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 Grandin Gazette 
 

 

FEBRUARY FITNESS, FAITH AND FUN 
Grandin students brighten the long, winter days with their 
enthusiasm and kindness. They seem to make the very best of each 
day and inspire staff to do the same. 

We are also very proud of the many academic accomplishments 
of our students. This year, parents have access 24/7 to their 
child(ren)’s progress through PowerSchool. On January 31st, you will 
also be able to access a Summary Report, which is similar to the 
report cards we used to publish. Instructions on how to access this 
report can be found on page 3.  

Every February, all staff of Edmonton Catholic Schools take time for 
their own spiritual growth. Classes are cancelled for all students on 
Tuesday, February 4th for Faith Development Day.  

Recess is especially fun these days with the mounds of snow that 
have been created in our west field. Many thanks to our Parent 
Society for providing shovels, snow brickmakers and sliders for our 
students to stay active outside. 

We celebrate our school charism Celebrating Our Faith Through 
Language and Culture on Día Grandin, which will be on Valentine’s 
Day this year. Please consider volunteering for this extra special day 
that is a Grandin tradition. 

February 14th is also Pink T-Shirt Day, which reminds us that kindness 
is everyone’s responsibility at Grandin. Please encourage your child 
to wear pink for Día Grandin and to continue making our school a 
safe, caring environment for absolutely everyone. 

Thanking our students, staff and parents for the many ways they 
spread God’s joy and love in our school. 

 
 

 
 
 

Lorelei Hironaka                      Amanda Hammermeister 
Principal                                                                Assistant Principal  

AND NOW THESE THREE REMAIN: FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE. 
BUT THE GREATEST OF THESE IS LOVE.  1 Corinthians 13:13 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Summary Reports Live! 
Please Check Your Child’s Progress on PowerSchool 
Friday, January 31 
 

Malicounda! 

Wednesday, February 5 
TO 
Tuesday, February 11 
 

Faith Development Day 
Classes Cancelled 
Tuesday, February 4 
 

Society/Council Meetings 
Wednesday, February 5 
 

100th Day of School 
Thursday, February 6 
 

Hot Lunch – Pita Pit 
Friday, February 7 
 

AHS Presentation 
Executive Functioning 
Library 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 12 
 

Pink Shirt Day – Día Grandin 
Friday, February 14 
 

Family Day – No School 
Monday, February 17 
 

Grade 4-6 Skiing 
Monday, February 24 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancakes 
Tuesday, February 25 
 

Ash Wednesday 9:15 a.m. 
Wednesday, February 26 
 

GETCA – No School 
Thursday, February 27 
Friday, February 28 
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STAYING ACTIVE AT GRANDIN 
Staying active helps children focus and learn. Grandin parents and staff wanted to find ways to 
make sure that students had lots of opportunities for physical exercise during the winter. 
Your Parent Society generously provided shovels, snowblock molds, crazy carpets, sliding saucers 
and toboggans for students to use outside at recess. We also have snow mounds outside to climb 
on and enjoy. This was another great idea from your School Council.  
What fun! Children are now looking forward to recess outside. We also are so proud that our 
students respect the need for safety and fair play, despite all the excitement. They are learning 
how to share the equipment and respect everyone’s right to enjoy the outdoors. Some of the best 
learning in life happens at recess! 
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POWERSCHOOL SUMMARY REPORTS 
At the end of January, and again at the end of June, parents can access the PowerSchool 
Summary Report. This report provides parents and guardians with a snapshot of their child's 
achievement to date. In addition to the outcomes from the Alberta Program of Studies, the 
Summary Report also includes Learner Skills, which identify strengths and areas of growth in 
collaboration, citizenship and self-management. 
Summary Reports are available for children from Kindergarten to Grade 6. 100 Voices students do 
not receive a Summary Report. 
At École Escuela Grandin, we believe that parents/guardians, students and teachers are integral 
partners in the learning process. As such, we encourage you to read the Summary Report with your 
child to celebrate successes and set goals for the second half of the year, much like you did before 
with your child's report card. 
Remember, you and your child also have access 24/7 to all the assignments and assessments that 
go into the Summary Report throughout the year. Just log into the PowerSchool Parent portal. 
If you do not yet have access to the PowerSchool Parent Portal, (powerschool.ecsd.net/public) 
please contact the office at 780 482-3676. 
Thank you for all you do to support your children and our home-school partnership.  
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ALBERTA ACCOUNTABILITY PILLAR SURVEY 
Grandin families of grade 4-6 students received a special code in the mail to complete the 
Alberta Education Survey. If you haven’t had a chance to do so yet, please take the time to 
respond to the survey. The deadline is the end of February. This is our school’s “report card” 
from you! 
Remember that a response of “Don’t Know” counts towards the total number of responses – as a 
negative response - and indicates that the respondent feels that the question is applicable. 
 
If you do not feel comfortable answering a question or if the question is not applicable, 
you should leave the response blank. A blank response does not as a positive or negative response. 
 

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2020-2021 SCHOOL YEAR 
It is already time to start making plans for the next school year! You can help us by completing a 
short, on-line form to let us know if you plan on returning to École Escuela Grandin next year. 
All Kindergarten to Grade 5 students are automatically pre-registered at Grandin for the 2020-
2021 school year. We just need you to confirm that you will be coming back in the fall. This is very 
important as we begin the staffing cycle for next year in March.  
Please complete the Registration Survey by Friday, February 21st. Many thanks! 
 

http://bit.ly/Grandin20202021 

WELCOME SISTER MARIÁNGEL    AND SISTER KATHERINE 
Sister Mariángel and Sister Katherine are two new volunteers 
here at Grandin. They are both Ursuline nuns and part of the 
Family of the Incarnation. Sister Mariángel is from Spain, and 
Sister Katherine is from France. Perfect fits for École Escuela 
Grandin! 
Sister Mariángel visits both French and Spanish classes every 
Wednesday, sharing her deep faith and expertise with 

teachers and students. 
She has already 
endeared herself to 
many students. We are 
so blessed to have her 
share her gifts with us. 
 

Sister Katherine loves to 
read in French with 
children on Fridays. She says spending time with the children 
lifts her heart. She is glad she found a place in Edmonton 
where she can speak French!  

http://bit.ly/Grandin20202021
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MISS ALEXANDRA 
Grandin has a great reputation and is 
conveniently located on the LRT line. This makes 
us very popular with students at the University of 
Alberta. Miss Alexandra volunteered in classes 
before Christmas and had such a positive 
experience that she has decided to become a 
regular volunteer at Grandin. Alexandra is 
studying to be a teacher and is gaining great 
skills helping children in math and reading every 
Thursday. We sure appreciate the extra help, 
and warmly welcome Miss Alexandra to our 
school. 

SEÑORITA MARTA 
This past month, Grandin welcomed Señorita Marta Capilla to our school. Señorita Marta is a 
Spanish Language Assistant, provided in part through funding from the Spanish Embassy as 
part of the International Spanish Academy status that Grandin enjoys. Señorita Marta works 
with students from grades 1-6 in the Spanish Bilingual program, providing enrichment activities 
and cultural experiences. Señorita Marta will be at Grandin all day long from Monday to 
Wednesday until spring break. 

ARTIST IN RESIDENCE - FEBRUARY 5-11 
Malicounda is back! Grandin students will enjoy another week of African drumming and dancing. 
Our Alberta Foundation for the Arts grant was approved in early January, and Louise Raymond 
was able to come back to 
Alberta to spend an extra week 
teaching us to drum in French 
and Spanish! 
Madame Athena is facilitating 
the residency and will be able 
to continue the learning in 
music class. The children love 
drumming. 
Each year, Grandin students 
enjoy an Artist in Residence 
program. We have had jazz 
musicians and salsa dancers as 
well as visual artists. We hope to 
include a drama residency next 
year in our target languages of 
French and Spanish. 
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DÍA GRANDIN – FEBRUARY 14TH  
Our fun-filled day to celebrate our French and Spanish cultures is fast approaching on Friday, 
February 14th. The committee has been working hard to plan and organize a variety of stations 
that involve cultural food, music, games and art projects. Students will make Carnival masks, learn 
how to play the spoons, dance up a storm with E-Town salsa, and enjoy some churros and maple 
sugar taffy, among other fun stations. If weather permits, we are hoping to run some stations 
outside so please make sure your child is dressed for some outdoor fun! We are still in need of 
volunteers so please check your email for a letter that was sent home last week with some details. 
We are so blessed to be able to learn and live with so many cultures here at Grandin, and we are 
excited to spend a day celebrating just that! 

PINK T-SHIRT DAY – EMPOWERING CHILDREN 
Kindness Day – or Pink T-Shirt Day – also falls on Día Grandin. By wearing pink, Grandin students 
show that they actively work to ensure that bullying is stopped in its tracks at Grandin.   
We enjoy such a warm, safe environment here at Grandin. But we need to work to make sure that 
kindness, forgiveness are practiced every day. Students know that they are expected to speak up 
when they see/experience instances of bullying at school.  
 
 

“David Shepherd, Travis Price and their teenage friends organized a high-school protest to 
wear pink in sympathy with a Grade 9 boy who was being bullied [for wearing a pink 

shirt]…[They] took a stand against bullying 
when they protested against the 
harassment of a new Grade 9 student by 
distributing pink T-shirts to all the boys in 
their school. ‘I learned that two people can 
come up with an idea, run with it, and it 
can do wonders,’ says Mr. Price, 17, who 
organized the pink protest. ‘Finally, 
someone stood up for a weaker kid.’ So Mr. 
Shepherd and some other headed off to a 
discount store and bought 50 pink tank 
tops. They sent out message to schoolmates 
that night, and the next morning they 
hauled the shirts to school in a plastic bag. 
As they stood in the foyer handing out the 
shirts, the bullied boy walked in. His face 
spoke volumes. ‘It looked like a huge 
weight was lifted off his shoulders,’ Mr. 
Price recalled. The bullies were never heard 
from again.” 

— GLOBE & MAIL  
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OPEN HOUSE – 100 VOICES AND KINDERGARTEN 
FEBRUARY 19 – 6:00 P.M. 
Please let your neighbours, friends and family know about our Open House on February 19th. This is 
an evening specifically geared to the parents of prospective 100 Voices and Kindergarten 
students. We will begin with a short presentation in the gym, and then Señora Maria, Mme Lisa and 
Ms Amanda will take over in their classrooms. 
Thank you for spreading the good news about École Escuela Grandin! 

SHROVE TUESDAY AND ASH WEDNESDAY 
OUR LENTEN JOURNEY BEGINS 
Volunteers are needed to help prepare pancakes for students on Shrove Tuesday – February 25th. 
Children will enjoy pancakes throughout the morning. We have also invited some retired priests to 
join us on this special day before the beginning of Lent. Many thanks, again, to Wendy Bosch for 
organizing this wonderful Grandin tradition. 
Parents are then invited to join us for our Ash Wednesday Celebration in the school gym on 
Wednesday, February 26th. This marks the beginning of the liturgical season of Lent – 40 days of 
fasting, prayer and almsgiving before Easter arrives. Father Simmy will be here to bless the ashes. 
Teachers will then distribute the ashes by making a cross on each student’s forehead. 
Lent and Easter are two very important seasons in the Catholic liturgical calendar. Take some time 
to talk to your child about the commitment they have made to prepare their hearts during Lent 
for the miracle of Easter. 
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YOU ARE INVITED TO JOURNEY TO EASTER  
WITH SAINT JOSEPH BASILICA 
PARISH COMMUNITY 

 

 
Mass with distribution of ashes 

at 7 AM 12:05, 5:30 and 7PM 
February 26th 

 

Forgiven 
FORGIVEN explores the grace and healing offered in Confession and shows how this sacrament 
can be an intimate and life-changing experience of God’s mercy which reveals the depth and 
bounty of God’s love. By looking at God’s revelation of his mercy in Scripture and making a step 
by step examination of the rite itself, FORGIVEN communicates God’s invitation to each one of us 
to come experience his indescribable love in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Please join us over three evenings, February 11th, 18th and 25th in O’Leary Hall from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. For more information or to register please contact Bonnie at the Parish Office at 780 488-7295 
Ext. 230 or email bonnie.kirk@caedm.ca 
If you could let us know in advance if you are coming it would be greatly appreciated as it will 
assist our planning. 

Tuesday, March 3rd  
is our DAY OF CONFESSIONS within our archdiocese.  

A number of priests will be available to hear confessions throughout the day from 9a.m. to 9 p.m.  
Please consider taking advantage of this opportunity to encounter God’s grace and mercy. 

No Greater Love 
Thousands sought Jesus during his life. Only a few followed him to Calvary. What will you do? 
Filmed on location in the Holy Land, NO GREATER LOVE is a biblical pilgrimage that reveals Christ’s 
amazing love for us. Bestselling author, Dr. Edward Sri guides you through the last hours of Christ’s 
life. You will walk step by step with Jesus from the Garden of Gethsemane to Mount Calvary. Every 
step of the way, Old Testament prophesies, messianic expectations, biblical symbolism and 
historical context shed light on the mystery of Christ’s suffering and death. Experience a deeper 
understanding and appreciation of God’s immeasurable and unconditional love for you and 
grow closer to Jesus. This five-part offering is an ideal Lenten journey. We will be meeting on 
Thursday evenings, March 5th through to April 2nd from 7:00pm – 8:30pm in the Parish Office 
Boardroom.   

mailto:bonnie.kirk@caedm.ca
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HELPING YOUR CHILD AT HOME 
 

Reading for a Purpose: Recipes! 
 

Do you have cookbooks in your house? Or favourite family recipes? Use these recipes or others 
you find online and spend some time in the kitchen with your children.  
 
Involve them in reading the recipes, measuring ingredients, mixing, rolling, kneading, decorating, 
whatever the recipe calls for.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

Numero – Learn the Facts While Having Fun! 
 
Numero is a great card game that we play here at Grandin. Developed in Australia, this game 
can be played from grade 1 to university – with Wild Cards adding more and more complexity to 
the game. 
 
Check out how to play at: 
 
How to play the basic game 
(Addition Only) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_fFcAzcINBg 
 
How to play with Wild Cards 
(Subtraction, Multiplication, Division) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YymNcFoER-M 
 
CARDS ARE AVAILABLE AT EDUCATION STATION FOR $19.99. 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_fFcAzcINBg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YymNcFoER-M
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Social Justice Update 
LET US LOVE, NOT WITH WORDS BUT WITH DEEDS – POPE FRANCIS 

GRADE 1’S TAKE THE LEAD – 100TH DAY OF SCHOOL 
The Grade 1A class is excited to announce that February 6 will be the 100th day of school. 
We have been busy preparing for this special day in many ways.  We would like to 
show our gratitude for the gift of Grandin School by launching a Social Justice project entitled 
Project 100. 
Everyone is invited to donate cans of baked beans or soup for the Edmonton Food Bank. Please 
bring your donations to the Grade 1A classroom. The goal is to donate at least 100 cans of soup 
or baked beans to the less fortunate in our city. Help us bring light to others with your kindness!  
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Social Justice Update 
LET US LOVE, NOT WITH WORDS BUT WITH DEEDS – POPE FRANCIS 

ONE SMALL GESTURE – TOUCHED SO MANY 
When the grade 3 French class decided to write Christmas cards to the retired nuns in Mundare, 
and retired priests in the Archdioceses, they certainly didn’t expect the flood of gratitude they 
received in return. One priest, Father Michael McCaffery, came to Grandin to thank the students 
in person. Father McCaffery’s aunt was one of the original principals at Grandin – Mother Mary 
Alice McCaffery (1914-1921). Father Mike enjoyed looking at the many photographs in our school 
that were created for our 100th anniversary in 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THANK YOU FROM ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 
St. Francis of Assisi students enjoyed tourtières donated by Grandin families in January. Here is a 
message the staff and children of St. Francis of Assisi published in our Division Spotlight for all ECSD 
staff: 

Pies were made by the Grandin School community and in a gesture of caring and sharing, Grandin 
donated 30 pies to St. Francis of Assisi School for the second year. Social justice is alive and well in our ECSD 

community. Many thanks for the generosity which warms out bellies and our hearts. 
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Preparing for the Future! 
 

Opportunities for Grandin Students to Get Ready for the World of Work  

ROBOGALS ARE A HIT 
Grandin students enjoyed another day of robotics and engineering with University of Alberta 
students in January. Robogals said they absolutely love coming to Grandin. We are going to see if 
they can come back one more time! Stay tuned. 

FINANCIAL LITERACY 
Grade 4 students will benefit from the CPA Financial Literacy Webinar on 
February 10th. This 60 minute course helps students understand the 
difference between “needs” and “wants”, and how to make smart 
decisions about money. 

CODINGVILLE.CA 
Some of our classes have signed up for CodingVille.ca, a resource for engaging students in 
coding and digital skills development. 
 
 

 

WEBPAGE DESIGN 
Our wonderful volunteer Lara has been working with students to help create websites for our many 
school clubs. 
These websites are on the Go-Daddy platform and are NOT accessible by a Google search. 
Check some of them out by clicking on the links below: 
 
 
  

https://p42.godaddysites.com/
https://numero.godaddysites.com/
https://ba1be83aee4e.godaddysites.com/
https://danceclub1.godaddysites.com/
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Grandin Clubs and Teams 
THIS YEAR WE WILL AGAIN BE OFFERING MANY LUNCH HOUR (AND A FEW AFTER SCHOOL) CLUBS FOR THE 

CHILDREN. KEEP WATCHING THIS PAGE FOR UPDATES AND NEW OPPORTUNITIES 

HARITAGE DANCE CLUB 
This club began recently for students in grades 5 and 6 – on Fridays during the noon hour. It is very 
popular and will be expanded for other grades to join on Tuesdays at noon. Our teacher-volunteer, 
Aura Rodrigues, invites both boys and girls to come and learn traditional Latino dances. 

CHESS CLUB 
Chess Club is back at Grandin! Students from Kindergarten to Grade 6 can join by completing the 
sign up form. This is a Club that runs on Tuesday noons and Thursdays after school (11:30 a.m. 
dismissal). There is a fee for the club, which is run by chess teacher Richard Pua. Please contact 
your classroom teacher if you would like a form. 

ROBOTICS CLUB 
Mme Karam is starting up our robotics club again this term. Students meet on alternate 
Wednesdays (interchanging with Numero Club). Great fun and logical reasoning is already 
happening in the school library. Come and join the fun and learning! 

DRAWING CLUB 
Mlle Maissa, our French Language Monitor, has started an Art/Drawing club for grades 1-3 during 
Monday lunch recess, and for grades 4-6 on Fridays during lunch recess. We are rotating students 
through the club so everyone has a chance to participate. 

BOOK CLUB 
A group of students wrote Mme Hironaka about creating a “book club”, where they would read 
their favourite chapter books, and discuss them with other students. They have now found a 
teacher to supervise the – thank you Señor Rivas! This club will run on Fridays during the afternoon 
recess. 

ENVIRONMENT CLUB 
Our Environment Club does an excellent job looking after the many plants that have brightened 
the halls and rooms of our school. Señora Obén supervises this club, which teaches our students 
about being good stewards of our world. 

NUMERO CLUB 
This popular club is back, alternating with Robotics on Wednesdays in the library. Grandin will be 
participating in the school division’s Numero Challenge again this year on May 13th. Time to brush 
up on those math facts!  
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Grandin School Parent Council 

Grandin School Fundraising Society 
 

The next meeting of both our parent organizations was be 
held on Wednesday, February 5th. Come and find out about 
the many school spirit and fundraising events that are 
upcoming! 
 
School Council Executive: 
Co-chairs: Christie Oswald and Kristin Zelyck 
Vice-chair: Sarah Bisbee 
Secretary: Caitlin McElhone 

 
Fundraising Society Executive: 
Chair: Andrea Boehm 
Vice-Chair: Kristen Zelyck 
Treasurer:  Desiree Thomas 
Secretary: Caitlin McElhone 
 

 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 

Next Meeting 
Wednesday, February 5th at 6:00 p.m. 

Please join us if you can! 

 

MEETING DATES 
6:00 PM START 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8  

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

TUESDAY, MARCH 10 

MONDAY, APRIL 6 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20 
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Hot Lunch 
 

Healthy Hunger Fridays 
Each  month there will be one or more Hot Lunches available to be ordered online. These lunches 
are delivered to the school and the children get to enjoy a nice hot meal.   Lunch are ordered 
online. 
  
To sign up and order, go to:  
ww w.healthyhunger.ca  
or call 1-800-818-6260 or 780 800-5588.  
  
We are listed under “E” for Ecole/Escuela Grandin.  
1. Register Student 
2. Login and add your children to the account 
3. View all upcoming lunch dates 
4. Place order and make payment online 

   

 

 

 

 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

Volunteers are needed to deliver hot lunch each month. 
If you are able to volunteer on the day of hot lunch 
between 12:05 p.m. and 12:45 p.m., please click the "I 
can volunteer" checkbox when ordering your child's hot 
lunch. Or, send a text to 780 220 7976 

Many thanks to Sonja Martens for organizing these special 
lunches—and giving parents a well-deserved break every few 

DATES 
Boston Pizza 
Friday, October 11 
 
Subway 
Friday, October 25 
 
Mucho Burrito 
Friday, November 8 
 
Mary Brown’s 
Friday, November 22 
 
Tim Horton’s 
Friday, December 13 
 
Opa! 
Friday, January 10 
 
Pasta Pantry 
Friday, January 24 
 
Pita Pit 
Friday, February 7 
 
Pizza 73 
Friday, March 13 
 
Swiss Chalet 
Friday, April 3 
 
Pressed The Sandwich Co 
Friday, April 24 
 
TBD 
Friday, May 22 
 
TBD 
Friday, June 12 
 
 

http://www.healthyhunger.ca/
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weeks!Your Feedback is Appreciated 

Win Lunch With the Principal 
Now Go Online and Submit This Form 

http://bit.ly/2kIq9b5 
 

If you read this newsletter, print, sign and return this form to your child’s teacher. Your child will be 
entered to win a lunch with the principal, Mme Hironaka. 

Child’s Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Class: _____________________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature: __________________________________________________ 

We welcome your feedback. Please write us and share what you like, what you would like to see 
in the future, what you hope for our school!  

 
  

http://bit.ly/2kIq9b5
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Transportation Information for Families 
 
 

Transportation Services:  Hours:  Mon - Fri    7:15 AM – 5:00 PM       Thursday 7:15 - 4:00 PM 
Phone:     780 441 6078  
Email:       transportationservices@ecsd.net 
 
Here are some useful tips to help all parents track a late school bus: 
 
1. LIVE! Yellow Bus Delay Board – located on www.ecsd.net . Select the 
Schools tab, under Transportation select “Yellow Bus Delay Board” 
As soon as a bus is reported late to our office, we post it on the delay board while 
the SWIFT message is being sent out to parents/guardians. 
 
2. Bus Finder – located in PowerSchool Parent Portal under Bus 
Information, select the Bus Finder tab. Bus Finder will track the bus 
assigned to your route by GPS. 
 
3. Call Transportation Services directly if your bus is running more than 10 
minutes late! 780-441-6078 
 
4. Email any updates to contact information 
to transportationservices@ecsd.net to ensure all delayed bus notifications 
are received. 
  
 
Thank you, 
Transportation Services 
 
 

mailto:transportationservices@ecsd.net
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecsd.net&data=02%7C01%7CLorelei.Hironaka%40ecsd.net%7Ce08d52236cce4add853808d7a4f5705c%7Cb18d9f6f0743460da19b0b3297eeeb89%7C0%7C0%7C637159246362001135&sdata=8ky9uhLzve%2B42jmacm%2F1755%2Fpr7BpNEGLPjhTFPNJyI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:transportationservices@ecsd.net
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjGx-67--rSAhUK2GMKHTjuA1kQjRwIBw&url=https://clipartfest.com/categories/view/65c2370daa50e52191574a77a29736feaacc751a/cartoon-bus-pictures-clip-art.html&bvm=bv.150120842,bs.1,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNFS2qz-IUSKzGWzR_TWnzL7HglcjQ&ust=1490301379287828


 
 

Parent Council/Fundraising Society Meeting Summary 

	
Fundraising	Society	January	2020	Meeting	Summary	

	
1. 11	parents/society	members	in	attendance.	2	school	representatives		

	
2. Treasurer’s	report	

a. $118,802.00	in	Fundraising	Society	account	as	of	December	31st,	2019	
b. $13,940	raised	to	date	–	yay!		

i. BBQ	 	 	 	 $402.00	
ii. Christmas	Card	Sales		 $1442.00	
iii. Grants	&	Other	 	 $1211.00	
iv. Pointsettas	&	Gift	Cards	 $359.00	
v. Tourtierre	Sales	 	 $9764.00	
vi. Christmas	Market	 	 $761.00	

c. Casino	money	(approx.	$55,000	left)	must	be	spent	by	May	2021	
	

3. Grant	Update:			
i. Walmart	grant	–	can	apply	at	any	Walmart	store	up	to	$1000.	We’ve	applied	to	two	

stores	(Westmount	and	Capilano	stores).	Also	applied	to	Walmart	head	office	for	
additional	Grant	–	haven’t	heard	back	yet	

ii. CFEP	Grant	update:	We	likely	won’t	qualify	for	grant	–	because	we	have	limited	
public	use	and	not	a	community	focused	initiative	

iii. Other	grant	options:	Canada	Post	community	grant	($25,000),	Best	Buy	Tech	grant	
for	classrooms	($5000),	Telus	community	grant	(more	limited)		

iv. Grants	from	Parents’	Employers	–	THANK	YOU!	
1. EPCOR	Helping	Hands	Grant	Program	-	$300	on	behalf	of	Erika		
2. Capital	power	-	additional	$250	on	behalf	of	Penny		

	
IF	YOU	OR	YOUR	EMPLOYER	IS	INTERESTED	IN	DONATING	TO	GRANDIN	SCHOOL	PLEASE	CONTACT	US	
AT:	info@grandinsociety.ca	

	
4. New	Gym	Media/Sound	System	and	NEW	Kitchen	

a. A	new	gym	media/sound	system	is	needed	for	the	school.	The	fundraising	society	and	
school	administration	have	been	working	hard	to	gather	quotes	and	research	grants	that	
may	be	available	to	off-set	this	cost.	

b. NO	grants	are	available	at	this	time	for	this	specific	project.		Casino	money	can	be	used	to	
pay	for	the	new	media	system.		

c. The	Fundraising	Society	will	vote	on	the	final	quote	and	decision	at	the	February	meeting	
(ALL	PARENTS	WELCOME).		Quote	will	NOT	exceed	$55,000	for	new	sound/media	board	
and	installment.		This	will	use	the	remaining	casino	money	in	our	account	and	will	benefit	
the	school	for	the	next	10	years.		

d. KITCHEN:	fundraising	campaign	is	being	started	to	help	raise	funds	for	a	new	kitchen.		
	

5. Additional	Information	
a. Special	Education	equipment	(hoki	stools	-$150	each)	–	6	additional	ones	were	purchased	

for	the	school	
b. Looking	into	purchasing	winter	play	equipment/supplies	for	students	to	use	outside	during	

the	winter	season	
	

6. Next	meeting	Wednesday,	February	5	@	7:00pm	in	the	School	Library	
	 ALL	PARENTS	WELCOME	TO	ATTEND	AND	VOTE	ON	MOTIONS	
	



 
 

Parent Council/Fundraising Society Meeting Summary 

Parent	Council	January	2020	Meeting	Summary	
	

1. 11	parents/society	members	in	attendance.	2	school	representatives		

	

2. Grandin	After	School	Care	Report	–	Spaces	available!		
a. 6	spaces	available	for	100	voices	

b. 7	spaces	available	for	afternoon	Kindergarten	

c. 4	spaces	available	for	Grade	2	

	

3. School	Communications	
a. Reminder	to	please	READ	THE	NEWSLETTER	for	all	upcoming	school	events	and	

important	school	information.	Newsletter	is	sent	out	monthly	by	email	and	SMS	text	

b. Parent	Council	working	on	updating	school	website	with	information	and	meeting	minutes	

as	well.		

	

4. Monthly	Principal	Report	
a. Report	cards/student	summary	reports	will	be	available	on	PowerSchool	by	January	30th		

b. Grade	4	Division	Exams	(reading	&	writing	only)	are	back!	Please	talk	with	your	teacher	for	

more	information	

c. Grandin	received	the	AFA	(Alberta	Foundation	for	the	Arts)	Grant	again!	Will	offset	costs	

for	the	Artist	in	Residence	to	return	which	is	great	

d. Executive	Functioning	Session	happening	on	February	12th	–	open	to	everyone	to	attend	

e. Special	Spanish	language	facilitator	from	Spain	will	be	attending	Grandin	to	work	with	the	

students	

f. School	celebrated	and	incorporated	many	First	Nations	Metis	Initiatives	since	September	

	

5. Other	
a. Parent	Council	is	looking	at	how	to	incorporate	more	winter	activities	and	winter	supplies	

for	the	students	to	play	with	during	recess	time.		

	

6. Next	meeting	Wednesday,	February	5	@	6:00pm	in	the	School	Library	

	 ALL	PARENTS	WELCOME	TO	ATTEND	AND	VOTE	ON	MOTIONS	

	
	
	



February 2020 

   Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love...  (Joel 2:13) 

 
 This scripture comes from the reading for Ash Wednesday, which falls on February 26 this year.  The 
message is a beautiful reminder for us that God loves us, and that when we turn away from Him 
through our choices and actions, He is always waiting for us with forgiveness and mercy.  It also 
presents us with a picture of how to share God’s love with others: abundantly, patiently, mercifully, 
and graciously. 
 
As an annual check-up on the education system, the Accountability Pillar provides an opportunity for 
Alberta Education and school authorities to ensure that we are equipping students for success.  The 
Accountability Pillar uses a set of 16 indicators. Data on these indicators is collected through surveys 
of students, parents and teachers on various aspects of education quality, through measuring student 
outcomes such as dropout and high school completion rates, and through provincial assessments of 
student learning.  The Division and each individual school use the results of the Accountability Pillar 
to plan their future direction.  If you have received a survey for your child, it is extremely important 
that you let your voice be heard and take a few moments to fill out the survey. If you do not know the 
answer to a question on the survey, please phone your school principal.  They will be more than 
happy to provide you with the information that you need to form an opinion on the question. The 
survey closes on February 28. 
 
Edmonton Catholic Schools has launched a three-year project that will analyse and review viability, 
successes and areas of improvement for schools and programs located across the Division.  School 
enrolments, utilizations, student residencies, infrastructure requirements, operational costs and 
possibilities for consolidations will be taken into consideration. The goals of the project are to balance 
utilization, enhance learning environments, improve operating costs and develop a continuum of 
focus, language and alternate programs. The 2019-2020 School Year will focus on reviewing schools in 
the Castledowns/Northwest, and Beverly/Clareview/Highlands/Norwood areas.  We are also engaged 
in consultation to consider the relocation of the focus programs from St. Basil School.  The decision 
on this potential school closure will be made at the March 17 Public Meeting of the Board. 
 

Pope Francis shared a thought on Twitter on January 16 that underscores the message that our 
opening scripture imparted: “The Lord has so much compassion, He involves Himself in our problems. 
Let us often repeat this simple prayer: Lord, I am a sinner, have mercy on me, have compassion for 
me.” 

Have a blessed February! 

Sincerely, 

Joan Carr 
Superintendent 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST - FEBRUARY 2 

 

 Hundreds of years before the Saviour was born, 
Isaiah, living in a dark time of tyranny and cruelty, 
foretold the coming of a great light: The people 
who walked in the darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness - on 
them light has shined (Isaiah 9:2).  
 
It seemed logical that when Simeon the aged 
prophet saw Mary and Joseph come to the temple 
to present the Christ Child to the Lord, he declared 
to God, ‘Master, now you are dismissing your 
servant in peace, according to your word; for my 
eyes have seen your salvation, which you have 
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your 
people Israel’ (Luke 2: 29-32). 

Whoever ‘believes in me’ and ‘follows me’ says Jesus, does not ‘remain in darkness’ but already ‘has the light of life.’ 
What is this light? In Christ we know who God is. This is the light. In Christ we know who we are. This is the light. In 
Christ we know the way of life for which human being was created. This is the light. In Christ we have the answer to 
the riddle of death. This is the light. All this has been revealed to us by Christ who is the Light of the World. God ‘has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ’ (2 Corinthians 
4:6).  
J. B. Phillips wrote a charming story entitled The Visited Planet in the second chapter of his book New Testament 
Christianity. It is a story of a veteran angel showing a young angel the vast galaxies of the heavens. As the two of them 
drew near to the star which we call our sun and to its circling planets, the senior angel pointed to a small and rather 
insignificant sphere turning very slowly on its axis. It looked as dull as a dirty tennis ball to the young angel whose mind 
was filled with the size and glory of what he had seen. ‘What's special about that one?’ ‘That,’ replied his senior 
solemnly, ‘is the Visited Planet.’ With great skill the senior angel spun time back and said, ‘Now watch, something will 
happen on that little dark ball.’ And, sure enough, suddenly there was a bright flash. The little angel said ‘Was that the 
visit?’ ‘Yes,’ said the senior angel, ‘that was the visit. That was when the Son of Glory, our great Prince, went to the 
earth to become a man.’ Quickly the light dimmed and in a short while all went black. ‘What happened?’ the young 
angel exclaimed. The older angel replied, ‘They did not understand him. They refused him. So they killed him. But 
watch carefully now.’ Suddenly a flash came, so bright that the little angel was almost blinded, and he said, ‘What was 
that?’ ‘That was the resurrection. You see, he rose again from the dead, and he ascended into heaven. That is why he 
is here in glory now.’ The veteran angel paused a moment and then continued, ‘Now watch carefully, little angel, and 
you will see something interesting.’ And sure enough another bright flash occurred. ‘That was the Holy Spirit’s coming 
at Pentecost.’ Following that brief flash little lights began appearing here and there all over that little dark ball. The 
veteran angel said, ‘That is the gospel being brought by the witnesses to the various parts of the world. Wherever 
people receive our Prince as their Saviour the lights come on.’ ‘Yes, yes,’ said the little angel impatiently. ‘But how 
does it end? Will the little lights join up with one another? Will it all be light, as it is in Heaven?’ The older angel said, 
‘That is not for us to now. That is the Father’s good knowledge; only he knows. But one day when the Prince returns 
to that planet again, it will all become light forever.’ 
No other word describes Christ as accurately as the word light. He comes as a light to those who sit in the darkness of 
despair. He lights candles of love, joy, forgiveness, peace, and meaning in the lives of people today.  
Friends of Jesus, let the light of Christ shine in our lives as we continue walking together in the light of Christ.  
 
Fr. Julian Bilyj 
ECSD Chaplain 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.monasteryicons.com%2Fproduct%2Fmeeting-of-the-lord-icon-445%2Ficons-of-the-great-feasts&psig=AOvVaw2Xxabr3VTbCfWl857ga7Qq&ust=1579027257561000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNDU1oidgecCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD






FRENCH IMMERSION CATHOLIC  JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

February 3 at 7pm 
*New for 2020-21
Enhanced Academic Program (EAP) 
offered for Grades 7-9



PARENT EDUCATION AND REFLECTION (P.E.A.R.) GROUP 
For caregivers of children ages 4-12 years old. 

The Parent Education and Reflection (P.E.A.R.) Group is a FREE parenting program for parents and caregivers who are looking to 
strengthen their foundational parenting skills, address parenting challenges, and support their child’s healthy social and emotional 

development. In these series of classes, parents will receive practical information, share parenting tips, practice skills, and participate in group 
collaboration, reflection, and support.  

Winter/Spring Sessions 2020 - Level 1 
 

Monsignor William Irwin School -  2629 Taylor Green NW, Edmonton, AB  
Mondays - Feb 24, Mar 2, Mar 9, Mar 16, / 5:30 - 8:00 pm 

 
Dr. Margaret-Ann Armour School - 3815 Allan Dr. SW, Edmonton, AB  

Wednesdays - Feb 26, Mar 4, Mar 11, Mar 18 / 5:30 - 8:00 pm 
 

Caregivers must complete Level 1 sessions before  
joining Level 2 sessions. No drop ins - registration is required.  

Childcare is available upon request. 

     To register, go to  www.cyfcaregivereducation.ca/pear or call 780-342-6885 
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