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Last month is when our liturgical year began with Catholics celebrating Advent and 
the birth of our savior.  Advent began on November 28th; it is the beginning of the 
liturgical year and the four Sundays before Christmas.  Advent is a season of 
preparedness, a time of waiting for the Adventus Domini (coming of the Lord).  
Since Advent looks forward to Christ's birth and incarnation, it is an appropriate 
way to begin the Church Year.  However, Advent is not part of the Christmas 
season itself, but a preparation for it.   

As we journey through Advent and prepare for the Christmas season, we wish 
each of our families a blessed Christmas holiday filled with joy and happiness. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

 

           Jennifer De Stefanis-Dimas       Heather Pawliuk  

                                            Principal                          Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=PFztWwC9TZCdKM&tbnid=ZLmcogHJ6tASAM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.hdwallpapersinn.com/merry-christmas.html&ei=7qmbUpPNJtjioATKzIL4CQ&bvm=bv.57155469,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHb6NOolFlb6gOunBJvJ1EY9uyRyQ&ust=1386019647980337
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Advent before Christmas—A Reflection 
A lot of people are unaware that the Church’s liturgical year begins with the First Sunday of 
Advent.   Unfortunately, in western culture, we have come to see these four weeks prior to the 
great Christian feast of Christmas, as a time for putting out the nativity scene, putting up a tree 
and decorating the house with lights, as well as a time for intense shopping and partying.  We 
put on the Christmas music and hum to it while we are engaged in activities that make the home 
environment festive.  Often times, the time of Advent is overshadowed by a hastening of 
Christmas.  This is seen clearly in our malls and shopping centres where signs of Christmas 
have been evident since before Remembrance Day in November. 

Christmas is a beautiful feast on the Christian calendar, but to deny the season of Advent its 
place in the liturgical year removes much of the meaning of Christmas.  During Advent, we are 
invited to silent reflection on what the Incarnation of Christ opens us to.  We focus on God’s 
promise as articulated by the Prophets of old, who foretold of the hope, peace, and joy that 
would be birthed for the salvation of all.  The lighting of the Advent candles and the use of other 
symbols in our liturgies and classrooms, are meant to remind us of God’s desire to enter human 
history and instill and inspire hope in a world that does not often recognize hope or happiness.   

This year, Advent began on November 28th.   A good way to prepare for Christmas is to let 
Advent take its course; to postpone Christmas until December 24th.  Our focus and practices 
should take us to Christmas, by remembering, recalling, rejoicing in the promise of God to send 
us a Savior so that all may know of God’s justice, mercy, and fidelity.  Prayer, silence, reflection, 
and giving birth to Christ on a daily basis will help us to restore the deep meaning and relevance 
of Christmas as a religious festival and help us to remove some of the materialism that has 
become associated with it.  Let us travel the path of Advent toward Christmas.  Let us not lose 
sight of God’s Word made flesh in our own lives and actions. 

 

Advent Celebrations 
Throughout December, students will be marking each 
week of Advent with a classroom celebration.  The first 
celebration took place on Monday, November 29 and was 
school-wide. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?biw=1366&bih=648&tbm=isch&tbnid=iWVI0pdb0dyGMM:&imgrefurl=http://stushieart.com/tag/advent-candles/&docid=coV6ab4_fk3JnM&imgurl=http://farm9.staticflickr.com/8347/8242629352_2285b5c863_z.jpg&w=640&h=495&ei=VqabUt_HB8f5oAT67IGgAg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:30,s:0,i:196
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Our School Charism:  “Inspired by our Good Shepherd, 
Jesus, to Love, Learn and Lead.” 
Jesus Christ Is the Good Shepherd.  In the Bible, shepherds are used to represent leaders of 
God’s people (see Isaiah 63:11; Jeremiah 23:2). Shepherds watch for enemies who might 
attack the sheep, and they defend them when necessary. They tend to sick or wounded sheep 
and search for and rescue lost or trapped ones. In Christ’s teachings, shepherds love their 
sheep and try to earn their trust. The sheep know, love, and trust the shepherd above all others. 
A good shepherd will even die for his sheep. Christ contrasts the shepherd with the hireling, who 
deserts the sheep in times of danger because he does not love them (see John 10:11–13). 
Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd. In John 10:14–15, Jesus explains that He and His sheep 
know each other, just as He and His Father know each other. This kind of relationship develops 
over time and requires personal experience.  

A shepherd watches over sheep. In the scriptural stories the sheep are in danger; they need 
protection and nourishment. The Savior warns us that we must watch the sheep as He does. He 
gave His life for them. They are His. We cannot approach His standard if, like a hired servant, 
we watch only when it is convenient and only for a reward.  The members of the Church are the 
sheep. They are His, and we are called by Him to watch over them. We are to do more than 
warn them against danger. We are to feed them. 

 

 
Bus Passes 

Please make sure to submit payments for yellow bus passes by the first 
day of each month. The number of bus passes we issue makes it very 
difficult for us to process late payments. Our office staff simply do not 
have the time to call families over and over again regarding late 
payments.  

If we have not received payment by the end of the first full week of the 
month, we will assume that your child(ren) will not be taking the bus for 

that month, and you will need to make arrangements to transport them to and from school. They 
will not be allowed to ride the yellow school bus. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

Severe Weather Conditions 
Our transportation system has a very good record for service. However, given the possible 
extremes of Edmonton weather and the potential for unexpected mechanical difficulties, it is 
impossible to guarantee that busses will run on time or at all. A route can take 50% longer in 
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adverse weather conditions. Parents are advised that if a bus does not arrive within 20 minutes 
of its scheduled time, they are to assume the bus is not coming. Parents must ensure that their 
child knows to return home or to a pre-selected location. Parents must then make alternate 
arrangements to get their child to school. 

Parents should also ensure that: 
• Children are supervised at the bus stop 
• Children have a place to go in the event the bus does not arrive 
• Children have alternate arrangements for getting to school should the bus not arrive 
• Children are suitably clothed to withstand weather extremes 

 
Transportation Services’ normal operational procedures for delayed transportation also apply in 
severe weather conditions. The Carrier is responsible for notifying the school and Transportation 
Services when a route is running late. 
 
Parents then have access to three different resources for updates on particular routes:  

1. Calling Transportation Services (780-441-6078) 
2. Calling the Carrier (First Student – 825-410-5981) 
3. Calling the school (780-409-2603) 

 
School Plan for Continuous Growth 
The November review of the Good Shepherd Catholic School Plan for Continuous 
Growth is complete and is available on the school’s website.  All staff worked on 
creating school-wide goals, strategies and actions for the year as well as reflecting on 
the progress of those goals.   

 

School Council 
Parents/Guardians are always welcome to join us for our School Council meetings.  Our most 
recent meeting was held on Wednesday, November 24th at 7:00 pm over Microsoft Teams.  
We invite you to attend our next meeting which will be held on Wednesday, January 26, 2022 
at 7:00 pm.  All school council meetings are taking place via Microsoft Teams this year.  School 
Council meeting minutes can be found on our school website. 
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Thank You for Supporting  
The Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation!  

Edmonton Catholic Schools Dream Builders’ Campaign 
 
On November 26, students enjoyed Movie Day in support of the ECS Foundation’s Dreams for 
Kids campaign. Good Shepherd families donated 1110.25!  Thank you to all families who 
supported this worthwhile event. Donations to the Foundation go to support school breakfast 
and lunch programs, to support student mental health initiatives and to assist students and 
families in need in our schools. Some of our own students and families have received 
assistance from the Foundation, so this is a charity we are very happy to support. 
 
In supporting the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation, you are preserving, protecting and 
strengthening Catholic education and providing financial assistance where needed to help 
remove challenges students face that may prevent them from having and achieving the best 
educational experience possible.  Your support contributes to our “Community of Service”. 
We thank you for participating in our Dream Builders’ Campaign and understanding the value of 
this campaign has for many students in the Edmonton Catholic School Division. 
 
We have two last events scheduled for December. 
 

• December 9 – Bend-the-Rules Day – For a 
donation, students can bend the rules in class 
for the day. 

• December 15 – Draw Date for our 
Christmas Basket Raffle – $2.00 will give 
you the opportunity to win a beautiful 
Christmas basket worth $250.00.  You can 
purchase as many tickets as you’d like!  Good 
luck!  Just print off the tickets, fill out the 
information and send to school with the 
appropriate amount.   
 
A special thank you goes out to Lindsey 
Wheatley for putting together the basket for 
our site!  As you can see, it’s beautiful! 

 
 
 

http://www.ecsfoundation.ca/
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Good Shepherd Christmas Basket Raffle  
$2.00/ticket 

In support of the Edmonton Catholic Schools Foundation 
and its Dreams for Kids campaign 

Just fill in your name, phone number and email address and send 
the ticket along with $2.00 to the school in order to have the 
opportunity to win a Christmas basket worth $250.00.  You can 
purchase as many tickets as you’d like!  Good luck!  
Draw:  Wednesday, December 15, 2021 @ 9:00 am 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 12 Days of Christmas Challenge 
 

Christmas Basket Raffle Ticket    $2.00 
 
Name:  _________________________________________________ 
Phone Number:  __________________________________________ 
Email Address: ___________________________________________ 
 

Christmas Basket Raffle Ticket    $2.00 
 
Name:  _________________________________________________ 
Phone Number:  __________________________________________ 
Email Address: ___________________________________________ 
 

Christmas Basket Raffle Ticket    $2.00 
 
Name:  _________________________________________________ 
Phone Number:  __________________________________________ 
Email Address: ___________________________________________ 
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12 Days of Christmas Challenge 
 
During the twelve days before we break for the Christmas holidays, students will be participating 
in a number of daily activities to celebrate the approach of Christmas.  There will be a challenge 
each day that all homerooms will participate in.  Points will be earned by each homeroom and 
we will have a winner in each division (K - Gr. 1/Gr. 2 - 3/Gr. 4 - 6) at the end of the challenge.  
It will be a lot of fun for both students and staff (they get competitive too) and is a chance for 
students to enjoy a little friendly classroom rivalry and some Christmas spirit.  The activities 
planned for this year include: 

  
Wednesday, December 1 – Red and Green Day (wear red and/or green) 

Thursday, December 2 – Christmas Trivia Challenge  

Friday, December 3 – Secret Challenge 

Monday, December 6 – Christmas Song Challenge  

Tuesday, December 7 – Christmas Sweater Challenge (wear your Christmas sweater or 

red/green)  

Wednesday, December 8 – Christmas Trivia Challenge 

Thursday, December 9 – Sock Donation Challenge 

Friday, December 10 – Christmas Song Challenge 

Monday, December 13 – Secret Challenge 

Tuesday, December 14 – Dress up as your favorite Christmas character (elf, Santa, reindeer, 

snowman, shepherd, angel, etc.)  

Wednesday, December 15 – Christmas Trivia Challenge  

Thursday, December 16 – Christmas Song Challenge 

Friday, December 17 – WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED! 

 
As part of our 12 Days of Christmas Challenge and social justice goals, our school will be 
collecting socks for the homeless.  Why socks?  There are several reasons why the homeless 
desperately need new socks. People rarely donate them and they are the number one needed 
clothing article.  If you would like to donate, please choose wool socks as they work best in 
harsh conditions and send them to school with your child. As part of our 12 Days of Christmas 
Challenge, classes will be competing for points for the most socks donated until  
Monday Dec. 9th.  Thank you, in advance, for your support! 
 
A special thanks to Mrs. Barber and Mr. Griebel for organizing this fun and festive activity for our 
students! 
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Good Shepherd Advent Concert News 
We are not able to hold a traditional Advent Concert this year, but nonetheless, our students are hard at work preparing a 
virtual performance for our families. Your child’s performance will be posted to their Google Classroom. We are looking 
forward to wonderful performances that reflect the spirit of Advent and Christmas.  A special thanks goes out to Mrs. 
Lemire for her hard work in preparing children for their performances. 

Students will watch the performances of students in their division on the morning of December 
17. 

 

Student Record Information 
A reminder to parents, if you have recently moved or changed your 
contact information, please let the office know.  In case of emergencies, 
it is important that we have up-to-date contact information. Also, if 
students have recently become Canadian citizens, we ask that you 
provide us with documentation so that we can update our records. 
Thank you! 

Change in Dismissal  
Just a reminder that Thursday, December 16 will be a full day of school for 
students, with dismissal at 3:30 pm. Students will be dismissed at 11:42 am 
on Friday, December 17 for the Christmas break. 

 

January Start-up Date:  Tuesday, January 4, 2022 

Classroom instruction for all students after the Christmas break will begin on Tuesday, January 
4, 2022. 

 
December: It’s Not Cool to be Cold!  
Did You Know? 

• Snow forts and tunnels can collapse and suffocate a child 
• When children are outside they often do not realize how cold they 

are becoming 
• Bright sun during the winter can cause a sunburn 

What Parents Can Do: 

• Signs of frost nip are slight pain and whitening of the affected area 
e.g. tips of the ears turn white.  Warm the affected area by breathing 
on it or warming it with your hands but do not rub. Do not apply snow or water. 

• Supervise children when they play outside 
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• Choose play areas with warm shelters nearby. 
• Provide children with a neck warmer instead of a scarf to prevent strangulation on 

playground equipment. 

What Kids Can Do: 

• If you feel pain in your fingers, toes, ears, cheeks, nose or chin, get inside to warm up. 
• Dress in layers. If you get too warm take off one layer at a time. 
• Wear sunscreen on exposed skin on sunny days. 
• Don’t put your tongue on cold metal 

If you can only remember one thing: Most of our body heat is lost through our heads, so 
always wear a hat or toque in cold weather. 

Good Shepherd Superstars Reading Program 
Our monthly draw for our Good Shepherd Superstars was held on November 30 and we are 
pleased to congratulate our lucky winners who will receive a new book of their choice on Friday, 
December 3. 

• Kindergarten:  Madison and Luka 
• Grade One:  Tanisha and Clara 
• Grade Two:  Theia, Eva and Stephanie 
• Grade Three:  Joshua and Nikolai 
• Grade Four:  Anthony and Hazel 
• Grade Five:  Itohan and Vanessa 
• Grade Six:  Mikael and Finn 

 
The class who collected the most reading strips this month was 3B, Mrs. Bedard’s class.  Great 
job, 3B!  The entire class received new fuzzy bookmarks! 
 
Thank you to Miss Lamoureux for coordinating our Good Shepherd Superstars Reading 
Program, and thank you to our parents for encouraging their children to read and participate! 
 

4B Homeroom News 
 
During Metis Week students in 4B participated in a 
virtual workshop with Lance Cardinal who guided 
them with making “Blanket Sun-catchers”.  They also 
created their very own land acknowledgement. 
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Good Shepherd House News 
In November, our school community focused on the house attribute of being courageous!  
Students worked really hard to demonstrate this attribute and were recognized for being 
courageous, brave and risk-takers.  The 3 houses that earned the most rocks in November for 
being courageous were; 

1st Place:  Eagle House – 292 Rocks Earned 

2nd Place:  Beaver House – 282 Rocks Earned 

3rd Place:  Raven House – 271 Rocks Earned 

In December, we will work towards following the character trait of the wolf which is humility.  
Humility is to know that you are a sacred part of creation and that you live life selflessly and not 
selfishly.  The attribute supports respecting your place and carrying your pride with your people 
and praising the accomplishments of all. 

 

Good Shepherd Staffing News 
Linda Allan, who has been an integral part of our school community for a very long time, has 
retired from our division. She will be greatly missed as she was the learning coach for our site 
and resident expert.  Students and staff will all miss her support.  We wish her a long and 
healthy retirement!  She is so deserving of it after her 44 years of service to our division. 

We are happy to announce that Ms. Nicole Lamoureux, our current Grade 4A homeroom 
teacher, will be taking over as the learning coach at our site. Ms. Lamoureux is a very well-
respected teacher in the division and has experience as a consultant; she most recently was the 
elementary Science consultant for our division.  

We are very happy to announce that Mrs. Caterina Pullano has been hired for the Grade 4A 
position. She has taught Grade 4 in the past (among many other grades) with the Calgary 
Catholic School Division. We are very fortunate to be able to have such a capable teacher 
taking over the Grade 4 position!  Welcome to our Good Shepherd family, Mrs. Pullano! 
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December 2021               Prepare the way of the Lord… 

Luke 3:4 
These words from the Gospel on the Second Sunday of Advent are those of John the Baptist spoken in fulfilment of the 
prophesy of Isaiah.  As we begin our journey through Advent, we are all feeling excitement, anticipation, and 
watchfulness.  We prepare the way of the Lord within ourselves and our homes, knowing that the ultimate gift of love, 
our salvation, is soon to arrive in this world.  There are so many things that we can do in preparation for Christmas. 
Edmonton Catholic Schools is pleased to host our second annual The Art of Advent A Virtual Arts Advent Calendar, a 
celebration of the sacred beauty of this season.  The calendar will go live on November 28 and will include a weekly 
Advent message from Father Glenn McDonald, weekly prayers, and Advent-themed activities.  Students will share 
Advent-themed arts performances and pieces to be showcased on this online platform. Each day a new square will 
become live, highlighting student artists throughout the Division.  It is truly an exquisite way to celebrate this special 
liturgical time! 
 
There were many noteworthy items on the agenda for the Public Meeting of our Board of Trustees on November 24. 
The Division’s Audited Financial Statements for the 2020-21 school year were released.  They can be found on 
www.ecsd.net or directly by clicking here.  The Board voted to commence the formal process to consider the closure of 
St. Basil Catholic Elementary/Junior High School.  Information about this process, as well as a report outlining the closure 
proposal can be found under News and Announcements on www.ecsd.net or directly by clicking here. The Board also 
voted to commence the formal process to consider the closure of the Grade 7-9 programming at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Catholic Elementary/Junior High School.  This would result in the relocation of the junior high programs of choice 
that are currently offered there.  Information about this process, as well as a report outlining the closure proposal can 
be found under News and Announcements on www.ecsd.net or directly by clicking here. 
 
Alberta Education requires all school jurisdictions to submit an Annual Education Results Report (AERR) by November 30 
of each year.  Alberta Education implemented a new Assurance Framework replacing the previous Accountability 
Framework.  The Edmonton Catholic School Division’s 2020-2021 AERR Report provides an analysis of results, compares 
provincial and local performance measures, and develops strategies as part of the guidelines and outcomes set by 
Alberta Education’s new Assurance Measures for each of the following domains: Local and Societal Context, Student 
Growth and Achievement, Teaching and Leading, Learning Supports, and Governance. You can read the AERR by clicking 
here.   
 
As I write this final newsletter for 2021, I would like to leave you with the words of Pope Francis from his Homily on the 
First Sunday of Advent last year: 

Dear brothers and sisters, praying and loving: that is what it means to be watchful. When the Church worships 
God and serves our neighbour, she does not live in the night. However weak and weary, she journeys towards the 
Lord. Let us now call out to him.  Come, Lord Jesus, we need you! Draw close to us. You are the light. Rouse us 
from the slumber of mediocrity; awaken us from the darkness of indifference. Come, Lord Jesus, take our 
distracted hearts and make them watchful. Awaken within us the desire to pray and the need to love. 

 
Have a blessed Advent and a glorious Christmas! 
 
Robert Martin, Chief Superintendent 

https://ecsdartofadvent.net/
https://edmontoncatholicschools.sharepoint.com/sites/PublicWebsiteFiles/Files/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FTrustees%2FBoard%20Minutes%20and%20Agendas%2F2021%2D2022%2F2021%2D2022%20Board%20Agendas%2F05%20November%2024%2C%202021%20%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FPublicWebsiteFiles%2FFiles%2FDivision%2FTrustees%2FBoard%20Minutes%20and%20Agendas%2F2021%2D2022%2F2021%2D2022%20Board%20Agendas&p=true
http://www.ecsd.net/
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1507/audited-financial-statements
http://www.ecsd.net/
https://www.ecsd.net/page/38344/notice-regarding-st-basil-school
http://www.ecsd.net/
https://www.ecsd.net/page/38345/notice-regarding-our-lady-of-mount-carmel-school
https://www.alberta.ca/accountability-education-system.aspx
https://www.ecsd.net/page/12157/annual-education-results-report-aerr
https://www.ecsd.net/page/12157/annual-education-results-report-aerr
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20201129_omelia-nuovi-cardinali.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2020/documents/papa-francesco_20201129_omelia-nuovi-cardinali.html
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The Legend of the Elderly Grandmother 
A Ukrainian Folk Tale 

Edmonton Catholic School Division 
Parent Newsletters 
 
December 2021 
 
Christ is Born!  Let us Glorify Him! 

It was the night the dear Christ-Child came to Bethlehem. In a country far away from Him, an 
old, old grandmother or “baba” sat in her snug little house by her warm fire. The wind was drifting the 
snow outside and howling down the chimney, but it only made baba’s fire burn more brightly.  

“How glad I am that I may stay indoors,” said baba, holding her hands out to the bright blaze.  
But suddenly she heard a loud rap at her door. She opened it and her candle shone on three old 

men standing outside in the snow. Their beards were as white as the snow, and so long that they 
reached the ground. Their eyes shone kindly in the light of baba’s candle, and their arms were full of 
precious things – boxes of jewels, and sweet-smelling oils, and ointments.  

“We have travelled far, Baba,” they said, “and we stop to tell you of the Baby Prince born this 
night in Bethlehem. He comes to rule the world and teach all men to be loving and true. We carry Him 
gifts. Come with us, Baba.” 

But baba looked at the drifting snow, and then inside at her cozy room and the crackling fire. “It 
is too late for me to go with you, good sirs,” she said, “the weather is too cold.” She went inside again 
and shut the door, and the old men journeyed on to Bethlehem without her. But as baba sat by her fire, 
rocking, she began to think about the Little Christ-Child, for she loved all babies.  

“Tomorrow I will go to find Him,” she said; “tomorrow, when it is light, and I will carry Him some 
toys.” 

So when it was morning baba put on her long cloak and took her staff, and filled her basket with 
the pretty things a baby would like – gold balls and wooden toys – and she set out to find the Christ-
Child.  

But, oh, baba had forgotten to ask the three old men the road to Bethlehem, and they travelled 
so far through the night that she could not overtake them. Up and down the road she hurried, through 
woods and fields and towns, saying to whomsoever she met: “I go to find the Christ-Child. Where does 
He lie? I bring some pretty toys for His sake.” 

But no one could tell her the way to go, and they all said: “Farther on, Baba, farther on.” So she 
travelled on and on and on for years and years – but she never found the little Christ-Child.  

They say that old baba is travelling still, looking for Him. When it comes Christmas Eve, and the 
children are lying fast asleep, baba comes softly through the snowy fields and towns, wrapped in her 
long cloak and carrying her basket on her arm. With her staff she raps gently at the doors and goes 
inside and holds her candle close to the little children's faces.  

“Is He here?” she asks. “Is the little Christ-Child here?” And then she turns sorrowfully away 
again, crying: “Farther on, farther on!” But before she leaves she takes a toy from her basket and lays it 
beside the pillow for a Christmas gift. “For His sake,” she says softly, and then hurries on through the 
years and forever in search of the little Christ-Child. 

Unlike the elderly grandmother – baba, WE KNOW the road to Bethlehem, for today we have 
traveled together with the angels, the wise men and the shepherds to rejoice with Mary and Joseph in 
the birth of the Christ-Child, who came into this world, taking upon Himself flesh, becoming one of us, 
that we may know how precious and loved we are by God. 
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Let us get to know this Christ-Child better – one day at a time, throughout the entire year – by 
being every-more attentive to our relationship with God, to our faith, to our prayer, to our Church, so 
that when our family and friends, our neighbours and our community approach us and ask “Where is 
the Christ-Child?,” we may respond, “Yes, I KHOW HIM! He lives here in my heart, here in my home with 
my family, here in my Church, here in my community. Yes, I know Him very well. Let me tell you about 
Him.” 

And in this way the story of Christmas – of Jesus’ birth, of God’s presence among us – will 
continue to inspire the world, transforming it through peace and love into the Kingdom of God here on 
earth. 

As we celebrate the Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord, may Christ, truly bless you and your family 
with peace, love and joy, now and in the New Year! 
 
Christ is Born!  Glorify Him! 
 
Bishop David Motiuk 
Eparchy of Edmonton 
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