
March 2021 Newsletter  
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him 
may not perish but may have eternal life.  John 3:16 

March 2021 Key Dates 

3 Gr. 9 Intentions for Next Year Due (for High School 
Reg) 

4 Gr. 9 Sign-up for High School (AOB & Trinity) 

18 Faith Development Day- No School for Students 

19 Anniversary of Father Troy’s passing (2010). 

22 Final Day to for parents to Indicate learning Intentions 

22 School Council Meeting 6:30 p.m. online 

24 Virtual Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences 3:30 - 8:30 pm 

22 Intentions for Next Year Due 

25 Full-Day of Classes 

26 Early Dismissal- 11:33  

29 - Apr 2 Spring Break - No School 

Apr 5           Easter Monday - No School 

 

In Memory of Joan Carr 



 “To act justly, to love faithfully and to walk humbly with our God” (Micah 6:8). 

It is hard to imagine that it has been just over a year since Joan Carr’s death, February                  
9th, 2020 – five days after our last Faith Development Day at the Edmonton Convention               
Centre and just a few weeks before the Pandemic was declared in March. For many of                
us at Edmonton Catholic Schools, Joan’s passing marked the beginning of a very             
turbulent year, as her death and the ravages of Covid-19 left many to discern new ways                
of being, living, and working.  

Prayer 

God of Life, you sent your Son into the world to redeem us by his Cross and                 
Resurrection. Send your Spirit upon us to make us stewards of your gifts and witnesses               
of your Son, Jesus Christ, in our schools and in our world. 

As we come to you today with open hearts and minds to remember Joan Carr on the                 
anniversary of her death, we recall with great affection her loving and compassionate             
nature; a committed Catholic who dedicated over four decades of her life to the              
students, staff, and families of Edmonton Catholic Schools. For fourteen years, Joan            
served the division as its Superintendent, sharing her passion for Catholic education            
and helping to bring others closer to God. 

During these difficult and challenging days, we pray for your comfort and compassion.             
We believe in your promise to be with us always. May we trust in you without                
reservation, knowing that your love sustains us through all trials. Heal our weaknesses             
and strengthen our faith. Give us the courage to extend your compassion to a grieving               
world. 

In remembrance and celebration of Joan’s example, we ask for the intercession of             

Mary, the Mother of God:   

Hail Mary, full of Grace, the Lord is with you. 

Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death. 
Amen. 

Merciful God, grant Joan and the souls of all the faithful departed, a place of                
solace, of peaceful rest, and of glorious light. We pray this through your Son, our               
Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,                
one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

  



Joan Carr Legacy Video 

 

 

Digital Citizenship and Cell Phones on Class 

There are several popular Social Media apps that are popular with teens.  Please know that we have 
temporarily suspended our, “No cell phones in class” policy to allow student to have devices with 
them, thereby reducing the amount of paper shared during the COVID pandemic.  As a result of this 
leniency, we are noticing some students have been using technology which contravenes our Student 
Responsible Use Agreement and we are seeing an increase in the number of students who are 
sending and receiving messages with their mobile devices during class time.  As a practice, we ask 
that you as parents/caregivers do two things: 1) monitor your child(ren)’s social media presence and 
2) have a discussion with your child about proper use of technology.  

 

 

Sharing your Learning Intentions for NEXT YEAR (IMPORTANT) 

Edmonton Catholic Schools is committed to offering exceptional and 
diverse programming options throughout the Division that will meet the individual learning needs of 
each student. We strive to engage and inspire students to reach their greatest potential. 

Preparations for the upcoming school year are now underway. To this end, we would like you to 
share your intentions for the 2021-2022 school year. Beginning today, a new PowerSchool Icon 
“Intentions for Next Year” will appear on the parent portal. For the 2021-2022 school year, 
parents/guardians will be able to identify and select their community school or alternatively, a focus 
program at another school. Parents/guardians will be given the choice of indicating if it is their 
intention to receive in-person instruction or enrol in one of the Division’s Online Schools. 

Parents/guardians who have multiple children registered with ECSD must fill out the “Intentions for 
Next Year” form for each child. Your cooperation is critical as this is a significant step in the 
preparations and planning necessary at the respective school level. Parents and students will have 
until March 22, 2021 to make their intentions known as to their choice to receive in-person or online 
instruction. (Grade 9 Students - We need to know your intentions sooner if you wish to attend 
a specific High School)  

Families may sign-up for online learning upon registration for the 2021-2022 school year. There will 
be no other entry points where a family can choose for their child to access online learning once the 
new school year has begun. 

We remain responsive to the direction and guidance of Alberta Education and Alberta Health 
Services in addressing the needs of our students that may arise due to the pandemic. We will 
monitor and adjust as required and keep our stakeholders informed. The options are as follows: 

Option A – In-Person Learning: Students will be attending school in-person and able to access the 
full complement of core classes and options. They will be learning in-class with a teacher and their 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FcN1z4q4HkDw&data=04%7C01%7CJeff.Fillion%40ecsd.net%7C34bdc87f43e04ef18f7008d8cc582cf7%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637484026619971884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=eMy9U%2BkZIQBWOHGETEM7tEtblC9%2Bq4WIZ9oDkQUeQVw%3D&reserved=0
https://powerschool.ecsd.net/public/home.html


peers. We believe in-person learning is the best environment for our students. Growing together in 
community is at the heart of Catholic education. 

Option B – Online Learning: Edmonton Catholic Schools will be offering online synchronous 
(real-time instruction) education for Kindergarten to Grade 12, including French Immersion Grades 4 
to 9 for the 2021-2022 school year. No other programs of choice will be offered online. Student 
success is tied to regular attendance and engagement. Students will be learning online and follow a 
schedule that requires active attendance and participation throughout the day. Pre-Kindergarten 
programming will be offered through a blended approach at the designated 100 Voices sites. 

Upon closure of the intention screen on March 22, the Division will embark on programming for our 
new online schools. When registering for online learning, students may have to leave their 
community school. Large cohorts of students coming from specific schools may be directed back to 
their community school only if their community school can manage their own students and 
administer the programming within their current structure/resources. 

Students choosing online learning will have one opportunity to return to in-person learning at their 
school of origin – at the start of the second semester on February 1, 2022. Parents will be given 
ample time prior to February 1 to inform the Division of their intention. For our Junior High and 
Senior High students, it is important to realize course choices for a return to in-person learning will 
be reflective of space and resources available at their community school in the second semester. 

To explore if online instruction is right for your child and for the specific course offerings/schedules of 
our Online schools, please contact your child’s school or visit our website www.ECSD.net/online. 

Sincerely, 

John Fiacco 

Superintendent Educational Planning 

HOW TO SHARE YOUR INTENTIONS- next page: 

http://www.ecsd.net/online


 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



March 2021  

“Lent is a journey that involves our whole life, our entire being. It is a time to reconsider the 
path we are  taking, to find the route that leads us home and to rediscover our profound 
relationship with God, on whom  everything depends.” (Pope Francis, Homily, 02/17/21)  

In his homily for Ash Wednesday, Pope Francis invites us to look to a bigger picture of the 
journey of Lent. It is  not only a journey into the desert with Jesus as he prepares to go to 
Jerusalem for his ultimate sacrifice. Our Holy Father invites us to look to look more deeply 
upon the journey of Lent as one where we commit our lives  to always returning to God, his 
love, and his mercy. The Pope shares that through the gift of the person of  Jesus, God came to 
us so that he could take us by the hand and walk us towards the joy of salvation.  

Our planning for the 2021-22 school year is well underway. As with all things over the past 
many months, we  recognize that there is uncertainty that exists because of the pandemic. Our 
schools have done an outstanding  job at ensuring that students and staff are safe and that all 
COVID risk-mitigation protocols are followed; these  will continue for the duration of the 
pandemic.  

Understanding that our mandate is to provide in-person learning, we have also arrived at a 
model for online  learning for the 2021-22 school year for those students that would benefit 
from this learning option based on  their learning style. This option is significantly different 
than the COVID-inspired online platform presently in  place, and a conversation with your 
child’s administration would be beneficial in understanding these  differences as they pertain 
to your child’s learning needs.  

We are asking parents to indicate their learning stance intention (in-person or online) for each 
child before  March 22. The Division will analyze the number of requests to establish the most 
efficient and cost-effective  way of delivering the online experience based on family choice. By 
families making decisions that meet their  needs early on, it will allow us to create a robust 
learning experience for every student. All online students will  be given one opportunity to 
return to their community school, on February 1, 2022. There will be no  opportunity for 
students that want online learning to enroll after the start of the school year.  



Please be sure to go to your PowerSchool Parent portal to indicate your intentions for each                
child for next year by March 22, 2021 so that we can be sure that our staffing meets the needs                    
of our students in both in-person  and online learning. Click here to learn more. 
Pope Francis published an encyclical letter, Fratelli Tutti: On Fraternity and Social Friendship, 
last fall. This  month, our Religious Education Services (RES) Secondary Consultant writes about 
chapter 5, A Better Kind of  Politics, and chapter 6, Dialogue and Friendship in Society. The 
article is included as an accompaniment to this  newsletter.  

I leave you with a final thought from Pope Francis’ beautiful Ash Wednesday Homily: “Lent 
is a humble  descent both inwards and towards others. It is about realizing that salvation is 
not an ascent to glory, but a  descent in love.”  

Many blessings on your continued Lenten journey towards our God.  

Sincerely,  
Robert Martin  
Chief Superintendent 
 
 
 

Letter to Parents and Guardians  
from Trustee Laura Thibert, Ward 77  

Winter 2021  

Dear Parents and Guardians:  

The administrators, teachers, staff and families of our schools have 
continued to respond in a  

remarkable fashion to the COVID-19 pandemic, and for this the Edmonton 
Catholic School Division (ECSD) Board of Trustees is grateful. You have 
actively participated in the overall success out of a spirit of collaboration, by 
caring about the well-being of everyone in your community, and with a 
commitment to making a difference in the lives of our students. Your 
unwavering dedication has been even more evident over the past year.  

You have heard the phrase before, and it has been especially true since the onset of the pandemic: 
It takes a village to raise a child. Each individual involved in keeping families safe while our students 
progress towards graduation should take enormous pride for their part in the collective effort of 
mutual support and accomplishment. Your contributions to our achievements are recognized and 
respected by the Board of Trustees. Each Trustee wishes to express their profound gratitude to 
each of you for your commitment in the effort required to safely deliver an excellent, faith-filled 
Catholic education to our students.  

It is not just the Trustees who recognize these ongoing efforts. ECSD has been named one of 
Alberta’s Top Employers for six consecutive years. While this acknowledgement attests to the 
Division’s ongoing leadership towards offering exceptional working environments for all our 
employees, our school families are integral to creating the supportive atmosphere that provides the 
firm foundation upon which the Division builds. Again, our heart-felt thanks for your active and 
positive participation in our collective success.  



We are pleased to share with you the winter edition of The Messenger, which highlights the 
initiatives being undertaken by Trustees in the community and can be accessed here.  

Understanding and Responding to Needs  
The Board of Trustees provides an avenue for student voices through regular meetings and 
dialogue with representatives from each of the High Schools. In response to feedback received 
through Student Voice, ECSD held a Design Your Future Virtual Post-Secondary Career Fair on 
December 8th and 9th for Grade 10-12 students to learn more about their post-secondary education 
and career planning options. This event was well received by the participants.  

The Board remains committed to providing a variety of supports for families during these uncertain 
times. To that end, a number of parent engagement opportunities were planned during the current 
school year. It is heartening to know that over 1000 people attended the two virtual Parent 
Meetings – Supporting Your Child’s Mental Health, which was held on  
October 20th and the follow-up Supporting Your Child & Youth’s Mental Health: Increased 
Screen Time: Now What? that was held on January 19, 2021. You can view these 
presentations by clicking on the following links: October 20th and January 19, 2021. 

LUMEN CHRISTI Catholic Education Centre  
9807-106 Street NW | Edmonton AB T5K 1C2 | T: 780 441-6000 | www.ecsd.net  

 
Home-School-Parish Connection  

Parents are the first and primary educators of their own children. In 
concert with the parents,  information on the Sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation, Eucharist, and Reconciliation is  
seamlessly incorporated into the entire Growing in Faith, Growing in Christ 
Religious Education  program in school.  

Although the sacramental content of the Religion program is plentiful and diverse, it is not 
intended as a standalone or  replacement for robust parish-based sacramental preparation 
programs. Pastors in the Catholic Archdiocese of  Edmonton offer Sacramental Preparation in their 
respective parishes as a way to facilitate the home-school-parish  partnership. For more 
information on Sacramental Preparation, please contact your local Catholic Church. To find your 
local parish, please click here.  

The Grateful Advocates for Catholic Education (GrACE) hosted a live event which included stories 
and messages of hope on the first Sunday of Advent. The hour of hope featured the Catholic 
Bishops of Alberta and Catholic musician Steve Angrisano. The presentation can be viewed here.  

Advocacy  
The Board of Trustees continues to lobby the provincial government for adequate additional             
funding and resources to support all facets of student learning. Trustees meet individually with              
their locally elected representatives to advocate for the resources our students need to fully              
achieve success.  

Operating our schools during the pandemic comes with an increased cost for additional 
preventative measures, teaching staff and protective equipment. The Board has shared its concerns 
with the Minister regarding the struggles, economic pressures, and funding needs of our Division as 
we continue to support our families in their children’s growth and development. In addition, ECSD 



and the three other large school boards from Edmonton and Calgary have advocated that all 
school-based staff be considered as essential workers and deemed a high priority to be offered the 
COVID-19 vaccination.  

We are a People of Hope  
We remain hopeful for the promise that 2021 brings by firstly recalling God’s word to us through 
the prophet Isaiah 43:1: Do not fear, I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. 
Our students depend on us to instill  confidence in their hearts. Whatever our role, be it as 
parent/guardian, teacher, division staff, school board member, or  government representative, we 
need to continue to show them the way forward by our faith-filled response and by  collectively 
maintaining our positive efforts to protect them and ourselves.  

I wish you the best for the remainder of the school year and I look forward to connecting with 
you again through our  spring letter, The Messenger, and in our community newspaper.  

I am honored to serve Ward 77 as a trustee. You can reach me at 780-231-6312 or 
laura.thibert@ecsd.net. You can also  connect with me on Facebook: @TrusteeLauraThibert 
♦Twitter: @LauraThibert ♦ Instagram: Laura.Thibert.  

God bless you and your family. 
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Lent – Our Forty Days in the Desert  

“Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted forty  
days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. The tempter came and said to him,  
“If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he  
answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes  
from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the  
pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it  
is written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear  
you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it is  
written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” Again, the devil took him to a very high  
mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendour; and he said to  
him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Jesus said to him, 
“Away  with you, Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” 
Then the  devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.” -Matthew 4. 1-11  

Lent, traditionally a time for fasting, almsgiving, and prayer, is also a time to take stock of our                  
lives, to prepare ourselves physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually for the death and             



resurrection of Christ. For many Christians around the world, Lent is one of the most important                
times of the year. Unlike Advent which serves as a time of celebration and of great anticipation,                 
Lent is more frequently a time of solemn observance and preparation for Easter. From its start                
on Ash Wednesday, this year on February the 17th, until its conclusion on Easter Sunday, we                
find  ourselves, like Jesus, in the desert.  

As Lent is the time for greater love, listen to Jesus’ thirst … He knows your weakness. 
He  wants only your love, wants only the chance to love you.” -St. Teresa of Calcutta  

It is hard to imagine this barren wilderness as described in the gospel of Matthew as we remain                  
shrouded in snow and cold. Yet, the imagery of the desert is still important; it helps us recall                  
our need to stop and reflect; to prepare for the expected and unexpected events in our lives                 
Lent is an invitation for us to accompany him on that journey; the forty days that Christ Jesus                  
prepared himself, body and soul, for his ministry on earth. Even in the midst of temptation,                
Jesus revealed  

to us what it means to live out one’s humanity; what it means to be in relationship with God.  

Today, Christians around the world observe Lent in many ways. Some will still observe the fast 
strictly, beginning with the wearing of ashes on Ash Wednesday and abstinence of meat until 
Easter Sunday. Others will choose to give up something trivial for Lent. At the same time, many 
other Christians will use Lent to study their Bibles and pray more intently, making use of 
devotional books, and daily reflections. And even others will act generously as a way to place 
others first. In whatever way you recognize Lent and however you prepare for Easter, 
remember always to remain fixed on Christ; to follow him, mind, body, and soul, from the forty 
days and  forty nights in the desert, to a life dedicated to serving God and serving others.  

Sandra Talarico, Manager, Religious Education Services 
 

 

Better Politics - Truly at the Service of the Common Good  

The pleading call for all societies to engage in “A Better Kind of Politics” is the focus of 

chapter 5 in Pope Francis’ encyclical letter Fratelli Tutti. In the midst of a world pandemic, 

political  decisions that are “truly at the service of the common good” (par. 154) are not only 

needed, but  essential!  

Pope Francis’s message is clear; we must engage in politics that takes into account more 

than just economics. Though economic growth is a necessary consideration, stable economies are 

not built solely on profit; stability also relies on putting social structures in place that support 

human dignity. “Populist” leaders (leaders that claim to represent the well-being of others, while in 

fact, pursuing their own agenda) who show a lack of compassion for all people, undermine the 

principles of human dignity. A “better kind of politics” (par. 154) would see leaders do the ‘right 

thing’ in the interest and benefit of all people, not just what is popular for short term benefit or 

gain. A better type of leadership considers “the need for a greater spirit of fraternity, but also a 



more efficient world-wide organization to help resolve the problems plaguing the abandoned and 

suffering in poor countries” (par. 165). As a society, our goal must be to engage in “healthy 

politics”  (par. 177) — this is where we will see true reform and peace.  

 Dialogue and the essential role it plays in creating a culture of “liberty, equality, and  fraternity” 

(par. 219) is at the heart of chapter 6 “Dialogue and Friendship in Society”. Each of us  has 

something to contribute; “each of us can learn something from others.” (par. 215) Currently, we 

live in a culture where social media exploits people’s weaknesses and makes them feel less worthy. 

Pope Francis says that when we engage in meaningful dialogue, we learn that “no one is useless, 

and no one is expendable.” (par 215) A country will flourish, when economics are not the sole focus 

and “when constructive dialogue occurs between its many rich cultural components: popular 

culture, university culture, youth culture, artistic culture, technological culture, economic culture, 

family culture and media culture.” (par. 199) When we take time to use social media for good — 

connecting with others, uniting in solidarity with others, and creating a sense of unity with others 

we “offer immense possibilities for encounter and solidarity.” (par. 205)  

It is in “respecting the truth of our human dignity and submitting to that truth” (par. 207) 

that we can build a great future for our children. This means recognizing other people’s right to be 

themselves and accepting diversity and positive change or progress in our world. This means 

finding  the time and energy, in a world that spins so quickly around us, to show care, generosity, 

and  compassion for others. The simple “gift of a smile, to speak a word of encouragement, to 

listen  amid general indifference” (par. 224) is integral to building new pathways for a world of 

hope; a  world with compassion and understanding.  

Susanna Kaup, Religious Education Services 

 



 



 


