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Letter to Parents and Guardians 
from Trustee Sandra Palazzo, Ward 72 

Summer 2021 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
The end of the school year is a time to celebrate: 

o our students’ growth, achievements and accomplishments.  
o the strength, perseverance and strong faith as shown by our school community. 
o our high school graduates, who have adapted and persevered to arrive at this moment. 

Congratulations! 
o Everyone who helped our students get to the finish line successfully by going above and beyond to 

do what is best for our students during this most challenging school year. 
 
We are pleased to share with you the summer edition of The Messenger, which highlights the initiatives being undertaken by 
Trustees in the community and can be accessed here. 
 
Understanding and Responding to Needs 
The Board believes it is important to engage parents to help them participate in the educational process in our Division and 
our schools and to work with all stakeholders in achieving our common goal.  On March 15 and 16, 2021, the Board of 
Trustees engaged with the executive members of our School Councils and the administration teams of our schools to gather 
insights on the four Board Priorities: Growing in Faith, Student Success, An Excellent Place to Work and Learn, and Building Our 
Future Together for our various planning endeavors.  This opportunity for stakeholder engagement was the first of its kind for 
our Division and provided invaluable feedback on the practices and supports that our families feel are of greatest value in the 
education of their children.  
  
Home-School-Parish Connection 
Our Division continues to support the efforts of the provincial Grateful Advocates for Catholic Education (GrACE).  The 
Trustees attended the annual GrACE Summit via Zoom on April 19, 2021.  The Summit provided an opportunity for Catholic 
education stakeholders to gather as a community to pray together, learn together and grow together. GrACE information can 
be viewed by going to the new Faith Alive section of our website or clicking here. 
 
The Board encouraged, invited and provided funding for seven of our school council members to participate in the Alberta 
School Councils’ Association (ASCA) AGM which was held this year from April 23-25.  The virtual meeting provided a great 
learning opportunity for our school council members to understand and vote on motions that are introduced at the provincial 
level, affirming the importance of the parental voice. 
 
Advocacy 
The Board strives to build positive relationships with our MLAs, the Minister of Education, stakeholders and our parent 
communities. Given the many challenges arising from the pandemic, advocacy continues to be an essential focus of our work 
in order to meet the needs of our students and staff.  Discussions have taken place with government regarding topics such as 
the new funding framework, the weighted moving average, additional pandemic specific funding, and prioritized vaccinations 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecsd.net%2Fpage%2F17854%2Fthe-messenger-summer-2021-issue&data=04%7C01%7CCandace.Daychief%40ecsd.net%7C2d5773c7580947747fed08d937508ced%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637601641357817678%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=tpcAw6xOaV8YQX0JfS2t73g%2FBTqOSenZf1u7l73gDzc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1467/grace-grateful-advocates-for-catholic-education
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for staff.  In addition, Trustees have connected with their respective MLAs to share information about the Division’s Capital 
Plan and the Division’s Plan for Continuous Growth. 
 
The Board approved the 2022–2025 Capital Plan at the March 24, 2021 Public Board Meeting. The first year of the three-year 
plan highlights the increasing need for three new Catholic schools and a replacement K-9 school. The Board is grateful to the 
Government of Alberta for its support for a new Catholic high school in northwest Edmonton. The design money is a great 
start, but until the entire project is funded, we will continue to advocate for a Catholic high school in Castle Downs/Dunluce. 
 
Our Common Home 
The Board commends ECSD Administration for their commitment to finding operational efficiencies and financial savings.  At 
the March 24, 2021 Public Board Meeting, the Board approved the purchase of a building at 9405 – 50 Street, that will 
consolidate administrative staff from across the city into one central location.  ECSD will realize a minimum of $1 million 
dollars of cost savings per year over the next 10 years, money that will be redirected to our schools and classrooms. 
 
Names for Our New Schools  
The overwhelming response we received from the Catholic community to name our new schools in Keswick and Heritage 
Valley was truly heartwarming. The tributes to the two school namesakes that were brought forward were unique, personal, 
and beautiful testaments of the contributions of these members of our Catholic community in Edmonton and beyond. 
  
The Board of Trustees approved the names of two of our new Catholic schools at the April Public Meeting: 

• Joan Carr Catholic Elementary/Junior High School (Keswick) 
• Father Michael McCaffery Catholic High School (Heritage Valley) 

 
Celebrating our Staff, Retirees and Families 
The Board offers its heartfelt thank you and congratulations to our long service award recipients. These challenging times are 
a reminder that Edmonton Catholic Schools’ greatest strength is our people.  We appreciate their continued service to ECSD 
and their commitment and dedication to making our Mission, Vision and Core Values come alive every day in our 
schools.  Their care, diligence, and hard work contributes to the academic success of our students and helps form graduates 

who will do their part in building a caring and compassionate world.  
 
It was the Board’s honour to celebrate the significant and important contributions of the 2019-2020 
and 2020-2020 retirees at two virtual Retirements Galas held in May.   Each and every one of these 
staff members brought a unique set of skills and talents to their roles and they have impacted many 
lives.  Congratulations to our amazing retirees.  We sincerely thank them for their years of 
dedication and service to the students, families and staff at ECSD. 
 
The Board is grateful to our administrators, teachers, staff and families who actively participated in 
the success of the school year through a spirit of collaboration and with a commitment to the well-

being of our communities and making a difference in the lives of our students.   
  
In closing, let us draw strength from this year’s Catholic Education Week theme “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their 
strength” Isaiah 40:31  
  
I am honored to serve our students, families and Division as Trustee from Ward 72.  Wishing you and your family a safe, 
restful and revitalizing summer. 
  
God bless you and your family. 

 
 


