
 
 
SEPTEMBER 4, 2020 SCHOOL PLAN  
 
AT HOME OR AT SCHOOL LEARNING 
At home learning this year will be different than it was last spring. At home learning will be authentic instruction with 
the classroom teacher instructing your child based on a regular schedule, with ongoing feedback and check ins. 
Online learning will have daily routines and structures put in place, with scheduled start and end times, meetings with 
teachers and peers and break times. 
 
Programming will include live online teaching where the students and the teacher interact with each other (i.e. 
synchronous teaching) as well as independent work and activities that have been posted on your child’s Google 
classroom. If a child is ill or is away, he or she will be able to access their respective Google classrooms in order to 
see work and assignments for his or her classes, but will not be able to access his or her live classroom(s) remotely. 
 
Online instruction will focus primarily on the core academic subject areas – Religion, Health, Language Arts, 
Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies. 
 
“At-home learning” being offered by teachers from Father Micheal Mireau (grades 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8 and 9) will 
follow the regular bell schedule, therefore students will be required to be online at 8:05 AM. Classes will 
continue throughout the day. Junior high students will follow the daily schedule of their homeroom. 
 
At home learning being offered by teachers from Genesis Online School (kindergarten, grades 4 and 5), your 
schedule will be communicated with you as soon as possible. The staff of the online school is currently 
working on their timetables.  
 
A reminder for “At-home learning”, you will need to ensure that your child has a device that can access Google 
classroom and Microsoft Teams so that they can take part in their learning each weekday. 
 
The upcoming school year will be divided into quarters. Parents will be able to choose between online or at-school 
learning prior to the start of each quarter. Once a choice in a given quarter has been made, students will not be 
able to switch to the other learning format until the end of the quarter. Hybrid options, where students do partly 
online and partly at school learning are not available. 
 
COHORTS IN ELEMENTARY 
Students will be placed in cohort groups according to grades and classes. Students in 1A, for example, will be 
considered one cohort. They will remain together during the school day in their own cohort. Interaction with students 
from other cohorts will be limited. 
 
COHORTS IN JUNIOR HIGH 
Students will be placed in cohort groups according to grades in order to facilitate the delivery of complementary 
courses. Interaction with students from other grades will be infrequent. 
 
PHYSICAL DISTANCING 
Physical distancing will be in place to the greatest extent possible. To this end, the following practices and 
procedures will be in place: 

• In situations where two different cohorts share gym time in the large gym, the curtain that divides the 
gym will be in use in order to minimize contact between cohorts. There will be no shared gym time in 
the small gym 

• Students at all grade levels will have assigned seats in classrooms 



• Students at all grade levels will eat lunch in their classrooms staying in their assigned seats (this is 
especially important since students will not be wearing masks while eating) 

• During inclement weather or on extremely cold days, measures will be taken to allow elementary 
students to access the building as they arrive. Students are to go directly to their homeroom classroom 
when allowed into the building at 7:40 AM when supervision begins 

• Junior high students already enter the building as they arrive, but this year, they will be asked to 
enter and go directly to their homeroom class rather than congregating in the second floor common 
areas 
 

Due to the physical layout of our school, it is next to impossible to have students move in only one direction in 
hallways, therefore students will always walk down along the right side of the hallways. Directional arrow stickers 
have been placed on the floors. 
 
Since there may be times when physical distancing in hallways, particularly at entry and dismissal times is 
difficult to maintain, it is very strongly recommended that students in Kindergarten-grade 3, wear a mask 
while in hallways. This is mandatory for students in grades 4-9. 
 
HAND HYGIENE 
As stated in the ECSD Parent Re-Entry Handbook, anyone who enters a school will be required to practice hand 
hygiene. Proper hand hygiene will help mitigate any virus transmission. Washing hands with soap and water for 
20 seconds is the preferred method for practicing hand hygiene. This is not always practical, so hand sanitizer will 
be available at all entrances to the school and in classrooms. 
Staff and students will practice hand hygiene: 
 

• Before leaving home, on arrival at school, and before leaving school 

• After using the washroom 

• Before and after any transitions within the school setting (ex. To another classroom, indoor-outdoor 
transitions, etc.) 

• After sneezing or coughing 

• Before and after breaks and sporting activities 

• Before and after eating any food, including snacks 

• Before touching face (nose, hands, or mouth) 

• Whenever hands are visibly dirty 
 

MASK WEARING 
Mask use at Father Michael Mireau School will follow guidance from the Chief Medical Officer of Health. 
 

• Mask use is mandatory for all staff and visitors whenever a distance of two meters from others cannot be 
maintained 

• All students in Kindergarten-grade 9 are required to wear masks on yellow school busses 

• Students in grades 4-9 are mandated to wear masks upon entry, in hallways, and whenever physical 
distancing of 2 meters is not possible 

• It is most strongly recommended that students in Kindergarten-grade 3 wear masks, particularly when 
entering the school and in hallways where maintaining physical distancing could be difficult 

• Parents who are dropping off or picking up students at designated doors are asked to wear a mask 

• All students, Kindergarten-grade 9 will be provided with two reusable masks 

• Anyone wearing a face shield must also wear a mask 
 
ENHANCED CLEANING 
The safety of students and staff is of paramount importance to us. Therefore, we have increased measures with 
regard to cleaning and sanitation at our school. These measures include: 
 

• purchasing provincially recommended COVID-19 cleaning supplies 

• additional training for custodial staff 

• frequently cleaning high-touch surfaces such as water fountains or door handles 

• more frequent cleaning and disinfecting throughout the school, with specific attention to washrooms, 



high-traffic areas and classrooms 
 
Our Division is procuring all COVID-19 cleaning and safety items on behalf of all our schools. This will help ensure all 
schools use products that adhere to health standards and meet requirements to mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 
 
ACCESS TO THE BUILDING 
School entry doors are open for elementary students at 8:05 AM each day. Students are expected to enter and 
exit the building through their designated doors. Elementary students line up, maintaining appropriate physical 
distancing, at these doors and enter once a staff member is there to escort them in. 
 
In order to reduce crowding, as in previous years, the junior high students may enter the school starting at 7:40 AM. 
Upon entering the building, junior high students make their way to their homeroom classrooms. In order to minimize 
risk during the pandemic, students are not to gather in common areas before or after school or during breaks in the 
day. Students must follow all directions from supervisors. 
Siblings must make arrangements to meet at the entrance door of the youngest child outside the school at the end of 
the day. We will not be able to permit siblings using alternate doors for pickups.  
Parents who pick their children up after school are asked to wait at a pre-arranged meeting spot or outside their 
child’s designated door until students exit. Parents will not be able to enter the building to meet children while 
COVID-19 protocols are in place. Parents are asked to wear a mask and to maintain physical distance from others 
when picking up their children. 
Children should not be at school before 7:40 AM or after 2:35 PM.  
On early dismissal days, students are expected to leave the building at the dismissal bell, since teachers are 
involved in meetings and professional development activities. 
 
BUSSING 
Due to pandemic protocols, all students, kindergarten-grade 9, are required to wear masks while on school busses 
until further notice. Students will be assigned seats and a record of the seating plan will be kept in order to assist 
with contract tracing should a student contract COVID-19. 
There will be an increased frequency of cleaning and disinfection of high-touch surfaces. 
 
ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 
Ordinarily, Father Michael Mireau is a very busy school in terms of activities and events that extend learning and 
build community. As of right now, these events and activities are on hold since we cannot have gatherings with large 
groups of students. 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
As well, as per ECSD Re-Entry Guidelines, most field trips will be postponed in order to maintain a safe environment 
and limit outside contacts. 
 
PARENT EVENTS 
Unfortunately, we are not able to host large gatherings at this time, so events such as the Meet the Staff Evening 
and Student Led Conferences will move to an online format for now. As the date approaches, more information will 
be shared with you. 
 
RELIGIOUS CELEBRATIONS 
A number of religious and other celebrations are held during the year. Unfortunately, at this time, parents and 
visitors will not be able to attend our celebrations. This year, celebrations will be done within classrooms. All students 
follow a religion program approved by the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 
SEASONAL EVENTS 
We hold many events for the entire school that are specific to a particular time of year, such as Halloween 
activities, Christmas activities, Valentine’s activities, and many others. For the time being, these celebrations will take 
place in classrooms in cohort groupings. Students will be required to bring their own snacks and treats for classroom 
events since we are not permitted to share food with one another. 
 
At this time, large gatherings of students (and families) are not permitted, which means that events such as Christmas 
concerts will not be taking place. We will do our best to mark special occasions with activities and celebrations in 
cohort groupings. 
 
 



 
HOT LUNCH PROGRAM/ FOOD DELIVERY 
In keeping with ECSD Re-Entry Protocols and in order to limit possible exposure from outside sources, our hot lunch 
program will be suspended until further notice. Many of our families drop off lunches from area restaurants, utilize 
food delivery services to provide lunches for students, or simply drop off lunches. Unfortunately, as stated in the 
ECSD Re-Entry Plan, this practice will no longer be allowed, since we must limit possible exposure from outside 
sources. As well, in accordance with provincial guidelines regarding shared food during COVID-19, families will not 
be able to send treats or food for birthdays or special occasions until further notice. 
 
ILLNESS 
We have always taken the position that students who are ill should not be at school. We understand that at times, it 
may have been easier to send a child to school if he or she exhibits mild symptoms rather than arranging for child-
care. Unfortunately, in our current climate, this is no longer acceptable. We must do everything we can to make sure 
that everyone is safe. 
 
Parents and caregivers must assess their child daily for symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID-19, or other 
infectious respiratory disease before sending them to school. Staff will also assess themselves daily for symptoms of 
common cold, influenza, or COVID-19 prior to entering the school.  
 
All persons should use this health assessment checklist to assess themselves daily prior to entering the school. Any 
person who selects “yes” on any of the screening questions will not be permitted to enter the school, pending further 
testing for COVID-19. 
 
Signs will be posted reminding persons not to enter if they have COVID-19 symptoms, even if symptoms resemble a 
mild cold. 
 
Should a student exhibit signs of illness at school, they will be moved to a quarantined area. Parent/caregivers will 
be notified and advised to pick up their child immediately. Please ensure that student emergency contact 
information is up-to date in the event that parents cannot be reached. Further to this, please adhere to these 
guidelines from the Government of Alberta. 
 
Staff supervising symptomatic students will: 

• Keep all other staff out of the designated quarantine area 

• Provide the student with a face mask, provided that the student can wear it safely 

• Wear recommended PPE 

• Use strict hand-washing techniques; and 

• Maintain physical distancing. 
 
LOCKERS & CUBBIES 
At this time, in keeping with the ECSD Re-Entry Plan, lockers and cubbies are not available for student use. Students 
are asked to: 
 

• Leave wet footwear on the boot-racks and change into indoor shoes 

• Take backpacks and coats with them. These are to be stored on the backs of chairs 

• Minimize the number of belongings they have at school 
 

PARENTS 
At this time, we are strictly limiting visitors to the school. Parents must phone the school to make an appointment. All 
visitors to the school must follow the protocols below: 
 

• Use self-screening tool before entering the building (if a visitor answers YES to any questions, he or she 
will not be permitted to enter) 

• Wear a mask 

• Use hand sanitizer 

https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/ECSCOVIDSCREEN%20(1)-1.pdf
https://open.alberta.ca/dataset/20d4bb45-0eb4-42cc-8553-94eafc34ee58/resource/46ed4b17-2989-412a-a70c-2bf1ddd3e239/download/edu-covid-19-student-illness.pdf
https://sbecsdstor.blob.core.windows.net/media/Default/frf/5/ECSCOVIDSCREEN%20(1)-1.pdf

