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Due to Covid, there 

will not be an in-

person Open House. 

Please see the 

presentation for 

information 

regarding our school.

Welcome to Edmonton Catholic 
School Division

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DjPpvXlFg_4&feature=youtu.be
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GENERAL SCHOOL MISSION
Inspired by the legacy of our school’s 

namesake, and guided by the traditions of our 

Catholic faith, Father Michael Mireau 

Elementary/Junior High School serves to 

inspire and empower every student with a 

passion for learning through a collaborative 

and responsive learning environment. 

SCHOOL VISION 
To educate the whole person through a 

curriculum rooted in Catholic spiritual 

formation and academic excellence. 

SCHOOL CHARISM
Inspired by Father Michael Mireau's use of the 

phrase, "God is Love," we work to spread love 

through our teachings and interactions in 

order to strengthen our relationship with God 

and with one another.

SCHOOL MOTTO & LOGO
The school motto is “God is Love”.

Welcome to the Father Michael Mireau School 
community! We hope this information will 
help to familiarize you with our school. 

Father Michael Mireau Elementary/Junior High 
School offers programming for students in 
kindergarten through grade nine. 

We provide students with an innovative and 
vibrant learning environment. Our staff 
members are carefully chosen for their 
excellence in teaching, their commitment to 
Catholic education, their energy, their 
enthusiasm and their ability to work in an 
inquiry-based educational setting. 

At Father Michael Mireau, we strive to 
maintain close communication with our 
families in order to serve the needs of our 
students. We look forward to your presence 
and contributions in making your child’s 
educational experience at Father Michael 
Mireau School productive, rewarding, and 
memorable.
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Father Michael “Catfish” Mireau was a 

man who loved deeply, who was 

courageous in his beliefs and was real in 

his practise. He cared wholeheartedly for 

others, and he served, and encouraged 

others to serve, like the superheroes he 

referenced in his countless 

homilies. Above all, he believed that his 

work mattered—and it did to the lives he 

touched. His motto, God Is Love, is the 

motto of our school and reminds us to 

serve one another with the compassion 

of our loving God.

www.fathercatfish.com

SCHOOL ATHLETICS NAME

SCHOOL MASCOT
Father Michael Mireau’s dog, Nemo is 

portrayed as a Jedi in a mix of Nemo, Star 

Wars traditional and Father Michael Mireau 

School colours.

http://www.fathercatfish.com
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Original song written by the grade 

2A class (2017-18) and performed by 

Choir and Guitar Club (2018-19) in 

memory of Father Michael Mireau.

Click here>>God Is Love

PARENT INVOLVEMENT AT FMM

Opportunities for parental involvement occur 

frequently and will be communicated to you 

by your child’s teacher.

Every 6 weeks, the School Council and the 

Fundraising Friends of Father Michael Mireau 

(FFFMM) hold their meetings. You are more 

than welcome to attend. These meetings will 

be communicated to you in an (email) Swift 

message.

All volunteers must complete a “Volunteer 

Form” available at the front office.

A Volunteer Appreciation day occurs every 

year in May. Please check the newsletter 

calendar on the school’s website for more 

information.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bIWkeMqybAY&feature=youtu.be
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Early Learning 
(Kindergarten)

Father Michael Mireau is pleased to offer half 

day kindergarten programming. Morning or 

afternoon classes are available. To verify that 

your child is eligible for kindergarten, please 

check the kindergarten calculator.

Kindergarten programming at Father Michael 

Mireau is inquiry-based and provides students 

with the opportunity to learn in a Reggio-

inspired environment.

Kindergarten programs offer the following for 

students:

• Certified Teacher

• Learning through play

• Integration of the Fine Arts

• Rich oral language opportunities

• Faith based instruction

• Inclusive learning spaces

Access to a Multi-Disciplinary Team that may 

include:

• Inclusive Consultant

• Speech Language Pathologist

• Occupational & Physical Therapists

• Emotional Behaviour Specialist

• Family School Liaison Worker

http://parent.ecsd.net/kindergarten/


SLIDESMANIA.COM

Early Learning page 2

Our program is PLAY and LITERACY based. 
PLAY is one of the most important ways that 
children learn. Through play, children learn 
concepts, practice roles and test ideas. 
Playing with different materials involves 
investigation, problem solving, critical 
thinking , sharing and creativity. In 
Kindergarten, we focus on the PROCESS of 
learning rather than trying to fit the learner 
into the curriculum. Our program is a 
LITERACY RICH environment that focuses on 
the three fundamentals of Early Literacy:

1. Oral Language

2. Print Awareness

3. Phonological Awareness

We provide many opportunities for the 

children to explore print and develop 

expressive language.

The classroom is divided up into areas or 
learning centers, which change throughout 
the year. The students learn about numerous 
topics through thematic literature, 
discussions, videos, music, center activities, 
literacy stations and hands-on experiences.

Learning centers may include:

Religion, Math, Literacy (language, reading,
writing), Science, Technology, Music/Dance, Ar
ts, Sand/Water/Rice play, Listening, Dramatic 
play, Blocks and building, Puzzles and games, 
Fine Motor (beading, play dough, etc.)

Other activities students may engage in 
on a daily basis include:

- Physical development/big body play
- Stories/finger plays/poems/action rhymes
- Circle time-concentrating mainly on 

language and math concept development.
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The purpose of Kindergarten is to provide 
developmentally appropriate learning 
experiences to meet the diverse needs of 
children and promote a positive attitude 
towards lifelong learning.
Structured skill development is combined 
with a 21st century learning approach that 
allows children to conceptualize and 
construct their own learning through 
projects. Kindergarten provides 
opportunities for children to:
✓ Develop positive feelings about learning 

through experiencing success
✓ Select, plan and organize learning 

activities in centers
✓ Engage in meaningful activities with 

language and literacy
The Kindergarten program uses a holistic 
approach in developing physical, emotional, 
intellectual, creative, and spiritual aspects 
of each child. These dimensions are 
continuously monitored through 
observation.

PHYSICAL OPPORTUNITIES ARE PROVIDED FOR 
CHILDREN TO:

- Develop gross motor skills (running, 

climbing, jumping, etc.)

- Develop perceptual/fine motor skills 
(cutting, puzzles, lacing/beading, printing, 
play dough, Lego, etc.)

- Develop body awareness

- Develop and explore senses (hearing, taste, 

touch, smell and sight)

SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL OPPORTUNITIES ARE 
PROVIDED FOR CHILDREN TO:

- Develop positive relationships with many 

children and adults

- Cooperate and share with others

- Develop and use problem solving approach 
to deal with problems

- Develop skills required of a group member 
(listening, giving, and receiving 
instructions, assisting and receiving 
assistance)

- Develop ability to cope with challenge and 

success

- Recognize, accept and express feelings 

appropriately

- Develop independence
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INTELLECTUAL, CREATIVE AND SPIRITUAL 
OPPORTUNITIES ARE PROVIDED FOR CHILDREN 
TO ENGAGE IN:

LANGUAGE LEARNING

- Listening to, responding to, and reading 

stories and poems

- Understanding knowledge of words and their 

meaning

- Using sounds, words, and grammatical 

structures

- Giving and following directions

- Dictating and writing stories

- Developing an awareness of print

MATH AND SCIENCE

- Develop observation skills

- Develop learning strategies to acquire 
knowledge (classifying, comparing, 
sequencing, measuring, predicting)

- Understand cause and effect

- Develop concepts of numbers, patterns and 

measurement

- Develop questioning and problem-solving skills

SOCIAL STUDIES

- Build on curiosity and make discoveries 
about the world around them

- Develop understanding of the people, 
places, and events that shape their world

- Understand and demonstrate ways to be a 
good citizen

- Accept what makes each individual unique

CREATIVE PURSUITS

- Produce original ideas and products and 
share them with others using their 
imagination

- Using creative thinking to generate new 
ideas and solve problems

SPIRITUAL GROWTH

- Children are taught and encouraged to 

develop spiritually through discussions, 

stories and sharing experiences
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EARLY LEARNING RESOURCES
FOCUS on Self-Regulation is a resource for 
educators and parents that teaches children 
(ages 3-8) how to manage their emotions 
through whole body and social-emotional 
games. A unique element of this book is a 
quick and engaging sequence of research-
based activities to regulate the body and 
mind. It can be done by anyone, anywhere, 
anytime in about 5 minutes! This strategy 
supports the development of resiliency, builds 
confidence in children's abilities and 
relationships, and helps them exercise greater 
self-control in unexpected situations.

From Fairy Tales to Pirate Sails: Deliberate 
Inquiry and Emergent Curriculum

What is an Emergent Curriculum?

An emergent curriculum is a way of planning 
instructional content based on the interests 
of the children. The classroom teacher 
engages in careful observation, 
documentation and collaboration to plan 
provocations and embed curriculum into 
ongoing projects. Children learn naturally 
when their interests are captured, and the 
processes of inquiry and creativity are 
supported. It is the role of the teacher to 
provoke the interests of children and provide 
an invitation to learn, question, and explore.

Children who are exposed to a variety of ideas 
and wonders, are better able to discover and 
develop their own interests. Emergent 
curriculum integrates existing curriculum, 
skills, concepts and competencies into child-
led experiences. There is accountability and 
ongoing assessments of concepts and skills 
both “covered” and learned by the children.

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1288/focus-on-self-regulation
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1289/from-fairy-tales-to-pirate-sails-deliberate-inquiry-and-emergent-curriculum
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Universal Designs for Learning in the Early 

Learning Context

Edmonton Catholic Schools values the 
growth and development of each and 
every child within an inclusive context. As 
we program and meet the needs of all 
children, it is important to embrace 
Universal Designs for Learning-where we 
are able to target specific goals and 
intentional strategies for students with 
identified needs, but also recognize that 
many of the strategies are excellent for 
all, wherever children are on the learning 
continuum.

The Practise of Imagination
As we explore creativity, originality is 
rare…innovation on an idea is more 
possible, but essentially ideas are 
everywhere, and it is the gift of 
connecting ideas together and playing 
with these connections and new 
possibilities that draw out the best in 
children. This imagination needs to be 
practiced or it cannot grow to its full 
potential. To do this, children need to play 
with a variety of mediums, get messy, and 
have fun. Practicing imagination includes 
inquiry, risk taking, synthesizing of ideas 
and collaborating often with others. 
Practicing imagination is engaging all the 
senses in a variety of contexts.

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1291/universal-designs-for-learning-in-the-early-learning-context
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1290/the-practise-of-imagination
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Early Learning Gallery
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Grade 1-6 CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION

Students follow the Alberta Education 

Program of Studies in all grades and subjects.

Core instruction within Edmonton Catholic 

Schools includes the following subjects: 

Religion, Language Arts, Mathematics, Social 

Studies, Science, Physical Education, and

Health. In grades 1-6, Art and Music are 

required subjects. Students in grades 4-6 also 

take French as a Second Language.

GRADES 1-6 HOURS

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday Thursday
First Bell 8:00 AM First Bell 8:00 AM
Instruction 8:05 – 9:55 AM Instruction 8:05 – 9:55 AM 
Recess 9:55 – 10:10 AM Recess 9:55 – 10:10 AM 
Instruction 10:10 – 11:25 AM Instruction 10:10 – 11:38 AM
Lunch 11:35 AM – 12:15 PM
Instruction 12:15 – 2:30 PM

CHRIST-CENTERED, COMPETENCY-BASED 

LEARNING IN EDMONTON CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Inspired by our Division mission and vision, 

Edmonton Catholic Schools is committed to 

offering a Christ-centered, competency-based 

learning experience for all learners. Every facet of 

our learning system is aligned to offer an 

excellent Catholic education that inspires 

students to develop the conceptual and 

procedural understanding needed for successful 

learning, living and working in Alberta and 

beyond.

Guided by our moral compass, students and staff 

will engage individually and collaboratively in 

serving the common good today while being good 

stewards for tomorrow.

ALBERTA EDUCATION’S 8 COMPETENCIES

https://www.alberta.ca/programs-of-study.aspx
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1765/our-foundation-mission-and-vision
https://education.alberta.ca/competencies/student-competencies?searchMode=3
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Junior High
Students follow the Alberta Education Program 
of Studies in all grades and subjects. Core 
instruction within Edmonton Catholic Schools 
includes the following subjects: Religion, 
Language Arts, Mathematics, Social Studies, 

Science, Physical Education, and Health.

COMPLEMENTARY COURSES FOR JUNIOR HIGH

Students in junior high school enjoy having some 
choice in terms of the complementary courses 
they take. Complementary courses include 
courses in Fine and Performing Arts and Career 
and Technology Foundations (CTF).

In order to ensure that our students have a 
complete and balanced educational program, all 
students are required to enroll in courses from 
both the fine arts and CTF streams.

At Father Michael Mireau, French, Instrumental 
Music and Art are full year courses. All other 
complementary courses are offered in semesters 
that correspond with reporting periods. This 
provides students with a choice in their elective 
courses.

CHRIST-CENTERED, COMPETENCY-BASED 
LEARNING IN EDMONTON CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
Preparing our students for this world and the 
next
Inspired by our Division mission and vision, 
Edmonton Catholic Schools is committed to 
offering a Christ-centered, competency-based 
learning experience for all students. Every facet of 
our learning system is aligned to offer an excellent 
Catholic education that inspires students to 
develop the conceptual and procedural 
understanding needed for successful learning, 
living and working in Alberta and beyond.

Guided by our moral compass, students and staff 
will engage individually and collaboratively in 
serving the common good today while being good 
stewards for tomorrow.

ALBERTA EDUCATION’S 8 COMPETENCIES

https://www.alberta.ca/programs-of-study.aspx
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1765/our-foundation-mission-and-vision
https://education.alberta.ca/competencies/student-competencies?searchMode=3
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Students will learn the basic composition of art 
and use the elements and principles of art (line, 
color, value, space, shape, texture, form, pattern, 
unity, variety, emphasis, proportion, rhythm and 
movement and balance) to express themselves in 
their artwork. Appreciation of various art forms 
and techniques of art criticism will also be 
studied.

FRENCH
Bienvenue au cours de français! In this full-year 
course, students are introduced to the 
fundamentals of the French language 
(comprehension, pronunciation, grammar and 
vocabulary). Students participate in a wide 
range of activities to practice reading, writing 
and speaking with emphasis on ‘real-world’ 
applications. Since language is embedded in 
culture, students will also acquire cultural 
knowledge about various Francophone peoples in 
order to gain a better understanding and respect 
for cultural and linguistic diversity.

COMPLEMENTARY COURSE OFFERINGS
FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC
Instrumental Music is a three-year program. It is 
not necessary to have an extensive musical 
background to register in music. The classes 
consist of instruction in instrument playing, 
theory, and history of music. Extracurricular 
opportunities such as ensembles, composing, and 
computer-assisted music and choir are also 
available. Regular practice at home is expected, as 
this will enhance proficiency. Music students are 
charged for instrument rentals and the purchase 
of a mouthpiece. Certain instruments may require 
accessories (reeds, etc.) that are necessary for its 
performance.

DRAMA
The primary objectives for dramatic studies are to 
enhance student confidence and imagination 
through active expression. Students explore 
various forms of drama through simple games and 
exercises and are introduced to elements such as 
improvisational theater, stage plays, 
characterization, comedy-theater, and staging.
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION
A mix of Outdoor Education and Environmental 
Stewardship. Learn about the natural world and 
how to care for and protect our environment. 
Take on a student planned and led sustainability 
project while enjoying leisure time outdoors and 
activities such as hiking, team sports, and field 
trips.

FILM & ANIMATION
Film & Animation is an exciting and unique option for 
students to learn how to see movies in a new light. In 
this class students will learn how to view movies 
with a critical eye and identify important elements 
that make up a visual narrative, such as plot 
elements and character progression. Students will 
also learn about the technical aspects of film, such as 
framing, camera angles, lighting and focus, and how 
these elements add greater context and meaning. By 
the end of this class, students will be able to analyze 
how all these elements work together to create a 
compelling visual narrative.

SPORTS PERFORMANCE
A course designed to create an understanding of how 
the human body functions and performs at its 
ultimate level. Students will learn a variety of 
different ways to train the body and mind. The course 
provides a well-rounded approach to fitness which 
will allow each individual the opportunity to find joy 
through physical activities, ending the stigma that 
fitness is ‘just lifting weights’.

COMPLEMENTARY COURSE OFFERINGS - Con't.

Career and technology foundations provides 
students with opportunities to acquire 
competencies that can be applied now and, in the 
future, as they make the transition into adult 
roles in the family, community, workplace, and/or 
further education. Studies in CTF help students to:
• Develop skills that can be applied in their daily 

lives, now and in the future
• Refine career-planning skills
• Develop technology-related skills
• Enhance employability skills
• Apply and reinforce learning developed in other 

subject areas.

MAKERSPACE

Students put their critical thinking and problem-
solving skills to the test as they try to come up 
with solutions to various challenges. Working 
collaboratively, students will plan, create, test, 
and appraise their designs to determine how 
effective their solution is to the specific challenge. 
Get ready to get creative, design, take chances, 
and critically analyze.
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Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday Thursday
First bell 8:00 AM First bell 8:00 AM
Block 1 8:05 – 8:32 AM Block 1 8:05 – 8:57 AM
Block 2 8:34 – 9:17 AM Block 2 8:59 – 9:47 AM
Block 3 9:19 – 10:02 AM Block 3 9:50 – 10:38 AM
Block 4 10:07 – 10:50 AM Block 4 10:40 – 11:38 AM
Block 5 10:52 – 11:35 AM
Lunch 11:35 AM – 12:15 PM
Block 6 12:15 – 1:00 PM
Block 7 1:02 – 1:45 PM
Block 8 1:47 – 2:30 PM

INTER-SCHOOL ATHLETICS
Father Michael Mireau is a member of the inter-
school athletic program. Our school teams play
a number of games with other junior high
schools in the Edmonton Catholic School
Division. Our teams include boys and girls
volleyball, basketball, badminton, soccer and 
track and field. Father Michael Mireau students
also take part in the ECSD Cross Country Run
and the Running Room games.

FOODS
Examine the role of food, looking beyond 
consumption to production, visual appreciation, 
nutrition, meal planning, economics and 
preparation; learn the various skills in the 
cooking trade.

COMPUTING SCIENCES

Students will explore hardware, software and 
processes to write or create structured 
algorithms and programs that input, process and 
output data.

COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY – Photography

Students will learn about photo composition and the use 
of a DSLR (digital) camera to start MAKING photos. This 
class allows students to develop photography skills and 
techniques through a variety of activities and 
assignments.

WOODWORKING & DESIGN

Students develop basic design, hand tool and 
production skills to safely transform common 
building materials into useful products. Students 
participate in hands-on learning experiences and 
work towards creating real-life products, 
presentations or services.
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Registration Procedures In keeping with Edmonton Catholic School 

Division policy, Registration Procedures are 

accepted in the following order:

✓ Resident (Catholic) students within 

the Father Michael Mireau boundary 

area

✓ Resident (Catholic) students residing 

outside the Father Michael Mireau 

boundary area

✓ Non-Catholic students in boundary 

area currently enrolled in Edmonton 

Catholic Schools and who have the 

recommendation of their principal 

that they be allowed to continue to 

the next level of their educational 

program in the district

✓ Non-resident students residing 

within the boundary area

✓ Non-resident students residing 

outside the boundary area

The Registration Procedure process is to 

be completed online through 3 steps.

Step 1: Find Your School. Use the school 

finder tool to find out which school is 

designated for your area.

Step 2: Register Online. The online 

Registration Procedure form can be 

found here. If you already have an 

account, please login using your 

information.

Step 3: Deliver Documents. Contact the 

school (780) 409-2602 for information 

on submitting your documentation 

(birth certificate, baptismal certificate, 

proof of residency, etc)

https://schoolmap.ecsd.net/nextyear.html
https://registration.ca.powerschool.com/family/CreateAccount?ReturnUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fregistration.ca.powerschool.com%2Ffamily%2Fdirectaction&AutoLogOut=False
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Transportation Information

Much of the information regarding 

transportation can be found on the 

Edmonton Catholic School Division 

Transportation site, here.

Not all students will qualify for 

transportation. Questions regarding 

eligibility can be answered by calling 

the school (780) 409-2602 or by calling 

Transportation Services at (780) 441-

6078 or email 

transportationservices@ecsd.net

If qualified, the application form can be 

found here. Please note that there are 

different applications for kindergarten 

and grade 1-9 students.

https://www.ecsd.net/page/1263/transportation
mailto:transportationservices@ecsd.net
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1263/transportation
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Learning CommonsLearning Commons

The Learning Commons is a centre for shared 
learning experiences: the flexible and dynamic 
space encourages student engagement and 
cross-grade relationships. It is a hub of inquiry, 
where thoughtful provocations spur 
explorations tied to learning outcomes!
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Chapel
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Student Artwork
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