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Oct ober  2022

Dear Bishop Savaryn Families,

September was a busy month as we established routines and enjoyed 
re-connecting with friends and teachers.  Our Family Picnic, Annual 
General Meeting, and Classroom Visits were a huge success with over 
200 people in attendance. We were grateful to have a beautiful day and 
warm weather to welcome everyone to École Bishop Savaryn School. We 
ended the month recognizing Orange Shirt Day. This year, our 
leadership themes will focus on Indigenous values and supporting 
literature to promote  and guide our work towards reconciliation.

October reminds us to take time to be 
thankful for the many blessings we share 
together. We will continue our learning  to 
help our students develop  to their fullest 
potential.  We thank you for your continued 
patience with the ongoing construction in 
our community.

 Continue to shine bright Bishop Savaryn!

Mme Thomlinson and Mrs Wojcichowsky

"Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever."  

1 Chronicles 16:34



Sept em ber  Im por t ant

Dat es

OCTOBER

Oct. 3 - 7 Read In Week

Oct. 3
October Assembly @ 9: 45 am 
Custodian Appreciation Day

Oct. 5 World Teacher Day

Oct. 7 Thanksgiving Celebration @ 2pm

Oct. 10 Thanksgiving Monday - No School

Oct. 11
Parent Council Meeting - Online 
@ 6:30 pm

Oct. 21 Picture Retakes

Oct. 27 Faith Development Day - No 
school for students

Oct. 31 Halloween Celebration

Our October Assembly will be held on  
Monday, Oct ober  3 at  9:45 AM. We will 
share the book, You Hold Me Up by 
Monique Gray Smith and Danielle Daniel. 
Our leadership skills will focus on being 
compassionate and helpful to others. The 
assembly will be held in the gymnasium.

   



Thanksgiving Celebrat ion

Clubs
Bishop Savaryn Clubs

We are thrilled to be able to offer a variety of clubs for our students this 
year. Throughout the year, clubs including art, dance, prayer, writing, 
skipping and running will be offered. 

We congratulate the 50 runners from Bishop Savaryn who represented our 
school at the ECSD Cross Country Run on September 27th. We are so 
proud!

Oct ober  Club:

Grade 5 and Grade 6 Volleyball Club - Try-outs will be held on October 4 and 
October 5th.

Parent  Council

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: Virtual Parent Council Meeting 

                              October 11 @ 6:30 pm

Our Grade 2C and 4D classes will be planning and leading  our Thanksgiving Celebration 
on October 7th. 

We thank God for all our many blessings and take this time to remember those less 
fortunate.  The food bank is in need right now, shelves are bare and the agency is 
reaching out for support with food donations.

Challenge: 

We kindly ask all students to bring in a non-perishable food item 
every day from Oct 3 - Oct 7. We will display the food donations 
during the Celebration. Thank you for your contributions. 

The next School Council Meeting will be held on October 11 at 6:30 pm. Our 
meeting will be held online using Microsoft Teams. A link will be sent to you on the 
day of the meeting.  A warm welcome to our two new secretaries and a heartfelt 
thank you to our dedicated executive.  All parents are welcome and encouraged to 
attend. Parent voice and involvement make a positive difference.



Hom ework

Websit e and Inst agram

 

School Fees
School fee payments are made online, using debit or credit card, through 

PowerSchool Parent Portal.  The fees are $50.00 per year for students in 

Grades 1 to 6, and $30.00 per year for kindergarten students.  School fees are 

payable on PowerSchool and are due on Oct ober  31.  

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this process, or you require 
assistance in setting up your PowerSchool account, please do not hesitate to 
contact the office at 780-456-7837. Please contact Mme Thomlinson if you have 
any questions or concerns regarding your ability to pay.  

Ecole Bishop Savaryn School Websit e 

Please click here to bookmark our school website for easy access and current 
information. 

Check out the Bishop Savaryn Instagram Account to view creative artwork, school-wide 
and classroom activities, and important reminders. 

Follow  us @bishopsavaryn_ecsd

All students are expected to read daily at home. The benefits of daily 
reading include: 

- supports cognitive development.
- improves language skills.
- prepares for academic success.
- develops a special bond with your child.
- increases concentration and discipline.
- improves imagination and creativity.
- cult ivat es l i felong love of  reading.
- https://www.all4kids.org/news/blog/the-importance-of-reading-to-your-children/

https://www.ecsd.net/8048
https://www.ecsd.net/8048


St udent  Leadership 

Halloween Celebrat ion

Classes will be celebrating Halloween on Monday, October 31. Students are asked 
to come to school in costume and will wear it all day. A friendly reminder that full 
Halloween face masks and weapons are not permitted. 

Please check your teacher?s monthly newsletter or ClassDojo messages for more 
details about snacks and classroom activities.  

 HALLOWEEN SAFETY TIPS...  

*  Always let your parents know where you will be.  

*  Always look both ways before you cross the street.  

*  Always wear reflective tape on your costumes. Drivers will see you better.  

*  Be careful if you wear higher heels or a long costume because you may trip.  

*  Never go into alleys, parking areas or vacant lots.  

*  Never go inside a stranger?s house. Wait outside.   

*  Always cross the road at a corner or a crosswalk. 

*  Always go trick-or-treating with your parents or a group of friends.  

*  Always let your parents check your treats before you eat them. Don?t eat your candy 
when you get it.  

Our Grade Six students are taking on Leadership roles around the school.  

Students were asked to think about roles they would be interested in, such as  

running technology for assemblies, leading school assemblies and 

announcements, and developing school wide theme days.  Our Student 

Leadership Team meets on Wednesdays at 

morning recess to brainstorm and plan 

events for the school.  

Leaders Grow Here as 

disciples of Jesus!     



New Cur r iculum

A how-to-video has been created to support ECSD families signing up for an 
EPL Library Card. The process is easy and the video walks you through the 
steps for applying for a library card online. 

Click here for the video.

Edm ont on Public Library

Back t o School w it h t he New Cur r iculum :

Edmonton Catholic Schools Board of Trustees presented a parent 
engagement night for families this month to unpack the new curriculum. 
This school year, students across Alberta are learning a new program of 
studies in Physical Education and Wellness (K?6), English Language Arts 
and Literature (K?3), and Mathematics (K?3).  The 30-minute live-stream 
showcased how our Division has been preparing for implementation 
and the changes happening in each subject.  You can wat ch a 
re-broadcast  of  Back  t o School w it h t he New Cur r iculum  on our  
websit e. That?s also where you will find detailed information about 
Alberta Education?s new curriculum.

The 100th Annual Fire Prevention Week is October 9-15 and Edmonton Fire Rescue 
Services is encouraging all Edmontonians to set time aside to plan and practice 
their home fire escape plans. 

Remember: Smoke alarms should be installed inside every sleeping room, outside 
each separate sleeping area, and on every level of the home. Test alarms each 
month by pressing and holding the test button, replace alarm batteries at least once 
a year, and replace the entire alarm unit (both electrical and battery-operated) every 
10 years. For more information on fire safety and Fire Prevention Week activities, 
please visit edmonton.ca/FirePreventionWeek.???????

Fire Prevent ion

https://www.ecsd.net/_ci/p/47461
https://www.ecsd.net/_ci/p/47461
https://www.ecsd.net/page/42951/new-curriculum
https://www.ecsd.net/page/42951/new-curriculum
https://www.ecsd.net/page/42951/new-curriculum
https://www.ecsd.net/page/42951/new-curriculum
https://www.ecsd.net/page/42951/new-curriculum
https://www.ecsd.net/page/42951/new-curriculum
https://www.ecsd.net/page/42951/new-curriculum
https://www.ecsd.net/page/42951/new-curriculum
https://www.ecsd.net/page/42951/new-curriculum
https://www.ecsd.net/page/42951/new-curriculum
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https://www.ecsd.net/page/42951/new-curriculum
https://www.ecsd.net/page/42951/new-curriculum
http://edmonton.ca/FirePreventionWeek


Il lness Prevent ion and 

Best  Pract ices

                                               St ay Hom e when Sick

Our School takes the health, safety, and well-being of our students and 
staff seriously. We continue to encourage good health measures as 
added layer of protection against the transmission of illness in our 
community. This includes asking students and staff to stay home when 
sick, sending students home if they become sick at school, and 
contacting Alberta Health Services when student absences due to 
illness are greater than 10%. This has always been our practice in 
Edmonton Catholic Schools. If your child will be away from school for 
any reason, please contact our school office.

   



Park ing

Park ing & School Safet y        

Kiss & Drop Lane ? Park ing and wait ing are not  
perm it t ed. The Kiss and Drop Lane is for  a quick  drop 
of f  or  pick  up and is m eant  t o be f ree-f low ing.

We t hank  you for  your  pat ience as const ruct ion and 
delays cont inue t o occur  in our  neighbourhood. 

SAFETY OVER CONVENIENCE 
Reminder that our Kiss & Drop Lane is for quick 
drop off and pick up. This is a free-flowing lane.  
Drive through to drop off or pick up your waiting 
children. Please, never  park  and get  out  of  your  
car  in t h is lane. If you need to park your vehicle, 
before or after school, please use the 30-minute 
drop-off zone on Beaumaris Road.  

There is NO PARKING in front of the school or near 
the crosswalk. Please help us to keep our families 
safe and pedestrians safe! 

STUDENTS MUST USE CROSSWALKS on Beaumaris Rd and 109 Street. Let?s 
be good role models for our children. Safety comes first! Remember that 
U-turns are illegal in front of our school and that the speed limit is 30 km/hr.  

Thank you for your continued support and for keeping our students safe. 

 
 
 



ECSD Event s

                                                

Read In Week

Thank you to Mme Adele, Mme Angela, Mrs Gresik and Mme 
Khair for planning an exciting read in week for our school and a 
very warm welcome to all the readers visiting our school this 
week. Students can dress as their favorite book character on 
Friday, October 7th.





 

 
Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

(Matthew 5:16) 
 

  
 
 
 
 
October 2022 

I will bless the Lord at all times.  Praise shall always be on my lips; 
my soul shall glory in the Lord; for God has been so good to me. 

(Taste and See, James E. Moore) 
 

Every year when Thanksgiving comes around, my mind brings me back to this hymn.  It speaks the 
fundamental truth that God is good and abundant in his love.  If we pay attention, we can taste, and see, and 
feel, and hear the goodness of the Lord around us everyday.  It reminds me to live in gratitude. 
 
We also celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Schools on the third Sunday of October.  Each of our Grade 5 
students receives a bookmark with a prayer to Our Lady of Schools as part of their religion program.  Our Lady 
of Schools is a devotion to Mary started in 1894 in France by a priest who introduced it in his local schools with 
the approval of Pope Leo XIII.  In 1947, Pope Pius XII proclaimed Our Lady of Schools as the patron saint of 
schools and of students in the province of Quebec, and in 1952, he extended this by declaring her the patron 
saint of all schools and students in Canada.   
 
We will be hosting an Open House at our new Lumen Christi Catholic Education Centre, 9405 50 Street NW on 
October 15 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  There will be a brief program at 10:30 a.m. that will repeat at 12:30 
p.m. You are invited to come see our new common home. 
 
On October 24, our Board of Trustees will be holding a Community of School Councils event at our new Lumen 
Christi Catholic Education Centre.  The evening will run from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. and registration is required. 
Members of School Councils are invited to attend and share their opinions with the Board as they prepare to 
set new priorities for the next 3-year planning cycle. Contact your principal for registration information. 
 
As part of the Government of Alberta’s K-6 curriculum renewal, Kindergarten to Grade 6 students are learning 
a new provincial curriculum in English Language Arts and Literature (K-3), Mathematics (K-3), and Physical 
Education and Wellness (K-6). Some ECSD classrooms are also taking part in piloting a draft curriculum in 
Science (K-6) and French Immersion Language Arts and Literature (K-3). Our Division has been preparing for 
implementation since the new curriculum was released in the Spring. Our priority is ensuring student success 
and supporting our teachers during implementation. Professional development for ECSD teachers will 
continue all year.  Our Learning Services team hosted a livestream last month to unpack the new curriculum 
which can be viewed on our website at ecsd.net/curriculum.  
 
I will leave you with a tweet from Pope Francis on September 15.  He shared, “Grateful hearts overflowing 
with praise harbour no regrets, but welcome each day as a grace.” 
 
Have a wonderful October! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Robert Martin, Chief Superintendent 

https://www.alberta.ca/curriculum.aspx
https://www.ecsd.net/page/42951/new-curriculum


The Impact of Giving Thanks1 

By Fr. Glenn McDonald, CSB 

 

The Gospel reading for Thanksgiving Sunday highlights the impact of our thanksgiving. 
Jesus encounters ten lepers who ask to be healed. He tells them, “Go show yourselves to the 
priests.”   

In Jesus’ time, leprosy was treated as a spiritual condition, because there was no medical 
way to treat it, so a priest would determine if someone had been cured of leprosy or not.   

The ten heed Jesus’ instruction and head off to see the priests.  While on their way, they 
discover that they are healed. Of the ten, only one, a Samaritan, turns back and thanks Jesus for 
the healing; the other nine do not.  

Jesus responds, somewhat hurt: “Ten were cleansed, were they not? Where are the other 
nine?”  

When I imagine myself in Jesus’ place, his reaction is like my own. We want to be 
thanked for all the work that we do, not just some of it. However, I think this Gospel story has a 
deeper message to teach us.  

Imagine for a moment that you are Jesus. Replay the same scene of healing in your mind, 
but this time when you heal the ten, no one turns back. How do you feel?  

The difference between being thanked by only one person and no one at all is enormous. 
Jesus continues to heal, not for the gratitude of the many, but because of the profoundly grateful 
few. 

The experience of Jesus reminds us that the impact of our thanksgiving is greater than 
ourselves. Our words speak on behalf of all those who have received and create the future 
opportunity for others to receive also.  

As we celebrate Thanksgiving, let us joyfully give thanks and rejoice that we are creating 
a better future for others.  

 
1 I’d like to thank Joe Carr, a retired ECSD teacher, for inspiring this reflection. 
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