
February 2021 Newsletter  
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
February has arrived! This month denotes the halfway point—halfway through this 
school year! If you think back to the beginning of the school year, you will notice how 
much our students have grown in their learning. And we have so much more left to learn 
before the end of June! Special thanks to all our staff and especially our teachers for 
their incredible flexibility and versatility while teaching in a time of COVID! February also 
reminds us of Friendship. We will celebrate with our friends (slightly adapted) on the 
Friday before Valentine’s Day. We also celebrate Family Day on February 15th - a great 
opportunity to enjoy time with our immediate families. Have a great long weekend 
together! In February, we also begin the Liturgical season of Lent-a period of 40 days we 
set aside for prayer, fasting and doing good things for others. In this way we prepare for 
Easter, that greatest feast in the Church when we celebrate Jesus’ rising from the dead. 
Please spread the word about our Open House on February 11th. 
   

  “Our Faith in God and the love we share with one another—these are the 
things that mean the most.” 

February 2021 Key Dates 

5 Virtual Renaissance Rally  

11 Gr. 8 - Father Mike Mireau Youth Day Care for Creation 

11 FMT Open House - 6:30 pm Virtual Event  

12 Valentine’s Day - afternoon special class events 

17 Ash Wednesday Celebration - online - Parents/Caregivers welcome to join 

15 Family Day - No School 

25-26 Teachers’ Convention - No School 

Reminder to: Please pay for your School fees in 
PowerSchool.  

EARLY MORNING ARRIVALS 

Parents please be aware that the front doors are open at 8:20 a.m. each 
morning and students are able to come into the building to prepare for the 
start of morning classes which start at 8:40 a.m. We encourage students to 
dress appropriately for the weather if they are arriving prior to 8:20 a.m. 



 



A discussion of High School courses, programming and 
school life. 

 

 



 

 Your child’s PowerSchool Summary Report will be available        
for viewing on January 29, 2021 at 3pm. This contains a           
big-picture view of how your child has achieved overall on          
the learning outcomes assessed from September until       
January.  

Instructions: 

Once you log on to powerschool.ecsd.net/public scroll down        
and click on Summary Report, as shown. Then follow the          
prompts. For detailed instructions on how to access the         
summary report, click here.  

IMPORTANT: The PowerSchool app reports inaccurately. We       
discourage parents from using the PowerSchool app.       
Instead, please access PowerSchool via a web browser, such         
as Chrome. If you need access to WiFi, please contact the           
school to find out when you can use school WiFi. 

FATHER MICHAEL TROY - OPEN HOUSE 

Thursday February 11 at 6:30 PM. Join us online to learn about the programs and 
learning opportunities at Father Michael Troy Junior High School. Students entering into 
Grade 7 are encouraged to attend virtually along with their parents. Click Here to Join 

 

https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jennifer_espejoharasimiuk_ecsd_net/Documents/%60%60%60Assessment%20and%20Reporting/PowerSchool/powerschool.ecsd.net/public
https://edmontoncatholicschools-my.sharepoint.com/personal/jennifer_espejoharasimiuk_ecsd_net/Documents/%60%60%60Assessment%20and%20Reporting/PowerSchool/powerschool.ecsd.net/public
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1DGhjk5x3PRXOLa0yYAxP6maaXq3-19Es
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1DGhjk5x3PRXOLa0yYAxP6maaXq3-19Es
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3a0c641caccba349de9c6b6182920bfddf%40thread.tacv2/conversations?groupId=cb11e98c-96f2-4f1c-8530-c28d7dd145a0&tenantId=b18d9f6f-0743-460d-a19b-0b3297eeeb89


 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/team/19%3a0c641caccba349de9c6b6182920bfddf%40thread.tacv2/conversations?groupId=cb11e98c-96f2-4f1c-8530-c28d7dd145a0&tenantId=b18d9f6f-0743-460d-a19b-0b3297eeeb89


 



 



 

February 2021 

  

“Lent is a time of going very deeply into ourselves… What is it that stands between us and 
God? Between us and our brothers and sisters? Between us and life, the life of the Spirit? 

Whatever it is, let us relentlessly tear it out, without a moment’s hesitation.” 

- Servant of God Catherine Doherty 

  

This month marks the beginning of Lent in the Catholic liturgical calendar. It is a journey 

where we prepare our hearts and our minds to receive the great gift of God’s mercy and love 

that is found in the death and resurrection of Christ. As the quotation above points out to us, 

it is a time for us to truly discern those parts of our lives that cut us off from the vital 

relationships with God and each other. In today’s world where we are necessarily placed at a 

physical distance from others, removing spiritual, social, and emotional barriers takes a 

position of even greater importance in our lives. 

  

February is always an incredibly busy month for schools. Our high schools will experience 

quarter change on February 1. Our Grade 8 students will be engaged in a morning of social 

justice learning on February 11 as they participate in our annual Father Michael ‘Catfish’ 

Mireau Youth Faith Day as a virtual event. The theme for the day, Serve Like A Superhero, 
reminds them that they can make a difference in the world. Random Acts of Kindness Week 

will see our students and staff reaching out to others in small ways to brighten their day. Our 

schools will be participating in Ash Wednesday according to the guidelines set forth by the 

Archdiocese. Ashes will be sprinkled ensuring that they are distributed without contact. Our 

Division Chaplains, Father Glenn McDonald and Father Julian Bilyj, will offer a recorded 

celebration so that our remote learners can also participate in this important day. As always, 

Teachers’ Convention will take place on the last Thursday and Friday of February. Our 

teachers will engage in valuable professional learning in a virtual environment. 

  



Our virtual mental health evening for parents and guardians in January was a great success. 

We had over 500 participants on the day of the event, and the recording is available for you 

on our website. Click here to view this very valuable 45-minute video. 

Our online registration is now open, and if you are looking at registering with Edmonton 
Catholic Schools, you can find all of the virtual Open House listings by exploring 

www.ecsd.net or by clicking here. Share the good news about us in your community! 

Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, 
last fall. This month, our Religious Education Services (RES) Elementary Consultant writes 

about chapter 3, Envisaging and Engendering an Open World, and chapter 4, A Heart Open to 

the Whole World. The article is included as an accompaniment to this newsletter. 

  

In this month in which we are focused on relationship, kindness, and serving others, I will 

leave you with a final word from our Holy Father: “The design that God has for each one of us 

is always a design of love. And the greatest joy for every believer is to respond to that call, 

offering one’s entire being to the service of God and the brothers and sisters.” (Twitter, 

01-17-21)  

  

Have a grace filled month! 

  

Sincerely, 

Robert Martin 

Chief Superintendent 

 

 

 

 

A Different Kind of Lent This Year  

By Fr. Glenn McDonald, CSB  

Wednesday, February 17 this Ash Wednesday and the start of the Lenten season. When Lent 

rolls around, we are invited to ask ourselves, “Ok, what can I give up this year, so that I can 

create room for God in my life?” However, after being in a pandemic for about a year and 

with a few months still to go, my first response is, “Lord, I have no more things to give up!” 

The Lent of 2021 will not be about giving up things, because we have already been doing so 

for almost a year now. Perhaps this Lenten season we are invited to ponder what we have 

received? Allow me give you an example.  

A family that I am quite close to shared with me how the pandemic had impacted them: 

Wednesday night soccer has been cancelled, vacation plans were moved to the backyard, and 

https://www.ecsd.net/page/14304/virtual-parent-evening-supporting-your-child-youth-s-mental-health
https://www.ecsd.net/page/14304/virtual-parent-evening-supporting-your-child-youth-s-mental-health
http://www.ecsd.net/
http://www.ecsd.net/
https://www.ecsd.net/page/13423/save-the-date-virtual-open-house-listings
https://www.ecsd.net/page/13423/save-the-date-virtual-open-house-listings
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html


visits to grandma became Facetime calls. In other words, their regular routine was derailed 

and they were understandably sad about it.  

Then came a statement that I did not expect. “Once the pandemic began, we started to get to 

know the other families in the neighborhood.” At first I thought I had misheard the 

conversation — we were standing six feet apart with masks on. “Yes, Father. We have gotten 

to know our neighbors and made friends in the neighbourhood after having lived here several 

years. It has been a great blessing.” I must confess: I was surprised to learn this. How could 

anyone feel blessed during a pandemic?  

During my drive home, I pondered what my friends had shared with me, and wondered: what 

have I received?  

So far, I have been extremely fortunate. The pandemic has been only an inconvenience for 

me. In contrast, others have had a very difficult time and suffered greatly: jobs have been 

lost, relationships have suffered, and family members have died and gone to Heaven. For 

many, there will be no thanksgiving that flows from the pandemic. Their loss has far 

outweighed any gain. I am somewhat embarrassed to think of how fortunate I have been 

relative to the sufferings of others.  

And yet, when I ponder the last twelve months, the most meaningful moments I have 

experienced have been listening to others share about their losses.  

There is a special and holy connection that is formed when others share their pain with us. 

Despite the tremendous poverty they feel, they give us a priceless gift of sharing their 

deepest feelings and memories — a fragile intimacy that can be treasured long after the 

pandemic has ended.  

The Lent of 2021 will be unique — focused more on sharing than giving up. If you are like me, 

and have only been inconvenienced this past year, let us give thanks to God for that. For 

those of you who have suffered a painful loss, I encourage you to share your experience with 

others. Being vulnerable is rarely easy, but your loss is something you can bless others with. I 

know that I have been blessed by what others have shared with me.  

 


