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Newsletter ~ May 2022 

Administrators’ Message  

During May, we honor Mary, the 

Mother of God.  All month, we will be 

saying the Hail Mary during morning 

prayers.  It’s no surprise that the 

month of May is dedicated to the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of 

Jesus — during the month that we 

celebrate all of our moms out there.  

We would like to wish each of our 

Good Shepherd mothers a very 

happy Mother’s Day which we 

celebrate on May 8!  

This month, we not 

only celebrate and 

honor Mary and mothers, but we continue to celebrate Easter.  In Christianity, 

Easter commemorates the resurrection of Jesus.  Easter is not an isolated 

holiday: it is the culmination of the season of Lent, which lasts 40 days, and 

begins the season of Pentecost, which lasts 50 days.  Because of this, Easter is 

a holiday which stands at the center of the Christian liturgical calendar and 

serves as a focal point for numerous other celebrations, commemorations, and 

vigils. 

Catholic schools play an important part in nurturing the call to holiness for our 

children and youth in partnership with their families and parish communities. 

Through religious education and prayer, Catholic Education provides students 

with the formation to know, love, and serve Christ.  Catholic Education Week, 

May 23-27, profiles the vital role education plays in helping students build 

successful futures for themselves and their communities and highlights the proud 

legacy of education in the province.  The theme for this year's Catholic Education 

Week is Rebuild, Restore, Renew Together “Behold, I make all things new.” 

(Revelation 21:5) 

 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-hYwCvy1B8EQ/TdIfXvAxXbI/AAAAAAAAAOo/8UNkAF8HoSA/s1600/octros.jpg
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Every year, 40 days after Easter on Ascension Thursday, Catholics across the globe give thanks for 

the gift that is Catholic education through the celebration of World Catholic Education Day which is 

being celebrated on May 26. 

Catholic education has served nations for centuries through teaching students in their faith. 

Throughout Canada, provinces, territories, and dioceses dedicate special days or weeks to celebrate 

Catholic education. In keeping with these celebrations, World Catholic Education Day is a time for 

Catholics around the world to take a moment to pause, reflect and pray on the gift that is Catholic 

education. 

Education week is being celebrated from May 2-6.  Education Week is an excellent opportunity to 

advocate for public education and to: 

• Illustrate the important role that schools play in communities; 

• assure taxpayers that public funds are being put to good use; 

• invite the public into classrooms for first-hand experiences; 

• highlight the partnership between teachers, parents and students; 

• demonstrate the important leadership role that the teaching profession plays in student 

learning; 

• and celebrate the contribution that all staff and volunteers make in the school. 

Education week is a great time to celebrate teachers’ proud legacy in public education and work 

toward an inspired future that includes the following: 

• Optimal learning conditions for every child 

• Creative and innovative learning programs 

• Students who enjoy learning and who achieve their learning goals 

• Parents and communities that are involved and supportive of learning 

• School leaders who are also teachers 

• A well-thought out curriculum delivered by well-prepared professionals 

• Opportunities for teachers to continue developing their skills as professionals 

Education Week was established by teachers in 1928 to call attention to the importance of public 

education and its role in the development of Alberta. 
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                                     Principal                              Assistant Principal 

        

Bus Pass Purchases 

Please be advised that the deadline to purchase yellow bus passes is the 

5th day of every month.  If your child has not purchased his/her bus 

pass by that time, they will not be able to take the bus.  After the 5th 

day of each month, unpaid for bus passes are returned back to 

Transportation Services and are no longer available for purchase.  

Parents/Guardians will be notified that they will need to find alternate 

transportation for their child.  Thank you! 

The cost of bus passes this year is $36.75/month. A family plan is available for families with three or 

more children who take the yellow bus. The cost of family plan bus passes is $32/month for each 

child.  Bus passes are available for purchase during the last few days of each month. 

 

School Supplies for Next Year 

Once again, Good Shepherd will be offering families the 

option to purchase school supplies through Write-On 

Stationary.  Supply lists and information on how to order 

will be sent out via email this month and posted to our 

school website. 

 

Staffing for 2022-2023 

We are busily planning for the next school year, and we do anticipate a few staffing changes for next 

year.  The staffing cycle is just beginning, so we will have a clearer picture of what is happening in 

June.  Staffing is tentative until our staffing cycle is completed at the end of June.   
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School Council 

Parents are always welcome to join us for our School Council meetings.  Our most recent meeting 

was held at the school on Wednesday, April 20 at 6:30 pm.  We invite you to attend our next meeting 

which will be held on Wednesday, May 25 at 6:30 pm.  School Council meeting minutes can be found 

on our school website.   

 

Class Lists for Next Year 

We will soon be looking at class lists for next year.  We ask 

for your support in allowing our teachers to establish class 

lists and placements.  We wish to create an environment 

that will result in each child’s ultimate success and 

happiness.  Many factors are taken into consideration in 

designing class lists.  For example, we strive for a balance 

of gender, learning styles and needs, work ethic, academic 

achievement, social relationships and the overall makeup of 

the group.  A great deal of time and consideration is given 

to the placement process and these important educational 

decisions, and the well-being of each individual student is at 

the heart of all decisions.  Certainly, if you have specific 

learning concerns, we would be happy to pass them along 

to teachers as they are making up class lists for the 

following year, with the understanding that the needs of the 

classroom as a whole take precedence over requests for 

classroom placement.  In addition, specific teacher requests cannot be honored. 

Please communicate any learning concern placements in writing to Mrs. Dimas by June 1.  Again, 

please note that specific teacher requests cannot be honored.  Class lists will not be released 

until a few days before the first day of school to allow for changes over the summer. 

 

Registrations for 2022 – 2023 

We are well into planning for the 2022 - 2023 school year.  Students who are currently registered at 

Good Shepherd do not have to complete registrations forms for the next school year since that has 

been replaced with the Intentions Icon in PowerSchool.  If you have neighbours, friends or family who 

are interested in having their children attend Good Shepherd, please advise them to register as soon 

as possible. 

Thank you for spreading the good news about Good Shepherd.  We have a terrific community of 

students, parents and staff.  We continuously receive positive feedback about the behavior of our 

students and the way they conduct themselves in the community.  Thank you for your support.  You 

and your children are our best form of advertising! 
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Moving? Please let us know… 

Staffing and classes depend on who is here for next 

year.  We continue to experience an increase in 

enrollment at Good Shepherd, and we need to have as 

accurate a count as possible.  If you are planning a 

move, please let us know in writing, by email, or by 

phone so that we can have the right number of teachers 

and the right number of students in each classroom.  

This will also be beneficial for your children so that their 

student information can follow them.  A special thank you 

goes out to those of you who have already been in 

communication with us regarding moves for next year.  

We greatly appreciate it! 

 

Good Shepherd Superstars Reading Program 

Our monthly draw for our Good Shepherd Reading Superstars was held on April 29 and we are 

pleased to congratulate our lucky winners who will enjoy lunch with administration on May 6. 

• Kindergarten:  Moriah and Rylee 

• Grade One:  Stephanie and Pippa 

• Grade Two:  Andrea, Kamryn and Chloe 

• Grade Three:  Rainier and Nathan 

• Grade Four:  Maggie and Eizekiel 

• Grade Five:  Gabriel and Rowyn 

• Grade Six:  Karl Miguel and Angelia 

 

The classes with the most reading strips this month were as follows: 

• 1st Place:  5B with 98 reading strips (that is incredible!) 

• 2nd Place:  1A with 56 reading strips 

• 3rd Place:  1B with 54 reading strips 

 

Thank you to our parents for supporting the Good Shepherd Superstars Reading Program and 

encouraging their children to read and participate! 

 

Bus Driver Appreciation Day ~ May 3 

On Tuesday, May 3, the Edmonton Catholic School Division would like to offer our thanks to our 

awesome bus drivers who are committed and dedicated to getting our students to and from school 

safely and efficiently.  
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May 3 has been designated as School Bus Driver Appreciation Day to provide teachers, students and 

families the opportunity to thank the bus drivers and to show them how much we value their service. 

Join us in saying "Thank You!” 

 

Scholastic Book Fair 

Thank you to all our Good Shepherd families for making our Scholastic School 

Book Fair such a huge success. Your generous support earned the school a 

credit of $3300 which will go towards purchasing new books for the library and 

classrooms in order to support programming. We would especially like to thank all 

of our wonderful volunteers who helped ensure the fair ran smoothly and of 

course, a huge thank you goes out to Mrs. Burke for all of her work in organizing and setting up the 

book fair. 

 

Mental Health Awareness Week ~ May 2 to May 8 

A focus on positive mental health for students, families, schools and communities contributes to 

building a welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning environment that respects diversity and 

nurtures a sense of belonging and positive sense of self. Students who are mentally healthy are 

better able to achieve success, are more resilient and are more likely to build healthy relationships. 

The 2022 Hats On! For Mental Health Day will occur on May 4.  Each May, Albertans are invited to 

wear a hat to raise awareness of the importance of good mental health. Participating schools will 

relax their hat rules and encourage students and teachers to build understanding by wearing hats to 

school. Students will also participate in a coordinated lesson on understanding mental health and the 

importance of removing the stigma associated with mental illnesses. 

Parents/Guardians can also learn more about supporting 

positive mental health by visiting www.canwetalk.ca 

website. 

Thank you for being part of the ongoing conversation 

around mental health.  

 

http://www.canwetalk.ca/
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APPLE Schools News 
Fun in the Sun with Vita-Man D  
 
For the month of May, we will be focusing on playing in the sun!  We 

will be learning all about the importance of vitamin D, and how playing 

outside helps our body in more ways then we know.  We will also be 

discussing the importance of using sunscreen when doing outdoor 

activities and more safe sun tips! 

What is the sunshine vitamin?  
 
Vitamin D is known as the sunshine vitamin because the sun’s ultra-violet B (UVB) sun rays make 
vitamin D in our bodies.  
 
Sunlight on our skin provides a major source of our vitamin D, however, we cannot safely get all the 
vitamin D this way. One reason can be the time of year – during the winter months (October to 
March) northern-hemisphere parts of the world, like Alberta, do not receive the UVB rays needed to 
make vitamin D. 
 
Why do we need vitamin D?  
 
A lack of vitamin D can cause rickets in children, and softening of the bones and osteoporosis (fragile 

bones) in adults. Many parts of the body, including muscles, nerves, skin, glands, and the immune 

system also benefit from the sun’s rays. 

The Seven Grandfather Teachings/ 

Good Shepherd House News 

In April, our school community 

focused towards developing the 

character trait of the Beaver.  The 

teaching of wisdom is taught to 

us by the beaver. 

Students worked really hard to 
demonstrate this attribute and 
were recognized; a total of 1656 
rocks were earned!  The three 
houses that earned the most 
rocks in April for following the 
character trait of wisdom were as 
follows: 

1st Place:  Wolf House – 269 

Rocks Earned 
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2nd Place:  Bear House – 266 Rocks Earned 

3rd Place:  Buffalo House – 234 Rocks Earned 

For the remainder of the year, we will work towards developing all of the 7 traits. 

A big thank you goes out to Mrs. Burke for her leadership and work in implementing The Seven 

Sacred Teachings initiative at our site. 

 

Grade 4B Classroom News 

The students in 4B looked at ways they can recycle old items and made bags out of old t-shirts.  They 

explored which textiles worked the best and which were the strongest.  This activity contributed to 

their Earth Day events and crossed into their science curriculum where they explored "Waste on our 

World".   
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And in the journey of life, let us allow ourselves to be taken by the hand. Mothers take their children by the hand and 
lovingly introduce them to life... We need to learn from mothers that heroism is shown in self-giving, strength in 

compassion, wisdom in meekness. (Pope Francis, Homily, 01/01/2019) 
 
In our Catholic faith, Mary, the Mother of God, plays a central role for us. Through her “yes” to God, salvation was born 
into this world in the person of Jesus. We begin our calendar year with the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, and have 
many other special days to honour her. The month of May is one in which our eyes are turned toward our Holy Mother, 
so it is only fitting that we also celebrate Mother’s Day this month. Pope Francis has given us a beautiful picture of the 
importance of those who fill the role of mother for our children. Love, heroism, compassion, wisdom; these are the gifts 
we receive from Mary, and from those who fill this sacred role in our lives! 
 
As the 2021-2022 school year is fast coming to a close, our Division is well into planning for the upcoming school year.  
Our Board of Trustees has approved our Division Plan for Continuous Growth 2020-2023 (Year 3), and our schools will 
now spend the month of May aligning their School Plans for Continuous Growth with our Division’s work. 
 
In Edmonton Catholic Schools, we believe that each person is created in the image and likeness of God and in the 
goodness, dignity and worth of each person. We honour the dignity of each person by treating one another with 
empathy, compassion, and respect. Equity, Diversity, Inclusion, and Anti-Racism (EDIAR) are guiding values consistent 
with Catholic Social Teaching, reaffirming dignity at every level. In the spring of 2021, our Division began a project with 
Norquest’s Colbourne Institute for Inclusive Leadership and MNP to determine our strengths and opportunities for 
growth in furthering the work of EDIAR from a Catholic worldview in our Division through a formal strategic plan. Our 
new EDIAR strategic plan outlines the strategic priorities and key strategies identified through surveys and focus groups 
and explores possible actions that will shape the way in which EDIAR values are embedded in the ongoing work of the 
Division. You can read the strategic plan and explore more about EDIAR in ECSD by clicking here. 
 
This year, we celebrate Catholic Education Week from May 23-27. It is an excellent opportunity to celebrate and give 
thanks for the gift of publicly funded Catholic education that we are blessed with in Alberta. The cornerstones of our 
Catholic educational community are found in the relationship between the home, the school, and the parish as we lead 
our students into a deeper relationship with Jesus. Watch our Division social media to see examples of the great things 
that happen in our schools as #ECSDfaithinspires! 
 
As we continue to celebrate the season of Easter, I leave you with a thought from our Holy Father: “The Easter joy is not 
to be kept to oneself. The joy of Christ is strengthened by giving it, it multiplies sharing it. If we open ourselves and carry 
the Gospel, our hearts will open and overcome fear.”  (Pope Francis, Twitter, 04/18/2022) 
 
Yours in Christ,  
 
Robert Martin 
Chief Superintendent 

https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2019/documents/papa-francesco_20190101_omelia-giornatamondiale-pace.html
https://www.ecsd.net/page/1509/division-plan-for-continuous-growth
https://www.ecsd.net/page/17704/equity-diversity-inclusion-and-anti-racism


Mary, the Mother of God 

 Mary has been venerated since early Christianity, considered by millions 
to be the holiest and greatest saint, and served as a favorite subject in Western art, music, and 
literature. During the month of May, we celebrate our devotion to Mary and commemorate her 
extraordinary role as a mother to both Jesus Christ and the whole of humanity.  

According to the gospels of Matthew and Luke, Mary was a first-century Jewish woman of 
Nazareth, the wife of Joseph, and the mother of Jesus. She conceived Jesus through the Holy 
Spirit, and accompanied Joseph to Bethlehem, where Jesus was born.  

The Catholic Church holds distinctive Marian dogmas, namely her status as the Mother of God, 
her Immaculate Conception, her perpetual virginity, and her Assumption into heaven. Popular 
devotions in the form of feasts, services, and the rosary, have played a tremendously important 
role in the lives of Roman Catholics. 
 

Hail Mary, Full of Grace, The Lord is with thee.  
Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death.  
Amen. 

 
Indeed, Mary is a central figure in the Catholic faith and her life illustrates how our Almighty 
Father works in our lives. Mary’s humility, simplicity, and charity embodied the way she lived her 
life. Her freedom to serve Christ’s mission, bring him into the world, and ponder the significance 
of his life became the pattern for both collective and individual discipleship.  

This is what Mary proclaimed when she became the mother of God, and this is the mission we 
continue today. Being called by God requires total commitment and a willingness to sacrifice 
everything out of love. When we say ‘yes,’ God is inviting us to what is already within our capacity; 
inviting us to see our ordinary roles as sacred. 

Sandra Talarico 
Manager, Religious Education Services 



Creating Confident Printers 
	
 

 
Fine Motor Camp - Printing Basics 

May/June 2022 
 
A four-week fun and interactive camp for children in grades 1 - 3 who find printing 
or other fine motor activities challenging. The camp will be run by an experienced 
pediatric Occupational Therapist. A multi-sensory approach combining fine and 
gross motor movement to enhance learning will be used along with co-operative 
games and crafts to practice the skills needed for hand functioning. 
 
The camp places an emphasis on grasp development, formation of lower-case 
letters, legible printing, copying shapes and letters, using school tools (pencils, 
scissors, glue), in hand manipulation skills, eye hand coordination and strength.  
 
Also included is a short summary report identifying individual children's strengths, 
areas of need, and suggestions for further skill development will be provided. The 
summary report will be provided at the end of the group for parents to learn how 
to support their child with printing practice at home. 
 
This camp is designed for children who may be experiencing mild to moderate 
delays in fine motor development or would benefit from extra practice. 
 
Days: May 28, June 4, 11, 18, 2022 (4 sessions)  

Time: 10:00 am - 11:15 am  

Cost: $300.00 

Where: Highlands Community Centre – 6112 113 Avenue Edmonton, AB 

Contact: Growing Changes / Rebecca Cormier at 780.965.4310 or email 
growingchanges@gmail.com to register. 

Note: Occupational Therapy services may be covered depending on health plan 
& are tax deductible. 

Covid Protocols: Dates are subject to change if restrictions are in place for 
community activities. Precautions will be taken to limit sharing of supplies and all 
staff will be following the AHS covid protocols and vaccination program. Children 
are encouraged to wear masks however it will not be a requirement.  
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