
Message from the 
Administration

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of 
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called 
holy—the Son of God. Luke 1:35 

As Spring approaches, the message of hope through the Risen Lord has 
revealed itself in the new life that is all around us. Alleluia!  

The month of May promises to be a good month for us all – warmer 
weather, longer days and the availability of the vaccine helps us have 
hope!  

We start the month with a special annual event in the first week. On 
Wednesday May 5, we all wear hats to celebrate Hats on for Mental Health, 
part of Children’s Mental Health Week. The theme of this year’s Mental 
Health Week is understanding our emotions. Our students have already 
been learning about the importance of naming and expressing their 
emotions. 
  
As May is the month Mary, we will also be taking time to learn about Mary, 
Jesus’ Mother, and the Rosary. This year, Pope Francis asked Catholics to 
make a special effort in May to pray the Rosary, knowing that by doing so 
we will be united with believers around the world asking for Mary's 
intercession in stopping the Coronavirus pandemic. 

Classes will take turns praying the Rosary each day at school. Students are 
asked to bring their rosary to school for this month.  As a reminder, each 
student received a blessed rosary last year in May, as well as in May 2019. 
Students who are new to our school and who did not receive a Rosary can 
bring their favourite rosary from home. 

Before you know it, summer break will be here…until then let’s keep on 
working hard, having fun with our friends and learning as much as we can.   

Mme Ghali  Mme Thomlinson 
Principal/Directrice   Assistant Principal/Directrice Adjointe 
azza.Ghali@ecsd.net   Nicole.Thomlinson@ecsd.net 
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Bishop Savaryn Newsletter

Catholic Education Week: 
Catholic Education Week is scheduled for the Week of May 10 – 14, 2021. 
Daily prayers, liturgies, as well as recorded little-liturgies and messages will be 
shared in classrooms to celebrate our faith together. 

Bishop Savaryn Day: 
 We will be honouring  Bishop  Neil  Savaryn, our school’s 
namesake, on May 21, 2021. As a school community, we will 
come together in prayer, song, and nature to celebrate his life of 
service. To celebrate  Bishop  Savaryn's Ukrainian heritage, 
students are encouraged to bring pierogies for lunch. We look 
forward to the next two months of learning at Bishop Savaryn!   

Celebrating the Sacraments : 
The time of the year when children may be receiving sacraments has 
arrived. Please inform your child’s teacher if your child is 
receiving a sacrament and send to school a photo of this 
memorable event. We will include the names of the students 
who have received a sacrament during morning 
announcement. 
                                                                        

School Council Meeting  - June 14 
Thank you to our School Council members who donate their talents and 
countless hours to support our school! 

The next School Council meeting is on  June 14 @ 6:30 pm. 
A link to the evening’s TEAMS meeting will be emailed after school.   

If you’re interested in learning more about how you can help our school please join us. All 
parents are always welcome!

Our Mission: 
As a Christ-centered French & English dual track learning community, working in 
collaboration with our parish and community, we strive towards Faith, Learning, Peace, 
and Joy. 
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Registration 2021-2022 Information 
ONLINE registration is available NOW! 

KINDERGARTEN
Parents are welcome to register for the 2021-2022 Kindergarten classes. This program is 
offered to children who will be 5 years of age prior to December 31, 2021. We hope to 
offer AM and PM classes for students in our catchment area.  

CURRENT STUDENTS  
All students who are currently enrolled at École Bishop Savaryn School will 
automatically be registered at our school for the 2021 - 2022 school year unless you 
inform us otherwise. If you have moved out of our catchment area during the current 
school year and wish to continue to attend our school, please be sure to contact 
Mme Ghali. 

Registration information is available ONLINE or from the school office. 
Please indicate your “Registration Intention” for the upcoming year on PowerSchool. 

As always we thank you in advance for spreading the word!
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Be on Time…
Please ensure that your child is lined up, at their assigned  
entrance, by 8:15 am. Teachers let students in promptly at  
8:20 am. When your child is late, it disrupts the start of their day.              
Being here BEFORE the bell rings starts the day off right!

Mental Health Week May 3-9 

• The theme of this year’s Mental 
Health Week is understanding our 
emotions. 

• Recognizing, labeling and accepting 
our feelings are all part of protecting 
and promoting good mental health 
for everyone.  

• Naming, expressing and dealing with 
our emotions—even when they’re 
uncomfortable—can make us feel 
better.  

• A time of unprecedented stress and 
anxiety 

• People are experiencing 
unprecedented stresses and feelings 
of anxiety related to COVID-19 

• 40% of Canadians say their mental 
health has deteriorated 
since the onset of the 
pandemic. 

Spring Weather 

Spring weather can be unpredictable - 
cold and snowy one day and sunny and 
melting the next! 

The playground and field can be snow 
covered and icy or wet and muddy! 

Please send your child with the 
appropriate outdoor clothing and 
footwear for an outdoor recess. 

Please label your child’s outdoor 
clothing - especially rubber boots - as 
there may be more than one child with 
the same article of clothing. 

Thank you!
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 Dress Code Reminder 

 Rapidly changing styles and fashions make it impossible to suggest a definite standard 
of dress, however, students should dress in a manner consistent with Christian values, 
educational goals, school activities and the seasonal weather temperatures.  

Here are some expectations and guiding principles that will help you discern the clothing 
that will support us in making our school environment conducive to learning:  

• During warm weather shorts may be worn if they are the proper length and fit 

• Hats are strongly encouraged for outdoor wear and on field trips when children 
will be outdoors for a long period of time. Hats may not be worn in school. 

• Logos on clothing should have appropriate language and design 

• Children are expected to have running shoes for indoor and outdoor use for 
daily physical education. Children may wear summer footwear for recreational 
activities but need to have appropriate footwear at school at all times.  

• We are requesting T-shirts and wide strapped tank tops be worn. Children with 
spaghetti straps, halter tops, tube tops and tops with ties at the back of the 
neck will be asked to wear another shirt on top, go home and change or have 
clothes brought to school for them.  

We do require your assistance in this matter and our staff will work with you in partnership!

Personal Property 

Students are responsible for all personal 
property. Parents and students are directed to 
the LOST & FOUND BOX  in the east hallway of 
the school should they have lost something. 

Students are advised not to bring personal 
items such as: 

• stuffies 
• electronic devices 
• games 

We suggest that expensive items and 
treasures be kept at home. 

The school cannot be held responsible for 
damage and/or loss outside this policy.

Students Leaving Early 

Please meet your child in the office to sign 
him/her out if you are picking your child up 
during school hours. 

Parents are also required to sign their child in 
upon his/her return to school. 

This process ensures that students have 
safely left and returned to school. 

Also, when dropping off something for your 
child - forgotten homework, lunch, etc. - 
please leave it in the office  and we will make 
sure it gets to your child.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQ5qysjkgGw


6

     Out of School Care

 

 

           Bishop Savaryn Out of School Care  
 

Now Accepting 
Registrations for 

Children Kindergarten to 
Grade 6! 

Contact us today to secure 
your child’s attendance. 

Trisha.George@northernalberta.ymca.ca 

780-478-1720 
 

7am – 6pm  

Qualified Educators 

Interest Based Programming   
   A Place to Connect Curriculum 

Physical Activity 

Community Involvement 
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      St. Charles Parish

St. Charles Parish News 

Help for Those in Need: 

St. Charles has now set aside the 4th Friday of every month to help those struggling 
financially.  How does this work?  Parishioners are asked to pray and fast on the 4th 

Fridays, and then to donate what they would have spent on food to St. Charles 
emergency fund. All donations, big or small, are warmly welcomed.  If you, or anyone 

you know, are in need, please contact Fr. Marc or Fr. JD at St. Charles parish 
(780-456-5399). 

Change to Mass Schedules: 

The 6:30pm Saturday mass has been cancelled for the time being.  Our weekend 
mass schedule is as follows:  Saturdays @ 4:30pm, Sundays @ 9am, 11am, 5pm, and 
7pm. 

Weekday masses are: Tuesdays @ 6:30pm, Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays at 9am. 

Remember to Register:   
You must register for each mass, as our capacity is limited 
due to Covid restrictions. To register, simply go to our parish website: www.saint-
charles.com 
If you don’t have access to a computer, please call the office to register at 
780-456-5399. 

Live-Streamed Masses:   
Many of our Holy Week liturgies are live-streamed.   
Simply go to our parish website www.saint-charles.com to access them.

http://www.saint-charles.com
http://www.saint-charles.com
http://www.saint-charles.com
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Important Reminders for this year due to COVID-19 

• Assess your child’s health each morning, do NOT send your child to 
school if he/she is feeling unwell or if  he/she has any symptoms. 

• Daily Screening Questionnaire 

• Check your contact information on PowerSchool to ensure that all 
phone numbers are correct. Remember that in addition to parents’ 
contact information, we need at least one emergency number. 

• Students MUST arrive to school before the 8:20 bell and must line up 
at their assigned entrance 

• Students must be able to dress themselves independently. In 
keeping with AHS guidelines, it would be unhygienic for staff 
members to help multiple students dress without proper hand 
hygiene in between students. 

• Students must be able to independently open all containers that you 
send for snack and lunch 

• Only send a lunch bag and a clean, filled water bottle 
daily 

• COVID-19 Parental Mask Help Guide 
• COVID-19 Self-Assessment 
• COVID-19 Info for Albertans 
• Information for Albertans - novel coronavirus (COVID-19)

COVID-19 Resources 
Here are a few important reminders and useful resources that you may need to access 
throughout the year.  Be sure to read our school re-entry plan if you have not already 
done so as it contains very useful information for parents. 

Below you will find some important COVID-19 reminders, websites, & documents.

Alberta Mask Video 
Here is a short video that you can use to 
show your students how to properly put 
on and remove a mask.

https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/fgg/230/EBSS%20Re-Entry%20Plan%202020-3.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/fgg/230/ECSCOVIDSCREEN%20(1)-1.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/COVID19-ParentalMaskHelpGuide-20.pdf
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/coronavirus-info-for-albertans.aspx
https://albertahealthservices.ca/topics/Page16997.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQ5qysjkgGw


9

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK – THOSE WHO HOPE IN THE LORD  
SHALL RENEW THEIR STRENGTH 

 

Friends of Jesus,  

Every year, on the Feast of the Ascension of Our 
Lord (40 days after Easter), Catholics across the 
globe give thanks for the gift of Catholic 
Education through the celebration of the World 
Catholic Education Day. This year, the theme of 
Catholic Education Week in the province of 
Alberta is Those Who Hope in the Lord Shall 
Renew Their Strength. The theme for this year’s 
Catholic Education Week is taken from the book 
of Isaiah 40:31. It offers us the prophet’s words 
of hope and prophetic fulfillment in the face of 
challenges that we have experienced throughout 
this school year. “Today too, amid so much 
darkness, we need to see the light of hope and to 
be men and women who bring hope to others. 
To protect creation, to protect every man and 
every woman, to look upon them with 
tenderness and love, is to open up a horizon of 
hope; it is to let a shaft of light break through the 
heavy clouds; it is to bring the warmth of hope!” 
– Pope Francis’ Homily for Inaugural Mass of 
Petrine Ministry, March 19, 2013.  

How wonderful it is to celebrate Catholic 
Education Week in the month of May that in the 
Catholic Liturgical Calendar is dedicated, in a 
special way, to Mary! Mary, the Mother of God, 
is also the patron saint of our Edmonton 
Catholic Schools.  

Today, I invite you to reflect and learn more 
about Mary, who was the first evangelizer and 
the first disciple of her own Son, Saviour, and 
Lord, Jesus Christ. Mary gave the first Gospel 
testimony to her cousin, Elizabeth, without 

words. She understood the work of the Holy 
Spirit unlike anyone else in the history, other 
than her beloved Son, Jesus Christ. There are 
very few records of Mary’s obvious words in the 
texts of the New Testament. However, there is 
no lack of her presence at the most important 
events in the life, ministry, death, and 
resurrection of her Son. Mary always 
encountered God in profound ways from the 
beginning to the end of her earthy life. In every 
encounter, she surrendered to love and was 
changed.  

From antiquity, Mary has been called the 
Mother of God – Theotokos – the Greek word 
that means God-Bearer. The word Theotokos is 
used throughout the Eastern Catholic Church’s 
Liturgy. It is also at the heart of the Latin Rite’s 
deep Marian piety and devotion. An insistence 
of the Early Church Council on the use of the 
title, Theotokos – the Mother of God, reflected 
an effort to preserve the teaching of the Church 
that Jesus Christ is both divine and human and 
that these two natures are always united in His 
One Person (The Third Ecumenical Council of 
Ephesus, 431 A.D.).  

On May 13, in honour of World Catholic 
Education Day, we are encouraged to wear blue, 
and that way be united in faith and prayer for 
Catholic Education. As Mary, the Mother of 
God, is traditionally portrayed in blue in many 
of the paintings and icons, we stand united in 
prayer with her and grateful for the Catholic 
Schools as we offer our prayer to God. As we 
celebrate Catholic Education Week, from May 
10th to 14th this year, I invite you to join all the 
faithful in praying for Catholic Education, the 
students whom we serve, their parents and 
families, and our trustees, administrators, 
teachers, and staff who make it all possible.  

Fr. Julian Bilyj  
ECSD Chaplain 
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May 2021 
 

“Education is a dynamic reality, it is a movement that brings people to the light. It is a peculiar kind of 
movement, with characteristics that make it a dynamism of growth, aimed at the full development of the 
person…” (Pope Francis, Address to Participants in the Plenary Assembly of the Congregation for Catholic 

Education, 02/20/20) 
  

The month of May is one which is very special for Catholic schools in Alberta. This month, beginning May 10, 
we celebrate Catholic Education Week. The pinnacle of this week is the celebration of World Catholic 
Education Day on May 13.  Our students will have ample opportunity over the course of this week to explore 
the richness to be found in our Catholic schools. It is a time for families to reflect on the gift of publicly funded 
Catholic education in Alberta. We encourage everyone to wear blue in support of Catholic education over the 
course of the week. Please also keep your eyes on our social media accounts for our annual Humans of ECSD 
campaign; we are so proud to share some exceptional stories of the students of Edmonton Catholic Schools! 
 
On March 15 and 16, 2021, the Board of Trustees engaged with the executive members of our School Councils 
and the administration teams of our schools to gather insights on the four Board Priorities for our various 
planning endeavors. This rich opportunity for stakeholder engagement was the first of its kind for our Division 
and provided invaluable feedback on the practices and supports that our families feel are of greatest value in 
the education of their children. The four priorities are Growing in Faith, Student Success, An Excellent Place to 
Work and Learn, and Building our Future Together. The report for the Community of School Councils (COSC) 
was presented at the Public Board Meeting on April 28 and can be found in the Board Agenda Package by 
clicking here and scrolling to the report. The overarching themes from this engagement were used at the 
Division level to inform the Division Plan for Continuous Growth and the Division Budget. Individual schools 
will use their specific results to inform their School Plan for Continuous Growth and their School Budget. 
 
The April 28 Public Meeting of the Board also saw our Board of Trustees naming our new schools which were 
announced by the provincial government last year. In January, we asked our students, staff, and the 
greater community for help naming them. We received more than 300 submissions.  We are delighted to 
share that these schools will bear the names of two lifelong advocates for Catholic education: Joan Carr 
Catholic Elementary/Junior High School (Keswick) and Father Michael McCaffery Catholic High School 
(Heritage Valley). 
  
We are looking forward to welcoming our junior and senior high school students back to in-person learning 
after another hiatus from the classroom. It is never an easy decision to move to a virtual learning 
environment. Like our students, we all long for normalcy, certainty, and routines to return to our educational 
system and look forward to being together again. 
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May is a time to celebrate and give thanks for the mothers and maternal figures in our lives, and it also a time where 
we turn our eyes to our Holy Mother. Mary, Mother of God is the benefactor of Edmonton Catholic Schools. “(She) 
reminds us to be constantly attentive to the Christ-centeredness of Catholic education. She also reminds us to give 
ultimate respect to all persons in recognition of their dignity as daughters and sons of God, made in the image and 
likeness of the Creator and Giver of all good gifts.” (Edmonton Catholic Schools, Holy is Thy Name, 2017) 

Have a glorious May! Sincerely, 

Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 
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