
 

 
Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

(Matthew 5:16) 
 

  
 
 
 
 
December 2022 
 

Brothers and sisters, in this Season of Advent, let us be shaken out of our torpor and let us awaken from our 
slumber! Let’s try to ask ourselves: am I aware of what I am living, am I alert, am I awake? Do I try to recognize 

God’s present in daily situations, or am I distracted and a little overwhelmed by things? 
 (Pope Francis, Angelus, 11/27/22) 

 
So often, as we prepare for Christmas, time gets away from us and we become even busier than usual.  In his 
Angelus on the first Sunday of Advent, our Holy Father reminds us that busy-ness can distract us from what is 
truly important; recognizing God in the ordinariness of our daily lives.  Let us take time throughout these next 
weeks to slow down, look around, and listen to the whispers of God that are all around us. 
 
There are so many opportunities for us to join in the spirit of the sacred that comes with the Advent Season.  
At schools, students are participating in liturgies and celebrations as we prepare for the arrival of the Christ 
Child.  At the Division level, our All-City programs, which consist of four unique choral and band programs 
involving over 200 junior high and high school students from across ECSD, will hold their Christmas concerts.  
The All-City Choirs’ concert will take place at McDougall United Church on December 5th at 7pm.  This concert 
will also include special guests the Concordia University Concert Choir performing with our All-City High School 
Choir as part of our dual credit program.  The All-City Bands’ concert will also take place at McDougall United 
Church on December 13th at 7pm.  
 
Our Annual ECSD Survey will launch on December 5.  We ask all parents and guardians to complete one survey 
for each of their children.  This allows us to evaluate how we are meeting the unique needs of all students.  
You can access the survey through your PowerSchool parent account.  Click on each child to access their 
survey in the left navigation menu. 
 
The Board of Trustees voted to rename John Paul I Catholic Elementary School at the November 30 Public 
Meeting.  He was beatified by Pope Francis on September 4, and the school will now be known as Blessed 
John Paul I Catholic Elementary School.  Archbishop Smith will join the school community in January to 
celebrate this momentous occasion. 
 
I leave you with a final thought from Pope Francis, reflecting upon the Advent season: “God conceals himself 
in the most ordinary situations of our lives. He does not come in extraordinary events, but in everyday things: 
our daily work, a chance encounter, someone in need... That's where the Lord is, who calls to us and inspires 
our actions.” (11/29/22) 
 
Have a blessed Advent and a Merry Christmas! 
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Robert Martin, Chief Superintendent 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2022/documents/20221127-angelus.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/angelus/2022/documents/20221127-angelus.html

