 

Assessment strategies, both quantitative (producing grade level appropriate 
work) and qualitative (percentage grades), provide feedback on the thinking 
processes as well as the finished piece of work. There is also an emphasis on self-
assessment and peer-assessment within the programme. 

  
Teachers assess student work with the subject criterion at least 2 times in the year. 
Parents can view the MYP Grades on PowerSchool.   The MYP grades are not 
weighted in the student’s final mark.    
 

 
 
 

MYP grading in PowerSchool 
  

In the MYP, subject group objectives correspond to assessment criteria. Each 
criterion has eight possible achievement levels (1–8), divided into four bands that 
generally represent limited (1–2); adequate (3–4); substantial (5–6); and excellent 
(7–8) performance. Each band has its own unique descriptor that teachers use to 
make “best-fit” judgments about students progress and achievement. 
 
The levels that you see in PowerSchool do not equate to a percentage.   Teachers 
use conversion scales in their classrooms to convert the levels into percentages to 
align with our district reporting policies.  
  



 

 

For more information on grading in the Middle Years Programme please see your 
child’s course outline which will have the rubrics attached. 
 
As always we welcome questions about the IB programme in our school.  Andrea 
Olivieri is the coordinator for the Primary Years Programme (PYP) and Lyndsy 
Panizzon is the coordinator for the Middle Years Programme (MYP). They can be 
reached at Andrea.olivieri@ecsd.net and Lyndsy.Panizzon@ecsd.net  
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